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ALLA Shah, king of ^t^m^rixei.^Ahddlla, in Arabic, fignifies the flave 
of God, ixom. Abdj a Have,- .and ^/Ar, the name , or , attribute .of .God.; s.Xi 6 . ,Shah 
implies .king. ... . 

Afghdjjs are thofe tribes of Mahommedahs who inhabit the northern parts of India, 
called fometimes-P.attans, and efteemed the .bejftibldiersrin.the.cppntry. 

Anna, the fixteenth pkt of a rupee. ' , ' „ 

Ajfdmnijes, dependents, or any perfons on whom a claim, is made. 

Attach, the, name of- a. riyer that,. feparates the province of Lahore from Peiflior, the 
ftream of which is moftly fo very rapid, that there is but one place where an army 
can conveniently pafs .it. 

Atimeen, a Supra-vifor, or officer employed by, the government to .examine and re- 
.gulate the .ftate of the; revenues of any diftridt. 

Amitl, ' i An officer of the revenues, inferior to both an Aumeen, and Ze- 
Aumildar, i meendar. ‘ ' 

Aurmgs, places where goods are manufadlured for fale, 






■Banyan, a .Gentoo fervant, :emplo3’’ed;ih the- management of commercial affairs. 
Barjdiit, an oppreffive cuftom of forcing the natives to buy .goods beyond the .market 
price. ■ 

-Bdtta, exchange, alfo diet money, allowed- to -the troops in the field. 

Bazar, or market, where all articles of -life, and luxury are .daily fold. • 
a princefs, a title given to every lady of rank.;. . . • 

Segah, a meafure of land; — fee note at the bottom of .page 221. of the Appendix, for 
' a particular explanation of this meafurement’. , • . . 

Beetle-leaf, the name of an aromatic leaf, growing like a vine, which the natives of 
-India of. all ranks, conftantly -chew, with' the hut called beetle-nut, and other in- 
gredients, between their meals. 

Bktle-Juit, the nut of a tall llender tree,' eat with -the beetlerleaf. 

■Berainddfs, „-a-matchdoGk:man. : . ; - . 

Board, in this publication always implies the governor.and council nt Fort Williani 
in Bengal. 

,Bu."ey,^Six x?x\\QX Bukjhy, a pay-mafter. 
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Calldrry, a fait work. 

Ca 7 wngojs, regifters of the Subah or province appointed by the fovereign. . 

“properl3'’-ir/5w//5-^anoFdj a- tftle^given -tb~every -mah of rank. ' v '' 
C/ji?-f/a,,_ 3 yatch-h_oufesj.,alfp^pkces.apj?pintedJn_djfferent_parrs.,o the country for col- 
ledling the public' ciiftorns "and 'duties'upon"all'' branches of foreign' and inland 
trade, pafling through thofe diftrifts, not included in dufluck privileges. 
Chohejdnr, the officer of a guard. 

Chciity a fourth part. Commonly ufed for the tribute of the fourth part of, the re- 
.yenues which, the Maharattas have endeavoured to impofe on the Subah of 
^ Bengal. ji 

Choutdrry, a Bedgal corruption of Chout. ' — ' • • 

ChSwdrabs^ land-holders, in the next rank to Zemeen-dars. 

Chuklahy the jurifdidtion of a Fouzdar, who receives the rents from the Zemeen-dars,.. 

and accounts for them with the government. 

Chmdr-gnr, a very ftrong fortrefs belonging to the Nabob Sujah al .Dowlah', in the 
. province of Oud, y,'ithin. about 7 cofs of Benares. ^ 

'lime.-'’\' ' 7 ^ ' 

Cower having no 'native iieh'ants, ' are lands cultivated by contradf. 

Cofs lands i are lands under the, immediate fuperintendence of government, for. want 
of 'farmers. 7; ■ .-'I.' . • • 

Ccfs or Cofe, ' 3 . naeafvire 'they ‘'cbmrhbnly comp'ute'diftances by .'in Iirdia,’ arid 'is' about' 
two geometrical niiles, .or 4000 yards. V ■ , , 1 

Coo/rj;, a.daydabburerh'z:?^ , ; . •' 

CowHes, ■fliells that pafs for .money .in Bengal, 80 cowries are balled a p«;?, and from 
50 to 6op«;w are commonly the' value of a rupee: 

Ctiffore, an. allowance upon the exchange of rupees, in contradifiindlion to 
'Ctiichcrry, a' court of-juftice ; 'alfo" the office into which the rents are delivered.' 

Culivdll, an inferior officer of the'police, whofe bufinefs is fo try and decide'petty 
mifdemcanors. '' " ' '• 

•jDflivry,' money advanced for goods. ' ' ■ . , . 

DdndcCf a waterm.an or rower. 

Da'ooks, ftationed letter-carriers, 'at itages oF about- xo milesidiftarice,"for the con'vey- 
ing of letters exprcfs. • 
DeJoH or Dalldl, a broker. — See Pykar. _ ^ r a - 

Deii'dn , — for a dcfcription- of both die originarand prelent idea of this office, fee Ap- 
pendix, pag. 136, paragraphs 13 and 14. ■ 

T)ezvdn-conna, the Dewan’s court or. office. , ' \ ‘ , 

■ jDrtwhiwy, fee Ajipbndix, p3g.;4 x.-'. ' - -- . " ' ; ' r v 

JDenol’Ujl Ptirgutwahs, w'holc or entire purgiuwahs, which depend entirely on a fingle 

Zcmccn-dar. - , ' '11. 

JDhee, the ancient limits of any village or parilh; " thus Dhee'Cakutta means only that 
jxart which was originally inhabited. ‘ , ' ' 

D ega, or Daroga, ah overfeer OT.ruperintendent.' .. - - - 

Vdf ter- coma, the office for keeping thcgovernment’s 'accounts.— -In common ufagey any 

oPiicc or compring-houfe. . . ' 

Diirl’dr, the court of any great man. _ -r. « - 
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Diifiore, a cuftom or fee. ' 

BuJlticU, a paiiporc, or permit; but ufually' implies thepafTport given by the governor 
. of Fort William, or the chiefs of the Englifh faftories, for the goods of the. com- 
pany or their fervants, which exempts them from the pa}mient of duties. — See 
Chokies. Z 


F. 


Fimdunj litterally fignifies an order, but is iifed for a patent or grant from the empe- 
'ror; — and, among. th e. Englilli, always means the charter which the company 
obtained from the king Furrukhfeer, by which they hold their privileges. 

Ferd Huckeeki'it, a manifeft or memorial. 

Ferd Saivdl, a petition. ' ‘ 

Fowzddr, the chief magiftrate of a large diftridf, called a Ch^kl ah. — See Chuklah. ^ 

Gaiit, a landing-place where cuftoms are iifLially colledted. 

Gaiit-hany^ or Kat-barra, a tax levied upon boats at the Gauts, or Chokies. 

Ghazi nl din fignifies the illuftrious champion of religion. — This great but wicked 
prince was the vizier who murdered die father of the prefent emperor of Hindoo- 
llan, in 1760. 

Ghee, clarified butter. 

Golahi a warehoufe, ufually conftruded with mat or mud walls, and covered with 
thatch, for keeping grain, fait, he. 

Gomqftah, a black agent or faftor. — See Pykars. 

Gunge, a market principally for grain. 

Gunnies, coarfe canvafs, for bags, wrappers, he. 

Guzerhdun, an officer who collects the cufloras at the ferries. 


Y‘. 










Haut, a market on flated days. 

Hazarry, a commander of gun-men, literally a commander of a thoufand. 

Higera, or Hyra, the flight, of Mahommed from Mecca to Medina, from which the 
Mahommedaryera compience^ ha ppened on the i6th July, A. D. 622. 

FliTcciTTu, a fp3^. ^ er 

Hindofldn, India ifTno^ m' the EjfF^'tfie' name of Hindoo-Jian, which fignifies 
the country of the Hindoos or fwarthy people ; Hindco being fu'arthy or black, 
and Stan a countryt The capital whereof is Dehly, which, fince Shah jehan re- 
moved the feat of empire thither from Agra, in the year 1647, is ufually known 
in the Eafl by the name of Shah Jehan-abad, or Shah Jehan’s habitation ; as 
Agra is often called Akbar-abad, or Shah Akbar’s habitation; and is about 44 
meafured Cofs from' Dehly. 

Hufi-ul-hookum, a patent or order, under the leal of the Vizier, with thefe initial words 
fignifying “ according to the command.” 

Buck Akvazeerut, the fees of the Vizier. 

Hujiaboeds, rent-rolls, of either a grand divifion or lefler diftridts- of land. 

Hyder-aodd, the capital of Nizam Ally, Soubah of the Deccan ; it was formerly 
called Bhagnagur, and is about 371 miles diftant from Dehh% There is a caftle 

in 
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Ill this, province called Golcmda, by which name the whole rprovince is tifually 
known in Europe. Hyder-abad fignifics the rhabitation or .rcfidcnce of Hyder. 
tiic Arabic appellative fora a title often. given to men of rank in the Eaft. ^ 

I. 

JJldm, which literally fignifics fafety, ufually means the true faith,- according to Ma- 
hoiiimedans. 

Jaghm-y an affignllient of any :part of the revenues of thc.ftate for military fervice. ' I 
Jnnglesy Or rather ^ungtds', thickets of wood, high grafs, or reeds, 
yiwnart, ‘ Valuation. - 

Jumma bundy^ a rent-roll, ’ ' . ' 

Jemmdut-dar, or Jdmadary a military commander; alfo the head' or ^fuperintendent of 
the peons in the Sevvaiir^ or trai^f anj^rcattti^. 

Kdibarra, fee Gaut-barry. < 

Kazzee, ov Kdzy, the chief /magiftrate appointed to adminificr jufticc-in all .caufes to 
the Mahonimedans, according to their written law ; he being, generally a perfon 
’of the greateft repute and learning, a copy of any writing attefted by him is 
-authentic. 

XeUci, a fort, or citadel. 

Kelladdr, the governor of a fort. 

Kirriay a parilh or village. 

Khdlfa Shereefa, whatever accounts belong immediately to the emperor are called 
Kba/fa ; the word 5 /j^rrf/n added to it, implies noble-or. magnificent. . 

Kijfmutty a divifion ; — Kerria Ktjfmuty part of a.parifh, being fuch a -proportion as is 
included in the Sunnud. ' . 

Kifi, the amount of a dated payment. , , ' 

Kijlbundee, an agreement for the dated payments of a fum of money, to be difeharged 
at different times. • 

a hundred lacks, 01- ten millions. ^ a) ✓ ^ . 

^ 

/Lack of Rupees, or one hundred thoufand : a rupee' is a filver coin, druck in the 
Moghul mints, with,^an inferipdon of his name and titles, the year of his reign, 

, and the place' it was coined ar. There are various fpecies of rupees annually 
coined in India, differing, a little in -both weight, and quality. The bed are tire 
Siccas of the current year, worth -about 2J. 6 i/., dcrling. See 

■M. 

'Mahal, any land, or a public fund, yielding a revenue to the governnient, 

'Mahal Serai, ' the women’s apartments. , 

Mahdmmed, which -fignifics Is prefixed (or underdood to be fq) to almod every 

■Mufiulman’s name. It' is a' Tetragrammaton, or word, of four letters ; namely, 
Mim, Hha, Mhn, Dal, which, with the over the latter Af/»J to drew it 

mud be doubled,,properly- make five charatSVers. ■ 

.Malguzdrry, the land-revenue. ... . ' 

Maha Raja, i be great prince ; Maha'hzm^ great ox mighty in the SanikerreCt 

. dr Bramiri’s language, zx\d.'Rajah, prince. • , ■ 

. Manjee, 
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the helmfman.of a- boat., - • • ' ' ■ • • • 

Manghav^ or Mdngon, a tax or impofition levied by the officers of the Cliokeys and 
Gauts, as- a perquifite.for. themfelves and Zemeendars. • : 

Mitii’id,. a yariabk weight. " In Bengal from 72 to 80 lb. . , 

Mo/jur, a fcai j alfo a, gold rupee of variable value, worth from 12 to 16 filver. 

Moiboone^ any'\\^iic't, or under clerk, among the natives, in Bengal.. 

Molfmghc^ a worker of fait. 

Moiiza^ a pariffi or village j but properly fignides a place. 

Mukkaudiiw, a fuj^riour officer of the revenues in a village,, the fame as Chowdryi- 
Mu)iJhfi^‘2L.\ccrcl'Axf lox the Perfian language. 

Lliinfuby a dignity, or title* - - . . , 

Muhhillcah, a written obligation. 

Mdfmtdi an elevated place of diftindtion in the Durbar, covered with a cloth, or 
carper, for the prince to fit on ; alfo a throne. 

MattaJeddeCy a general name for all officers employed in. taking the accounts of the 
government, or of any perfon of confcquence. - , ' 

N. 


Nahohy (properly Navdh, being the plural of NatF) a title given to every perfon of- 
noble rank. By pre-eminence it is generally ufed to lignify the Nazim. 

Nath, a deputy. 

Ntincdr, or rather -iVhwfrtr, an allowance in an affi’gnment upon the revenues,, or the- 
lands themfelves, given as charity for the relief of the poor. 

Nazim, the firft officer of a province, in whofe hands the executive power is lodged;, 
by way of diftindlion he is fly led the Subah-dar, or Nabob. 

Naic, a fub alter n officer of the Sepoys, of the rank. of a. corporal.- 

Ncahit, a deputyffiip.. 

Nuzzer, a prefent to a- fuperior<4=^-<<^.'^ 

Ntizzcr-dtwa, a fum paid to the government,, as an. acknowledgment for. a grant of 
lands, or any public office. 

N/zew/r/,. the officcj. or poll of a Nazim. 



O. 

Omrab, plural of the Arabic Ameer, which fignihes prince,, is- a title given to all the 
nobility of the lirll rank in the Mogul empire.. 

P. 

Peon, a footman, or attendant, armed’ with fword’ and target. 

Purgimnah,. or Pergdna, the largefl divifion of land in a Zemeen-darry. 

Perwdnnab, .z gxaxix, or letter under a great feal, from any man of power to a de^- 
pendent. 

PeJhcuJ}}, a tribute paiu to the crown,, as an. acknowledgment for any tenure.- 

Poddr, a. money-changer, or teller, under a Shroff. 

Piihvdr, a light boat ufed for difpatches. 

Pyke, a watchman employed- as a guard at night. 

Poonahy the time .for adjufting the eftimate of the revenues to be colfedted the en- 
fuing year, — See Appendix, page 136, paragraph 14. 

Pottabs^ 
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in rhis, province called Golconda, by which name the whole province is iirnallv 
knmvn m Europe., figmfies the rhabiration or?cSe"ce of S 

the Arabic appellative for a /m, a title often .given to men of rank in the Eaft. 

I. 

ivhich litCTally fignifics fafety, ufuaJly means the true faith,- accordine; to Ma- 
hommedans. . - a 

Jsghca\ an anigniiient of any part of the revenues ofthe fVate for military fervicc. ' - 
jMighs^ Or rather JunguU', thickets of wood, high grafs, or- reeds. 

7™/^, •valuation. 

Jumma bundy^ a rent-roll. ' , ■ 

Jemmdut-dar^ or Jdmadar^ a military commander ; alfo the head .or -fuperintendent of 
the -peoi^ in thc^cwaiir^-o^rainTif an}^rcat map. 

C- 

->Cr.rrry37 jf 

Kdtharray fee GatU-bariy. 

Kazzee, or Kcizy, the chief 'magiftratc appointed to adminiflcr jufticc.in all caufes to 
the Mahommedans, according to their written law ; -he being generally a perfon 
of the greateft repute and learning, a copy of any writing .^ttc^lcd by him is 
authentic. . 

Kellii, a fort, or citadel. 

KdladaVy the governor of a fort. 

Kirria^ a parilh or village. 

Khdlfa Shercefaj whatever accounts belong immediately to the emjicror are called 
Khalfa ; the word Shereefa added to it, implies noblemr. magnificent. . 

K^micit, a divifion j — Kerria Kijfmut, part of a.parifli, being fuch a .proportion as is 
included in the Sunnud. 

the amount of a ftated payment. ; ’ 

KiJlbundsSy an agreement for the flated payments of a fum of money, to be difeharged 
at different times. ■ ■ 

a Imndred laefe, w ten millk^. 

of Rupees^ or one hundred thoufand : a rupee is a_ 
yc V Moghul mints, with^an irifeription of his name and titles, the year of his reign, 

J - and the place' it was coined at. There are various fpecies of rupees annually 
, ; coined in India, differing a, little in -both- weight, and quality. . The bell are the 
SiccaS' of the current year, worth about 2j. 6</., fterling.- See _57h/. 

• M. ' - ' ' - ' 

/ 

"Mahal, any land, or a public fund, yielding a revenue to the government. 

Mahal Serai, ' the ^'omen’s apartments. n. 

Mahonmed, which -fignifiesp/wyeT/, is prefixed (or uhderfiood to be fq) to almoit e\ery 
Muffulman’s name. ' It is a Tetragrammaton, or word, of four letters ; namely, 
Mim, Uha, Mm, Dal, which, with the %eji)iid over the latter Mm to, fhew it 

mull be doubled,,properly- make five charatTers. ‘ 

Malguzdrry, the land-revenue. ■ : f A n 

Maha Raja, ihe great prince i Mahdhtmg great or .mighty xa the oanlKerreet 

- dr Bramiri’s language, and pmrr.' ■ • Man'ee 


/dr. 


filver coin, ftruck in the 
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the liclmfmau.of a boat. • • • ’. ' ' - ' ■ . . 

Manghav^ or Mungon, a tax or impofition levied by the officers of the-Cholceys and 
Gauts, as a perquifite for. thcmfelvcs and Zemeendars. ■ 

a variable weight. - In Bengal from 72 to 8olb. . 

Mohur, a fcai'j alfo a gold rupee of variable value, worth from 12 to 16 filver. 

jlfci&ertrr any'wilcV, or under cleric, among the natives, in Bengal. 

Mcluughcf^ a worker of fait. . 

Moiiza^ a parifli or village ; but properly fignifies a place, 

MtU'katidiipj^, a fujj^riour officer of die revenues in a village,, the fame as Chowdiy» 
fccrciarj^rdf the Pcrfian language. 

JSiiiujuh, a dignity, or title. ... 

Muicbulcahy a written obligation. 

Mtlfuudy an elevated place of diftindtion in flic Durbar, covered with a cloth, or 
carper, for the prince to fit on ; alfo a throne. 

Mnttajeddeef a general name for all officers employed in. taking the accounts of the 
government, or of any perfon of confcqucncc. 

N.- 


Nohoh^ (properly Navdh, being the plural of Nath') a title given to every perfon of 
noble rank. By pre-eminence it is generally ufed to fignify \:)ac.Nazim, 

Naih, a deputy. 

Nu}icdt\ or rtithcT Nattcdr, an allowance in an afli’gnment upon the revenues,, or the- 
lands thcmfelvcs, given as charity for the relief of the poor. 

Nazim, the firfl officer of a province, in whofc hands the executive power is lodged;, 
by way of diftindtion he is ftylcd the Subah-dar, or Nabob. 

Nate, a fubaltern officer of the Sepoys, of the rank, of a* corporal.- 

Ncabut, a depuryftiip.. 

Nuzzer, a prefent to a- fuperior**^.^.^^ 

Ntlzzcr-dmta, a fum paid to the government,, as an. acknowledgment for. a grant of 
lands, or any public office. 

Nizamiit,. the office,, orpoftof a Nazim. 

O. 

Omrah, plural of the Arabic Ameer, which fignifies prince,, is a title given to all the 
nobility of the firft rank in the Mogul empire.. 

P. 



J^con, a footman, or attendant, armed’ with fword and target. 

Ftirgtinnah, or Pergdna, the largeft divifion of land in a Zemeen-dariy. 

Verwdnnah , . a grant, or letter under a great feal, from any man of power to a de- 
pendent. 

PcJfjciiJ}}, a tribute pa'iu to the crown,, as an acknowledgment for any tenure.. 

Peddr, a money-changer, or teller, under a Shroff. 

Pukvdr, a light boat ufed for difpatches. 

Pyke, a watchman employed- as a guard at night. 

Poonab, the time .for adjufting the eftimate of the revenues to be coll'edted the en- 
fuing year. — Bee Appendix, page 136, paragraph 14. 

PoltabSs 
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P^ 7 /«^/,.lcarcs containing the quantity pfland poflcfTcd by each farmer and the 
mmm oF rent mtli which it is ch.rrged. 

l)kars, yjcliols, and Gomijlahs) arc a cljain of agents through whofe hands the ar- 
. ticlcs of merchandise pafs from the doom of the .manufiifturcr, or the ftorc- 
noil fe of the cultivator, to the public merchant, or exporter. 

Pf 7 //JS, or Pmjdab, the ancient name of the province of Laiiorc ; it iignifies the 
live waters or rivPrs, f) many running through that province, and falling into 
the river Scind, known in .Europe , by, the name of Indus. 


R. 


Pdjnh, a title given to every Gentoo of r.ink, ~-in the Indian language , fignifying 
prince : — originally it was appropriated only to the jirincipal. Zcmecn-dars. 
Rdiwee, princefs'. ' . . , 

liowdim, a pafiport or certificate from the collcdlror of the cuftoms. 

Roy-j-oyau, the principal officer under the Dewan, who has the immediate change of 
the crown lands. 

Rijfdlay an independent corps of horfe. 

Rijfdidar, the commander of fuch a corjis. 

Rupee, a filvcr coin wortli about is. 6 d . — See Lack of Rupees. See alfo Stm. 

Ryot, or Reiat, a tenant or farmer. * 

liefident at the Durbar ; for a defcrijition of -the nature and duties of this office, fee 
. Appendix, page 137, paragraphs 15 and 16. . 

Ryotty lands, or lands farmed out, tenanted and cultivated by the natives on the 


s. 


Seer, the fortieth part of a Maund. ' ^ 

Sepoy, a foldier This word is generally ufed for the Indian infantry, difeiplined afier 

•v. .. the European manner. 

Serai, a baiting place for travellers. ^ ^ ^ 

Sewdury, the train of attendants who accompany an)’" principal perfon on the road, 

Sezaweml, the fame as Talifildar.—An officer employed at a monthly falary to colfca: ^ 
the revenues. ’ ^ ■ 

Sbah, king, or emperor. 

Shah Aahim, or Allum, (the title of the prefent emperor of Hindoftan,) fignifies king 
of the world. ' . . ' . , 

Skah-zada, the king’s fon, or more properly royally born', becaufe it is a title equauy 
applied to both the Ions and daugliters of kings. 

Shercef, noble, magnificent. 

Shroff, pxopeAj Serdf, a banker, or money-changer.^ ■ ^ , r t. yr 1- 

Sicca, any new coin; it means Jiampt or fealed; but is particularly ufed for the irand- 

ard ill vef rupee of the -Bengal mints.^ ' , 

S/eddr, the collcftor of the rents of a village. _ 1 j -d 

Sircar, the ftate or -government. — -In • common ufage in Bengal, the under Banyans 

of -European . gentlemen are called 5 /rcrtrj. 

Sirdar, or Surddr, a chief, leader, or commander. i , . , , o -l un-*.' 

Subdb, a province; improperly ufed for the ; and is the fame as Subahjhtp, ■ . 

■Sub'ahddrry, or Nizamut, r ' 

- ■ •' ■” ’ ^ - f'.';..!. .. fame, as 


Subahddr, the governor of a province,, or literally a holder of a 


Siibab 


: Nabob, or JVhziw.— Alfo the black commander of a company of 
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Suhahdany, or Stihahpjip, the office of a Stibahdar. 

Sia;, the year : thus Siccas of the ift, 2d, or 3d Sun, are the ftandard fllver rupees 
of the ift, 2d, or 3d year of a prince’s reign; which is marked on tire coin. 
See Lack of Rupees^ ^ 

Suiviud, a grant^y^^>>»^ t- / ^ 

Sunot, pro^ly SunwaiU, rupees ^ 0I 4 dates, on whicTr a difeount is allowed. 

y9' 

T. 

JT aUok, a fmall Zemeen-darry. 

’TaUok-ddr, the Zemecn-dar of a fmall diftridt. 

‘Lahfildar, or Sezaivafd, an officer employed for a monthly falary to colledt the reve- 
nues. 

Y (ifik/dUf a mint. 

‘Lama, a fmall fort. 

Lanna-dar, a commander of a fmall fort. 

Lce.p, a note of hand. - 

Lclviga, a Sepoy; fo called from a country of that name, from whence the firft Se- 
poys were probably enlifted. 

Loffadl, a collcftion of Callarrys, or fak pans. 

Lor, Horn, a name vulgarly given to the Indian drum^ ufed in proclamations, and re- 
joycings. 

Ltmdv), an affignment. 

Vliimgdu, properly dUum-ghau, an allowance paid from the revenues to religious, or 
learned men. 


V. 

Vakeel, an attorney, or agent. 

Vizarut, the poll, or office of ^’izier. 

W. 

TVadaddr, an officer of the colledlions. 

y. 

Tejfawaul, a flate meflenger. 


Z. 

Zemeen, land. 

Zemeen-ddr, literally a land-holder, accountable to government for the revenue. 
Zemeen -ddrry, the office of a Zemeen-dar, or the lands held by him. 

Zenana, belonging to women, the woman’s apartment, the Seraglio. 


The compiler of this Gloffary has not hefitated to avail himfelf of the gloffaries 
of Mr. Vanfittart, Mr. Bolts, and other rvriters on India affairs ; as they have been 

j" j . 1 r.-rr ’ i . r ^ .• i • ir' 


found, in general, fufficiently explanatory of the articles in queition. 
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- . C O N T A I N ;I N G • ' 

'A Refutation of fuch Parts of “ Confidferations oti India 
Affairs” as are not referred to any general Divifion of 
' tills Work'. ' . . • 

T he power and dominion acquired witjiin' a few years by the 
Englifh Eaft India company, the great importance of their pof- 
V . . - feffions to ' the w^ealth and profperity of Great Britain, the im- 
menfe revenue derived to the ftate from their commerce, have at length 
awakened the public attention. An univerfal defire feems novv to pre- 
vail of obtaining information upon this important fubjedt. The mate- 
rials of knowledge, however, are fcarce. Few publications appear which 
are not didlated by private palTion, or interefted views. An envy more- 
over, attending the large fortunes acquired by fome individuals, has given 
an eafy- credit to the moft extravagant aflertions of malice, • dr difap- 
pointed ambition. To remove in fome degree an impreffion fo injurious 
to individuals, ■ fo ruinous to' the public intereft, is the objedt'of the fol- 
lowing flieets ; and without pretending to greater virtue than other wri- 
•tcrs; I fliall add, that, neither the time nor occafion will admit a wilful 
-mifreprefentation, vsdrich mufl: foon be expofed to ■■dete(3:ion. ; . . 
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The confufion in which “ Confiderations on India AfFairs,” pub- 
hfned by Mr. Bolts, are Ibidionfly iiLTOLved,:-afFoi4s. aburida opportuni- 
ties to pervert the truth ; and is in itfelf therefore but an indifferent ar- 
gunient in, favour of the^-author- s'^ candor.- At the famo- time- this'Ta- 
boured diforder effedtuaily precludes me, who wifh to inform, from fol- 
lowing that writer through all his undigefted mafs of multifarious and 
libellous mifreprefentation. Should I content myfelf with giving order 
and arrangement to the little work, which is now fubmitted to the pub- 
lic an intelligent reader would find therein a fiifficient jefutation .of 
what Mr. Bolts has thought fit to advance. The hiftorical deduction, 
for inftance, in the firfi: chapter, muft demolifh his reprefentation . of po- 
litical tranfadtionsi by proving ^thbfe da's of' the feled committee to have 
flowed from a fenfe of duty, and knowledge of the public intereft, which 
that, gentleman has .attributed tO; malignant -paffions,- or to .yet. meaner 
motives. , „ - ' . , 

The fame obfervation will apply to every part of his bbokj and even 
the laft chapter of the prefent work, which has no appearance of being a 
direa anfwer, may yet ferve to prove, that many favourite pofitions, drawn 
from- die laws . and-. manners Jpf ’ Gr.eatr Britain, are ; mere words, when 
applied to a very different fituation ,of things in Bengal. But as many 
readers- will not give themfelves the trouble r to co.nfider the fubjea in this 
view, "it will be neceffary, before I, enter upon the. execution- of. my own 
plan, to examine that chaos of inveaive, which is fo;,written by Mr.. Bolts 
ae.to- admit little order in. the comment. , . 

To.mlfreprefent the plainefl fiibjeas is no very difficult talk. “ It is a 

« falfe way of reafoning againft religion,” fays the prefident Montef- 

quieu, “ ta colledl a long detail of all the evils -it has produced.”, Hif-, 

tory wdll, - undoubtedly, acquaints us- with innumerable mifchiefs, which 

feem to have flowed from , this fource. Yet religion, or a , knowledge of 

ihofe relations, which the Creator- has eftabliflied, is the fource of all mo- 

.Tal obligation j and the fear of. his difpleafure,, '.the. heft fanftion of thofe 

laws, which the finger of the Deity has -thus.prefcribed- to-man. In ri- 
dicule 
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dicule of fucli attempts, an eflay was compofed fome few years' fmce by a 
very ingenious writer, who produced a long catalogue of mifchiefs 
arifing from civil eftablifhments ; and affeded, with great gravity, to 
evince, that the abolition of all government would be produdive of pri- 
vate happinefs. He fo far fucceeded, that a learned bifliop employed 
much time in refuting this formidable antagonift, without once recolled- 
ing, that the experience of mankind had already decided the queftion, 
by eftablifliing in every corner of the earth. To come 

nearer home, the wits of this ifland have found fo large a field for the 
exercife of their talents in the pradice of Weftrninfter Hall, that there 
are not wanting perfons, who think juftice fhould be adminiftered with us, 
as it is in Turkey,' forgetting that a government by law has alone railed 
Great Britain fo preeminence among the kingdoms of Europe, and 
made her profperity the admiration and envy of furrounding nations. If 
fubjeds the moft inter efting to mankind, on •which they have added ex- 
perience to theory, are neverthelefs fo open to mifreprefentation, what 
mull be the condition in this refped of a nafcent, unfettled ftate, where 
all dominion, after the confufion of fucceffive revolutions, is transferred 
to a few ftrangers, and where the conquerors, living under their own 
laws of freedom amidft a nation of flaves, exhibit a lituation without 
parallel in hiftory ? 

• It muft be evident that fo great a change would extort many ads 
from the governor and council in Bengal, which were not ftridly within 
the intention of the legiflature, when powers were granted to the com- 
pany with a view to occafions, very -different from thofe -which have 
fince arifen. Thus, to counterad the eftablifhment of an Oftend com- 
pany, the three nations poffeffed of .the Eaft India commerce forbad 
their refpedive fubjeds to engage^ in a foreign fervice. The exclufive 
trade of our company had before been fecured by penalties to be reco- 
vered in England ; but upon this occafion the legifature authorized the 
company to f feize any Britilh fubjed who . fliall fail, go, or repair to 

* Britain, France, and Holland. 

f 5 Geo. I. ch. 21. 
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the ^ Eaft Indies contrary to law. Within four years, two -more - aAs 
.paired, by which, among other proyifipns, it /is cnadcd, that all fucli 
.pcrfons who, go to the Eaft Indies, fliall be deemed traders, and, confc- 
.quently fubjed to the feveral penalties inflided upon perfons under that 
defcription. The company are ■'moreover authorized to feize, and bring 
.to Engla.nd, all unlicenfed perfons who fliall ^<5 to or be foimd m India. 
Thefc provifions, derived plainly from a commercial jcaloufy, the com-i 
pany have fmee made -the means of impofing fuch conditions upon the 
free merchant and others in Bengal,, as were found from experience to be 
necelfary for the fafety of the country, and protedion of its inhabitants. 

When, for inftance, the power of the Englifli nation gave cfFcd to 
ufurpations of the private trader, who decided his own claims, opprefliiig 
•the natives, and threatening the officers of government, if they pre- 
fumed to interfere, fucceffive governors of different parties agreed in the 
neceffityof confining , the free merchant to the company’s f prefidency. 
This regulation, which all approved, and which reitdated orders of the 
diredors .confirmed, was made a condition ' of refidence ’ under the com- 
pany’s protedion. ' ■ , ' , , 

Thus alfo, when frequent complaints were made hy Sujah al Dow- 
lah, nabob of Oude, of numberlefs oppreffions committed by Englifli 
agents, who, contrary to treaty j, traded in., his dominions,- the go- 
vernor and council ilfued <7/ prohibitions j yet. Mr. Bolts reprefen ts 
all thefe regulations, founded on the moft e-vident neceffity, zs expedients to 
opprefs particular individuals ; and alfuming afterwards hisrowm aflertion as 

* 7 Geo. I.' ch., 21. 9 Geo. I. cli. 26. _ . • : c, . .. . 

Thefe laws were temporary, and-have bcenTrolonged from time to time. It is remarkable 
that all offences agairift thefe are' excepted but of the general pardon fo late as 20 Geo. II., • ■ , 

t Company’s fervants were, of courfe, confined to their feveral ftations. ' ' ' . 

J When peace was concluded, it was intended to have; Ehglifh fadloriesin the dominions'' ' 
of Oude, but Sujah al Dowlah reprefented, that a private trade in his dominions muftneceflk- 
rily be produdtive of difputes with the Englifh, and would probably end in his deftrufiion, as 
it had before ruined Meer Coffim. ' A claufc, ftipulating a free coinmerce for the company 
was infefted in the treaty, but Sujah al Dowlah \vas given to underftand, that this right, fhpuld 
not be exercifed without pofitive orders from England; and that w Englifh private traders 

fhould, on any account, be permitted in his dominions. . - 

, • . r ■ . a truth, ■ 
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a truth, he makes this curious refleftion “ It is true, that fuch reftric- 
tions have never been laid but upon particular perfons whom the com- 
pany deiigned to opprefs and crufli. 'But how miferable and defpicable 
“ mull that Hate of the government of the company’s affairs be, wherein 
the general fyftemi of juftice is Hopped nr perverted for the fake of op- 
prefling aii individual.” Without denying the inference, it is impoffible 
to admit the fadt. ' “ It is “true that. one. trader, and only one, who 
had committed many .enormities j. for which , f he feverefl; pimiflnncnt ^ 
was juftly due ; who had been reprimanded by the directors ; whofe con- 
duct had been equally obnoxious to fucceflive unconneded governors; 
who had threatened the officers of the country' government for attempting 
.to difeharge their duty ; who had traded contrary to public treaties in the 
• dominions: of Suj ah al Dowlah; who by repeated promifes to withdraw this 
•trade, had obtained letters from the governor tp 'the fubah of .Oude, re- 
•quefting that every affiftance might be given in collecting his effeCls ; who, 
difregarding Kis own voluntary, repeated promifes, had' perfevered in this 
commerce,, andffiy his intrigues endangered the: peace of India : It is true, 
that fuch a man, after a delay of nearly two year.s, was feized, and fent to 
Europe. But it will not neceffarily follow from the admiffion of fuch a faCt, 
that the general fyftem of juftice is flopped or perverted for the fake of 
oppreffing an individual.” It is ti ue, likewife, that feveral officers who had 
endeavoured to difband the whole army in Bengal, by a general combination 
to.refign their commiffions in one day, were deemed dangerous in India • - 
and refufmg voluntarily to depart, were therefore fent by force to Europe. 
Mr! Bolts labours through more than twenty pages to prove this power of 
feizing perfons illegal. But even the doubts, which have always attended 
the exercife of this power, prove it not to have been the wanton inflrument 
of oppreflion. The very feW inftances to be. found regard fuch f perfons 
as could not interfere with any private interefts of the governor and coun- 
cil ; and it is utterly incredible, that thefe gentlemen would rifque their 
-own fortunes by an aCt which mufl come before an Englifli. jury, unlefs 
the duty of their flations exaCted fuch conduCt at their hands. Then in- 
deed they might juflly expeCt protection from the purfe of the company. 

f Moftly military men.- 


* Confiderations, p. 73. 
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Gould , we even believe thefe gentlemen .to have been aftiiated by impro- 
per motives towards : men, of whom they felddiri haA’-e any perfonal know- 
ledge, what, can we fay of.the diredfors Yet Mr. Bolts .informs us, iha 
note at the bottom/qf page i47, -that; .the '“ diredb’rs in their general 
■“ letters fmce'-i 764 -have been ufed very injudicioufly to authorize their 
“ governor.' and council at, Bengal, at' their own difcretion, to with- 
draw their protedion from,: or feize and fend, to Europe any perfon or 
“ perfons,' who might be rguilty .of the fmalleft contravention > of their 
orders.” r; ’ ’ : ■ v : ' • = 

The reader fhould be informed,- that the year 1,764 is the period when 
it was hrft known! in England,' that . the; violence- of private -traders had 
overturned the country .government, ! and , involved us iii /a war with Meer 
Colfim * that the coiifequent. orders of the direadrs, necelfary to the 
peace of the country and fafety of the matives, had been repeatedly con- 
temned; and that all now confefs.' the juftice and ; propriety of the re- 
flraints .then impofed, although .men.from. inferefted. motives were at that 

time tempted to difobey.' ^ 


It was forefeen by 'Mr.'BolVs, that fuch reafoning would nof be conclu^ 
five unlefs interfperfed with Aiming paragraphs, round affertions, and 
feme few fads, which, to a carelefs eye, or mind unacquainted with the 
fuhiea may wear the face of proofs. He concludes, therefore, his chap- 
ter on " thismanner*. “ It is principally owing tp 
“ this exorbitant power, the exercife of which has been greatly encouraged 
o by the diredofs in their letters tb' Bengal, that we ^muft atmbute the 
- immenfe fortunes which have been of late fo raprdly/yae«^/™v r/,e 
o native, in thofe parts, and which will continue to bring thofe provmc^ 
u nearer and nearer to deftrudion, if effedual meafures be not fpeed.^ 
taken to prevent vMence,, to enable the tvyat-etf more eafily to o - 
O tain relief, and to inflid exemplary punifhment ovfrch cfprejjin. 

.. this be not fpeedily done, neither the company, nor the nation, can 


* Confidcrations, p. 147. 
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have a right knowledge of their Own true interefts in Indiati matters, 
“ and poilerity will jnftly . remark of . this . period of the eighteenth ceh- 
‘5 tury, that it was then fuppofed the law. of the land for Britons in Indid 
to be imprifoned, baniflied, and trapfported, by the Englifli Eaft-India 
company, unacciifcd, and unheard .in, their defence.” , 

Well, calculated as this pafiagc'may be' to work upph the honeft .preju-* 
dices of an Engliflr reader, it is difficult to conceive, why are. to cittri-- 
bate fortunes rapidly fqucczcd out of the natives ^ , to the pra^ice of fend- 
ing a dangerous European to England;, or how the preyentipn; of^/c/; vio- 
lences, dr puniffiments'of fuch opprefors tvill fa ve , the provinces; .from that 
apprdaching ruin which Mr. -Bolts denounces. Was Mr.. Bolts (whofe 
whole continuance in Bengal' was one feene of complaints, replies, repri-r 
.mandSj and contentions,) tranfported unaccufed or unheard in his defence ? ■ 

The mode of rcafoning in coriftant rife wdth Mr. Bolts, is- by declaim- 
ing ilrongly on ppfibje effects to inflame the mind, to mention particu- 
lar, fad, which proves nothing,, and then very liberally to deal- forth gene- 
ral invedives, leaving the reader to fuppofe pradices thus alluded to 
liave frequently prevailed. Who would ; not, from the following paf- 
fage, be lead to imagine, that the pradice of fending to Europe had 
been fo common as to deftroy all private credit ? The reader will, per- 
haps, be furprifed to learn, that Mr. Bolts is the fingle inftance of a 
trader being fo tranfported'^ fwxxxi^ many years. Yet he gravely tells us, 
in p. 1 40,- “ The effeds in India of hidden tranfportation, wdth refped 
“ to deftroying of credit and all private fccurity, mufi: appear evident, and 
“ indeed, have been fevercly felt by the generality of Britifli fubjeds, 
“ fmec thofe tyrannies have been pradifed in Bengal, for it is well known, 

diat any young writer in the company’s fervice will now find it more 
“ difficult to borrow five hundred rupees of a black merchant, than fix 
“ years ago he vmuld have five thoufandy 

• This happened twenty months after he had publicly declared to the governor and council 
.that he'had.relinquiflied all trade. He hitnfelf faid, in Tils examination before the committee 
. of the houfc of commons, that he knew of none beCdes himfelf, except military men, that had 
been fent to Europe. 


This 
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' • This laft mcntioiicd which, is'luppofed to ^.'Concluliv'e proof of' 
all thefe dreadful conlequences,' iiiay be^true) but has iio application' to thei 
fubjedt. • ^o'.willrhearly ^ -us back ,to the treaty concluded- 

with-Nudjum al Dowlah. The reader -muft' here be infortned, that a trade,' 
free from duties, had-been>claimediby-the'company’sTervants, fupported' 
by their forces, and eftablifhed by the laft treaty with Meerjaffier; and 
that this- ‘ artide j- dthouglv coiidemned' - by 'the dirhdtorsV wks afterwards 


tranfcribed into- the treaty withdiis fon Nudjuim al Dowlah^. The Conten- 
tion during -two years with Meer Coffim, in. fupport of this trade, greatly, 
weakened the country, government, : which his' fubfequent overthrow quite’ 
annihilated. At this' time, many merchants''’ ■■ found it expedient to 

purchafe the name '6f ■“ any young nvriter'in the company' s feraike^'^ by loans ' 
of money, , and under this fandtion',''ha'rrafled and oppfeffed, or (a's’Mr.'. 
Bolts elegahtly eipreires it) ^‘■^fqueezed the Yzafives.'' So plentiful a fupply 
was derived from this fource, that before lord Clive’s arrival, many “ young 
•tc were' enabled to fp'end - I'^ooth '/and; zpoo l. 'pef ’annumi were ■ 

cloathed in "fine "linen, cand fared fumptuoufly every day.' :!T/us credit cer-i 
tainly declined,- when the ^'orders of the'diredors were enforced, by the 
'feled corrirnittee.'- ' Had thefe g'ehtle'men thought -fit' to fuppdrty«c/i a cre- 
v/zVf they would, to ufe the exprelTion of lord Clive in, his letter- to the 
directors, have found “ the fettlement in general their friends, and only 


•the natives of the country their enemies.” 


' Having mentioned the treaty with'Nudjum al Dowdah,' it is Worth re.- 
marking, that Mr. Bolts does hot ' hefitate to mifquote' paflages from 
public'letters, vdienever, by fo doing, he can aid his other arts of mifre- 
prcfentation. Where every, the minuted:, -•. tranfoCtion 4s committed to'^,^ 
paper, and canvafl'ed in a correfpondence between the directors in England, 
and the company’s fen’-ants in Bengal, it is obvious what advantage maybe 
hence derived, if a man can ftopp to the meannefs of ' mifquotatioh. 

To follow our author through every inftance of this fpecies of deceit, 
would not only require, a- careful. perufal- of all the public- correfpondence, . 
but would, in itfelf, be ufelefs, 'iihee one inftance will iiifticeto deftroy the 

credit of hlr. Bolts. The directors, enraged with the abbvementioned con- 

- ” ' ' tempt 
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' tempt of their orders, dired the council in their letter .of February 1766, 
. to tranfmit renunciation of that part of the treaty in form to the nabob. 
A change of circumftanccs had been made by their fervants the plea fOr 
- an intcrefted difobcdicnce. They therefore add, “ whatever government 
.may be cftabliflied, or whatever unforefeen occurrences may arife, it is 
“ our refolution to prohibit, and we do abfolutely; forbid this trade , in 
“ fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, ” meaning the inland trade . carried bn 
by individuals under a forced conftrudion of the iirmaun, recognized 
hy thefc treaties. Yet Mr. Bolts, fully poflefled of the truth, applies this 
prohibition to the fociety eflablifliedf inconfequence ofpofitiveinjunftions 
'from the proprietors “ to regulate the inland trade f which regulations 
-were not then known in England, and confequently could not be con- 
demned. It is impoffible to regard the mifreprefentation of this fub- 
•jed by Mr. Bolts as derived from, error on his part, becaufe the letter 
by him mentioned recites the article of the treaty afterwards referred to; 
becaufe it fpcaks of the trade of individuals thereby flipulated, feverely 
condemning tlie condud of governor Spencer and his council in this bu- 
finefs ; and laftly, becaufe Mr. Bolts in his book, page j 80, ufes the 
•very phrafe of the letter, “ tranfmit fuch renunciation inform to the nabob 
in the Perfan language" dropping in the midfl; of the fentence thefe 
words “ of this part of the treaty P 

. In the fame page wdth his acute obfervations on private credit, conti- 
nuing the invedive againft fudden tranfportatiom Mr. Bolts exhibits a 
very alarming pidurc of pojible abufes. He fuppofes the abfent and in- 
nocent to be equally involved, the widow and orphan to fall in one un- 
diftinguiflied ruin vnth ' tliefe miferable exiles. Having warmed his ima- 
gination, he proceeds to deferibe the governor as a rich tyrant, butwitii- 
out fubjeds. The governor has baniflied all the former inhabitants of 
the fettlement, leaving to himfelf nothing but the houfes. ‘Conceiving 
■that a man fent away fuddenly, muft fell all his effeds cheap, Mr. Bolts; 
being a- good merchant, makes tranfportation the means employed by a 
purchafer. . “ In any or all of thefe- cafes the governor himfelf, or he and 
forae of his chief counfellors, might become purchafers of all the 

, * Confideratlons, p. 180. • •{•In Auguft 1765, 


“ houfes; 
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houfes, (hips,. goods or merchandize in the fettlement,; which would 
, ‘‘ be no fmall Jlroke in trade, and of a piece with many fuch Jlrohs as 
• “ have been often known to be Jlruck successfully under arbitrary 
“ or defpotic governments * In the firfl part of the fentence, they might 
, become, purchafers ; but forgetting that the whole was a fiftion, Mr. 

. Bolts, in the latter part, ftrongly infmuates, by the help of Italics arid 
large Let.ters, that fuch practices not uncommonly prevail. 

This is not the only imputation thus conveyed. If Italics mean any 
thing, thofe nabobs who “ died had their departure haftened 

by. management, the Italics Ihould efcape the reader’s attention, 
or as he might not know againft whom the infmuation was direfted. 
Lord Clive and Mr. Sykes in large charaders catch the eye on the 
preceding line, p. 47, employed in regulating this fame nabob’s income. 
A few lines lower another youth, who died of the fmall-pox after ; an 
ilinefs of eleven days, “ dies fuddenly,” and “ the allowance of the 
nabob is again reduced f.” Left- all this honeft induflry fhould be loft, 
Mr. Bolts conjedures the fate of the prefent nabob, flirewdly obfervmg 
that “ confidering the late fatality among nabobs, it is reafonable to iriia- 
gine tlie race of them in Bengal i& nearly at an end.” In a note to 
page 44, the reader is informed that “ upon all thefe revolutions, large 
“ fums of money were obtained by the perfons who conduded them from 
“ every new made nabob.” Then follow fome extrads from a letter; 
publifhed by lord- Clive and from another by Mr. Johnftone, relpeding 
prefents. This note is fubjoined .as an illuftration of a text, which de- 
feribes the nabob wholly dependent on the'Englifh governor and' council; 
Had fome little order been given to . the fads here mentioned, it would 
ha-ve appeared, that the prefents made to lord Clive and others, in the 
■year 1757? v/ere rewards of the mdft honourable fervices, at a' time when 
the Englifh -company had few forces in Bengal, tire nabob Meer Jaftier 
polTefllng a large army and the full dominidri of his country. That the 
prefents received by Mr. Johnftone and others in the year 1765, were in 
cOnfequence of no fervices, the nabob NudjumalDowlah being difarmedby 
treaty, and all power transferred to the Eriglifli council ^ given, in fliort, 

* ConfiHeratlons, p. 140. 

-j- The nabob’s allowance was not reduced on the death of Seyf al Dowlah, as here aflerted 
by Mr. Bolts, ' 

' ' , under 
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under fucli circumllanccs, that Mr. Verclfl: did not think it confiftent \yith 
his honour to accept any part. Laftly, it would have appeared that be- 
fore the fuddcn. deaths mentioned by Mr. Bolts, the fource of thefe pre- 
fents had been removed by a grant of the revenue to the Englifli Eaft.. 

India company ; and that therefore it was impoflible, confiftently with; 

truth, to fuggefta motive for the perpetration of fo horrid a crime. The; 
fubjed is here mentioned only to flicw the manner in which Mr. Bolts 

treats the charaders of men, who have laboured at lead to render fome 

fervie'e to their country. Perhaps it may not be improper to point out 
the dilemma, in which this gentleman has im'olved himfelf. By conceal- 
ing his fujpicion'^^ during his refidence in Bengal fubfequent to 1766, he 
incurs the guilt of an accomplice, whether the fad be true oxfalfe. If he 
entertained no fujpidon-i let the reader give a name to his prefent at- 
tempt f. 

No fubjed is fafe in the hands of Mr. Bolts. He will not fuifer the 
afhes of king William to reft in peace; nay, the two houfes of parlia- 
ment become the authors of fraud. The confines of legiflative and ex- 
ecutive power are often fo nicely blended, that we muft not be fur- 
prifed if they have fometimes been miftaken. In the reigns of the Tu- 
dors, this diftindion was little underftood, and lefs regarded. In the reigns 
of the Stuarts, the poffibility of completely feparating thefe powers, with- 
out overturning all kingly government, was, with equal warmth, affirmed 
and denied by contending parties. After the Revolution, a charter was 
-obtained from the crown, ereding a company who were to trade; to India. 

• * A man -who had intimated a fufplcion of this kind, tvould only have made himfelf- ri- 

diculous in Bengal, where the truth was notorious ; but thefe bafe infinuations may never- 
thelcfs have fome c(fe£l in inflaming the uninformed mind of an Englifli reader. 

+ Mr. Dow has this paflage, p. 8g. vol. iii. " The princes whom we raifed in Beng.al, va-. 

‘‘ nifhed imperceptibly from ilieir thrones. Light and unfubftaniial as.the fliew of power, with 
“ which, as in derifion, we invefted them, they difappeared, like Romulus, but witboiit a ftonn. 
The benefits derived from former revolutions, created a love of change ; and the angel of death,’ 
if not our friend, was very opportune in his frequent vifits to the Mufnud. In the courfe 
“ of five yeais, three nabobs expired ; and the unfledged fovereign, who acceded to the nominal 
“ government of Bengal, on the March of 1770, has already enjoyed, confidering the times, 

“ a long reign. Nabobs, to own the truth, are ufelcfs ; and they are difmifled to their fathers 
** without cither ceremony or noife.” A man who hopes to obtain credit flionld exhibit fome- - 
thing like a proof in fupport of fo extraordinary a charge. 

« C 2 
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This charter, copied from fdine of a more ancient date, contained a- claufc' 
granting an exchifive trade. Such a claufe, being reftridtivc of the rights of 

other perfons, was manifeflly a legiflative adl ; and therefore illegal, with-' 
out the concurrence of parliament. No fooner was the error difeovered, 
than the , crown relinquifhed its claim: but tlie meafure being deemed po- 
litically right, an cxclufive privilege of trade was immediately granted by 
parliament;, and the' two companies were afterwards united’ in the iixth 
year of queen Ahne.i Yet Mr. Bolts reprefents the firft charter '.as con- 
firmed 6y paHmment-i to introduce this obfervation,- that- it was alihofi 
“ immediately. fet at nought by a felf-eredted, unchartered company of 
“ ad venturers, -.who traded dircdly to India in defiance, of the king, .mi- 
“ hifiry'-^ and parliament.” He then gives a long hiftory of fuppofed; 
evafionsmnder -the terms /«y wfOt toi aiid^iw;; j;, for the purpofe of fug- 
gefting his Own ingenious doubt, whether the parh'a}nc7Jt of Great. Britain;. 
can reftrain the trade of a Britif fubjeSt, or authorize other fubjedts ta 
feize his perfony whenever lie contravenes fuch commaiids ‘ ' .'i 

*' ' ' ‘ ‘ ’ . ’ ■ ‘ ' ■ ' ' C. 1 . . . 

' ..TheiCafesbf'perfohs feized andfent to.Europe, printed by Mr. Boltsin his 
Appendix^ .'relate to officers,: all of whom were ehgaged in the mutiny^ while 
fome fuperadded the giiilt of fupporting rival interefts'to thehttemptidf d'e- 
ftroying Ihe. Bfitifli power in Bengal. Thefe relations are drawn ’by no' 
friend of the meafure j-'yet,^ when llripped of their pompOiis plirafe and uii-' 
meaning ifivedlive, the 'whole will amount to this; tliat meni not'perfon- 
ally ■ known tonihe gentlemferi’ in council, of a profeffion whofe interefis- 
coiild’ not claffi, were fent to Europei becaufe their refidence -in'-Bengah 
was efteemed dangerous to the company. Doubts refpedting the legal extent 
of their power, made the governor arid council cautious in the riiode of.' 
fecuring the perfons of thefe officers, and enabled them to hold their houfe 
as a garrifon for fomO few days. It appears, moreover^ that one of them, 
as foon as he promifed to proceed for Europe, was permitted to quit the 
ffiip on which he fifft embarked. From this fadl we may judge, how far 
' their own obftinacy, in refillirig the order of council, contributed to any, 
hardffiips they might fuffer. The meffages, which palled between the pri- 
fqriers and juftices ofpeaceare fet forth by Mr, Bolts a.t large Ip. The juftices,, 

" Page 141. ■ + Page 142^ t Appendix to ConfideratioP^, p. 93, 94» 95- 

, ' ' - - aq • 
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no great la^’ers, were of opinion, that the complaint was not within their' 
jurifdiftion. Common fehfe inufl difedver,* thaf a-powef of feizirigc'Britifh: 
fuhjedls for the purpofe of fending them': to -England ihdft: fall/td'Uhe’ 
g'roimd, if magiftrates, having a merely lo'cal- autlionty, iltould'-prefiime' 
to rdeafe them. If' the- crown’,- • in time of dariger, ' 'are empowered to- 
confine fufpcdtcd per fons, would our fagfes of the - law difcharge the pri— ‘ 
foners? Yet in this country- the- courfe of juftice i's' Idler ably free.- - 




Among the arts ufed by Mi*. Bolts to inflarne, he never forgets to men-.- 
tion the military as pcrfdns employed upon all occafioris.- /The reader 
therefore fliould here be informed, that throughout all. the nations of In- 
dia, the orders even of. courts of juftice arc. executed by military men. 
The colour of a man’s coat, or the .uniform ' he wears, does not prove 
him a more noxious creature, than if, an emblem of .innocence, he were, 
arrayed in, white. TTe nature of me* Engliflr^ cohftiuitidn makes' Trs jea- 
lous of the executive ihagiflrate. irequenf 'ufe of the "military,, whb 
are ^ immediately .under fifs 'command, \rv 'doimjiic go’ucriunent'rm^x. be 
dangerous to public liberty ; and lierice arifes.that lioneft .prejudice of 
our countrymen, which the author of Confideratiphs perpetually'.abufes to^ 
liioft unworthy purpdfes. 


i ci 


‘dn page'- 144,- Mr.' Bolts,' ftill- • declaiming ''againfl;' tfahfpdrtatibni has * 
tills paffage: “ But there is a diredl, un'cohftitUtidndl 'ufd' to- be made* 
“ of fuch power, which is,' ive Jw.ve jeen'^ that of employing it ' 
to puriifti men for doing : their duty, • even • in courts of juftice; ' 
“ They may difoblige men in power by refufing to- be pliant judges, fif ' 
“ in the 'mayor’s court; or pliant jurors, ’if impannelled as jurymen at' 
feffions ; and may be therefore punifhed with^ruin in revenge for their 
“ honeft difeharge of the firft focial diityV”. Have - fuch , cafes ever ex- 
ifted ? Has fuch an unconftitutional ufe been, ever, made of this, power ?. 
There never has, nor ever can, while law. or juftice has its refidence in 
Great Britain. Suppofing the power to Be legal, thofe exercifing the au- 
tliority are anfwerable. for its abufe. To prefer, a criminal charge to the 
proper judges, is the legal right, nay the duty, of each individual citizen. 
But fhould this power be 'wantonly ahufed, the expedience of every day 
evinces, that an innocent and injured man would .obtain - ample compen- 

fatiors 
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fatipn ffoni ari-Engllfli ,(j\yh|it inore cPilld be. done to prevent pp- 
pi'effion, if parliament -fliould; annul^tliie po%ver ;:lierptofo.rc giycn tp. .the 
company,? Ini this coutitryraill; public rights,.' \Vliether|in.:the .hands o£.fhe'. 
magiftrate ; or of private perfpns,-, arc a- facred truftr To abiife thefe in 
the execution, -is . criminal,- aceprding to our laws;, and a.,finifter motive, 
wiU ,contaminate: -an a^, which could not jptherwife. be .queftiorted, . Go- 
vernors whp; flipuldiooudu^ themfelyes . by the principles ;4uggefted;by ■ 
Mr. Bolts, would not only be compelled- to make full reftitution to 
the., injured; individual, but would,: by ' their' punifliment, become fevere 
examples, tp' prevent; the cpramifTion.^of .'.like crimes in future. , ;. . ; : 

The reafo'nihgpf our author is perpetUaliy' in extreme. Here he wiflres 
the abolition pf a 'power bccaulc the imagination 'may .J)oJ// 6 /e 

ahufes, which abiifes are e.lFedlually. corrected as the law ‘ now hands. 
Two pages .further, he .would: deftroy the fame powpr. as nnnecejjary^hz- 
caule it is.the intereft of all men .to ,be honeft No inhabitants of, 

their feplements can commit any crime tp.. endanger the fecurity, of the , 
‘‘ company but what muft equally endanger' the fafefy of. each individual 
‘‘ member of tbie community, . they, being infeparably connefled together.’* 
Is not this equally true of every other hate and its. ifubjefls ? . Wherefore 
then is high treafoh puniflied ? Why are murderers' proferibed in every 
country? .Why have -Ave regarded great legiflators as benefaftors to -man- 
kind ? Such is -the moral harmony eflablifhed .by .the Creator, that public 
duty, will ever continue to be the fame witly private intereft vyell under- 
ftood.j. • But do men never err? Shall tve, proceed, upon fuch a foundation ■ 
to.abolifli all laws .and all magiftrates?.,! know not. which moft to admire," 
the head or heart of our author. ' 

' Mr. Bolts himfelf obfe'rves upon another occaflon, p. 144, “ npt dif- 
“ piiting here what the conftitutional rights of Ehglifhmen formerly were, 

“ or now are, within or without the immediate fettlemerits of the ePm- 
pany, that there is always fuppofed to be a mutual convenience or ad- 
vantage in all fuch engagements, and that honour fhould regulate either 
party in their epnduai”' Let honour be the criterion, Let each in his ^ 
feveral ftation abide by its judgments.. Should any private manj taking ad- 


* Tags' 147, Confidcrations. 


van- 
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Tintagc of an unfettled government, opprcfs and Iiarrafs the liarmlefs na- 
tives of Bengal', and endeavour to ffibhcr himfelf under the letter of Ihws, 
^ calculated for a very different ftate' of fociety; let ' the ihifcreaht ' he pu- 
niflied as his crimes deferve, by a removal from the fcene of his ravages, 
, by the contempt and deteflation of every honeft mind. Should, on the 
' contrary, power be wantonly abufed, to ferve the purpofes of malignant 

- paffion, or governors, forgetful of Mr. Bolts’s precepts, neglect their pub- 
lic duty for a fuppojhd private intefeft, an Englifli jury will eagerly fe- 
drcfs their fellow-citizen, and vindicate the rights of human kind. 

It were endlefs to purfue Mr. Bolts through all his cliaos of invedlive.,. To 
do juftice to. his performance, would be to comment on every line. Some 
paffages,. however, may be feledted,. witliout. fwelling this Introdudlion to 
an unreaforiable fize, fufficient, perhaps, to convince the reader, that the 
Book called “ Confideratlons on India Affairs,” will convey as much real 
information refpeding the affairs of - China, as- thofe of Bengal. . 

The author is as well verfed in the law of nations as qualified for tire 
' domeftic .government of a particular Hate. What concern has Great Bri- 
tain in the claims of a Mogul ? Engliflrmen flrould adhere to engagements 

- taken- on the part of their own nation j but it is ridiculous to fiippofe they 
' muff enter into the difputes between prince Ally Gohar, and the fubah- 

dar of Bengal, or between them again and their refpedlive fubjedsi- Yet 
the mifreprefentations of two chapters are chiefly founded on this abfnrd 
opinion ; and the high founding titles of eaflern grandeur are introduced- 
to give- the- rvliole- a greater air. of burlefque. 


What contradiftion is there in refifling prince Ally Gohar, when in- 
vading the dominions of our ally j and fupporting the fame man. with- our 
. arms, when, new treaties, had been fonned with him? Mr Bolts, p. 2j,. 
, quotes two paffages from Mr. Scrafton to prove that, upon the invafion of 
Bengal by our prefent Mogul, colonel Clive, at the requeft of Meer Jaffier, 
marched, to- puniflithofe rajahs “who had' dared to join him"^.” It appears 
frorn thfefe extracts, that the' colonel ftridtly adhered, to his engagements, 

* Mr, Boly has mif.quotcd this paffage from Mr. Scrafton, w.h6fe tvorcis are, in.p. ri?.- 
*' All our affairs being fo happily circiimftaiiced, colonel Clive, at the fubah’s requeft, , marched ‘ 
“ to puniflt,thoie- i-ajahs uih'a had jnned-the Shabzada.'^" 


6omv 
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- ^^!^*^Fi‘S'.^'^ceived to.,the ..nj{bpb’s,fon and minifters, .wlio 
J^^ged that “..it \y:o,uld'he!daTigerop^:..to .hav.e 'a prince of the hlood iin 
„ any pf.the: provinces.”. ^ lyir.'^Bplts fcems better pleafed -with. the -con- 
•du6t of Mr. i*' Holwehj who,' .m the fame/ war, correfponded ;;with ith^ 

- enemy, ; copce^iling. the letters; (“ offering a Car te-.bjanche to the company”) 

; frpna-our klly .Meer.iJaffier. ,-tIt .feemsirthat jthefe : engagements with. the 
. fubahdar were not, in.our ;kuthor’s'Qpimbn, >1:0 he: regarded ;■ for, he af- 
. firms, tfi^rt Sujah Gawn was the laft'h lawful nabob of Bengal. ^ 


Mr. Bolts then relates the revolutions preceding the capture of pal- 
cutta by Sufajali al'Dowlah, td 'retake which place coionel CIive was fent 
frorn the cbaft'Of Cdroinandei in the year 1756. But in doing this he 
‘ conveys a very unjuft imputation. ■ He tells us that the,treaty with Serajah 
al Dovdaii was “' foleitinly j:^ ratified in the llrongeil manner, the nabob 
■“ 'fwearing on the Koran by 'God 'and Mahomed j' and the colonel pledging 
“ the names bf God arid ‘our Saviour, ' faithfully to obferve the fame. 

Neceffityj' which,, in- ufually -fuperfedes. all oaths, treaties^ or 
« forms whatfpeyer, induced the Englifh Eafi; India company’s ' repre- 
. ‘‘ fentatiyesj^ribout- three months after tlie execution of the former yreatyj. to 
. «.rdetermine,/‘ by-thc bleffing. of Go^j’.’ upon difpoffeffing the nabob Serajah 
‘f al Dowlah of his Nizamut, and giving it to another.” ^ In the next 
paragraph, to, throw a greater odium upon . the. meafure, Mr. Bplts fpeaks 
of “ .the trafiick in nabobflrips,” — “ the bold and traiterous- dilpofition of 
• “ Meer J:affier,”T— and of another rebel candidate.” Who would imagine, 
from this relation, that the cpndudt, of the .Englifh was perfedly con- 
fiftent with the law of nations ?' Yet filch it will manifeftly appear. 


■ . Mr. Bolts- forgot, to meritionj. that: after 'the conclufion of the firfl: ;treaty, 
Serajah al Dowlah not only, evaded fulfilling his engagements §,' but me- 

,*■ This gentleman ,was governor after the departure of colonel Clive, in February 1768. See 
-Hiftory, in firft chapter. ' ■ " 

X Confulerations, p. 38. Iwhere . Mr.- Vanfittart’s.'. Narrative is referred to, -VoI.T. p, 5. 
as if that gentleman had-faid,, “ .that Sujah Cawn.was..theilaft lawful- nabob of Bengal,-’ 
'■\vhereas Mr. ^Vanfittart exprefleTho fuch 'opinion. , 

J Confiderations, fol. gg. j-.,, .• • i, ■ ... " 

§ To reftore the E'nglifli effefts,' and give poffenion of the . twenty-four pergunnahs, or 
villages, which by the treaty he had ceded. .Immediately after the' treaty with Serajah al Dow- 
lah 
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dltatcd oni* deflriidi’on. He negotiated with *- Monfieur Bufley, to intro- 
duce into Bengal a body of French -troops',' (the tW nations being then at' 
war)forthc exprefs t 'phrpofe of adihg ag^'nft theEriglifh. A juft felf-de- 
fence, therefore, required, that fome'meafures fliould be taken on our part, 
before the fliips and forces left the river.' Reinforced 'from the 'fleet, our 
army, amounting to iboo- Europeans, 'and 2060 fepoys, flood oppofed 
to 20,000 horfc, and 50,000 foot. In 'this fltuatibh, it ■was judged expe-^ 
dient to fecure fome of thofe' chiefs in duf intcrefl, whom' the nabob’s 
violence had difgufted ; and Mcer jiiffier, being -the' mofl powerful, was 
chofen as a proper ally. - ' • • ' . A- 


The malice of' Mr.. Bolts does not reft here. FIc repfefents this re-vo-* 
lution as ah enterprize of no’difliculty^Speaking of -the battleofFlalTey 
he fays, “ Happy it was for the company that this numerous army 
“ madefo little reriflanccj 'that, atcording to'Mr. SeVafton, there were only 
“ feveniy luen^killcd and Wound'cdP- ' The nabob not* only had' a humerous’ 
army, but likewife the alTiftancc 'of French oflicers, and one" hundred Eu-' 
fopean foldiers. The advice, received "from Meerjafiier, contained no-’ 
thing biit excufes for not -ading, and to- the laft hour we obtained no 
fupport from this leader, who ‘commanded ten thoufand men. ' At the, 
fame time intelligence was received through another channel “ that the 
whole affair had been difeovered by the nabob, and tha:t he and Meer 
“ Jaffier were one.” This embarrafling fituation gave rife to a council 
of war, at vdiich a large- majority declared ' againft an immediate attack." 


lali in Feb. 1757, Mr, Vcrclfl vms appointed to take charge of the company’s faftory at 
Luckyporc, and receive from the officers of the government the cfFeSts that had been taken from 
that place. On his paflage from Calcutta to Luckypore -with Mr. Middleton'(a gentleman now 
in the council at Bengal) in the month of April 1757 ;,they were attacked and taken prifoncts 
by a body of the nabob’s troops. The commanding officer produced the nabob’s orders not 
to fuffer, on any account whatever, any Europeans to pafs and repafs in the country, particu- 
larly the Engliffi. .He alfo produced letters, pointing out the gentlemen,, nominated to take 
charge of the faftorics, to be particularly within fuch orders. He moreover .declared, that the 
treaty would not be regarded on the part of the nabob, and that ive fhould foon again experience 
the firength of his arm. The battle of PJafley happened on the 20th of June following.' 

* Commander of the French army in the Deccan. 

•|- This appeared not only from unqueftioiiabic information received-at the time, but was fur-, 
thcr confirmed by the nabob’s papers, 
f Confidcrations, fob 40. 

. B After 
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After a deliberatipa of twpntyrfour hpur^, • colonel .Gliye refolyed to per- ^ 

c.pntr^ry^to .the, determination, of the council of war,; 
was ordered .to ma^Qh'. ■ The .:eyent, ihewed- his judgment ;tp haye. been well ' 
founded.^ Oux,negptiations:,iri.,the nabob’s camp- had already decided the:; 
conte'^ft, .We . learn .Apm,;:M^ on- the rday- of' the battle,: 

* ' . .1 ( ' ;• i i > X i , . ' ) X.. -■ - . - - . ' • » • ’ , ' / 

3; body of about., ffty^Frerich , adya^^ :^Qnt: pf the reft, -their of-; 
“ ,ficer‘ calling p,u^ “?■ i S.ubahdar’s ,;trciops to follow : 

“ chim,;. for fuclv.waS' their- miftruft of ; each* other, that no' coinrriander 
.dared 'tp., y.enture, on ,finglyy for fear fpme 'pthec commander, . fufpedted ' 
“ of attachment to us, ftiould fall on him.” Among, many other, for-' 
tunate accidents, Meer Modun, the beft and moft faithful of the Su- 
bxhjlar’s;o^cers^^;Wa?; killed inithe'‘beginning of :the adti’on,-' and his death; 
greELtly .contributed tojthe pfy yidlory . gained, 'by the-Englifh- army. 

•rfbe fubfequent events , are .fufficiently,.explained,.in, the. firftchapter of 
this ■work. ^ During^ M.e.e.r Jaftie^^’s .-government, : prince.; Ally- Gohar, (the- 
prefent Mpgul^^ provinces -• pf Bengal,- was repulfed .by the: 

EnKliih under colonel -rCUveyr ading; as; allies^ to, the Subalidaff At'this;: 

x*.-- ■ * ■■ 

■fune-wde written the .letters,, mentioned by Mr. Bolts, .to .'thofe, rebellious^' 
rajahs whohaddai;fi4riioJojn hm'f^^^^^ .rpp.en, ene.niycofj Meer jaifier;: 
The fuppofe'd..cpntradidipn ,is, ..that when .lord;. Gliycj-:, upon; hisnlaE'-ar— 
rival in- India, found .other . .engagements;;- taken; refp.edihg 'Other, coiintriesy 
he concurred; with the. fele.d committee;.in., adhering' likewife :to thefe new 
engagempnt-s.,, ..The .Mog-id did tio.f .itideed; obt:ainLthe .whole dominions oT 
Oude, which a former council had f agreed to give him before they had- 
cohquered the country. But, he',; did. obtain' the countries, of Korah and; 
Illahabadj.his. ppflelfion. being .^guarantied-by the 'Englifli. - To thefe like-' 
wife' was added an .' annual - payment of, twenty-fix, lacks from, Bengal., 
The . expediency . pf.yeftoringXo.-Sujah al Dowlah the- other territories of; 
Oude, will be evinced in' the hiftorical; part of this, book.' Mr. Bolts,, 
fpeakiiig of this -reftoration,, fays, .p. 30; “ againft the wealth of this na- 
“ bob, as Mr. Dow veryjuftly obferves,- the virtue of fome of our re- 

• 'Gonfidcrations, fol; 25. Mr. Bolts has made a falfe quotation from Mr. Scrafton., 

^ Appendix,?. 163. No. '51. B. t Appendix, p./iyi. No. 58. 
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-volutionijls was by no means ; proof.” Within three pages ' heAepre- 
fents . the y^wt’ . mcn upon the fame o'ccafiony ms bribes from 'this 

Mogul, whofe interefts they are fuppofed to'-liave facrifieed to Sujah al, 
Dowlah. “ Amidft all his misfortunes, this prince has’ given- fe'veral in- 
“ ftances of great generofity,- particularly to the members of the fecret 
“ committee, for their diflinguifli’ed merit tind difintcrefled feryices. One 
imlance may be fecn' in . lord Clive’s letter to the court 'of ^difediorsi, of 
the 30th of September 1765, where it appears liis impenal majefy 
“ had prefented. general Carnac with' two lacks of rupees.” ' This laft 
mentioned fadt , which is fuppofed to be conclufive evidence of corruption, 
candidly told,.- ‘will afford an oppofite inference. General Carnac, who- Had 
commanded the company’s, forces With great reputation, and wlthfldbd 
many temptations of pecuniary emolument, had an offer of two lacks 
from the Mogul. The Mogul WtOte to the council upon the fubjedt, and 
lord Clive mentioned his letter, with its occafion, to -the court of difeef 
tors for their .judgment. Wheii .a man Wahtolil)^ ftabs the charadler^ of 
thofe whofe adtions engage the public attention, it , will require hiore 
underflanding than Mr. Bolts poffeffes, to make falfe a^eVtiohs wear the 
face of probability . . - ■ - . • . , j jo 

* “ Another inftance of the generoGty of the Mogul, Mr. Bolts fays, -^ras given in the.yeac 
1767, when his majefly likewife prefented colonel Richard Srhith wdth two lacks more ; as 
“ appears from the following minute of the council at Calcutta. . ' . J 

“ At a confultation held the 14th of September 1767, prefent, Harry Verelfl:, efq. prefident, 
“.John -Cartier, Richard Bechcr, James Alexander, William Alderfey, Charles F-floyferj and 
“ Alexander Campbell, efqrs. ■ . . • 

“ .Received a letter from- Col. Richard Smith at Ilkh'-ahdd,- dated the 20th of ‘July, dfi fiic 
.fuhje£l of the two lacks of rupees, he requcftetf ’their permilTion to receive as a gratuity frorfi 
“ the kihgb offering fevefal arguments to our confideration, and acquainting us with his ina- 
" .jefty’s abfolutc refufal to take back the tdep j he had granted j therefore HrcJdfihg'it for us to 
“ difpofe of as might feem moff equitable.” 

. Mr. Bolts has fuppreffed the refolution of the prefident and cbiinciJ; which immediately fol- 
lows his quotation. “ Agreed, we acknowledge the receipt of the'colonel’s letter, with the tcep 
inclofed, informing him that, as his majefly has fo abfolutely refufed to take back the note for 
*' the two lacks, we fliall keep it in our hands till the pleafure of the court of dire£lors can be 
known.” At the" fame time obferving, “ that our fentiments on the occafion are flill the fame 
“ as mentioned in our former letter to him on the fubje£l.” Thefe fentiments condemning 
all .prefents “ as manifeftly contrary to the will of their employers,” were expreffed in the above- 
mentioned letter to colonel Smith, but more fully in one .to the king ; “ That we,” (the pre- 

, t A promifibry note, here an order of payment for money. 
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Is it ncccflarjr here to enter on the fuhjed of the Dewanny, “ a hard 
“ name, well ‘‘f calculated for a blind to amiife the Eritifli logillaturc r’- 
Mr. Bolts docs not chufe “ to inveiligate in this place all the })rivatc 
“ reafons which occafioncd this Dewanny being aflumcd by lord Clive 
” and his fclea committee i'.” Why not? If Mr. Bolts knows any pri- 
fuatc reafons, flioukl this virtuous zealot fupprefs them ? If he knows, 
none, how bafe the imputation ! A plain ;]; narrative will fuggcfl the pub- 
lic reafons for this mcafurc, and flicw the ncccflity of uniting to the mi- 
litary power the means of fupporting it. Indeed the frequent diflrcflcs. 
of our array, from the irregular payment of the monthly fums flipulatcd 
for its fubllflcncc, mull have opened the eyes of the blind ; but a former 
council thought it more expedient to leave two millions of annual re- 
venue, in , the, hands of a difarmed and dcfcncclcfs nabob. The idea of 
Mr. Bolts,, tliat the hard word Dewanny was intended to amufe the Bri- 
tilli legiflature, is too ridiculous to deferve a refutation; but it may be 
•y/prth; remarking, that the fyhem called in dcrifion t]ic Douni.E Go- 
vernment,., had been cAablifltcd by the fame .council in their treaty of 
February, This, in truth, tvas ncccflarlly. derived from that train 

of events which led an aflbeiated dependent body of Britifli fubjeds to 
the acquifition of empire. And Bengal being, through this medium,, 
united with England, the legiflature of this country can alone cftablifli a 
government different from that which at prefent cxifls. 

■•Itds' impoffible to difmifs the prefent fubjed without feme obfervations 
on the, comparative advantages of the two treaties, as ftated by h'lr. Bolts, 
p. 52. He firft affumes, as a permanent revenue, the five lacks per 
month from the nabob, which, by. the terms of the treaty, were to be 

fident and council) “ earneflly wifhed our attachment might appear to the world more conneded 
by hmour, than by any inicrejied iye ; that; it was moft glorious for him, and moft reputable 
“ for ourfelves, to have a friendfliip founded on fucb a bafis ; that we could not confent to the 
colonel’s acceptance of his prefent without the approbation of the cotirt of directors ; ami 
“ that we inuft requeft, that he would not, in future, confer fuch donations on any of the Eng- 
y lifli chiefs.” Such was the fubftance of this letter, as it appears in the public records of 20tli 
July, 1767. .The court of direftors refufed their permiffion, and tbs teep was referred to the king. 
His majefty’s receipt was Immediately. depofited among the records at Bengal. 

* Confiderations, p. 33; t Conliderations, p. 35. 

X See our firft Chapter. ' § Appendix, p. 164. No. ^2. 
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only paid during the war with Sujah al Dowlah He eftimates likewife the- 
zemindary of Bulwaiit Sing- at forty-five lacks, from which the company 
received, while in pofieffion, only twenty lacks, as the nabob of Oude 
had done before them. If this revenue was fo extremely improveable, 

• why did not Mr. Bolts, a company’s fervant refident upon the fpot, one 
intrufted with the management, intimate- his opinion to the council ? 

The eftimate of Mr. Bolts is mentioned merely for the purpbfe of {hew- 
ing his difpofition to miflead. The fituation of the zemindary of Bui- 
want Sing would have made it a burthen, and not an advantage, to the 
company, as the reader will fully underftand in his further progrefs. 

It would fatigue the mofi; patient attention to follow Mr. Bolts through 
all his mifreprelentations, very liberally fcattered in every page of his- 
■ book. From the few inftances here given of his candor, the reader will 
judge of the credit due to his “ Confiderations on India Affairs.” It will 
■n«verthelefs be proper to take notice of thofe parts, in which he blends 
fome particular charges with much general invedive. After this, the 
reader would fcarcely pardon the omiffion, were I not to introduce this 
llurdy champion to his more intimate acquaintance. 

Mr. Bolts begins his ninth chapter with a fwelling panegyric upon the' 
upright adminijfration of juftice, with the confequent encreafe of induftry, 
population, and commerce. He then very pioufly proceeds to blacken 
the charaders of all concerned in the government, police, and adminiftra- 
tion of juftice in Bengal. According to his reprefentation, the governor 
and council are cruel tyrants, the courts of juftice are become engines of” 
oppreffion, and the judges, fervilely complaifant to the ruling power, are- 
no longer the guardians of public or of private rights.. 

Should a difcontented man colled fads for the purpofe of mifrepre- 
fentation ? Should many circumftances be fuppreffed to give a falfe colour- 
ing to others? Should a work of this kind be given to the world, when 
.* Appendix, p, 162. No. 50, 
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^ many perfons concerned in thefe tranfadions, are at the diftance of half 
.the globe ; ..a-nd when many now in England, not confcious of mifcon- 
,dud, had negleded to prefeiwe , authentic . vouchers, refpeding ordinary 
occurrences j amidft an infinite multiplicity of affairs f it .will not be' ex- 
, peded that I fhould follow fuch a writer through all his filth, ; induftrioufly 
colleded. Should, it however appear, that not the flighteft imputation 
can arife, unlefs to Mr. Bolts himfelf, from thofe relations of real fads’- ' 
which'inake the moft formidable appearance in his book, no one will 
think the requefl very unreafonable, if he be defifed to fufpend at leaft 
his belief in thofe particulars, where fufficient documents cannot be im- 
mediately procured. - : ’ . , , 

The . cafe of Parfeek .Arratoon, an Armenian merchant-^, has been fe- 
leded for the purpofe of proving, the entire and fubmiffive dependence of 
the mayor’s court ; how ready the judges were to obey the nod of a go- 
vernor. Had the whole truth appeared, ■ the - reader muft have drawn* an 
inference diredly contrary to the conclufion of Mr. Bolts. To give a co- 
' lour to his charge, he reprefents Mr. Verelft and his partners as defirous 
of engroffing all the fait in that part of the country. : The contrary is 
notorioufly true. Hundreds of others dealt, in falt» and^this, very parcel 
was foon refold at a profit of two thoufand pounds. Yet 'thefe gentle- 
men, by an intemperate decifion of the mayor’s court, hearing .only the 
evidence of one party, are compelled to pay 700,0 1. more; than they .them- 
■felves had received. , . 

Mr. Verelft, upon entering into the more immediate charge' ' of. public 
affairs as governor, found it neceffary to rehait . the care of his private 
affairs to others, and this, in particular, was entirely under the manage- 
ment of Mr. Lewis, who had an equal intereft f therein. The agents of 
Mr. Lewis bought' a quantity of fait at Nattoor of Tome black merchants*, 
whofe property it appeared to be. A difpute arofe refpeaing , the de- 
•lii-ery, in which poflibly 'fome violence was ufed by both parties. , The 

* Confiderations, p. gr. , . • . , 

-}- As joint partner with Mr. Sykes and Mr. Verelft, , . .. 
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affair, however, came before "the cutcherry, where, “ according to the 
“ general pradice of the court, when not unduly interrupted, to have every 
“ caufe determined by arbitrators, or umpires, chofen by the * parties,” ' 
this matter was referred to five principal merchants, who gave their award 
infavour of the purchafcr, declaring the contrad “afairand legal bargain.” 
Mr. Bolts afferts, that “the Armenian,, fenfible that the price of fait 
“ would rife, ordered' his gomaftaH tp fallen up the warehoufe, and not 
“ to fell i'.” The ArmenianAvas fo far from- this difpofition, th'at-his go- 
maftah had before been . with Mr.. Sykes, offering the fait to fale. He 
engaged to deliver it within a fortnight, and accepted part of the price 
in the prefence of witneffes. A few, days after, he applied to Mr. Sykes, 
and, by intreaties, prevailed upon liim to relinquifli the bargain. The 
fame fait was then fold to the agents of Mr. Lewis for a larger fum. It 
is demonftrable that the full market price was here given, becaufe many 
parcels of fait \vere bought of European gentlemen, particularly of :j: Mr. 
Marriott, then in council, about the fame time, at a greater diftance from 
the' place, of manufadure, and at a price fomewhat lower. Thus the 
tranfadion {lands above all poffible imputation, becaufe no injuftice could 
have been committed againft European gentlemen, and the Armenian 
merchant had a yet better bargain. But the value of the commodity ftill 
rlfing in the market, the gomailah of Parfeek Arratoon again defired to 
evade the delivery, upon which the reference above-mentioned took place, . 
and an award was made in favour of the purchafer. 

The award being made, Coja Parfeek Arratoon then appeared, and. 
claiming a property in the fait, ^ which he alledged to have been forcibly 
taken from his gomaftahs, filed his bill in the mayor’s court at Calcutta, - 
to which Mr. Lewis § gave a full anfwer upon oath, denying every part 
of. the charge. But before the witneffes could come from Nattoor, the 
plaintiff had brought the caufe to a hearing upon ex parte depofitiOns.^ 
Mr. Verelft, thinking his charader as well as property affeded by this " 

* Confideraiions, p. 8o. f Ibid. p. 185. 

t This gentleman is now In England.. 5 This Gentleman. is likewife in England. 

O 
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proceeding, •wrote a note '■’^to Uic mayor, praying to be indulged wiib a 
proper time to produce his evidence; at the fame lime acquainting him, 
that the court would probably be no more troubled willi the fuit, as Pc- 
trufe Arratoon (who afterwards became executor to Parfcck Arratoon, and 
at this time tranfaflcd his bufincfs) had propofed to refer their difpute to 
arbitration. So little was Mr. Vcrclft inclined to lake any advantage, 
that although one award had been already made, Petrufe Arratoon did 
himfclf^ at the reqiicfi; of Mr. Vcrclft, choofc the arbitrators, and named 
Thomas Cooke and Jofeph Price for a fccond reference. In the mean 
time, bonds were drawn and executed by fomc of the parties ; but Pe- 
trus Arratoon, diftrufting probably the jufticc of liis caurc, wanted to in- 
fert as a condition that his ‘loitncff'cs only fttould be heard. To comply 
with his demand was impoflible. It was difficult to conceive the fourcc of 
fuch a requeft, until his ftibfcquent condudl explained the myftcry. 
Thinking he had obtained an advantage by fome irregularity in tlic ex- 
aminer of the court, who had taken the dcpofitions on the part of the 
defendant, he relinquiflted his former engagement, and urged the caufc to 
a decifion. A petition was prefented on the part of Mr. Vcrelft and his 
partners, praying that the error miglit be corrcflcd, and the witneftes 
again brought to Calcutta at their cxpcncc j'. Yet the mayor and alder- 
men refufed to comply with this very reafonable requeft, and proceeded 
to a decree upon the .evidence folely of the plaintifl-. Thus thefe gen- 
tlemen are now compelled to pay 7000 1. more than the fum for which 
they themfelves refold the fait. Here, moft certainly, no favour was 
fliewn; perhaps the reader may think thJlt the lules of the court v,eiQ 
-ftrained even to. the verge of injuftice. 


The author of Conftderations, not- contented with this happy mftance 
of domineering power, produces another ' extraordinary cafe of Mr. 
Alexander JephfonJ, where the governor and council refufed to interfere 

« At the fame time Mr. Vereleft’s attorney at law (Mr.-Whitlal) prepared a petition to die 

court. Appendix, p. 174. No. 61. ^ . xt 

t Appendix, p.' 175. No. 62. . t Appendix to Confiderations, p. 43 - No. 20. 
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the courts of juftice. ‘Mr. Bolts has given us full proof, viz. the 
memorial of an angr)’- man to the court of direftors. The greater part 
of this ftoi'y is fuch, that I, with Mr.*” De Grey “ know not how to be- 
“ lieve the parties, - concerned in tranfading it, would admit it to be 
“ true.” The attorney-general was certainly right, in thinking that 
« feveral of the decrees as Jlated are erroneous, and might be appealed 
“ from'}';” but it remained for Mr. ij: Sayer to difeover, . that a letter to 
the governor and council, complaining of an illegal arreft, without 
fkiting the proceedings or decree of the court, was an aclual appeal ; or 
that it could be criminal for the governor and council to acquaint Mr. 
Jephfon, in reply to his letter, that nothing but decrees regularly ap- 
pealed, are cognizable by them. Perhaps, in this inftance, they were 
better lawyers than Mr. Sayer. Be this as it may, the cafe is here men- 
tioned only for the purpofe of • fliewing that the governor and council are 
not forward to interfere irregularly, or arrogate a fuperiority over the 
mayor’s court at Calcutta. If Mr. Jephfon, inftead of appealing, chofe 
to refill or fly from the officers of jullice, the governor and council aded 
with equal propriety in direding the commanders of the company’s fhips 
not to countenance fuch an attempt, or receive Mr. Jephfon on board. 

Mr. Bolts, in his Confiderations, page 95, fays, a tradefman and in- 
habitant of Calcutta, named Gocul Sonar, “preferred his complaint” 
againft one Nobekilfen, “ at the court of the general quarter feffions 
“ held at Calcutta on the 4th of March 1767, in a petition to the grand 
“ jury, but without any fuccefs; for it was remarkable that the chief juf- 
“ tice, Hariy Verelft, efq. then on the bench, getting the petition 
“ into his own hands from another jullice, to whom .the former had de- 
“ livered it, he immediately and fuddenly called and difmilfed the ju-. 
lies.” 

On the 4th of March, Gocul Sonar did prefent his petition to the 
grand jury. When the petition was delivered, into court, it became the 
duty of the jullices to decide t?viiether they had authority to hear the caufe. 

* See his opinion, Appendix to Confiderations, p.-54. ■ f See the fame opinion, 
t See Mr. Sayer’s opinion. Appendix to Confiderations, p. 53, 

' ■ , 'E tilpon 
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Upon deliberation they, were all unaniinoufly of opinion, that a criminal- 
charge between the natives. only,, did not belong to the jurifdiaion of the 
lelfions; and accordingly referred the complaint to the court of zemindar^ 
before \Yhom it was afterwards heard and determined. 

Without examining whether it was originally the intention of his- 
majelly to fubjeft the natives, refiding within our diflridls, to the cri-* 
minal laws of Great Britain, it will be fiifilcicnt for the prefent occafion 
to flaew, that the charter of jullice will bear the condriidlion here given, 
to, it, and that the julliccs were led by confiderations of duty and. hu- 
manity to adopt this interpretation. 

In civil matters, the charter contains an exception of fuits between na-- 
tives only, unlefs both parties fliall fubmit the fame to the determination 
of the mayor’s court. And although this charter, granted the 26th of 
George II. at a time when we were wholly dependent upon the country 
'government, is filent refpeding criminal matters, it was difficult for the 
gentlemen to believe that .the lives of'the natives ffiould be Icfs regarded 
than their property, or that jullice could authorize a trial by laws which 
the criminal could not poffibly undcrhaiid. 

• in the year 1762, a native detedlcd one of his women In an ad of in- 
fidelity. Throughout the Eaft, women are wholly fubjed to the will of 
their mailers, and every hulband is the avenger of his own wrongs. 
The man therefore, fatisfied of her guilt, proceeded to puniflrmcnt, by 
cutting off her nofe. He was arraigned at the Calcutta feffions. He con- 
feffed the fad, but urged that he had done nothing to oflhnd the laws a.nd 
cuftoms in which he had been educated. That the woman was his pro- 
perty ; and that, by fuch cuftoms, he had a right to fet a mark upon her 
for her infamy. That he had never heard of the laws by which they tried 
‘ hirn, but defired to put one queftlon to -the bench Did they believe that if 
he had known the punilliment to be death, he would ever have committed 
what they now called a crime ? The man, notwithftanding’ this defence, 
was condemned and hanged; for if the court poffefs jurifdidion, they 

muff proceed according, to the Englilh laws^ - . ' 

Thus 
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ThiVs an -aR of parliament, which took its rife from an injuiy done to 
an Englifli gentleman, may violate the fecret receifes of the haram, ahd^ a 
man of the firft rank, charadier, and fortune, mayfuffer a moft igno-< 
minious f death, for an adt which he is taught to believe undeferving cen-- 
fure. The charge may be fupported by the teftimony of flaves, or even 
of the guilty woman. By this rule of evidence, thofe ties- of d'omeflic 
fubjedlion are broken, wliich a perfedtioh of civil polity (unknown iir 
Afia) can alone properly relax. Manners here fupply the defedf of laws. 
If the latter are not fufficiently perfedt to become an objedt of men’s- af— 
fedtions', they attach themfclves more flrongly.to the former;- nor can 
we imagine the cuftoms relating to domcftic government, lead; facred in 
their e)’'es, fince thefe the continued habits> of the individual-, the laws and 
religion of the nation equally confpire to uphold. 

This fabjcdt is more largely treated in the' lad part of theprefent Work. 
Let it therefore fuffice here to obfcrve, that the very few indances of pu- 
nidnnent indldted by our courts, 'had fprcad a- general alarm, and pro-' 
duccd in the year 1765, a petition to the governor and council, figned by’ 
the. native inhabitants of Calcutta, praying, that they might not be fub-- 
. jedted to laws which to them were wholly unknown ij:^ 

Adtuated therefore by honed motives, the judices unanimoufly referred- 
-the complaint of Gocul Sonar to the court of zemindar, rjnd the bufinefs 
of the fedions being finidred, the juries were called and difmided. In 
•this cafe, it would have been peculiarly improper for the fedions to have 
proceeded becaufe the accufation related to the exercife of judicial autho- 
rity in the cad cutcherry by Nobekiden, adided by the miniders of their 
religion §. 

Sir John Coventry, In the time of Charles II. 

f The ancient moguls and nabobs would not permit any of the profeflbrs of Iflam to be 
hanged according to the Englifla cuftom, efteeming that too ignominious a death for a Maho- 
medan to fuffer. Confiderations, p.'Si. 

% See this petition, Appendix, p. 177. No. 63. 

V-AII nations ha-ve their courts of ecclcfiaflical jurifdI£lIon dlftinft from the- adminiftration 
of civil jiiftice, in fome with a more limited, in others with more extenfivc authority, nie 
follov.'ers of Emma in Bengal have their caft-cutcherrics, or courts to take cognizance of all 
matters relative to thefcvcral calls, or tribes of the Plindoo religion. Their religious purity de- 
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It will be - now neceffaYy to’ follow Goeul Sonar, and his patron Mr.. 
Bolts, to the court of the zemindar; but firft it may be proper to acquaint 

the reader who- tliis Nobkiffen was,, and whence arofc^tlie complaint.^ 
againft him., ■ ' . ' 

. ■ * ' ‘ 

Nobekiffen is a native Hindoo, who had been' extremely zealous iri the 
Englifli caufe during the troubles preceding Meer Jalficr’s elevation to the* 
fubahdarry. Wheri the war broke out with Meer Coffim; he attended 
major Adariis, and' continued -with that commander till the fubhadar was- 
driven out of the provinces.. His addrefs,. and attachment to the Engliflij, 
recommended him to lord Clive, who made him banyan to the committee;, 
in which office he. continued, the three years likewife. of Mr. Verelft’s go- 
vernment 

This man having charge' of the call cutcherry, one' Ram, a goldfmitir,. 

, complained, that his mother and brother-in-law forcibly with-held his wife- 
from him in their houfe, and not only refilled him admittance to fee her; 
but permitted another man to vifit her, which, if known, might' endah- ' 
ger the lofs of his call. The perfons were font fOr , and the affair com- 
promifed to the apparent fatisfaftion of all parties.- About twenty days; 
afterwards, this was made the fubjedt of an accufatio'n againft Nobekiffen ; . 
and that the crime might be capital by the Englifli law, the witneffes 
readily fwore j to a- fail', of -which, if true, they could have no- know- 

pends-on the conftant obfervance of fuch numberlefs precepts, that the authority of thefe courts - 
enters into the concerns of common life, and is, confequently, very extenfive. A degradation 
from the call, by their fentence,- is a fpecies of excommunication, attended with the moft dread- 
ful. effefts, rendering the offender an. outcaft from focicty. BuLas the weIght.of. the punifhmenV 
depends merely upon the opinion of the people, it is unncceffafy to fay that it cannot be iiiflidlcd . 
by the Englifli governor (as Mr. Bolts afferts, p. 83.) unlefs the mandate of a governor could' 

' jnftantly change the religious fentiments of a nation. Neither can a man once degraded- 
be reflored, . but by the general fufFrage of his own tribe, tb'e fanfl:ibn of tlie Bramins, (who 
’ are the head tribe) and the fuperadded concurrence of the fupreme civil, power. Seethelaft, 
feftion of Mr. Verelfl’s InftrufHons to the fupravifors, an article in the Appendix. , 

* Mr. Bolts is miftaken when he afferts that Nobekiffen was .banyan to the governor. This- 
nomination only implied his being an agent for the committee in political tranfaftions with the 
country powers. - 

f They fwore that, their filler was carried away and violated, although, according to their- . 

own relation, they were abfent.Vi’hen-fhe is fuppofed' to have been taken away. 

, - • . ' ledgCj, 
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ledge, tlie fubfequent rape of their flfter. The juftices in quarter-feffions- 
referred the complaint to the court of. the zemindar. Mr. Bolts attend— 
ing, a paper, which he declared, himfelf to have tranflated,' was pro- 
duced, and delwered as the depofition of ' Gocul Sonar. Mr.. Bolts was 
delirous that Kifno Sonar, the brother, fliould fwear generally to the 
truth of the written paper; but this compendious method of giving tef-- 
timony, not meeting with the approbation of Mr. Ffloyer the zemm- 
dar, the witnefs .v,\as compelled to fubmit to an examination, in which he 
materially differed from his brother. Several witneffes were likewife ex- 
amined on the part of the accufed, and proved the relation before given 
of the affair, intirely to the fatisfadtion of Mr. Ffloyer, “ who reported, 
as his opinion, “ that it was an accufation .malicioufly invented- to de- 
“ preciate the chara£ter . of Nobekiffen, there ■ not being a Angle circum- 
“ fiance in the depofitions that can create a fufpicion of hils having had , 
“ the informant’s filler at his houfe'l'.”' 

Mr. Bolts mull excufe me if I cannot believe that the information, 
which he has given the public in his Confiderations, page 96, dated- 
the 20th of May, 1767, was ever fubferibed by Mr. Ffloyer;- be- 
caufe Mr. Ffloyer mentioned his error the next day to Mr. Verelfl, 
who was abfent from Calcutta fome weeks before the 26th- of = May, and* 
did not , return till long after. Mr. Ffloyer, in his minute publiflied by- 
Mr. Bolts +, written fome months after the tranfadlion, fays, “ thefe were- 
“ depofitions taken before him, fitting as zemindar, in confequence of the' 
“ reference from the quarter feffions,” and his report of that trial is dated’ 
the 17th of March, thirteen days after the petition to the grand jury. 
For the truth of his affertion he refers § to the records and officers of the' 
court, “ who were the only perfons made life of by him during the' 
“ whole courfe of the enquiry.’^ Had' Mr. Ffloyer afferted a falfehood,, 
the means of detection were abundant. The miflake . therefore mull have- 

• A gentleman now In England. 

t See bis report, Appendix, p. i8a. in which IS'Ir. Ffloyer refers to the depofitions, in.fupj- 
port of his opinion. 

t Confiderations, p. 98. In a, note at the bottom; , ■ ' 

, § Mr. Ffloyer was molt, probably, at this time, no longer zemindar, others fucceedihg in- 
turn-,. 


been?. 



beefi.|ha<Ie loQg. I|efore,,,aad:it’ wilLTcarce'^be -.tliouglit: probable tbeTain6 
ihould-,be repeaM ou tlie 2otli of: Mi;, Bdtsv‘^^'^ibpYmg the-Mi 

iHite, lias npt-;givea:us tbe montlidn wKiGh tlie er-TOrds faidi to have beeti 
committed,.- apd \y.ould: have’ the reader ipferV^ that’ the- miniife^ to 

his informatioa Oi.- the 20th of- May, though- the contrary-' (the il'ory being 
fairly told) is. apparent from, every. linci’- . 

■ This .was npt.the fingler attempt made againif the- life - of Nobekiflen. 
A bramin was prevailed upon,: by promifes of ihoney,. to charge hull with 
■violating his wife,. to add (as; the parties exprefscthemfelves’)' a Imk to 
“ the chain.’’- - T^hey proceeded seven .to- threaten -the life of .the -woman,* 
ivhp,., d.feclaring. fhe .never ' .would' ruin an dniioceiit-sperfon, 'revealed -the, 
dehgn tP'.iSIobekitreri.' The truth of thisTnfamous' tranfaffcio'nwas' evinced- 
by the. confeiTiOns:, of thei braminv and- one of '.the feducers; : R.amfphaf 
Gofe, by the tehimony of the wife, .and of two other, vdtheflbs.; . ' ' 

To. underfland the: :affaif ' .df ; Il:amnaut; it .willcbecnecedary. tprdjfe<9:.tlie 
reader’s attention to • what, paffed' previous- to. this; nian’s-. complaint, which- 
Mri Bolts thinks; “ foreign to his purpofc: to .relate.”,. The opprelTions.' 
committed: by thofe; who. -took upon diepafelves the. charader of Engliflii 
agents, are, in. other parts- of .thi§- Work,, fufficiently explainedv f The, ti- 
midity of the public odicers, and, incapacity of . the country government: to, 
reprefs this growing evil, had compelled. the governor and council,, on va- 
rious occafions,, to make the .abufe of Englitli influence,' the fubjed of 
their- enquiries. The neceffity- of their- interference cannot be., better 
evinced, than by informing, the. .reader that it was. not. uncommon for. 
many, particularly the Armenians, to calhthemfelves the gomaftahs or, agents 
of Englifh gentlemen, without any authority. from their fuppofed principal,;, 
and fuch was the dread of our. power,, that. even the neighbouring princes 
would rarely venture to. check . .the, diforders .hereby occafioned, without, 
firil making application to our government. 

The reader who will carry in his mind tlic dilllhdion arifing. between, 
•the Englifli agent and the native,' from the want of a controuling power 
over the former, will readily conceive the nature of that fair, open, and 
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unrcpaked trade, in favour ' of whicli- Mr. Bolts t fo . veliementlf dec! aims - 
and alfo of tliofe numberlefs oppr'effion's, . groaning, under whieh' Mr-. 
Bolts -accumulated, in the fpace of fix years, /a ’ larger ' fortune than 
•many gentlemen who have .refidedfwenty years. -in- Ihdiaf arid .filled the 
higheft ftations in the company -s ferwceL . : ' • ' - ■ .■ 


.. - It wa§ a . great- point ^of- policy among ■all conceited ’' in thi& tinfeftfaihed 
nade, to -deter, the .governor - -and- 'ebhhcil from animadverting upon ' the 
condu< 3 ; of their, agents,, particularly within the province' of ' Bengal,, 
where the debility of - the country government npehed Ml faher ‘ prdfpeds 
of .advantage. ; Mr. Bolts, upon thefe'-bcCafions;' difii’nguiihed 'himfelf as - 
the great leader .of feditioii, - and no fiSorierwa's Ramnaut ' proved to have 
committed more than ordinary violence,, fhan f e-becaine'this gentlenian’s.' 
j agent,, confidant,, and friend.,:;' '• 0-' - 




' . ■ - • • . - ' ^ 

V ^ In the year 1765!^ conlplaliits' tvfere'ihade by'tlie inhabitants- of Maulda, 

and the adjacent countryi' of cruelties and 'oppreffiOns committed by this 

man, of a nature fiioching to huinanit^n ■ Not only depfedations on pro- 

pertyj. but various nieans of -torture were uftd for the purpofe 'of effed:-- 

ih'g his interefted defigns. ' Many particiilaV crirties bdiig prO-v^ed- hy the 

paths of ■ witnefles, aslikewifeby the con'feflion . of Ramnaut hiffiielf h, 

the council: dircdred him to'; be. iraprirohed,V-uhtil fatisfa'dion flionld be 

made to -the -perfons injuredJ The- fruitful hrkin of this ih'aii foon de- 

vifed the ineans of his releafe. He pretended -that he was only the agent 

of an. .Engliili gentleman ; that nothing had been done-withoht the direc-- 

tion of his mafter, who had received the money ; and. that he was -utterly 

unable to make fatisfadion, unlefs .he firft recovered the mon^y from that 

gentleman. Undertaking to fatisfy thofe he had wronged, Ramnaut was dif- 

« According to Iris own account 90,000.!. Preface to Gonfidefations, p. 12. Mr. Bolts 
arrived in Bengal in the fummer of the ycy 1760, and refigned the company’s fervice in No- 
vember 1766 ; during which time he was only a junior fervant, and far- below the rank of conn-- 
cil in the prcfidenCy. . 

t the great intimacy fubfifting between them appears from ‘Cohiiderations, p. 99, to 104. 
Mr. Bolts is defired to fccurc his c.Tccts to become refponfible for payment of money,- -&C. 

J The particulars appear upon the records of the company, - 


charged . 
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charged from confinement to profecute a fuit commenced in tfie Mayor’s 
court., : After much time elapfed, 'it evidently appeared, that hc never had any 
ferious intentibn to proceed in his adiion ; hut while atlibcrty he had devifed 
another -.trick,, which he hoped would, inter eft. tlie governor in the fafetyof 
his fortunes. He purchafed, in July i .766, a quantity of faltj' which had been 
.confignedto Mr. Barwell, near Maulda, in November 1765, on the account 
ofMr.yerelft, who was tlien dijpofing of his mercantile property in the coun- 
try; .and became afterwards farther indebted on the fale of fome boats. 
The purchafe was made in; the name of Bogwendafs, and it was not 
-before 2,5th. Qdlober, , 1 766, that Mr. Verclft was informed,' in a letter from 
Mr, Barweil, , that .Ramnaut had intereft therein f; finding thefe evafions 
infufficieht, , in April 1 767, he applied by letter to the governor, for 
leave to. “day his. cafe -before .the juries at, the next feffions,” now for the 
*firft time accufing Nobeklflen of extorting, money from him during his 
former confinement. He received aflhrances that the ftridteft juftice 
•Ihpuld.be done him; but. as the affair of Gocul Sonar, and alfo the ftory 
of the bramin’s wife, juftified every • precaution, he was confined by a 
guard in his own houfe “ to prevent his being tampered with, and in- 
“ ftrudted in his evidence, until he could be examined by- the committee:}:.” 
This pafled on. the -r5th of . April. ' When he^ was examined on the iSth, 
the falfehood of the whole charge became evident beyond a poffibility of 
doubt. The demand of money was made by a man, whom he had never 
feen before or fince ; whofe, name he had heard, but did not remember. 
He gave Nobekiffen a ring, valued at/14,200 rupees, yet could not pro- 
duce a- fingle witnefs who had feen this ring in his pofleffion ; and the 

' Where an European was concerned, the council thought it neceflary to proceed with cau- 
tion, and remit the affair to the ordinary courts of juftied, who had not fufficient potver to re- 
prefs the evil. Had this charge agaihft Mr. Gray been true, the mayor’s court could only have 
obliged him to refund the money, arid the penal jurifdiftion of the, court of feffions extends 
little beyond the limits of Calcutta. _ • . . ■ • 

, t Ramnaut had applied tb'Mr. Verelft, in the month of Auguft, for his intereft in procur- 
■ 5 ng leave for his return to Maulda, on account of a fhbre he had in the purchafes made of that 
gentleman by Bogwandafe. This pretence Mr. Verelft then confidcred as a mere artifice to ob^ 

tain his releafe. . - 

t See this letter in Coiifidcrations, p. 100, lOi. ' This was .not a fubjea of enquiry before 
that court, to which he wifhed to fubmit it ; but had the complaint been founded in truth, the 
committee could have done him ample juftice, and punifhed the offending party. 

", man> 
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iiiiiri) of whom it was bought^ equally unknown, xvas gone to Dehiy. 
The money was given in private. His fetvaht,'' who carried another funi 
in gold Mohurs to Nobekiflen, was gone to Mauida. He had related this 
tale to his own fervants, and many, others,; yet not one perfon could he 
name. He had been prefled for the payment of his debts, pleaded po- 
verty ; yet never mentioned , thefe extortions by which it was occafioned. 
Afraid to complain at the time, he had ventured to do this at-the diftance 
of a year and half, although his enemy continued in his former employ- 
ment. He had not even mentioned the fubjedt before the 5th of April 
to his friend Mr. Bolts, w'ho then drew his paper of complaint. 

Nobekiflen was now called. The examination of Rainnaut being read 
in the prefence of both, Nobekiflen remarked the inconfiftencies of his ac- 
cufer, and pointed out the means by which fuch a tranfadiiion might be 
proved, if it had ever cxifted. He then concludes his defence in thefe words, 
*' after he had (as he pretends) corrupted me with more than the fum 
he \vas ordered to refund, he was fl;ill fubjedt- to the demand ; 
“ whereas, by a proper application of his money, he might have ferved 
“ every purpofe without my afllflance. What probability, gentlemen, 
“ is therein this (lory? You are tlie judges.” Ramnaut having heard 
the defence, contented himfclf with declaring, that he could not prove 
any circumftances, as the whole tranfadtion was carried on with the 
greatefl; privacy. 

Tired with his artifices, the committee, at length',; ordered this man to 
be delivered over to the country government, that he might be compelled 
to make fatisfadtion to the perfons he had injured ; and the governor gave 
particular diredlions not to molefl; hiiii on account of his own debt, 
which ftill remains in part unpaid f. Yet, upon no better evidence, than a 
fuppofed letter from this Ramnaut, does Mr. Bolts derive a charge againft 

• Money tranfaftions in this country are of a nature not to be concealed. All payments are 
in fpccic. A man of any confequcnce has a number of people about hini, through whofe, 
hands it pad’es, and by whom his accounts arc kept. Thefe Nobekiflen, defired to have called; 
as no receipt, or payment, could be made unknown to tbem, 
t Appendi.\', p. 2co. , ' •* 

Mr. 
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Mr. Verelft; Lut it is the perpetual misfortune of the two frien^Is, 
Mr.. Bolts and Ramnaut, that; no one can, give credit to their accufatlons, 
without fuppofmg a general combination againfl them. 

Another complaint, is of violence done to “certain Armenian -mer- 
“ chants, of eftabliilred credit and reputation, who, like many hundreds 
of others, had been long eftablifhed in India, and were at this time 
“ peaceably engaged in carrying on their own mercantile bufmefs in the 
dominions of the nabob Sujah al Dowlah*.” The truth is, that the per- 
fons here Ipoken of, were the f agents of Mr. Bolts,, and . ackno-wledged 
by him as fuch in his letter to the feled:- committee about this period ; 
although Mr. Bolts havingheen indulged with time for near two years 
after his refignation of the feryice, and affifted in coileding his elFedts, 
had repeatedly promifed, particularly the year ij: before, not to engage in 
any farther- concerns in the country. Inftances of the like inconfiflency- 
are not- unfreq^uent, with the . author of Confiderations. Mr. Bolts, in 
Bengal, makes an extravagant ufe of the Englifli influence, and endea- 
vours, by every, artifice- of- fidlitious rumours and deceitful correfpond- 
ence, to increafe his own importance, together with that of his agents,- 
for -the purpofe of private emolument, in a manner injurious to the 
company, dangerous to our poflelfions, and deftrudive of the peace 
of the country §: nay, in an information delivered at the quarter feffions' 
at Calcutta, upon oath, he there denoininates himfelf “ a loyal fuh-‘ 
“ jedi of Great Britain.” Yet, when he is called upon by the Englifh 
Eaft India Company to anfwer for an interference with their exclu- 
five trade to India, their zealous and devoted fervant is not alhamed 
to plead,, that as an alien he is not the objedt of thofe laws made for 
the protediqn and fecurity of that company in whofe fervice he went firil 

Confiderations, p. i o6. 

; t Mr. Bolts, according to his own declaration* before the committee of the hoiife of com* 

. »ions, had one hundred and fifty of thefe agents; fuch were “ tlie-^merchants of ejiabjijhed credit 
find reputation “ 

t. In his letter to the feleft committee, datcd.February 1 1, 176;;?, .entered, on. the proceedings 
the third, of March following, Mr. 'BoIts has the following words,- “ 1 ajfure yioui gentlemen,- upon 
my honor, that I have not lately, and Jhall not enter into any new inland concerns’, and thailjball hold 
none, lilt fuch as J have already been /ometime engaged in jippendix, p. 194. No. 100. 

5 'Appendix, p. 204, &c, particularly-No.. 1 1-5. 

' 'to 
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to India : A plea wlilcli the Court of Exchequer in England treated with 
the contempt it deferred. In Bengal Mr. Bolts makes his black ferrant 
fign the new covenants with his name,, hoping thereby to evade the 
obligation. This being difeovered, he applies with abjed meannefs to the 
fub-fccrctary, Mr. Baber, clandeftinely to deliver the covenants fo ex- 
ecuted, out of the public office, for the exprefs purpofe, as he then de- 
clared, of re-executing the fame The rcafon given by Mr. Bolts for his 
firft default, is curious. It feems he had taken an oath not to (ign co- 
venants. Being deteded, he was ncvcrthelefs eager to violate this facred, 
though voluntary, obligation. Yet he now attempts to juftify his con- 
dud, becaufc a lawyer has lately correded his former error, by inform- 
ing him, that his fignaturc, being made with his confent, muft be con- 
fidered as his own ad. 

In the fame fplrit is conceived the account given of the Armenian 
merchants. He reprefents the general orders to have been particularly 
direded againft certain individuals, “ greatly interfering with the private 
“ views of the governor and fome of the council f yet Mr. Bolts knew 
thefe to have been only a repetition of the like orders, ineffedually 
iffiied, in confequcnce of reiterated commands from home :j: ; and that the 
.governor, in fad, was neither dircdly nor indircdly engaged in . trade, 
from wffiich he was refrained by a folemn oath, and by a bond with a 
I.irge penalty §. The author of Confiderations affirms, that all Armenians 
wbre prohibited from trading or tranlporfmg merchandize out of the. pro- 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla. He well knew that experience of 
ihe turbulent, intriguing ' fplrit of thefe people [] during Meer Coffim’s 
■government of Bengal, and the frequent complaints of Sujah al Dowlah, 

• Mr. Baber’s affiJavit, Appendix, p. 209. No. iz6. Vide alfo No. 152. 

• *}- Confiderations, p. 106. 

t V ide Appendix from p. 179. If the dates of the feveral orders of the direftors and of the 
refolutionsofthe council and committees .thereupon be attended to, it w’ill appear that the fen-' 
‘timents of all parties both at home and abroad have been the fame upon this fuhje£b. 

§ The purchafe of diamonds for the remittance of the govcnior’s'private fortune to Europe, 
-and for that purpofe only, is excepted in the oath. This however has no relation to the trade 
. mentioned by Mr. Bolts. . . 

11 The Armenians refemble Europeans in aflivity and vigour both of mind and body, for 
•this rcafon, they were- employed in the moll important offices, civil and military, by Meer 
Coffim, For the fame reafons they were the propereft jnftruments for our traders. 

^ L 2 hU 
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had proved thcrn 'fo capable of embroiling lis ■with the ndighbouting; 
powers, by xifurping the name • of Englifli agents, and abufing the in- 
fluence thereby obtained,' that it became ncccflary to confine the com- 
merce out of the provinces, to fuch as, clifclaiming the Englifii protec- 
tion, .were contented to be wholly fiibjed to the laws of that country- 
wherein they refided. The condud of feme Armenians would have juf- 
tified a general prohibition ; but the truth is, that tliofc who would 
tra'ffick upon thefe terms, -were never interrupted. The reader who will 
rccolle< 3 :-the numerous evils produced by the private trade of the com- 
pany’s fervants, and abufc= of the Englifh .power during Mccr Cofiim’s. 
adminiftration, will not be furprifed to find Sujah al Dowlah exprefiing 
the moft extreme folicitude, that the like pradiccs might never prevail 
in his ’dominions. At the fame time, he was cautious of ifiliing any or- 
ders, which might create the fmallefl: fufpicion pf a difagreement be- 
tween him and us ; nor would he take any meafure which might poffibly 
offend the Engliflr gentlemen, but in conjimdlion with our government*.. 
He was extremely dcfirous that whatever was done refpefting Englifli 
agents, fliould be wholly the ad of the governor and council ; but when- 
thefe gentlemen, apprehenfive of ill confcqucnces to thcmfclvcs, where 
they had no legal authority, declined a dired intcrpofilion, he yet in- 
fifted that our people fliould be the immediate inflruments in an ad, 
which otherwife might wear an hoftile appearance. Accordingly, thefe 
Armenian gomaftahs were feized by our fepoys under the diredion of’ 
Suja|i al'Dowiah’s officers., , . 

Soon after the recovery of Calcutta, the fubfequent defeat of Serajah al-. 
Towlah, and the eftablifliment of Mcer Jaffier, the power of the Englifli- 
traders in Bengal was feverely felt by. the natives, and greatly contributed- 
to the diftrefles of Meer Jaffier ’S government, which, in the year 1760,, 
afforded a pretence for a new revolution in favour of Meer Coffim. This- 
evil continued rapidly to increafe, and in the year 1762, Mr. Haflings,. 
in a letter to the governor, exhibits a truly deplorable pidure of the. 
country. “ I beg leave to lay -before you a grievance, which calls loudly 

for redrefs. I mean the oppreffions, committed under. the fandion of 
“ the Englifli name, and through want of fpirit in .the nabob’s fubjedi 


^ 'Appendix, p. i86. No. 82. 
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to oppofe tliem. This evil, I am well aflurcd, is not confined to onr 
« dependents alone, but is pradifed all over the, country by people af- 
“ fuming the habits of our fepoys, and calling themfelves our gomaflahs.. 
“ As, on fuch occafions, the great power of the Englifli intimidates the 
« people from rcfiftancc, fo, on the other hand, the indolence of the 
■“ Bengalees, or the difficulty of gaining accefs to thofe who might do 
them juflice, prevents our having knowledge of the oppreffions, and 
“ encourages their continuance, to the great,' though unmerited, fcandal 
“ of our government. 

I have been furprifed to meet with feveral Englifli flags, flying im 
“ places which I have pafied, and on the river I do not believe that X' 
“ pafled a boat without one. .By whatever title they have been affiimed 
“ (for I could only trufl: to the information of my eyes, without flopping 
“ to afk queflions) I am fure their frequency can bode no good to the- 
« nabob’s revenues, the quiet of the country, or honour of our nation, but 
“ evidently tends to Icffen each of them'. 

“ A party of fepoys who were on the march before us, afforded fuf- 
“ ficient proofs of the rapacious and infolent fpirit of thofe people, when 
■“ left to their own diferetion. hlany complaints againfl them were made 
me on the road, and mofl of the petty towns and ferais were deferted at, 
« our approach, and the fhops flint up, from apprehenfions of the fame: 
treatment from us.” 

The fubahdar Meer Cofllm, abouttlie fame time, complaihs that the Eng- 
lifli agents plundered his people, injured and difgraced his fervants, and ex- 
pofed his government to contempt. They had eflabliflied numerous fadories,. 
and fetting up the Englifli colours, oppreffed the ryots, or hufbandmen, the 
merchants, and people of the -country. -Every Bengal gomaflah makes 
a dillurbance at every' faftory,- and thinks liimfelf not inferior' to the 
company.. • In every purgunnah, every village, and every faddry, they 
« buy and fell fait, beetle-nut, ghee, rice, flraw, bambops, fifli, gunnils, 
“ ginger, fugar, tobacco, opium, and many other things more than I 
■“ can write, and vdiich I thiiik it needlefs to mention,. They forcibly 
take away the goods- and commodities- of the ryots,, merchants, &c., 

for 
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for a fourth, part ‘of their value, and, by: ways of violence and op- 
. preffions, they oblige the ryots, &c. to give five rupees for ■ goods 
. “ which are worth but one rupee; and, for the fake of -five rupeds, they 
. “ bind and difgrace an aflammee, 'v^^ho pays one hundred rupees ' mal- 
; “ , guzarree % and they allow not any authority to my fervants ; the. of- 
“ ficers of every diftriia^ have defified from 'the exercife of their func- 
“ tions; and every one of thefe gomaflahs has; fiich -power, that he im- 
‘‘ prifons the collector, and deprives him of all authority wheiiever he 
“ pleafes.” ' ; . 

Such was the .ftate of the country, - which .proved the immediate caufe 
of our war with Meet Colfirn ; immediate, for as there could be no 
choice, but of abfolute dominion, or intire fiibjedion, he had certainly 
refolved; from his firft acceffion, to refill the power of the EngJiih., and, 
in lefs than three years, had well nigh obtamed that independence, to. 
which all the meafures of his government were evidently diredled. 

Mr. Bolts arrived in- India 'in the year 1760, and we foon find him a 
principal figure amidft the groupe of traders. . The extent to w^hich this 
gentleman engaged, and the moderation with which he conduced him- 
felf, will be beft known from his fortune of ninety thoufand pounds, 
gained within fix years, together with the extreme eagernefs with which 
hie endeavoured, upon all occafions, to degrade the authority of the go- 
vernment, and jprevent any effediual protedlion being given to the na- 
tives f., : ■ ■ . ' - . ' ' ' 

. Among the private perfons who u'furped the office of their fiiperiors, 
Mr. Bolts was very early diftinguilhed, who wrote in his own name to 
jihe fouzdar of Purnea threatening the, -nabob s officers, .with the effedt 
of the Englifli power. -Mr.' Vanfittart § obferves, “ of courfe every merchant 
“ will take the fame authority and very juftly adds, “ that this intir-e 

^ The rents, or land-tax, 

^ Appendix, p. 203. No. 114 , and p. 208. No. 124, &c. &c. 

+ In the year 1762. Sec Mr. Vanfittart’s Narratrvei Vol. II.. p. 2.09. .Appendix, ,p. it)** . 
N, 94. 

See Mr. Vanfittan^s Minute, in his Narrative,!). -250. Vol. -II, 
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« levelling and equality will' not be for 'the good of the. company’s af- 
« fairs^V’ ' 

To level all diftindions, to intimidate the. governor and council, and, 
by clamour, to confine them within, the. ftrid,. letter of, laws, calcu- 
lated for a very 'different ilate of focietyi ever been .the conftant ob- 
jed-of thofe, who,,, from .motives of private intereft, wiflied to abufe, 
that influence which tlie name of Englifhman was alone fufficient to confer. 

Notwithftanding Mr. Bolts was reprimanded by order of tlie court of 
diredors in the general letter to Bengal, receivedm July 1764^ ; yet, in 
the. year we find him exdcifihg ^ fummary jurifdidion m his 

own caufe, and confining a merchant for three days, whom, at length 
he was coinpelied ,to^ releafe. He was foon after this, fiifpended from his 
appointment at Benares,' but the trade of a' country, yet unexhaufted, 
was too lucrative to be eafily relinquifhed. 

The November following, Mr. Bolts refigiied hi's flation in the fervice, 
and was about this time eled'ed an alderman and judge of the mayor’s court 
in Calcutta. Here therefore commences his furious zeal for reformation, 
and, in the beginning' of the next yeari he was adively engaged in the 
complaint againft Nobekiffen, which ended with little honour to the au- 
thors. The public concerns of Mr. Bolts never intruded upon his pri- 
vate cares, and infinite arts were tried to prevent a difiniffion of his^ 
agents fi-dm the dominions of Sujah al Dowlah. The great diftance 
from Calcutta gave to falfehood the weight of truth. Various rumours 
were therefore propagated, which Mr. Bolts -endeavoured § to fupport 
by his correfp'ondence. At one time, Mr. Bolts was returning to Bendes- 
with the moft exteiifive powers. At another time, thefe people were 

• * Mr. Bolts tells us.(,Confiderations p. 8-z.) that “ the governor, by the eftabliflied rule of 
the company’s fervice, is the perfon to whom all correfpondence, by letter or otherwife, with 
“ the country powers is committed, and the only perfon in the fervice to whom fueh correfpoir- 
“ dence of any fort is allowed.” One of the many reafons for Mr. Bolts being fent to England,, 
though very low in the fervice, was bis arrogating to himfelf this ejlablijbed authriiy ef a go- 
vernor. 

See the extraft of this letter. Appendix, p. 192. No. gy. 

J This appears from his own letters entered in the confultations of the council in February, 
1766. § Appendix, p. 204. No, 1 15. 


taken 
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txikciT .into Mr..Riimbold’sjfcr.\n^ ancl:- a: letter Wiis on. the roact front 


the council, that none flioulcl be licenfcd as Englifli agents but them- 
felves. While fuch arts were employed to influence, the .mind of . the 
nabob of Ou'de, the war upon the Goafl. had drained the treafury of Ben- 
gal', ami - the moft' alarming accounts were uiduflrioufly ' fpread of the 
inflabllity'of the 'cOrnpahy ’s' affairs.' Allured ' by 'tlie tcnipting occafion, 
Sujali af Bowlali began to liften tb' the voidt of arnbition. Coja Ra- 
fael j for the fake of Intelligence, w^as taken into his fervice, through the 


influence of Meer-MufliiaHah (formerly pliyfician to Meer Goflim, and, 
at this time,, retained hjythc nabob of Oude) who likcwifcr correfponded 
with oui* bati'iot. at -Calcutta •(:. • When the ftorm blew off, the dread of our, 
power revived. . Siijah al DowlaK, again regarding the Englifli -agents, as 


a fource of contention,, applied to our commanding officer at Allah-abad, 
for , their removal ; and both parties, being now c.qually finccrc, it was 
foon effected i. ' ‘ . .. .. 


, That Mr. Bolts was a:pa:r.ty,to thefe,pra£Hces- cannot be doubted, when 
the,, reader is informed of a' confidential letter written; by that gentleman 
to Monfieur, Gentil, a. Frenchman, , high in Sujah al Bowlah’s confidence, 
in which,, he fays Irhave,wn'^^^fl> letter to the nabobs to whom I beg 
“ you will give my-humble refpefts.,; There is arrived an Englifli Europe 
“ fliip,, and another , French one. ' The affairs of our company are in 
“ great agitation before the king ;and, parliament of England; and accord- 
‘‘ ing..tO;the letters, I have . received,, ;thcre.j is, a great probability that my 
“ partner Mr. .Jphnftone will Gpme,out:governor on thepart ofthe king jj.” 

Such was the conduct of Mr. Bolts and his agents, which- produced at 
length the removal of the latter from the teiyitories of Oude and. after, 
every other expedient had been tried to reclaim a man, who appeared 
determined to facrifice all public duties to hk own ihterefted piirfuits, and 
who, had adually prefented to the grand jury an information , againft the 

I * 

Mr, Bolts’ agent, now*!!! England. 

t Appendix, p. 189. -No. 88. p. 203. No. 113. and p. 204. No. 115. 

J Appendix," p. 189. No. 82. . ; , . 

11 Appendix, p.:203. No. 1-14. ■ •• 
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t^ovcrnor, council, and cominaiiclcr in cljicf, for endeavouring to'reflrain 
Ids pernicious pra£liccs, Mr. Boks himfclf was fent to England. Inflead 
punlfldng Coja Gregory and Jolianncs Padre Rafael as tkey deferred, 
fiich was the idle lenity of our government, that they immediately re- 
ceived their liberty, and every aflidance was olFercd to coiled; their effeds, 
an affidance probably iinncccflary, as they chofe to depart for Europe. 

That the mcafurcs of our government were fufhciently vigorous and 
decifivc upon this, as upon other occafions, it might be difficult to;prove; 
but, when Mr. Bolts had been indulged with near two years, after Ids 
redgnalion of the fervicc, to collect his effeds^ when the public authority 
bad been employed, and letters written by the goA'crnor to Buhvant Sing, 
und the nabob of Oude, requeding their adidance for the fettlcment*of 
his affairs ; it was furely no very ruinous oppreflion to fend away that 
gentleman by force, whom the mod folcnin promifes, repeatedly given, 
could not engage voluntarily to depart for Europe. The governor and 
council were indeed criminal. It was criminal, for a moment to fuH'er 
the refidence of a man, who, independent of other demerits, had coi'r- 
Tcrpondcd with ever}’’ rival, and every enemy of the company ,; who had 
engaged with Mr. Vcrnct, the Dutch governor, to monopolize the cloth- 
trade ofDaccaf; who had fcandaloufly evaded thc;execution of covenants, 
which, as a fervant of the company, he was bound to fubferibe ij: j who 
bad attempted one, and adtually fuccccdcd in feducing another, inferior 
fervant, to betray his trud, in delivering papers out of the office ; who 
had, from his fird arrival in India, carried on a trade dcdriuffive to the 
peace of the country ; who, in fupport of this trade, had threatened the 
officers of the Nabob ]|, and had ilfucd his proclamation in the diie of a 
fovereign § ; whofc agents, by their intrigues in the dominions of Sujah al 
Dowlah, and by falfc intelligence received from their mader, had endan- 
gered the peace of India <1[. To differ fuch a man in Bengal, was furely 

* See extracts of the prefident’s letter. Appendix, p. 195. No, 103, 104. 
t Appendix, p. 196. No. to8. 
t Appendix, p. 209. No. 125, 126. 

(I Appendix, p. loi. No. 94, 

■§ Appendix, p. 208. No. 124. 

Appendix, p, 7, 1S6. No. 82, 88, 93^' 113, T15. 

^ G 
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criminal. But if fuits arc now commenced in our courts of law, if pe- 
titions arc prefented to the houfc of commons, and unwarrantable pre- 
judices arc induftrioufly fomented, what miglit we exped, had ample 
juftice been done to the company and to the nation ?' 

Enough has been fiid to flicw that the evils complained of in Bengal, 
liavc arifen. rather from the inability of the governor and council to. 
reftrain the daring and pernicious projeds of private intercfl in others,, 
than from a rapacious fpirit in thcmfclvcs. Had the higher fervants of 
the company, as the author of Confiderations would wifli us to believe^ 
been alone the oppreflbrs of Bengal, the evil could not have ex- 
tended far. But when the rapacity of all who aflume the Engliflr namCj, 
is let loofe upon a harmlcfs and inoifcnfivc race of men ; when every at- 
tenipt of the governor and council to refrain thefe lawlefs traders, is re- 
prefented as a violation of property, and infringement of thofc laws by 
which only Europeans can be governed; and when this fpirit, fupportccj 
by intereftcd.men, proceeds fo far, that the governor; council, and com- 
• mander in chief, are prefented to the grand jury as confpirators againft 
the life and fortune of an individual ;• we muft not be furprized if gen^ 
•tlemen relax fomewhat in the exercife of new, unknown, and queft- 
tionable powers, however neceffary to the welfare or fafety of the pror 
tyince,. 
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CHAP. I. 

A general View of the Affairs of Bengal from the Capture 
of Calcutta, in 17575 to the Grant of the Dewanny to 
the India Company, in 1765. 

W HEN a portrait is prefented to our view, thofe acquainted with 
' the original readily pronounce upon the degree of fimilitude in 
the copy. They eafily perceive the whole to be unlike, and can even dif- 
cover where the fmaller traits of truth, in particular parts, are made fub- 
Tervient to the purpoies of fahhood ; yet would it be difficult to make a 
by-ftander comprehend the manner in which each feature was perverted. 

I have neverthelefs endeavoured to prove, in the introdudory difcourfe ' 
prefixed, that the pidure which Mr. Bolts has exhibited of Bengal man- 
ners bears no refemblance to the real date of affairs, or to the cohdudof 
thofe concerned. After all, perhaps, the bed means of deteding mif- 
reprefentation, is to contrad it with a faithful likenefs. To delineate judly 
the fubjed, fhall therefore be my next attempt. ' - \ 

The reader mud not, however, exped a kborious detail. It is more 
confident with the defign of this work, to give a general map of the 
country, leaving to others the talk of tracing the more minute divifioris. 
To afford a compendious view of the Britifh affairs in Bengal, the fird 
chapter will contain a diort hidorical dedudioh ; becaufe in this dux of 
events, the reader will difcover thofe fituations to which the condud of 
men mud refer, and by which alone their merits can judly be tried.' 

The neceffity of an exclufive company, the expediency of uniting the 
commerce, the political power, and the revenues in the fame hands, are 
fo evident from confidering the didance of the countries, the genius of 

^ ^ the 
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the inhabitants, and the nature of the trade, and arc fo fully evinced by the 
experience of other European nations, that he who wants conviaion upon 
theic firh; princij>les, may relinquifli all farther enejuiry. Tq fuch men this 
work cannot be addrcfled. Yet even thefe maybe informed, that the ex- 
chequer receives aimurLlly four fifths, of the profits gained by the company; 
the proprietors of Eall; India hock one fifth ; while the property of the latter 
has been employed in fuftaining the power of Great Britain, and wrefling 
all dominion from her enemies in Afia : that if the company has occafion- 
ally obtained the proteaion due to every fubjea from the flate, it has likc- 
Wife given an alliftance which no other fubjeds could afFord, lias laviflic’d 
its own wealth, and rifked'" its own fecurity in - national contefts, in. 
which the company’s interefts were by no means involved. 

The ambition of the Frcncli firfl drew the Engl ifli into the field. The 
ftruggles maintained for many years upon the coaft of Coromandel, pre- 
pared a force, in the condud of which colonel Clive had been eminently 
diflinguifhed'f'. Upon the capture of Gilcutta, in the year I757> he was, 
without regard to his rank, unanimoiifly chofen for the command of 
that expedition, which, to reftore the company’s affairs in Bengal, was 
■ immediately undertaken. The tranfadions of this period have been al- 
ready related by ij: others. Let it fufiice here to obierve, that Calcutta was 
retaken, and Serajah al Dowlah concluded a peace with the Englifh, wdiich, 
through the timid irrefolutidn of the Nabob, and the ability of 'our com- 
manders, Admiral Watfou and colonel Clive, was happily improved to the 
deftrudion of the French fettlement at Chandernagore. Certain intelligence 
was afterwards received of Serajah alDowlah’s defign to extirpate thc Eng-, 
lifh, whenever our forces fliould return to the Coaft §. Hoftilities tbeiefore 

=» The war which enfued when the profFered neutrality upon tire coaft of Coromandel was 

Tejefted, the expedition to Manilla, &c., i , , 

t See Mr. Orme’s Hiftory. Before this period colonel Clive had received many honourable 
teftimonies of his eminent fervices, particularly in 1.754, the direaors voted that a /word fet , 
with diamonds of the value of five hundred pounds Ihould beprefented to him. 

J Mr. Scrafton’s E.efle£lions on the Government of India, &c. 

§ See Introduftion, p.-i6, 17. . 

again 
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again comnicnced. The nature of the government, the charader of the princ e, 
and the univerfal diftruft which from thefe caufes prevailed^ afforded abundant 
bccafions of intrigue; and enabled Mr. Watts and colonel Clive, to whom 
the whole conduct of this bufinefs was committed, tocherifh a difaffec- 
tion, which prevented any effcdtual meafures for defence on the part of 
the Nabob. Our army advanced within thirty miles of the capital, un- 
aflured of affiflance, but a want of confidence in tlie enemy’s camp, with 
the advantagepus fituation of the Englifh, afforded an eafy vidtory to a 
handful of troops ; and Meer Jaffier, in purfuance of a previous treaty, 
was immediately proclaimed Subahdar of Bengal 

Thus a train of events led us into a delicate fituation, replete with 
the feeds of jealoufy. Mcer Jaffier, educated in the habits of a Moorifh 
court, diftrufled a moderation to which he had never been accuftomed, 
and which, probably, was little confonant to the didfates of his own mind. 
Various fchemes of independence were occafionally adopted, all of very 
difficult execution. To balance European powers againft each other was 
a dangerous expedient ; yet; by inviting the Dutch, he feems at one pe- 
, riod to have embraced it. In the mean time the Englifh, contented with 
their prefent advantages, interfered^ not in the affairs of government; 
but the difficulties in which the nabob was involved, foon obliged him to 
call for tlreir affiflance. 

Every thing in. thefe countries depends on perfonal charader. Before 
this is fully eflabliflied, rebellions are frequent, in which the death of the 
rebel can prove only a leffon of caution to fucceeding governors, who re- 

N. 

gard him as the vidim of an unfortunate ambition, rather than the pro- 
per objed of punifliment. Upon thefe occafions negociations commonly 
enfued, but the Koran was x^edged in vain. Colonel Clive therefore, at 
the defire of the nabob, guaranteed his engagements with feveral power- 
ful fubjeds. A flrid obfervance of treaties ainidft all the fedudions Vvffiiclr 
both parties could employ, eflabliffied our credit in the country; and 

f Appendix, p. 143. No. 39. 
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• taught men to regard the Englifli faith as the beft fecurity of their lives, 
•their honours, and their fortunes. Subfequent events, in which Meer 
•JalEer was fnatched, by the affiftance of colonel Clive, from the verge of 

deftrudion, fully fecured his confidence j and, fenfible of our attachment, 
he difmilied part of that unwieldy army, whofe mutinies were formid- 
able to the' prince, while they performed little fervice in the field. When 
'the Dutch arrived, the nabob refufed them permiflion to land. Pcrfift- 
'ing in their enterprife, they were afterwards defeated by our troops, alfifl- 

• ed by fome Indian cavalry. 

In this fituation of affairs colonel Clive returned to Europe, Mr. Hol- 
well fucceeded him in the . government, and very early complains of a want 
of confidence, which his own intrigues "j* had occafioned, propofinga revo- 
lution as the beft means to obtain a perfed reliance upon Englifii faith. 
Mr. Vanfittart adopted the views of his predeceflbr, and Meer Jaffier was 

• depofed within a nyelvemonth after colonel Clive left the country. The 
difputes on this fubjed I fhall forbear to' revive. 

By this revolution if the company obtained an accelTion of revenue. The 

• number of their troops gradually increafed. The influence of indi- 
viduals grew with the national power, producing numberlefs diforders 
throughout the provinces. A trade was carried on without payment of 
duties, in the profecution of which infinite oppreftions were committed. 
Englifh agents or Gomaftahs, not contented with injuring the people, 

’ trampled on the authority of government, binding and punifhihgjthe na- 

Amounting to eighty thoufand men. 

t A packet from this gentleman to the Shaw Zadah, who was then in arms againft Meer 
■ JafEer, was intercepted by the latter, aftefr Mr. Holwell had entertained the projeft of a revo- 

• lution. If we may judge of this from a former letter, in which the Shaw Zadah olFered a “ carte 
“ blanche if we would withdraw our affiflance from this doer of evilf the fupport of Meer Jaffier’s 
government was not the fubjcdl of this correfpondence. Vide Mr. Holwell’s letter to colonel 
Caillaud, ' dated. April yth, 1760, That Mr. Holwell entertained the projeft of a revolution 
from hisfirft acceffion to the government; has been evinced by Mr. Scrafton in . his Obferva- 
“ tions on Mr. Vanfittart’s Narrative.” The proofs adduced by Mr.„Strafcon are exiraSs from 
the correfpondence of Mr. Holwell, as publilhed by himfelf in.his “ Addrefs to the Proprietors 

of India Stock,” publillied for Becket. The letter here mentioned is contained in page 28, 
2g. of Mr. Holwell’s Addrefs, which was printed in 1764, 
if A. D. 1760. 
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bob’s officers, wbenever they prefumed to interfere. This was the imme- 
diate caufe of the enfuing war with Meer Coffim, but the real fource of 
this conteft for power remain-s yet to be explained. It was impoffihle 
that Meer Coffim fliould reft the foundation of his government upon our 
fupport. Self-defence taught him to look for independence, and he fought 
it in the blood of all who had enjoyed the Englifti protection. Ramna- 
rain, the Naib of Patna, was among the number of thofe for whofe fafe-' 
ty our faith had been pledged, whofe deftruCtion was therefore refolved 
on. After bribes had been tried in vain, with the gentlemen who com- 
manded at Patna, after every art of intrigue had been employed during 
feveral months to no purpofe, the mifreprefentations of the nabob, fup- 
ported by the influence of Mr. Vanfittart, at length prevailed in council, 
and the Englifti fupporpwas withdrawn from this unfortunate man. Meer 
Coffim’s views now became evident ; for Ramnarain, having loft our pro- 
tection, was foon after put to death. From that hour, no' perfon of rank 
would venture to correfpond with the Englifti, and we no longer had a friend 
in the country. Meer Coffim withdre^y to Mongheer, where, by difeip- 
lining his troops, he prepared for a ftruggle, which he moft certainly me- 
ditated from his firft acceffion ; while in his correfpondence with the go- 
vernor , he conftantly ufed the language of a man whofe exiftence de- 
pended on the breath of the Englifti. 

On the other hand, a majority of the council viewed with jealous eyes- 
every aCl of government. They confidered all refiftance to the privilege they 
claimed, as a fettled determination to fubvert the power of the company ; and 
paffion thus uniting with intereft, they ui^^ed a meafure of national policy 
with the little peevilh- petulance of a perfonal quarrel *. In truth it very 
. early became fuch. Meer Coffim, in the orders iftued to his officers, di£- 
tinguilhed. between, the. trade of his friends and of thofe who oppofed him, 
treating individuals with indecent reproach. Whilft the leading members 
of the council, regarding him as a public enemy, had refolved to annihi- 

• The minutes of fonie gentlemen in council, immediately preceding the rupture with Meer 
Goflim,, abundantly juftify this obfervation. Mr. Verelfthimfelf, in theyears 1762, and >763, 
being abfeut.from Calcutta, can fpeakonly from public papers,. 

late;- 
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late his power. With ludi clirporuions on both ficlcs war v/as incvitahle, 
but the moderation oF Mr. Amyatt and Ibme few others for a time fuf- 
pended its commencement. 

Tliils gentleman, who amidflthe violence of parly rage was nnivcrrally 
beloved, oifered hlmfelf as a deputy on the part of the EngliO^, to nego- 
tiate what he thought a peace. Refpeded for Ihs integrity by Mccr 
Collim, whofe elevation he difapproved, and whofc independence lie O])- 
pofed, it was hoped that his charadler might give weight to the embadV, 
and convince the Nabob of our finccrc inclination to fettle amicably the fnb- 
jedts in difputc. Mccr Coffim, able, vigilant, and cntcrprHing in the 
cabinet, was a coward by nature. While the deputies were with him at 
Monghcer, he might probably fluQualc in his conncils, and hefitate to 
draw the fword*. But the fitnatlon to which lie liad deliberately advanced, 
rendered a retreat at this time impolfiblc. During the coiirfc of nearly 
two years, he had induflrloufly involved every officer of his government 
in contefls with the Englifli, and laboured to make his own quarrel the 
common caufeof liisfubjeds. Such was the eflbas of this policy in inflam- 
ing the minds of the natives, that to the lafl hour of the war, not a maix 
of any confequence deferted his ilaiidard. 

Had the army marched three months fooncr, Mccr Coffim mufl; have 
implicitly fubmittedj but an unfortunate delay, 'when negotiation could 
no longer be of ufc, occafioned the Idfs of Patna, togctlicr with one third 
of our troops 'f. The Nabob about this period put the t^’^o Sects to death 
for their fuppofed attachment to the Englifli; and fuch was his implacable 
‘fury, that an hundred and fifty Englifli prifoners were inhumanly biit- 
ehered by his exprefs command if. After a more vigorous rcfifiance, than 

'* See various letters of the deputies in Mr. Vahfittarris Narrative, anibn^ other, papers, froin 
'p. 214 to 325. Vol. III. 

t Tlrree hundred Europeans and five hundred Sepoys. 

^ Two brothers, rich bankers'; at the fame time he deftroyed every confidcrahle man'whbhad 
the ili^htefl; communication with the Englifli. . - - 
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=\ve had ever before experienced, he was at length completely defeated,: 
and. Meer' Jaffier. again poffeffed the fubahdarry of the.three provinces. 

Meer Jaffier, however, did not obtain that plenitude of power which 
his predecelTor enjoyed. Limited by treaty in the number of his troops, 
die was not permitted to remove his court without adviling the council ; 
and they at firft intended to make him a mere pageant in captivity, b^ 
:ftipulating the conftant attendance of a body guard fromu the Englilh 
-army; Ample provifion was made upon this occafion for the intereft of 
private traders, .and Meer Coffim’s edi<3:, abolifliing all impofls upon 
-commerce, was refcinded, that our gentlemen might remain tlie only 
merchants in Bengal. Thefe eflential points being thus atchieved, the 
much talked, pf regulations to reprefs the violence of Englilh agents were 
in terms declared the fubjed: of future deliberation j*. 

If the country government had been oppreffed before, it was now anni- 
■hilated. Meer Jaffier was proclaimed in July, 1763. In January, 1764, 
-Mr. Gray, refident at Maulda, wrote to the prefident, “ fince my arrival 
■“..here, I have had an opportunity of feeing the Aullainous pradtices ufed 
by the Calcutta gomaftahs in carrying on their bufinefs. The.go- 
vernment have certainly too much reafon to complain of their want of 
influence in their country, which: is torn to pieces by a fet of rafcals, 
who in Calcutta ,walk in rags, but when they are fent out on gomaftah- 
ffiips, lord it over the country, imprifoning the ryots and merchants, 
and writing and talking in the moft infolent domineering manner to the 
“ fouzdars and officers.” Nor was the mifchief confined to a particular 
Ipot ; for Mr. Senior, chief at Coffimbazar, wrote the March following to 
the governor, “ It would amaze you, the number of complaints that 
daily come before me of the extravagancies committed by our agents 
. and gomaftahs, all over the country;” Such were the eS^eds of this 
trade. Yet the article in the treaty with Meer Jaffier, which eftablilhed 

; *. This article wtis in the treaty firft prefentcd to Meer Jaffier, but changed at his defire to 
a-^ftipulatibn that the Englifh troops ffiould attend him -when •wanted. Appendix 159. No. 48.’ 
Art. 5. and the treaty concluded, p. 160. No. 49. Art. 7. 
f See Appendix, p. 160. No. Z9. 
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the exemption from : duties, although condemned by the diredors, was 
aftervf ards tranfcribed into' the treaty iwith Nudjufn al Dowlah, .in February, 

• 376st- , ■ ■ . : , ; , 

When Meer JafEer was dying, he declared his fqn, Nudjiim al Dowlah,* 
his. fucceffpr;. but fuch. a, declaration could have • little effedi, until an 
acknowledgment of him., as Subahdar was procured from the Dnglifh. -No 
fooner was the death of the father knowui in Calcutta, than the acceffion 
of the fon became a fubjedt of treaty. , The uneahnefs exprefled by the 
former determined the council to remove all poffibility of future contention. 
To effectuate this purpofe, after confirming all former treaties, Nudjum. 
al Dowlah by the fourth article is difarmed, ftipulating that he will rely upon 
the company’s forces, and maintain no troops but fuch as “ are immediately 
“ neceffary for the dignity of his perfon and government, and the bufinefs 

of his colledtions through the provinces.” Even thefe troops were not 
continued under. the diredtion of the Nabob, who, by the fecond article, 
“ agrees to have a perfon fixed with him, by the advice of the 'governor and 
“ council, in the ffation of Naib Subah, who fliall have immediately un- 
“ der him the chief managem'ent of all affairs.” He farther engages 
that Mahomed Reza Cawn, on whom this truft was conferred, ffiall not 
be difplaced “without the approbation of thefe gentlernen.” By the 
third article, under the terms of paying “ a proper regard to reprefenta- 
“ tions, when improper people are intrufted,” a general power of ap- 
pointing or difplacing all officers at pleafure- is veiled in the governor and 
Council. , Having thus provided for the public fervice, the gentlemen of the 
deputation were not inattentive to private about two hundred and 

thirty thoufahd pounds being diftributed, under the denomination of pre- 
fcnts from the nabob, Mahomed Reza Canm the minifter, and a- rich 
banker, Jugget Sect.' Mr. ; Verelff,-hearing a report- in the country, which 
led him to fufped that bur declaration in favour of the Subahdar vvas delayed, 
by the negotiation of this laft mentioned bufihefs-^ wrote to orie of the 

■t Appendix, p. 164. No. 52. Art. 5 - • 

^ Mahomed Reza' Cawn affirms that thefe fums were- not voluntarily given-. This the* 

■ Engiiffi gentlemen deny. Perhaps the reader, who confiders tlje encreafed power of the Eng-- 
liffi, may regard this as a verbal dlfpute.: . 

deputies, 



GOy-ERNMENTXN'BE'N.G'AE. 51. 

deputies, difclaiming ;any fliate Eor jliimfelfj’tatid^.reprefeiltiiig'. the- difgrace 
which fuch tranfadipii muft neceffafity i bring ;upoh,'.all concerned 5 '. ' ' 


Orders had before arrived for executing the new covenants- to prevent a 
receipt of prefents; which , order’s the fervants'were bound, to obferve by 
their firft engagements, ..with, the company. .Goveriior ^Spencer , and his 
cpuncil thought, thefe orders.. ‘‘mot, l]o; "I'; peremptory as. to,, exclude tlieiri 
“ • from, exppftulating ■ whh' the„ court of diredXors.’v -This expoftulation, 


■* ExtraSi of a Utter from Mr. Vcrcljl to Mr. Middleton., one of the deputies on iheaccejfton of Nue^um 
al Doivlah to tbe.Suhahdarry of Bengal, dated I/latn-al'ddf the fventh of March ;- ^ 
“ Some rumours hnve fpread abroad that aprefent is intended the council on the new ac- 
“ cefiion. ,I hope there is no,truth in it*.>,-I flipuld be.forry therctwas a- .thought,, -at fo crid- 
“ calatime, of any fuch thlngVfor"it'‘dluft entail, 'onevery oiie'cbncerned, the world’s fe-r 
vereft cenfure.-” . - ■ .-i ; 


Extras} of a letter from Mr. Middleton to Mr.VcrelJl, in, an fver to the above, .dated Mo fadbaug,. 

the eighteenth of March, I'jS's-' - • . 

« I ha've been told that the nabob intends a' prefent to all the board, but am not quite cer- 
tain of it. i If fuch «t thing; be 'offered^ I- cannot, ;my friend, " fee the Jeafi: impropfiety-in ac-^ 
« cepting.of it } cuftom, and the condudl; of one of our worthieft men,.juftifies it. .When 
“ Meer Jaffier was firft raifed ' to the fubahdarfy, the' board 'received a prefent from hirn, and 
« were not cenfuted-; and, it is well knownr that the old’ gchtleriian has firice cohfidcrei 
“ fome of his friends * 5 and, it muft be allowed, that the prefent nabob receives his go- 
vernment from our hands', as his father did. If nny.tbihg of this kind was to be ofiered in 
•“ confideration.of fervices to be done, or^'any kirid df b irgairi made before hand, it would be 
‘‘ highly improper to.take it,, buCwhen it is given for- what we think right,' I do,not,‘jfor ihy 
“ own part, fee the leaftlVarm in it.” - , , . 

Extras} of a letter from Mr. Vereljl to Mr: Middleton, in reply, dated Ifam-abad, the twenty-eighth 

of April, 1765. 

« The nabob has an undoubted right to reward fuch perfons as he, may think have been fer- 

- viceable to him, without reproach to him or them'; provided it' is not acontradl; firft made for 
fuclrfervices, and the perfons hb ways aftiiated in'their proceedings by the expeftations of it. 

“ The long delay made of our declaration in the nabob’s behalf, and a rumor that a prefent 
«' was expefted to be made to the board, gave, in my opinion, too niuch reafon to the world 
‘‘ to think that it was a preliminary article. If fo, I muft entirely difapprove it. As a mem- 
“ her of the board, and, as fuch, one intended to be confidcred, 1 fivall only fay, I muft de- 
“ ciine fuch a confuleration ; as I am not fenfible of any fervices 1 have rendered the prefent 
“ nabob, to merit a pecuniary reward. The old nabob (Meer Jaffier) 1 kno.w. has been, fome- 

- “ times generous to his friends, nor do Ithink' them wrong in accepting his' favours; for, as 
“ many examples as I have heard, they were really deferving of them. I might, if 1 had 
“ chofe, been confidered in this number j but I had many reafons that made me decline it.” 

t See a letter from Mcflrs. Leycefter and Gray to the court of direflors, dated the tiventy- 
'ninlh of .September, 1765. Authentic papers concerning India affairs, p. 132, 

. • Alluding to the legacy of five lack of rupees left by Meer Jaffier. to lord .Clive, which was.rettred by 
his I'oidfliip as a fund for the fippoi't of difabled officers and foldiers in the coiTipan3''s fervice, and of the 
widows of officers and foldiers. • ■ ■ 


H 
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however,' was totally forgottenV no notice being taken of the covenants, 
either in the eouncil books or . general letter. ■ The execution of them was 
“ deferred * till lord Clive’s arrival, to come under conlidcration with 
“ :the other '.regulations ■ dircfled in the letter of the firft of June, 
1764, when they hoped to ha better informed of the final rcfolves of 
the diretliitors.'” -Yet thefe gentlemen ■were abundantly alert in conclud- 
ing treaties, produftivc'df ruch fruit's; altholigh lord Clive was every day 
cxpe£ied>, and • th^y were ‘j'-aheady informed that he had been chofen by 
the whole body of proprietors to undertake the charge of their affairs, full 
powers being given to him'jointiy with a fcledl committee. 

’We have continued the relation. of p 6 litical'tranfa< 3 aons \yith the fuccef- 
five Subahdars of Bengal, that the reader may fully comprehend the pro- 
grefiive increafe of the Engliflr power to the final eftablifhment of that 
V ernfnent has., fince prevailed tinder the influence of our. governor 

and council, . jt wdllnow be.neceffary.to look hack to the mcafures pur- 
fued againfl: foreign enemies, as tliefe were produiSlivc of tliat fituation, 
to which the; fubfequent treaties : refer. Major Adams had driven Meef 
Coflim out of the provinces,: who retired into’ the neighbouring dominions 
of 'Oude,' when , death deprived ;thc;COmpany of this gallant and experienc- 
ed; officer..'' Upon the alarm of thefc cbmiriotions; Sujah al Do wl ah, the 
Suhahdar of Oude, advanced with an ariny to the borders, where he 
might probably have been contented with- partaking the treafures of Meer 
Coffim, had' not : a mutiny among ' pur troops given birth to' iiew hopes.. 
Elated v^ith the profpefl of an eafy conqueft, and imprefled perhaps with 
an apprehenfion' of ambitious defigns on oiir part, he refolved upon hofti- 
iities, and took the field. The mutinous difpofition of the Englifli army 

* The fame letter, p. 133. 

This was by the letter of the firfl; of June, I764> In which the ciireElors exprefsiy fay, that the- 
■appointment of a feleft committee fiiould not prevent the council talcing proper meahires for the 
•general execution of the covenants. 

% It is very remarkable that this arrangement, which has been called in derifion the double 
government, was eftablilhed by the very men who have fmee reproached lord Clive and the , fe- 
le£t committee with this meafure. In 'truth it grew out of the fituation of affairs ; but fome . 
gentlemen feem not to have adverted thereto, until they' felt'it as'a reflfaititupon their'own pur- 
•ffuits. 

- rendered 
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rendered it Imprudent at tills time lo hazard a general adtionj hut Sujah al 
Dowlah was nevcrtlielefs repulfed in all his attempts. The troops, by a 
\vell timed feverity, begun by general Carnac, and happily purfued by 
hi& fucceflbr, being afterwards reduced to obedience, major Hedtor Mun- 
ro, in . the next campaign, obtained the important vidbory of Buxar. 

This advantage was farther purfued, until the King % finding the af- 
fairs of his allies declining, deferted their caufe, and joined the only power 
capable of fupporting his pretenfions to the throne of Dehly. A fcheme 
was now adopted of obtaining for the company a grant of the zemindarry 
of Bulwant Sing. The other dominions of Oude were to be conquered 
for the king, and his pofTeffion to be fupported by the Englifli arms §. A 
plan more abfurd can fcarcely be imagined; but the fubfequent,furrender 
of Sujah al Dowlah to general Carnac*)', enabled the feledt committee, on 
whom the conduct of affairs devolved, to effedt a very different arrange- 
ment. * ■ 

The revenues of a country at the diftance of feven hundred :); miles 
. from Calcutta, could afford little advantage to a trading company.; while 
;fuch a fituation withdrew their forces from the protedlion of that com- 
.merce, which could alone render poffeffions in India beneficial to Great 
Britain. Political connedlions without the provinces miQed the attention 
of our government from national objedls, at the fame time that it opened 
a field of private ambition, which might probably have marched an Englifli 
army to Dehly. To relinquifh fuch profpedts was no facrifice of intereft. Yet 
the refloration of territories to a vanquiflied enemy removed the apprehen- 
fion« entertained of our ambition, and convinced the princes of India 
that we could have no defign to enlarge our pofleffions beyond the pro- 

•* So the Mogul has been ufually denominated. 

§ Appendix, No. 51. A. B. C. 

t Who now a fecond time commanded the army. 

t Thefe revenues muft have been exhauftedby perpetual military operations, in which fuch 
a fituation would have involved the company, or,, what is worfe, proved a fund of peculation to 
corrupt their fen-ants. The diftance would have rendered the military expences enormous, the ' 
detection of frauds impoflible. 


vinces- 
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vinces of Bengal. This poirlt being refolved, the means of accomplifh- 
ing fo delireable an; objed, "without betraying the honour r of the com- 
pany, ^ employed the :attention of the feled committee. Their inftrudions 
to lord Clive and general Carnac will fully explain their views. Had 
the territories of Oude not : been rcflored to Sujah al Dowlah, his great abi- 
lities and high charader throughout the empire would have made him, 
v/hen driven to defpair, a -trouble fome, if not a dangerous^ enemy. None 
other could have maintained the polfelTion without our afTihance, much lefs, 
like him, have formed a fecurc barrier againft the northern nations. The 
greater part of his dominions were therefore rcflored; and as our former 
.engagements rendered a defertion of the King inconfiftent v/ith the na- 
tional honour, he was eflabliflied in the country of Korah, v/ith part of 
the province of lllah-abad. The payment of twenty-fix lacks of rupees an- 
nually from Bengal was alfo flipnlated by treaty. Would the King liave been 
contented to accept a territory nearer to us, this drain of fpecie might have 
lefs affeded Bengal ; but his mind was fo intent upon an X expedition to 
Dehly, which the pofTeffion of lllah-abad feemed to favour, that an intima- 
tion of other terms was received with difguft. Such was the plan adopted 
by the feled committee, in purfuance of which a peace was at length con- 
eluded t- The only article of a temporary nature regards fifty lacks of § 
rupees, to be paid by Sujah al Elowlah, to the company, as an indemnifi- 
cation of the expences incurred by the war. 

In Bengal, Nudjum al Dowlah, after paying the films ftipulated by the- 
■ treaty in February,' 1765, nominally pofleffed a revenue of two millions. 
His authority in the country was infulficient even for the collection 
of the revenues, without our affiftance. The adual adminiftration of govern- 

« The fubdance of tbefe inflruaions are given in a letter to the direftors,. Appendix, p. 6. 

X After labouring in vain to engage the Englifli, he has at length undertaken this enterprize 
with an army of Maharattas. 

t In thefummerof 1765. SeeAppendix, ,176. No. 53- to No. 60, . ■ 

§ This fum was greatly inadequate to our expences, but it was impolTible to require 
more without dlftrefling the country. 

■ nient 
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mcnt had therefore been given to a miniftcr named by the governor and 
council, and the Nabob became dependent for his daily fubfiflcnce on the 
bounty of his maRers. In this fitUvition he rclinquiflied an unafeertained 
demand upon a treafury under the management of others, for a liquidated 
fum, and fifty-three lacks, cighty-fiK thoufand one hundred and 
thirty-one ijl Sicca rupees \vcrc fettled, as fully fufficient for all the pur- 
pofes of pcrfonal dignity, and the parade of grandeur. This agreement 
was confirmed by the King, who, fubjciSl to the fevcral payments to Nud- 
jum al Dowlah and himfclf, granted the dewanny of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orilfa, to the Englifli Eafi-India company. 

If we review the hifiory of our tranfa^lions in Bengal, it cannot efcape 
the moft fupcrficial obferver, that there was but one point, in the progref- 
five aggrandizement of the company, at which it was polTiblc to have 
flopped, before the force, revenues, and government of the country’’ were 
united in the hands of the Englifli. MHicn Calcutta was taken, felf-dc- 
fcnce involved us in a war with tlic Subahdar. Our firfi: fuccefles proving 
the fuperiority of European difciplinc, made us tire objedt of his fears; 
and nothing but an incapacity of efieding his purpofe could deter any fuc- 
ccffive Subahdar from attempting our deftrudion. This incapacity was 
happily efleded by engagements taken at the defire of Mcer Jaffier, with 
Ramnarain, the Naib of Patna, and feme others. Had thefe engage- 
ments been religioufly obferved, the Englifli would have flood, like the fe- 
vcral nations in Europe, fecurc, not from their own flrcngth alone, but 
proteded by the irreconcilcablc intcrcfls of all around them. No fooncr 
was this fyAem overtlirown by facrificing our allies, and furrendering the 
unreflraincd dominion of the provinces into the hands of Mecr Cofiiin, 
than a decided fuperiority became the only means of fafety. The condud 
of individuals might accelerate or retard, but never could have pi evented 
the enfuing contefl for power. Impelled by neceffity, we proceeded to dor- 
minion, before the council at Calcutta feemed.to have underflood the fitua.- 
tion to wdiich they had advanced'. In wEat other manner can we account 

t Tills we mny fafdy aver was a larger fiim tlian any Subahdar, in the full poflefllon of h'a. 
revenues had ever been able to appropriate for his owa expeiice. 

for 
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for the, reiniffnefs of thofe who, upon the death of Meer Jaffier, negjedlc'd 
to eflabliflr the foundations of that fabrick which our yidbries had reared:;' 
who gave the revenues, of a great country into the hands of a boy, 
without the means of employing them ; the revenues of a country protected 
by our arms, the government of which, by their own treaty, was tranf- 
ferred to themfelves Such a fituation might gratify individual avarice, 
but could yield no real benefit , to the .India ■ company, or .to the ..Britifli 
nation. . _ ■ 

Lord Clive and the feled committee judged 'it hecefiiiry to obtain U' 
grant of thefe revenues to the company, and they were accordingly fur- 
rendered by treaty. “ By this acquifition of the Dewanny,’’ fay the feled 
committee in their letter to the . court of diredors, “ your pofleffion's and 
“ influence are rendered permanent and fecure, fmee no future Nabob 
“ will either have power or riches .fufficient to attempt your overthroWj 
“ by means either of force or corruption. All revolutions muft'hence- 
“ forward be at an end, as there will be no fund, for fecret fervices, for 

donations, or for reftitutions. The Nabob cannot anfwer the expeda- 
“ tions of. the venal and mercenary, nor will the company comply with 
“ demands, injurious- to themfelves out of their own- revenues • 

The impolitic arrangement of .affairs vvas among the leaft -e-vils of the 
company’s fituation, antecedent .to -lord .Clive’s, arrival. The diffolution 
of government in Calcutta kept pace with that of the country. . A ge- 
neral contempt of fuperiors, .a habit of equality among all orders of men 
had obliterated every idea pf-fubjedion. To reclaim men from diffipation, 
to revive a general fpirit of induftry, to lead the minds of all from gaudy 
dreams' of fudden-acquired wealth to a patient expedation of growing for- 
tunes, -were no lefs difficult in execution than neceffairy to the exiftence of the 
company. 'Large Turns of money, obtained by various means, had enabled 
many gentlemen to return to Europe. This-.caufe, fuperadded to themaflacre' 

. of Patna, occafioned a very quick fucceffion in the fervice, which encouraged 

** Appendix, No. 52. . : 

if Appendix, p. 8. 
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n' frmv.iril fpir'u of intlcpcndcncy, nnd pioilucccl ri total contempt of pub- 
lic orders, whenever obedience wan found incompatible with private in- 
terdh 'fo check inch sinpalicnt h-opc-i^ v/hcrc youilss aljured to the gn- 
vcrnnicm ofeountrie:' at :m age fcarccly ;ulc<]unic to the management of 
private affairr, f-’ur gcntlctncm hciitg called ir<Mn bladraiS) v.'crc ndmitlccl 
into council, 'fhe tinivcrfd «lifcot\lcnt auuntg the civil {ervant;?, which 
liad arisen irosn tlu* late nu'afnrcg rcflr.ntiing the ]’;)wcr of isulivuluals, 
•wa;; hereby greatly cncrcafcd ; .and nnited with the mntinoits fpirit ot tlic 
miiit.tj V vdhvcr;;, bo'hd io-nh the following vear into a flantc, which 
thrcaicsted dctlrtteVant to the Etrglilh empire in Bengal. 


Thi'‘> ever.', thougbi .nmotgg the tranfiClions of a later period, may not 
intpropcrlv b-e here CNplained. The military' in Bengal had for fcvcrnl ■ 
year.'^ enjoyed a.n intlnlgcncc beyond thofe in the other lettlcmcnls of the 
compa.ny, which drh .arofr from the honsuy of the vStdndular, when they 
v.'cre esnployed in lii-; fervice. By the advice of an olEeer, v.*ho had long 
comtnroatlcd the ci«ntp.itiyb. troop-, upon the. coail of Cloronv.ntdel, with 
[rreat reputation to Isimfclf, and b.ononr to th.e nation, reprcfentiitg this 
extraisrd.in.ary an'iw.tnce as- (Irfb -.Kltve of diiVipline, tin: dircdlors in lltcir 
puhlic letter'' had fmjnenlly <>rdcred the double baUa' to be withdrawn, 
finch rhreCliotss in a fettlcmcnt, where all idea of ruhurdlnatlon was loA, 
ami where the coiuind of the fiipcrior fervants,’ re fpecling their ov.-n in- 
tcrefl g coisid ill he reconciled witli a rigid c.vadVion of obedience to the 
company’^ c<nrnnamls itt oth.crr-, pnrduccd little tiTccl. One feeble effort 
wae made, but a rcnionfiratKC from the military induced a ready I’ubmif- 
iion on the juirt of the govcrn<;>r ami council, 'Lite felcdl committee very 
juflly conceiving, that a regard to private intcrcll would not juAify a dif- 
obedience to the i’ pofiiivc injundlion of their fuperiors, rcfolvcd to carry the 
mcafure isuo immediate execution. I'lic rcduclion of batta, if right in itfelf, 


* A repetUioa ef this comninml vns amonp the p nnicular iiiftnjclions to lonl Clive in 
1764. 

t Under the cnabliflimciit of this double hniin, a cnptnln's commifiion produced little Hiort 
of one ti)Ouf;imi pounds per annum : when reduced, it was wortli from Sis hundred and fifty 
to feven hundred pounds, as appeared upon the aflion of captain P.arkcr againft lord Clive. 


I 
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.was peculiarly proper at this time, .-ah- ample fund being juft ;ptdvidedhy the 
.eftabliflinient of lord Clive, for the fiippor.t of invalids, and the widows ofof- 
■ficers who died'inthe.-fervjGe,; at the- fame time that;the admittance of field- 
' officers , to a ffiarc in ,the fal t fpeiety opened a - reafon.able profpea of eafy 
-to thpfe .whofe .rank intitlecl- them to, fueh, an Sxpedation. No 
jfponer ^were the orders iflued for :efFe<fting this : reduftiori, than frequent 
^meetings were held .among the, officers, a- regular, correipondchce eftabliffi- 
,ed between thq.tliree brigades, into which .the whole army had been' di- 
vided; and a cqnibinatipn .formed to compel’ a fubrniffion.to their demands 
by a general r eft gpation of all. their commiffions. They bound therafelves 
by the moft folemn oath to fccrecy, engaging under the fame fandtion to 
preferve by .^force thqljfe of, any officer, whom the rigour of a court-mar- 
tial.might condemn, to dpath*. ■ Each, man entered intp.a bond to.refign his 
,coniiniffion under the penalty of five hundredyounds ; - and that every in~ 
-ducement- to. a recantation -of • thefe, -engagements.- might be effedtuaJly re- 
-movedj-a fump faid to be'; eighteen thouland pounds, was fubferibed for the 
^■unforpinates -who fliould not be reftored, each officer contributing according 
.to his-refp,e^jve: rank.; MDefirouS ; of uniting their, caufe with that .of all 
•who oppofed'the prefent government^ they correfponded with many on 
the civil eftablilhnient in Calcutta, and received, large promifes of fiipport: 
likewife frprn -this quarter, Such .inviolable, fecr.ecy did. the officers ohferve,, 
.that, a letter from .fir' Robert Fletcher to lordjClive,; dated a few days he-- 
■fore the refigiiatiom brought, tlie firft; intelligence of a confpiracy, which 
had for itslobje<ft the diflblutibn of -bur army, and confequent annihilation 
-of the ;,Ehglifti. power in Bengal., . A. difeovery of this' plot on. the eve of' 
its execution, affording no tinieifor ffelayj lord; Clive arid two other mem- 
-hers-of the feleft committee, -then at Muxadavadi haftily affembled.- Jridgr- 
irig it impbffible to concedphhe point in dilpute, without furrendering the- 
government into, the' hands- of mutineers, they inftantly determined to< 
perfevere in fuch vigorous meafures as the fituatipn of affairs demanded.. 

At Moi^heer, where the plan had- been- formed, the European foldiers; 
aftually took to their- arms ; but by the affiftance- of fome fiiperior officers,. 

whbj, upon the firft‘ ihtelligerice, hafteried to join the brigade, and by a 

■- ■ prudent 
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• jjmdeiit difpofitioniof '.tv\^o companies- of black trobpsj \vliofe fidelity bad 
been previoufly fecured, the mutiny was happily fupprefled. : By a diftri- 
biition of honorary rewards to the .non-commiffioned officers, by ah artful 
. commendation of die black commandants, and a fmall advance of pay for 
two months, the troops wcrebro.ught to a proper fenfe of their duty ; .and 
the confederate officers, who cncarripcd at a little diftance to await \the 
event, were compelled to ' depart for Calcutta, The ■attachment of this 
brigade being confirmed,- aiid a 'fmall.'fiipply of officers obtained among 
fuch as would accept coinmiffions, lord Clive, with a fe,w,other>s, iliafi:ened 
. to give their affiftance iii' the two more difiant divifions of the army. 


On the part of the mutineers dcfpondence and fubmiffion now fucceed-< 
ed to rage. All were ready to folicit what a little time before they had 
contemptuoufly rcjcdlcd ; and many of the leafl; guilty, after a proper in- 
terval, were re-admitted into the company’s fcrvice. The moft adtive 
ringleaders in fedition ^ycre put under arrefi, in order to take their trials 
as foon as a refioration of order and difcipline would permit the comman- 
der in chief to aflfcmble a proper number of officers, untainted with the 
general guilt. 

An erroneous interpretation. of the adt of parliament for purilfliing mu- 
tiny and defertion in India, fuggefted a doubt refpedting the jurifdidtion 
of a court-martial, which probably preferved many delinquents from a 
fentence of death. The adt fubjcdls thofc to martial law, who have con- 
traEied to ferve the company, and it was coriceived that the bare accep- 
tance of a commiffion formed no contra5I\ but that this could only be 
done by an exprefs engagement to ferve for a limited time,, or an aSfiiol re-^ 
cdpt of pay. Some puniffiments of an ignominious nature were mflidted ; 

■ • Mr. Bolts nfierts ihr.tlNIr. Parker failed in his aflion principally, bceanfe it did not appear 
that lord Clive knew of his confinement. The contrary is notorioufly true, and was fully proved 
upon the trial by written evidence, and by the teftimony of lord Clive’s fccrctary. But the coun- 
fel dcfpairing of fuccefs upon the avowed merits, laboured to affcdl: lord Clive with a wilful 
unneceflary delay ofthe.trial, and prolongation of captain Parker’s confinement. This delay 
was explained in the manner above mentioned.; If Mr. Bolts will mifreprefent a trial in England, 
at which many were prefent, what account may wc expedl: of-affairs in, a remote countfy like 
India? ' ' 
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but the court, difl:r;uftiug: their. ownr authority, would : not Venture to, touch 
• the lives of the offendiug-rparties; . ..Therfentences'.paffed upon individuals 
'were feverallyconfirmed."; Yet the rgoverhor: and council thought it unfafe 
to permit the refidence - of military men' in -India,: who now' became def- 
perate by the; failure of ‘their 'enterprize. - : Such. therefore, as had not been 
reftored-to the fervice,' were: dire&ed'sto depart' for -Europe. ; Had' thefe 
gentlerrien been willing to-' ehter into a- verbal engagement, no. violence 
would have been ufed but obftiiiately -'refullhg ' to; comply, a military 
guard furrounded their habitations until they chofe to.furrender; when 
they were conducted ■ on board the company’s ifliips under failing orders 
for England 

The reader may perhaps think thatran evalive defence was a real ag- 
gravation of guilt. Thefe gentlemen however chofe again to agitate the 
queftion of jurifdicflion'; and the lupport of a party fpirit gave every ad- 
■ vantage to the caufe, which ihduftry, united with eloquence, could afford. 
Two cafes were feledted, which from peculia;'r circumftances of hardfhips 
were, deemed the moft proper fubje<3:s of declamation before a jury. Two 
aftions were commenced againft lord Clwe in the court of king’s bench. 
In both the plaintiffs failed. It was here admitted-, that the acceptance 
of a commilTion formed an indefinite -contract with the company : but the 
coimfel argued that this might, be determined at the will, of either party, 
and being determined by the refignation of the officers, no jurifdidtion re- 
mained to the court martial. . They forgot, that even civil relations could 
not be diffolvcd by one party without a reafonable notice, proportioned to 
the nature of that fervice in which he was engaged. That the Britifh le- 
giflaturehad adopted a diflindlion formed by the common fenfe of man- 
kind, and had drawn yet clofer the ties of military fubjedtion. They- 
ovcrlooked that neceffity, which induced the free citizen of Greece and 

* Tliefc nrc the tranfaclions which the narratives, publiflied in Mr. Bolts his Appendix, rc- 
prefent. Thefe narratives, when ftripped of their declamation and illiberal inveftive, only prove 
that fomc of the officers were fo obflinate as to live fevcral days amidft their.own filth rather than 
furrender ; that ten of a grand jury, as abfurd as themfelvcs, were difpofed to iridift the prefident 
ond council ; and that after various expedients had been tried, they were obliged to puifuc 
their voyage to Bngl.and, 
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Rome to forego his independence, and fubmit his life to the arbitrary will 
of a man, to whom at home he was equal, whom perhaps he himfelf had 
commanded in a former campaign. In fliort, they contended that infe- 
rior officers might dilband an army, whenever they individually thought 
.fit to retire. . ' 

The very idea of military fubordination is by a rigid difeipline to com- 
bine the force of numbers, and create an habitual implicit fubmiffion of the 
flrength of many to the inftantaneous direilion of one mind. This prin- 
ciple, by which the real feverity and apparent cruelty of martial law- can 
alone be juftified, might perhaps have authorifed an opinion, that no of- 
ficer can ever refign without the exprefs permiffion of his commander. 
The four judges of the court of king’s bench, unwilling to decide more 
than the particular caufe required, efiabliflicd by their unanimous judgment 
this pofition: “ That a military officer in the fervice of the Eaft India com- 

pany has not a right to refign his commiffion at all times, and under all 
“ circumftanccs whatfoever, whenever heplcafcs.” The application of this 
maxim to the particular cafe, proved, that, if it was not lawful to refign 
under all drcwnjlanccs.^ it could not be permitted under a combination with 
others to diftrefs his employers, which Mr. Jufiice Yeates declared to be 
“ highly criminal, and that a legal obligation could not be diflblved by 
“ an illegal a£l.” 

The reader will, in the relation here given, difeover the rife, motives, 
and temper of that party, who, forgetting their former opinion both of 
men and things, have laboured to mifreprefent the condudt of thofe, whofe 
greateft crime appears to have been a continual unremitting oppofition to 
the interefted defigns of others. “Two paths,” fays lord Clive in his 
letter to the directors, “ were evidently open to me, the one fmooth and 
“ ftrewed with abundance of rich advantages, that might eafily be 
“ picked up, the other untrodden, 'and every ftep oppofed with obfiacles.” 
A paffive condudl, he fays, might have been “ attended with the ufual 
“ doqceur, of fharing largely with the reft of the gentlemen in all do- 
“ nations, perquifites, &c. arifing from the abfolute . government and-' 
“ difpofal of all places in the revenues of this opulent kingdom.” 

adds, 
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adds, tHe fettlement in gbieral -would 'tlius Eave l3efen my friends., and 
“ only tlie natives of the country my •enemies.'” - His -lordfliip and 'the 
•feledl -committee chofe the honourable -part, -to -encounter the Sodium of a 
whole fettlement in difcharge -of what they deemed theit -public -duty. 
And we may fafely pronounce, that it muft have been at leafl; their inten- 
tion, expofed as their condudt was to the jealous eyes of difappointed men, 
■to tread warily in the path ■which they Jbad choferi:' .' ' ' 

Let us now return to take a view ofthe meafures purfuedihifupporting 
that -weight of power = and influence, which the cpmpany had : at -lerigth ob- 
tained. The reader will recollefl:, that by the treaty Concluded -before, -lord 
Clive’s .arrival,, the government! of the Nabob -was completely -fubjedted to 
•the Englifli council at Calcutta.' 'To uphold our authority wash ecome 
.the only means of fafety. Yet-.a farther, advance to the afliial Immediate 
exercife of doniinion was 'little lets impracticable. : The number of civil 
fervants was fcarcely adequate to the neceflary accumulation of the .com- 
pany’s bufinefs, milch lefs coiild they have filled the various departments 
of the flate. Unacquainted with the genius or manner's of the inhabitants, 
their laws, or the power of their magiftrates, the Englith were little, qua- 
lified for the talk of government. How could we make the fordid dn- 
terefts of the trader confiftent with that unbiafled, integrity, tbat candid 
humane exercife of power, which muft reconcile the native’s to. a new 
dominion ? In whom refided the authority which could effedlually con- 
troul them? or give a legal exiftence to fo dbfurd a fyftem ? The de'le- 
- gates of a company, poflefling no -right of legiflation, might indeed have 
overturncfl the then fiibfifting government, but never could have fubfti- 
tilted any other in its room. This fubjed will receive a farther difcuffion 
when we proceed to confider the impoflibility of introducing .Englifti laws, 
and the nature of thofe regulations, which parliament inay^ and parlia- 
ment alone can eftablilli in Bengal, The feled committee found the whole 
adminiftration vefted by treaty in one man, removeable indeed upon the 
reprefentation, or rather command of the council. No perfonal objedion 
xould be made to Mahomed Reza Cawn, Who by -his ability and induftry 
well deferved bis ftation. Yet by an uncontrouled exercife of power he 
became little Icfs than a Subahdar : and had fear, jealoufy, -or ambition 

tempted 
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tempted him to tranfgrefs the bounds preferibed, the fupport, conti'oul, or 
removal of fuch a minifter miglit have been a conftant fource of intrigue,, 
if not of corruption. Tire feledl committee therefore aflbclated Roy^ 
Dulub, and Jiigget "j' Seet with Mahomed Reza Cawn. A refident at the 
court of the Subahdar was alfo appointed, one of the higher fervants of 
' tlic company’, whofc duty confiilcd in fuperintending the conduct of the 
miniflers, and reporting their tranfadlions to the governor and council, • 

Tills man was one oftliofc, to whom the Englifli faith had been pledged for thepreferva- 
tion of his life and honour. During the firft government of Mccr Jafficr, he was in a confide- 
rablc command, but being dirpoflcilcd by the jcaloufy of his mafter, he claimed the Englifli 
protc£lion, under which he afterwards rcfidcd at Calcutta. He was the fingle man connefted. 
With the Englifli, who did not pcrifli during Mccr CofTim’s fliort government. 

t This jugget Sect was the fon of one of the Sects, two brothers who were deftroyed by 
Cofllm.for their fuppofed attachment to the Englifli. 


G H A P, 



‘A'vikw OF THE- ENGLISH 

; c h a' r: " ii;'; ; 

Diforders in the' Colledlion of the Revenues^ of Be n'gal before 
they belonged to the English East India Company, and' 

. the Caufes whichrimpeded a Reformation. . . . .. , 

f I "'HE fubjedl of revenues in Bengal is from various . caufes involved 
- i. in a confulion, , which affords little hopes of giving the reader a 
clear comprehenfive knowledge, or indeed of conveying much real infor- 
mation. Different writers agree in nothing, but unmeaning declamation 
in praife of governments, which they have never known, and general in- 
veftives againft men, with whofe motives and fituation they were as little 
acquainted. It can however with certainty ' be affirmed, that the diforder 
and diftrefs, under which the country yet labours, have their origin in 
the frequent revolutions, which followed the dlffolution of the Mogul 
empire, the chaos in which all rights of maglftrates and people were- 
confequently loft, and in the unnatural preffure of infatiable demands 
from Europe ; not in the mifcondutt of men entrufted with the company’s 
affairs. . ' 

Tire formal arrangement and apparent order of the Mogul empire, 
beautiful in its fimplicity upon paper, is apt to charm the imagination, 
and miflead the judgment of men, unaccuftomed to contemplate their own 
fpecies, or to trace the operations of the human mind under fyftems more 
favourable to its growing improvement. Accordingly this golden age has 
been painted in fuch glowing colours, as would almoft tempt one to place 
the fuggeftions of fancy amidft the materials of hiftory. The authors 
however fometimes forget their high tone of fpeculation, and condefcend 
to relate fa(fts, which refute their own deduftions. How .happens it, 
amidft the exceffive mildnefs of manners, which' under Indian govern- 
ments 
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meats* render laws unneccirary,; that the merchant: owed his fafety to a 
military force ? ;,■ now,.cxa£t miifl .^be the adniiniEration .of jnftice. where, 
treafon- aboundsj yetis puniflicd only rj'iin the field ?• Are men- heft taught 
to'refpe(!l the rights of a citrzeitamidft the ardoiiTs of yidory? Or, do the 
emotions of rei'entment againft fucccfslcfs;' rebellion qualif)’’ the . prince . to 
puniflr with moderation the demerits , of , -an . offending fubjed In truth 
tlie .condition, of .a. people under, dcfpotic. power, muft perpetually .vary y, nth 
the virtues or vices, the talents. or. debility of thole, who fiicceffiyely .wield 
the feeptre. If \ye look for governments, which , fuhfill.. unaltered .by .the 
perfonal charadcr of the prince, fuch arc only to be found, yvherc cacli 
individual poflefles an independent Ilation in ifociety, .where .the contention 
of different orders has preferibed the terms of national union, and .where 
vigorous minds, the genuine growth of freedom, uphold the authority 
of laws. ■; Without fuch advantages there were yet fome caufes ■ derived 
from the, climate ;and. extent of empire, which • rendered defpotifm more 
tolerable hr India, 'efpccially under ; the Moguls, tlian it ever before ap- 
peared in the hillory of mankind. The fubmiffive temper of a tim.id race 
arrclls the fword of ;Conqucft; and the people efcape a defolation," which 
not unufually follotys a more determined refill ance. Secure, without ,fc- 
verity, in the indolent temper of his fubjefls, the viflor fears not a revolt 
from any national fpirit, while he views with jcaloufy the ambition 'of.his 
fervants. Such a fituation demands the policy deferibed by Mr.. Dow^ 
and renders it imncceflary for the defpot to delegate his power entire to 
the governors of every province.':... 

While the Mogul empire fubfifted in its greateft Iplendor, fupported 
by the extraordinary talents of fucceffive princes, a diftribution of autho- 
rity might in fome fort prevent its abufe'; but even- here we may difeover 
the feeds of our prefciit difeafe. * 

The lands were the property -of the crown, and were annually let to 
-zemindars, who again parcelled them out to inferior dependents. The 

Mr. HoKvell’s Hillorical Events.' ■ ■ 

t Mr. Dow’s Enquiry, p. 58 . He is there, fpeaking of the Mogul government. 

* K 
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ryotts, or immediate cultivators, mi'^ht- in fonie degree efcape oppreffion,; 
where the demands of governrherit Hdre a fraall proportion to the . extent 
of territory, ■ and \vdiere’ ekch'4ridmdharin-pro^^ order regarded his • 
, ihare of the produce as a kind of p'ropriurh.' ' • This fituation of things did 
hot however long ' continue. ' The Siibahddrs, or ptovincial governors,, 
taking advantage of the indolence ‘of 'debility of fucceeding emperors, arid 
uniting every bffite' in' • their ‘ own perfo'ns, were* '■ afterwards * enabled ' to 
compromife with the' court 'of Dehly for an a rinuak tribute* which a far- 
ther decay of power in' their Tor raer rulers foon permitted them to with- 
hold. • ' In Bengal, ' during ^ this progrefs to' independence, burthens mul- 
tiplied on the people ; * and*while a rriode of taxatidri, To replete with the 
means of .oppreffiori, ' was prefervdd, the receipts of the Subalidar bore a 
fmali proportion to the payments of the induflrious ryott. The violence 
df Meer Goffim in accumulating 'treafure, and the relaxation of govern- 
ment in the-, hands of Meer JaffierV- equally contributed to confouhd'all 
order,' and by' rernovihg every idea of " right, Tandtified an Tome Tort* dhe 
depredations of hungry ' collectors. TheTeeble reftraint of fear 'produced 
little effect ; while the' ericreafing iieceffities of a mafter afforded at leaft a 
pretence for an uncontrouled dxercife of power throughout every department 
in- the ftate. Inferior officers employed in- the colIeCtioris .were permitted 
to eftabliffi'a thoufand modes'- OT taxation. ' Tines, werelevied atpleafure,. 
without, regmd' to juflice ; arid while each felt in his turn. the iron, rod' of 
oppreffion, he redoubled thefe. extortions on all* beneath him. The war 
in which Meer Jaffier was engaged againffi foreign enemies,;, the. ftruggles. 
of Meer Goffim, wffiich ended with his deftruClion, and the ufurpations oF 
private traders completed. the feene of uniyerfalconfulio^n.' . ‘ ' 


Such vms the. condition; of Bengal; when. the . politicians, who. preceded 
the feleCt committee, laying proftrate the government, of a, rich province,, 
were employed in obtaining new territories at a diftance of feven hundred 
•miles from; Calcutta.; and with, wonderful felf-applaufe were preparing the 
p.ccafion of an unprofitable marchto Dehly. ■ The readpr part 

* Meer JafEer, during tEe reign of Allverdi Cawn,- .was.itiuch.beloved.by his.mafter as a 
brave coimnander; , but he •wan'ted'induftr.y in the ad)iiiniftration of civil igoveniment. •, , . 

acquainted 
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■ iicquaintcd wltli the mcafurcs purfiicdby the felc£l committee. We.rhuft 
now refume the fubjctfl, where they entered on this inextiicablc labyrinth 
of confufion,anfingfrom the dlftradcdflatc of the country, without lights 
. or information from others ; while their difficulties were augmented by an 
- intcrellcd oppofition, and every regulation, of the minihers impeded by , a 
complication of concerns, between European gomaftahs and the zemindars 
or officers of government ; ■ 

Independent of the political confidcratlons, winch weighed in pfefefv- 
ing the Mooriffi government, the experience of live years afforded little 
expc£lation of an improved adminiftratibh, of revenues under the more 
immediate infpcGion of European gcnticrricii. Some of the dillridls ceded 
by Meer Coffim had yet derived no benefit from a change of mailers. Oh 
the contrary, if .credit be due to the reprefentations of thofe employed by 
Mr. Vcrclll, when a better fyftcm was adopted, increafing mifehiefs had 
yielded a plentiful harveft to avaricious men, but had rarely hitherto prov- 
ed an cxercife of humanity in thefe new guardians of the people. An ap* 
prehenfion of exciting the jcaloufy of European nations might be another 
inducement to avoid as much as pofliblc all appearance of dominion. The 
committee therefore refolved to appoint a refident at the Durbar, who, 
without interfering in the adual adminiftratlon himfelf, might yet con- 
troul the mlnillcrs. When this gentleman arrived at Muxadavad, he 
found two of the three minlllcrs bufied in collcdtions without public au- 
thority or account, under pretence of outllanding ballances due to them- 
felves. The firll regulations ellablillicd were, that no coJledtions Ihould be 
permitted but fuch as were contained in what is called the annual llate- 
ment ; and that all monies received Ihould be lodged in a publie treafury 
under three locks. Thefe provifipns, however heceffary, offended Roy 
• Dulub and Juggut Sect, who declared their intention to retire. The lat- 
ter particularly reiirefented' the eftabliflainent of a public treafiiry as an af- 
front to his houfe, which had always been entrufted with the receipts and 
difburfements of government. Mr. Bolts neverthelefs affirms him to have 
been appointed the company’s flaroff f j but for this affertion, like the 

*The correfpondence nbounds.with complaints of this nature. Vide In particular the letter of. 
Mahomed Rer.a Cawn, App. p. 181. No. 74. and alfo'No. 79. , f Confiderations, p. 158. 

♦ K 2 greater 
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■ greater part of liis b'oo]:j we arc indebted 'to the invention of die au- 
• thor.'’’ ' ■ ■ ' ‘;r) ■ ... • . ^ 

The preffing ncccfTitics of the company in Bengal, and the great de- 
mands from our other fctticmcnts, rendered it imprudent to remit any part 
of the revenues. To ihereafe the I)urthcjn! of the rydtt, or cultivator, was 
at the fame time impoHible, without ruin to the country. The only fund 
of improvement was a diminution of the cxpencc in colledling. For this 
purpofe fupernumerary officers were difmiflcd. An exadb rcgiEcr was 
taken of thofc employed in each diftrid;: and by Icfficning the profits of 
intermediate agents the people were in fomc degree relieved from oppref- 
fion, while the receipts of the treafury incrcafcd. 

The .uncertain impofis upon commerce had proved a plentiful fource of 
'abufe, chokeys, or cufiom-houfes, becoming daily more numerous in 
every .part of the provinces. Thefc were now reduced to a Hated number, 
and proper officers appointed to enforce a regular and equal payment of 
duties. 

The fituation of the Engliffi refident at the Durbar, furrounded by 
people whofe intcrefl led them to deceive, was fuch as in fuperintending the 
colledion of. the revenues required extreme caution. Every interpofition 
might produce the mofl; important confcqucnccs ; and the novelty of the fcenc ' 
afforded a large field for error. Much' information,, however, obtained by 
tracing many frauds to the fource, aided by experience’ acquired in the ma- 
nagement of the company’s lands, where European gentlemen had the 
immediate adminiftration of the revenues, might probably have given a 
better arrangement in the courfe of a few years : but orders novr arrived 
from England, wbicb precluded a more minute, inveftigation. 

^ It will beimpoffible to do juftice. either, to the. gentlemen in Bengal, or 
to -the court of directors, without tracing. thefe, orders to their real fource, in 
the tranfadiions of the company in England : tut not to dillrafl; the reader’s 
attention with' too great a variety' of matter, I fhal! firft explain how the 
revenues chiefly arife, and the meafures purfued by the felea committee. 

The 
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The revenues arc chiefly derived from the lands, which arc known by 
various denominations. Thofe called ryotty are poflefled by tenants refi- 
dent on the fpot, who by their grants ought to be continued as long as 
they paid their rents. But as larger rents have been frequently exadled, 
an encreafe beyond what a tenant can afford, together with other oppref- 
fivc demands from his fuperior landlord, or the officers of government, not 
unfrequcntly compels him to fly from the eflate, on vffiich perhaps his 
family have fubfifted for many generations. 

The comar lands have no rcfidcnt tenants, but are cultivated by- con- 
tra.£t, which there are many perfons in all parts of the country ready to 
undertake, if the zemindar, who rents the diflrid, will give proper en- 
couragement. The zemindar ufually advances a fum of money to the cul- 
tivator, who would otherwife be unable to improve and till the land. The 
crops when gathered in are divided according to the terms of the contrad 
between the two ; but as the indigent cultivator has probably fubfifted by 
means of an advance made ‘by the zemindar, the latter, after fettling all 
accounts, will fometimes obtain the lion’s fliare. 

When the ryott or farmer forfakes his habitation, and encouragement 
is wanted to cultivate the comar lands, both fall occafionally under the 
management of the officers of the government, and are then called coifs 
lands. Thefe laft generally decline much in value in the hands of men, 
whofe tyranny has driven away the former tenants. By a wretched po- 
licy oppreffion becomes the intcreft of thofe, who ftiould proted the peo- 
ple ; for as it is impoffible that the higher officers of. government can 
ever know wdiat part is really cultivated, the cofs is a never ceafing dc- 
cafion of fraud in the accounts of inferior colledors 

The remainder of the lands, excepting fuch as are held by the imme- 
diate officers of , government, are divided into talooks, jaghires, and 

. > 

* Thefe pyticulars are more largely explained in the inftruflions drawn up hy the prefident 
for the fupravifors. Vide App. p. 227. 
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charitable or religious donations. The talooks have been in general j^ar- 
tial grants to individuals ; and many privileges are indulged to the owners, 
particularly in their taxation. Jaghires '-are alfo grants from the 
•prince, of lands during the -life of the grantee, fometimes to his defeeu- 
dants. A fmall tribute is ufually referved, the jaghiredars being free from 
every other impofition. The tw’^o laft divifions, namely charitable and 
religious donations, have been given for various purpofes by fucceffive 
princes, fomc through zeal, but moll through vanity, and form no in- 
coniiderable part of many diflridts. Thcfe, by the terms of the grant, are 
ufually exempt from all burthens. 

Other "I’ lands arc pofTefled by the zemindars or oilicers, for the imme- 
diate fupport of therafelves and families. This mode of payment affords 
an ample field for the exercife of fraud and oppreifion. Perpetual en- 
croachments are made, and lands, flruck out of the government books as 
wafte, are very commonly thus appropriated. The poor ryott alfo is here 
forced to labour for his lordly mailer without reward, while perhaps’ his 
own farm at the fame time jemains uncultivated. 

In the provinces of Burdwan and Midnapore, of which both the pro- 
perty and jurifdidlion were ceded to the company by Meer Coffim in the 
year 1760, thofe evils, which necelfarily Bowed from the bad policy of 
the Moorith government, had in no fort decreafed. On the contrary, 
a plan was adopted in 1762, produdlive of certain ruin to the pro- 
vince. The lands were let by public auction for the fiiort term of 
three' years. Men without fortune or character became bidders at 
the> fale; and while forae of the former farmers, unwilling to re- 
linquilh their habitations, exceeded perhaps the real value in their of- 
fers, thofe who had nothing to lofe advanced yet farther, wifhing at 
•all events to obtain an immediate pofleffion. T^hus numberlefs harpies 

* Jaghires are frequently grants of annual ftipends, Ifiuing from the revenues of a particular 
•dlftridh. 

t Thefe grants much refcmble the tolooks, and are in fome places clafled under that de- 
nomination. ' - ' . 


were 
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were let loofe to plunder, whom- the fpdit of a miferable people enabled 
to complete their firft year’s payment. The renter under . fo pre- 
carious a tenure could not venture to encourage inferior farmers by ad- 
vancing money, which is feldom repaid within three- years ; and without 
this advance, even the implements of hufbandry were wanting, to cultivate 
the lands. Great part of the renters, incapable of fulfilling their engage- 
ments, applied to be difcharged within the fecond year, ,defirous of aban- 
doning their whole property, if they might be permitted to- relinquifli their 
unprofitable farms. A nominal increafe of revenue had by thefe means 
been obtained ; but fo defective were the actual receipts, that an un- 
precedented general tax upon the bazee zemeen or charity lands, was 
now thought necefl'ary to complete the paynients ftipulated to the 
company. 

This untoward fituation induced the fele£t committee in the autumn of 
1765, .to appoint Mr. Verelfl: fupravifor of Burdwan. It appeared that on 
the fecond fale for three years, bidders had been found for little more 
than two fifths of the lands, the moft beneficial of which were held in dif- 
ferent names by the officers of government, and banyans of European 
gentlenaen. The remainder, under the denomination of cofs, fell - into 
the hands of collectors, who opprefled the people, . bringing what they 
pleafed to- account. Thefe laft with a franknefs infpired probably by a- 
confidence of not being refufed, propofed to lay open all their frauds-, 
and- to- divide their profits in- fuch proportions as the refident. and' 
his agents fiiould approve. The firft objeCt was to remove thefe 
vermin by finding tenants for the deferred lands ; and, although 
the feafon was far advanced, many fubftantial people readily engaged 
upon an alTurance of not being dilpoffelTed. A. moderate rent- was 
paid the, firft year,, a larger the fecond, and on the third the higheft 
which had ever- before been given ; the tenants- - neverthelefs' con- 
fenting to- pay any general tax that, might afterwards be laid upon' 
the : whole province. The officers of government, were compelled 
to relinquiffi either their office or their farm. The burthens of the 
province -were diminifhedj and, while each individual -reaped the fruits 

of 
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of Ills toil, the lands were highly ctiliivated and irriproved. The va- 
rious regulations ■eflabllflied would afford but an' unplcafant detail’^; 
let. it fuffice therefore to obferve, that the revenue to the company in- 
creafed, while Burdwan in a few years became the moll flourifliing dif- 
tridl of Bengal. 


Burdwan province, from the ill of May, 1760, to. the end of April, 1770, 
in account with the Eaft-India company’s treafury, for nett revenues, 
paid in, clear of all charges. 


May to the end of April. 

Cur. Kupccs. 

1760 - 

1761 

Cnfli received j* 

- - — 607,482 

1761 - 

1762 

Ditto _ - - 

- 3,841,987 

1762 - 

1763 

Ditto - - ' - 

3,949,167 

1763 - 

1764 

Ditto - 

3,986,101 

3764 - 

1765 

Ditto 

- - 3,620, ySg 

1765 - 

1766 

Ditto :j: - - 


1766 - 

1767 

Ditto - ' - 

- . - 4,288,171 

1767 - 

1768 

Ditto 

- - . 4,149,471 

1768 - 

1769 

Ditto 


1769 - 

1770 

Ditto § - 

3,948,037 


The fame regulations were eftabliflied in the other proprietary lands of 
the company, with nearly the fame fuccefs. 

• Vide letter of Mr. Verelfl:,.App. p. 212. No. 131. 

f This year the company obtained pofleffion, but only a fmall part of the revenues was 
brbught into the treafury, after reducing the rajah, 

t M’’- Verelft was appointed to the fupraviforfliip of this province in the year 1765, and the , 
efFefts of his arrangement will be feen in the receipts of the fucceeding years, although part of 
the lands being let by aufliion, his regulations could only extend to the remainder. It muft alfo 
be remarked, that the duties upon fait, made within the province,- which in former years made 
a part of thefe revenues, were, after the eftablifhment of the fociety in the year 1765, paid into ■ 
the treafury of Calcutta. : 

.§ ■ This laft was the year of the general famine. 

- - ‘ ^ Midnapore 



- government in BENGAL. >3 

Midnapore province, from May 1760 to April lyyo. 

May to tlie end oT April. 

1760 ~ 1761 Cafli’ received « - « - !« 116,925 

3761 - 1762 Ditto ■ •« - S57»9^3 

1762 r 3763 Ditto - * 743»33° 

1763 - 1764 Ditto -■ ■ - ' - ■ - 74^»777 

1764 - 1765 , Ditto- - ' - 590,932 

J765 “ 1766 Ditto - - - ' ” 73^»°55 

1766 - ^767 Ditto.* -I - » 1,005,882 

1767 - 1768 Ditto. - “ “ ^24»39'^ 

3768 - 1769 Ditto - - - - 975»o5i 

3769 - 1770 Ditto - - - 902,r49 


Calcutta towns, and twenty-four PuVguniiahs, from M 4 y 1760 to 'April 1776. 


May to the end of April. 



Cur. Rupees, 

3760 ‘- 

1761 

Cafli received 


73o>594 

1761 “ 

1762 

Ditto 

a* 


597 ^ 35 . 5 . 

3762 - 

1763 

Ditto' 

- 

\m 

486,352 

3763 

1764 

Ditto 

- 


“ 74o»473 

1764 

1765 

' Ditto 

' - 

- ■ 

979>349 

3765 - 

1766 

Ditto 



- 6 d2,<^59 

3766 - 

1767 

Ditto 

W 


- 801,571- 

1767 . - 

1 768 

Ditto t 

- 


1,116,395 

1768 - 

1769 

Ditto 


«hr 

1,030,464 

3769 - 

1770 

Ditto 

M 

Cto *m 

- 3,022,845 


• Mr. Verelfl tool^ charge of this province in the year i765,-and ihc increafe of revenue niav 
be fecn in the accounts of the fucceeding years. It niuft be obfervedj'tliat during the three lafi; 
years, extraordinary cxpcnces were incurred to reduce fome rebellious Zemindars upon the bor- 
tlers of the province. Thefe expenccs being' dedufted, make the furir 'paid into tlie cornpany’s 
ireafury lefs tharf from 1 76b to 1 767 ; but the a£lual receipts never fell firort of the incrcafed rents 
•cRabliflied during the four lad vearj. 

f The arrangement of Mr. Verelft-vvas made in the latter end of the year 1766, and the in- 
creafed receipts need no other commenr than a reference to preceding years. The apparent va- 
riation during former years was owing to the irregular payment of the Jaghirc, ihe rcven'ues them- 
fclves having undergone no great alterations. 

* L 


€hit- 
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Chittagong province, from January 1761 to April 1770. 


1761 to Apr. 

1762 

Cafli received * 


1762 to ^ Apr. 

J763 

IDitto 

1 - 1 . 

1 

9m 

* J • 

17,63 T 7 - 

1764 

Ditto. 



1764 • r- - 

1765 

Ditto- 


W 

1765 

1766 

Ditto . 



1766 -T- 

1767 

Ditto. 

' 0^ . 


1767 

1768 

Ditto 


9m. 

1768 — 

1769 

Ditto- 

-■ 


1769 — 

1770 

Ditto- 

-■ 

0 


Cur, Rupees, 
728,50? 
467,368 

* 120,174 

404,721 

366,158 

37 ''^ 5^30 

422^766 

432,540 

398,535- 


When the dewanny was firh obtained by the company, a want of know- 
ledge, or even the means of immediate information, rendered it impo/Tible 
to correct' the many, abufesr incident -to; the, eftablilhed mode of collcding. 
the revenues. Many caufes likewife concurred to make any direft inter- 
pofitioh' at this time highly impolitic. All power had in clfctfl been tranf- 
ferred ffom the Subahdar of Bengal to the EnglijQi Eafl India company ; 
but the lenient hand of time was neceflary to foften .tliat difguft, and quiet 
that alarm, which foreign nations, as well as the natives, might naturally 
concei-ve upon fo great a change. The fclcCt committee confidered, that 
fliould they attempt innovations upon the precarious foundation of opi- 
nion, any failure of fuccefs might difarrangc the affairs of tlieir employers, 
difappoint their .pxpedatipns, and_ afford a,plauhble ground of complaint 
in England; where men,, unacquainted, with this very extenfive and com- 
plicated fubjeft, would judge wholly by„,the event; and where. varioua 
plans fucceffively adopted by contending parties, might, if the projcdl 
were too hahily imdertalven, n-emove all , probability of future improve- 
ment. Impreffed with thefe fentiments, 'they very wifely determined to . 
affume the flow but ccrtaiia convi(ftioa.of experience for their, guide, giv— 


* This year includes great part of the revenue due in the preceding year. Mr. Verelft was- 
appointed to the chieftliip the beginning of 1761,, ^iind quitted it in 1765. This province being 
•expofed to frequent alarms, the revenues mull; • fltuSluate more than ihofc in fccurc fituaiions., 
But it may deferve to be remarked that the .Suhahdars of Bengal feldom. received more than ttvo- 
hundred thoufand rupees revenue. : . 
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ifig- tKeir firft atteritiori to tl'iofe provinces, the revenues of.whicli had .been 
fubjciR to the hdminiftralion of Europeans from the' firft ccEion of , thefe 
lands by Mecr Cbffnn^ in 1760/' The event correfponded to their views. 
In the year 1769, the co'nditioh'bf thefe laft' mentioned provinces formed 
fo flriking a contrail to the other parts of Bengal, where the '6pprelfi.cn of 
the ancient government was univerfally 'fclt, tlnatToreigners as v/ciras lia- 
t-ives began carncfilynei-wilh fora moreextenfive reform a ti'dhi ' The'conif 
mittec therefore taking advantage 'of an equivocal -pcrmifiioh 'in ' a‘'letter 
from the court of dircdlors, rcfolvcd to undertake this very arduous 
talk. • . ' - . ' 


" Although the uTicceffity was urgent,' yet .the ^difficulties' were great.' .In 
a country fo fubjc<£l to revolution,' infinite varieties prevailed' in the govern- 
ment of every feparate diflridl. In fomc hereditary rajahs preferved the 
appearance rather of tributary princes, than delegates of power ; but the 
jcaloufy. of the 5 ubahdars, aiid an ihereafed taxation had ieff thcin little 
more than a nominal authority.- In other parts again, a forfeiture, or ex- 
tindion of thefe funilies, had eftabliffied the more immcd.iate jurifdidion 
of the Subahdar. Yet here perhaps the -zemindars retained their heredi- 
tary rights. The greater part of the' country- laboured under an linbo'unded 
dcfpotifm, where the late diforders had incrcafed the evils iii'cideht to this 
ruinous hate. Zemindars and colleflors combined together to prevent a 
detedion of their frauds, and, fcnlible of their own precarious condition, 
laboured by every oppreffion to accuinulate th.at fpecics of wealth, which, 
capable of concealment, feenied alone to deferve ,the„ name .of property; 
while a long trfm likewife of dependents and intermediate agents fattened 
on the.fpoils of the induflrious ryott. Tiic mildnefs of European manners, 
introduced by our influence at the Durbar, perhaps aggravated the mifehief,. 
bj- removing in dome fort 'the rcilraiht of fear. . ' ' . , 


To attempt a reformation, -and at the fame time to preferve the reve- 
nues entire, required.a minute local inveftigation. Supravifors were accord- 
ingly appointed to colled the neceflliry information in the fe-t’-eral divifions 
of tlic country. The nature of their office', the objed of the undertaking, ' 

2 and 



the. bufinefe.upoa which, tlxey were fear 
,re ^iu,^ e^a,„^ in rh, inftma^ns, <lrewh:up:by the pi^eS 

?• ,“'r“ thg fubjea m this place. would, unneceffarilrfatieue* 

the reader. Jt will here,b,e fufEcieut to .a#,, that Ihould' the unearure be. 
tolerably executed, ..the.ho.atd of revenues, , which; the direftors hate fince. 
cEabJiflied, will' find no, mterials can, be wanting to ef edl a. complete ar-- 
^angei^ent, diffufe that profpen^^^ at prefect fo eminentlj dif-- 
tinguifl^es the propx,ietary lands o£. die. eompany. . . , ■ _ 

To judge of the condua: of the feled committee, and their fuccefTorsj Jn;- 
the management of our revenues and commerce in Bengal, it will be ne- 
ceflary to.t^e,a yiew,,of the^fituatiop^ of the diredors, which, withoht any 
defa,ult in theni, , •produced orders; the; moft. ruinous to' the' company’si 
affairs.,' ■ • ■ . : . - 


, /l^hen advice of the grant of thp dewanny., firft arriVed in. England, a 
party were in. pofTeffion, of the diredionj whqfe greateft error perhapsi wasi- 
an impolitic profecutiqnof certain gentlemenijuft arrived from India*}:. Had) 
they abhaine^d from, this ,ad.; of national juftice,- their power would have en- 
2^bled them, to refrft .the interefted .madnefs of others j hutit was irnpoffible at 
this time to fqrefee that the;, chancellor of the, exchequer fliould confpire: 
•with a fadipn in Le.adenhall-ftreet,, to facrihce equally, the intereft of the; 
company, and that, of the hate., ' 

' The diredors, aware, of the difficulties to Be encountered, endeavoured 
tb ihcreafe their own authority by removing every fufpieion of private in- 
tereft in the opinions which they found it neceflary to recommend ; and: 
very laudably, abftamed- from all % engagements which might I^ffen their 
mfluence in. the difcKarge of thdr public duly. Every precaution was; 
vain.' The torrent foon became irrefiffible, and men, ignorant of the 


* .See, Aelnftmaiqnf mc-tbe- Appendix, .p.;524, ctfeqq-, 

+ For a iireach of covenants in the receipt of p.rpfents, • . , rt i 

rTheie gentletnen had. the firft intelligence, .and by purchafing ftoclc, might eaCIy have 

nadeTmmenft gains. . Their fcrupnlous deHcaeynnd.ftriaifelf-dcnial appeared afterwards upon- 

n,examinadon,atthe.bar,of ihe.houfpof-com^^ ' 
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fubjed, prefuined to ad, until dear-bought experience evinced the impoffi-* 
bility of fcparating the intcrcft of the flock-holder from that of the com-*- 
pauy. 

At this time ‘many needy adventurers hoped a golden harveft in the: 
flock, and paying an immenfc interefl for money, ■were difpofed to facri- 
ficc every real advantage as proprietors, to the flattering profped of pre- 
fent gain. Thofe fervants of the company whofe fafety depended on the 
overthrow of the diredors, employed their wealth in creating votes; and 
fome candidates for the diredion, to gratify their own ambition, readily 
placed thcmfclvcs at the head of fo refpcdable a corps .. 

The fadion thus formed, flcadily purfued their plan; and having by 
infinite arts raifed the public expedations greatly beyond the fize of the 
objed, they fed the common defire of gain with promifes, which igno- 
rance inflamed by paflion could fcarcely hope to accomplifli.. 

A claim to the revenues on the part of the crowm produced a negotiation 
with the minifler, when a contcfled eledion for diredors approaching,, 
this troublefomc fadion endeavoured to cnlifl as many as poflible by flat- 
tering the ■nfiflics of all. They produced a plan of accommodation with 
government; by which nine hundred thoufand pounds per annum ."^vere 
promifed to the exchequer, and fourteen per cent, dividend to the proprie- 
tors for fifty years: but fo little attention was paid to the means fuggefiedi 
for carrying this plan into execution, that the revenue "was feparated froiii' 
the trade ; and fuch a complication of accounts -would have enfued, both 
at home and abroad, as mufl have caufed endlefs difputes betw^een govern- 
ment and the company, equally injurious to the interefl of both. The 
diredors, on the contrary, endeavoured to unite thefe interefts, difeordant 
only to uninformed minds; and, by making the receipts of the treafury 
depend on thofe of Leadenhall-flreet, hoped to remove every ground of’ 
future jealoufy; They propofed to give four hundred thoufand' pounds,^, 
or twelve and a half per cent, dividend to the proprietors, and apply one; 
half of the' remainder to the payment of the company’s debts, the other, 
moiety to be received by the exchequer. By fecuring a dividend to the- 

proprietor.s'. ' 



7^: - ^ 

15rbprietbfsiin::tlieiaanftaM price'. bfftDcfc would becbme ss -Bd 
and ..peh^neut-, ■; -as ^th'e mature of. a trading company^ would - admit :. - whilel 
by appropriating the .Jdirplus, ^11 fbture .ipcreale of dividend would he ^ 
.difcant:dbie^, and the refolutions of the court of proprietors be no longer 
. go>tetiied/by the .views of ftock^jobbers/or intereftscof the Alley. / 33y .par- 
■ ticipating' all advantages;- with the exchequer, a confidence' migHt'be efia-'. 
bhfhedj .and miniftcrs . no lohger roceivd every propdfal, of. diredtoxs,. with 
the jealoufyof a.-riyal.- , A fudden change of 'circumjftances . fe/:|uined ;many 
ailterations in revenue Lws,, many, new .'political arrangements-. . 'Thefe 
wmiild-be .undertaken .without the-cmbarraffment.of -diftriift, and execut- 
-ed as foon as knbwm, to be -right, without doubting the information ye- 
cewed, .It is not difficult to prove that had this union been effeded, had 
the neceffities;'of tlie cbmpany-not been aggravated by the urgentAemand of 
government and'prbprletors, and had not -the trade from this caufe been' 
managed -with .a view to a prefent Supply, an inimenfe-fum might already 
•have been gained tQ the compa.nyan3 the fiate. ' 

.The diredors.had always been ayerfe' to an.increafe .of . dividend, -.until 
the debts of. the company were reduced within thofe limits, which the legifla- 
.ture had preferibed, and which .their former- neceffities had compelled, 
them to exceed"^. , They reprefented, .that , it w’^as -indifferent to the pro- 
prietor, whether he borrowed, to divide, or. waited till the money wasrer- 
ceived in the treafury. They gave it as their .opinion that the piiyment .of 
thefe extra fdebts Ihould be tire firft application of the returns from India, 
as a voluntary continuance in this- excels might afford fome pretence Xo 
thofe, who enwed -their prefent fituation.- Thefe arguments were addrelf- 
,ed -to unwilling .ears. • A, very .numerous body of proprietors Jiad little 
concern- beyond the prefent price, of ftock. . To.fuch, -an immediate divi- 
dend became- neceffary; and many others were -not difpleafed to- -fee the, 
nominal value of their property fo greatly increafed: By a vote ffierefore 
of the general .court an nddition of ..four per cent, was made to the- annual- 

, -dividend. ■ ' 

* The company are ^^ut’llo^fed to "borrow a certain fum upon bond, and none in any otiyr 
manner. . It may iuftly.be tbought that ordinary credit in.the courfe of bufinefs is an implied, 
-exception. But the company, befides delaying all payments, had, be^n obliged to orrow eig 
imndre-d thoiifancl johnds-more than the.fum allowed, and.paid airinteieft for this 
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Tiris fucccfs ferved. only to. quicken tke appetite 'of hungry adventurers;. 
Erefh troops pouringi in- every da-y,^ encouraged their affociates by a new; 
acceflion of ftrength. , Heated, by 'oppofition, with undeiftandings per-' 
verted by paffion,-. they, indulged their imaginations in- gaudy dreams of’ 
wealth, and:' already began -to talk of fifty per cent, dividend being inade- 
quate to ouv prefent pofleflions. Im'patient of delay in the negotiation, 
with government, they anticipated’ the twelve and a half per cent, which 
the directors, had ftipulated in their- propofal. Some fervants of the crown, 
thinking this refolution too liafty, introduced into the houfe of commonsy 
a bill for refeinding their vote, and reftraining the proprietors during one 
year. To remove 10' fure an obftacle to the views of thefe adventurers, no 
compliance was thought too great, and the whole party immediately ten- 
dered their fervice.to the..minifi;er j an ofiFer which was readily accepted. 

Mr. Charles Townfend, who, as chancellor . of the- exchequer, had the 
chief condud of the negotiation on the part of government, was fully’ 
fenfible of the advantages, which might . refult to the nation and to the 
company from the plan propofed by the'diredtors. Several meetings had- 
been held, in wliicli the whole- was explained, and every objedion an- 
fwered fo much to the fatisfadion of Mr. Townfend, that he repeatedly 
declared, this, was. the fingle plan, among the many propofed, which- 
could render Benga .1 truly beneficial to Great Britain. The diredors were af- 
terwards aftonilhed to find a hidden change of fentiinents ; and that nothing 
could fatisfy the chancellor of the exchequer but four hundred thoufand 
p.ounds to be paid yearly, and.a total indemnification of one fliilling per pound 
duty on black teas, which amounted nearly to two hundred thoufand pounds 
more. The diredors refufing to comply with this unreafonable demand, 
foon learnt, that others were more tradable: and many perlbnal argu- 
ments were ufed, which might induce them to yield to a neceffity that 
could not be refilled. The diredors neverthelels continued firm in their duty, 

^ Before this laft event the negotiation ■ was far advanced, and this fingle' 
difficulty remained, whether,- after .the dividend -of four hundred thoufand 
pounds to the proprietors, one half or two thirds of the remainder ffiould 

be 
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be paid into Ihe cxclicqucr. Mr. 7’ownfcnd ncglcQcd ilic ftrongefl. I'c- 
•inon/lranccs of our diredors, met tlicir opponents .at tlic St. Alban’s ta- 
vern, and bartered, the bill depending in parliament lor a vole of the pro- 
piictots. So eager averc this ladlion in purluit of their objed, that tlicy 
Gvcrlobkcd the means of obtaining it. Alter they had carried the minillcr’s 
point by an unconditional vote of a general court, they found thcmfclvcs 
dcceircd, A heavy burthen avas entailed on the company, wliilc at the 
fame lime the rcllraining bill paOed the houfe, Mr. Townfend, the chan- 
cjcllor of the exchequer, dividing in ilm minoritv. 

.’I he diredors being informed of the miniPiCr’s alliance, produced an 
unairimous refolution of llieir court, condcmtfmg tb.c intended motion 
as dangerous to the conrpany. Tlicir oppofition was vain, and tlic mca- 
fure was carried in the court of proprietors by a fmall majority. 

' ’Fhe precedent being once cflablifncd, no minifler, whatever might be. 
his ov/n feutiments, could afterwards venture to accept, what might be 
deemed by country gentlemen in parliament wbrfe terms. The fame 
agreement wtis therefore extended to fevcii years, after a- long and well 
Gontefted oppofition from the authors of the former plan. Tlicl'c gentle- 
men, deferted and betrayed, yet maintained tlic ftniggle, unfcduccd by flat- 
icry, unawed by threats. By fuch condud; they lofl their own clcd;ion, 
as happened once before, in the year 1763, but without the fame fuccefs 
in the public caufe: for by the firfl firugglc they obtained an alteration 
in the final articles of peace, which excluded tlic French from any mili- 
tary eftablillunent in Bengal, and fecured our prefent dominions in the 
Eaft to the Britiflr nation 

The firfl; attack upon-.the company in parliament was led by a 
gentleman,, who talked of forfeiture of charter, and right of conqueft in ' 
the crown. In fliort he feemedto think that no conflderatlon of law, juftice, 
or policy, fhould deter men armed with power from confifeating fo rich 
a, prizci Had he- fpoken merely his. own fcntimeiits, thefe would havd 
defer ved- little -attention. But clofely conneded as this gentleman was with' 

« The French ■ wcrc-by the preliminary articles reftbred to ail' their, conquefls, 

the 
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,the leading perfon in the cabinet, fiicli a language could not fail to occa- 
fion very ferious alarms. Frivolous diftindions were alfo countenanced 
in parliament to the difgracc of common fenfc, while the true ground of 
argument was almoll neglcdcd. Few ventured to contend that, indepen- 
dent of that regard which is ever due to the facred rules of property, 
the pofleffion. of thefe revenues by the crown might endanger our 
happy form of internal government, but could never produce any real 
benefit to the Britifli nation. 

imprefled with thefe terrors, apprehenfive of complaints from foreign 
nations to the Britifli court, which a narrow policy might encourage, 
every application for powers to govern their fervants rejeded, the direc- 
tors faw no fafety, but in upholding the Moorifli government in Bengal ; 
and fent the mofl; pofitive orders to the committee to avoid any exercife 
of dominion; A repetition of thefe commands was the neceffary confe- 
quence of their incrcafing difficulties, while an oppofing party called for 
new men and new meafures, vaunting the mofl magnificent promifes ; 
and when a fear of not fulfilling the * engagements of the company ren- 
dered it impradicable to rifk a dimunition of revenues, which were 
now become their only remaining fund : for the profits of the China trade 
had been almoft annihilated by the fame hafly vote that gave the four 
hundred thoufand pounds to government. From this fituation likewife 
flowed a continual increafe of the company’s inveftment "f, from, three 
hundred and fifty thoufand to 'eight hundred thoufand pounds per annum, 
which could not be efFefled without fome degree of violence. An annual 
export of fpecic from Bengal was- likewife neceffary, as from the ur- 
gent demand of government and proprietors it became impoffible to fup- 
ply the China market with filver from Europe.^ Thus in five years next 
fucceeding the grant of the Dewany, Bengal was drained. in 


Supplies of bullion to the other fettlenients- - - - - 1,284,008 

Goods, ftores, bills, &c. to ditto - - - _ _ 620,337 

And cargoes' on our European fliips - - - - _ _ 3,037,266 

Total 4,941,61 j 

Amounting to a million flerling per annum. 


■\ This term' fignifids the goods purchafed for .the European markets* - 

* M • 


State 
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State of Bengal Revenues and Charges;, fheiving the grofs and nett Receipts hfthe.Cmn- 

, , Revenues. 


May April , , ' , 

1765 to 1766. 

Grofs 

.Receipts 

Charges, coilec- 
tions, ftipends, 
-nnd jaghire. 

Wettyeceipts 

; ' Total • 
.revenues’- 

Total in > 
pounds 
fter. ' ’ 

Calcutta and Uhees and twen-. 

ty-fourPiirgunnahs, 7. 
Biirdwan ‘ ' - ' 

Midnapore 

Chittagong 

Muxadavad diftridls . . 

Bahar province ' " • 

Cur. Rupees 
10,61,079 
■46,78,306’ 
7 » 58 > 25 B 

4136,235 

118,96,555; 

18,42,700 

Cur. Rupees 
4,58,62b 

; 5 >J'o. 4 ; 52 - 

26,203 

70,077 

35 i 59 i 993 

5,01,764' 

Cur. Rupees 
6,02,459 

■35,67,854 

7,32,055 

■3,66,158 

. 83,36,562 

13,40,936 

■ • ’ < 

Cur. Rupees 
149,46,024 

\ 

Pounds 

1,681,427 

17.66 — 1767 . - 

200,73,133 

51,27,109' 


Calcutta and Dhees, &c. 
Burdwan - ' . 

Islidnapore 

Chittagong 

Muxadavad 

Bahar 

11,60,378 

51,01,961 

10,61,149 

4,83,562 

181,54,424 

78,68,020 

. 3,58,807 

8,13,790 

55,267 

1,04,732 

79,36,919 

19,28,628 

.8,01,571 

42,88,171 

10,05,882 

3,78,830 

102,17,505 

59,39,392 




338,29,494. 

111,98,143 

226,31,351 



Commlflion paid 

- 


'1,63,851 

224,67,500. 

. 2,527,594 

1767 — 1768 - - . 

Calcutta and Dhees, &c. 
Burdwati ■ 

Midnapore 

Chittagong 

Muxadavad 

Bahar 

» 5 i 63 i 953 
50 > 22 i 579 
9 i 50,.093 
5 i 1 31^27 
183,34,265 

56,86,478 

. 

4,47*558 

8,73,108 

65,703; 

91,061 

86,29,178 

7,87,712 

11,16,395 

41 , 49)471 

■8,84,390 

97,05,087 

-48,98,766 


320,71,195 1 

108,94,320 

211,76,875 



; 'Commiffion paid 
1768—1769 

Calcutta and Dhees, &c. 
Burdwan 

Midnapore 

Chittagong 

Muxadavad 

Bahar 

. 


■2,07,938 

209,68,937 

2,359,005 

15 1” 1^649 
51,26,635 
10,32,478 
5,12,224 
191,98,583 
62,82,503 

f 

4, '81,185 
9,68,248 

57,427 

79,684 

90,77,445 ■ 

7,43,988 

10,30,464, 

4 r, 58 , 3'^7 

9,75,051 

4,32,540 

101,21,138 

55,38,515 


336,64,072 

1 14,07,977 

222,56,095 



Commiffion .paid 

1769 — 1770 

Calcutta and Dhees, etc. 

Burdwan 

Midnapore 

Chittagong 

Muxadavad 
-Bahar ' 

' 


9,03,290 

213,52,805 

2,402,190 

14,9^039 

48,60,144 
9 i 59 , 32 i , 
4,72,518 
170,26,778 
48,96,666 

4,68,194 

9,12,107 

57,172 

73,683 

84,69,179 

8,41,169 

10,22,845 

39,48,037 

9 > 02-5 1 49 

3,98,835 

85,57,599 

40,55,497 

i 

297,06,466 

108,21,504 

188,84,962 

3,12,803’ 


•2,089,368 j 

Commiffion paid' 



185,72,159 



Cur. Rupees 

983,07,4.25 

11,059,584' 


Lora-Clivc’s fecond government commenced in May, 1765* reCgned to Mr. Verelft in Jam-ary, 






Civil 

Charges 




1 Militaty clnirgcs | 

Bengal 

charges 

CxptiKcol the 
Bcnc.sl 

mcni on 

the Cnid. 

Total 


,lay 1765, to April 1770. 


BiiiWings Totalin 

and fortifica- pounds 

lions ° Iter. 


Aiipccs Cur. RupccSiCur. Rupees Cur. Rupees Cur. Rupees 
20,99,822 64, 32, .',89 I . - - 64,32,489 8,68.237 


27>i3i7<^7 79><^9>259 


79,69,259 10,40,144 


24,29,413 74,28,168 


84,98,220 19,78,081 


26,29,108 75,23,277 


S 7 >Si> 79 S 24.07,765 


26,71,986 


75,90,169 


17,48,229 


85,03,287 


6,833,429 






Ed 
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C I-I A P. III. 

TJie Money and. Coinage of Bengal^ 

too cagcj* defire of paid lament, and the proprietors oflndk 
flock, to derive immoderate advantage from the acqiiifitions of the 
Company, gave birth to many evils, which a wifer policy, and more 
temperate condmfl at home, might cafily have prevented. It has already 
been remarked, that this caiifc precluded all innovation in the manage-' 
ment of the revenues, perpetuating thofe abufes which, derived from a re- 
mote antiquity, had grown to an enormous fizc under tlic govefnraent of 
fucceffivc fubahdars. Ruinous as thefe were to the induftry of the na- 
tives, the impatient demand upon Bengal, as an inexliauflible mine of 
wealth, fuperadded many other caufes of decline to thofe which already 
opprefled the laborious inhabitants. Each year brought orders from 
Europe to enlarge the company’s inveftment, while complaints were at 
the fame time received of the incrcafmg price of manufadures, which a 
competition between the French, Dutch, and Englifli, neceffarily occa- 
fioned. , • , . 

It had been the practice of thofe merchants, with whom the Com- 
pany’s fervants made their contracts, to advance money to the manu- 
fadurer, without which ■ he would frequently be unable to procure the 
.materials of his work. But as this mode .of obtaining merchandize muft 
fometimes prove defedive, through the accidental inability of private men 
to furnifli the neceflary fupplies to the workman, and many hands muft 
confequently remain unemployed; it was thought expedient by the go- 
vernor and council, when the above-mentioned orders arrived, to make, 
the like advances to fiich manufadurers as muft otherwife have lain idle. , 
Contrads thus in part executed on one fide, afforded a temptation to 
fraud on the other ; and the workman, unlefs ftridly watched, often re- 
fold his goods for their full price to a ftranger* 
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The gomaftalis, or agents of the company, were neceffarily therefore 
cntrufled with powers, which they frequently abufed to their own emolu-. 
ment ; and an authority given' to enforce a juft performance of engage- 
ments, became, notwithftanding the utmoft vigilance of the higher fer- 
vants, a fource of new oppreffion. The influence of thefe agents proved 
fo deftrudive of induftry, that, before any remedial meafufes were de-^ 
vifed at home, the council determined, at the hazard of not fulfilling 
the orders of their conftituents, to refume the old method of forming the 
inveftment, by contrading folely with merchants in dijfferent parts of the 
country. 

Within the fpace of four or five years, the exportation of Beligal ma- 
nufadures, by the feveral European companies, had encreafed to more 
than 700,000 /. per annum, beyond the extent of their former inveft-' 
ments That by our company alone amounted, in the year 1771, to 
768,500/. fterling, wholly purchafed with the revenue of the country, 
and without importing a fingle ounce of filver. Foreign companies like- 
wife bought their goods with money received from private individuals, 
who took bills for the amount upon the refpedive companies in Europe* 
Thus an influx of bullion, which in former times exceeded a million fter- 
ling annually, was, by the great change in our fituation, efi^edually ob- 
ftruded ; while large fums were moreover exported from the circulating 
fpecie of Bengal. In the five years next fucceeding the grant of the De- 
wanny, the fums exported in filver by the Englifli Company alone amount- 
ed to 1,284,008/. fterling. Indeed, the pradice of fending filt^er from 
Bengal to China commenced as early as the year 1757, and continued 
without remiflion to the year 1770*!'. Formerly the commerce of Bengal, 
with different countries of the Eaft, had yielded a very confiderable bal- 
laiice, paid in bullion ; but this trade, which was greatly affeded by the 
troubles in Perfia, and in the countries bordering on the Red Sea, was 
now ruined , by the over-grown influence of the European Companies, 

* It mufl be remembered, that in the year 1765 the French Company made their firftinveft- 
ment in Bengal, fincetlie reduction of Chandernagore in the year 1757. 

t Much the greateft quantity was fent, fubfequent to the grant of the Dewanny in the. 
year 1765. 
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who engroffea all the manufadures of Bengal.. Such was the rigour ex6r- 
cifed to complete the quantity required by our diredors, that theNa»^ 
bob has found it difficult to procure ffie neceffary ffipply for his houffiold^ 

without making application to the Engliffi agents. ' ' 

from the redudion of Chandernagore in. 1757, commencement, 
pf a gold coinage in 1766, Bengal had loft, by deficiency in the ufual. 
imports of bullion, and by exportation of filver, more than eight millions, 
fteiling^. It muft here.be obferved, that money always retained its value; 
in Bengal. The cornmodities purchafed with bullion continued to yield, 
an equal profit to the merchant, which demonftrably proves, that the 
money circulating in fpecie, never exceeded the demands, of induftry. Un- 
der tliefe circumftances, a rapid diminution of the . current coiii muft ne^ 
ceftarily impede the internal commerce of the country, and difcourage the ' 
exertions of induftry in. all, vffiofe labour, could alone render Bengal a . va- 
luable poftTeffion to the Britifh nation. Early and. repeated. reprefentations- 


* Tlie foregoing eftimate commences at a period when the'extraordinary fuccefs attending' 
our military operations in. India produced fuch- riches to the company,, and' to individuals, as' 
efFe£led an entire revolution in the mercantile fyltem, hitherto obferved by all European nations, 
trading in Bengal. France having loft her fettlements, loft alfo her trade' in Bengal, from 1757 
1017655 whence the country was. deprived of- the fupply France was accuftomecl to .fend in' 
treafure, amounting, communibus anms,_\.o zoo,ooo/. 

'As theEnglifti Company was liberally furnllhed with money, either ftipulated for iiidcmni-, 
ftcation, reftitution, S:c. or.horrowed of private individuals on their bonds and'billsi they dif-; 
continued fending bullion to Bengal, .the annual amount of which ufuaily e.Kceeded 250,000/. 

The Dutch were the greateft importers of filver, not only for purchafing home inveftments,- 
but alfo procuring'Opium, an article of great confequence to the trade of theirEaftern fettlements,- 
and alfo upon account of a confiderable profitarifing to .their fervants from coining into fi'cc'a ru- 
pees,' in the nabob’s mint, ingots fent from Batavia. They likewife difcontinucd fending bul- 
lion for more than four years, and thereby deprived Bengal of more than 360,000/. per annum. 

Even the Danes, finding they could borrow money at a low intereft and advantageous e.x— • 
change, on refpondentia bonds and bills, with-held their little afliftance,' which indeed fcldom 

exceeded 30,000/. a year. ^ • •■l-dic i' 

Of more confequence to Bengal was the declining trade with Perfia and the Red bea, the- 

ballance of which, in fpecie, had been reduced fince the, troubles above alluded to, from 18 or 20. 
lacks, about 180,000/. fterling annually, to 3 or 4 lacks. If to thefe drawbyks, from the ufual 
importation of filver, we add the fums aftually exported from Bengal to China and other fettle-- 
ments, fupplying the army ftationed out of the provinces, king’s tribute remitted to Illah-abad, 
and the fpecie carried offby Coftim Ally Cawn, the whole lofs, m thecourfe of 12 yeys, will 
appear to exceed-13 millions fterling ; a fum fo immenfe as will fcarce gam credit wuh thofe- 
who have not been at the trouble of examining, the particulars, . 
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of this growing evil' were made by the feledt committee, who exhorted 
the directors to confider of fome expedient to obviate the alarming confe- 
•qiienccs of a fcarcity of coinf. Unfortunately the directors were fo pe- 
culiarly fituated, that the remonftrances of their fervants produced no ef- 
fect. Influenced, perhaps, by an opinion of the great riches of Bengal, 
they believed thefe dangers lefs immediate than the difficulties they were 
likely to encounter by an oppofition to the public expedtations ij:. Large 
inveftments from China, and every part of India, became neceffary to- 
"defray the great demands of the company. Hence the fatal policy of 
■exporting treafure was invariably purfued. To the fervants, however, in 
-Bengal, the confequences of this meafure were not long a fubjed; of fpe- 
culation. The feledt committee faw clearly tliat difficulties muff foon 
multiply from a fcarcity of coin, which might prove equally ruinous to 
the company’s commercial and political interefts ; and they did not hefl- 
tate therefore to attempt what appeared to them the only poffible remedy. 
But before this fubjed can be imderftood, it will be neceffary to explain 
the current money of Bengal. 

A writer of reputation has here •employed his pen,- and added the errors 
of his own fpeculations to thofe which mifinformation relpedting alTumed 
fads has necefl'aiily produced He fuppofes the current Tupee^ like the* 
pound fterling in England, to be the general money of account in -Ben- 
gal. A -flight attention to the term current^ evidently derived from the 
Latin, would have Ihewn it to be of European extradion ; and in fad 
the expreffion is wholly unknown to the natives, who make ufe of the 
Sicca .xvipzt.i that being the eftablifhed coin of the, country. This error, 
vmuld fcarcely have deferved notice, but that many fuppofed confe- 
quences, which, were the fad true, would by no means follow, have 
been laborioufly deduced from this miftake. 

■However, “ the coins of a country may be changed for convenience,’’" 
this writer would always have “ the denominations given to the new 

t Letters from the Committee, 30th of January, 1766, 24t]i March, ^766, 9th December, 
1766, and 6th October, J767.' Vid. Appendix. 

-Court of Dire£lors to Seleft Committee, ijftNovember, 1766, par- 10. Vid. Appen. 

* This gentleman has latdy written fome Obfervations for the Ufe of the Court ofDiredlors. 

(C 
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coins coiiflantly prefcrve an exad proporuon of value to this flandard 
“ unit,” or current rupee, “by which accounts arc kept.” If by 
thefe cxprcfTions be meant, that the unit flioiikl exprefs a certain quan- 
tity of the precious metals, and that the denominations of all coins 
fliould conform to tliat unit, according to their intrinfic value, it is fuf- 
ficient to fay, that the fame thing is effedlcd by giving a certain denomi- 
nation to a certain quantity of filvcr, as in the Sicca rupee, .which is the 
foie coin legally current in Bengal. The author plainly intends, fome- 
thing more, bccaufe the change here fpoken of is upon a fuppofed varia- 
tion in the relative value of gold and filvcr, in which cafe the fame deno- 
mination of value can no longer exprefs the fame quantity of the re- 
fpedlive m.ctals as it did before. Let us fuppofe pound to exprefs a value 
equivalent to one gold coin, or ten filvcr coins of the fame weight and 
hnenefs, the price of metals being as one to ten. If the lelatiie value 
of die metals varies, and becomes as one to fifteen, pound can no longer 
exprefs the ten coins in filvcr, and one in gold of equal weight and fine- 
nefs, without expreffing different values, when applied to gold, or when 
applied to filver. In this fenfe of the unit, as reprefenting a certain 
quantity of each metah it vmuld be impoffiblc “ to preferve an.cxad 
« proportion of value to the ftandard unit.” Therefore the unit, in the 
language of our author, muft reprefent an ideal foinething permanent in 
its nature, with which the quantities of gold and filver, and the denomi- 
nations re’fpeaively given to each, may be compared as widi -a known 
Illndard Indeed the term fandard, conjoined with unit, proves that 
lie ufes it in this fenfe. Here a difficulty occurs. As all our ideas are 
derived from the impreffion of material fubftance, he who ufes a term not 
expreffing feme fuch impreffion, difeourfes without an idea; and until 
this difficulty be refolved, it is a vain attempt to reafon- . 

1 r nf i'apn<! flerived from the operraions of our own mind, 

- * It is yUn "nntt be cLpared with fubftnnces exiRing without us ; nor of 

which having no fimilanty, ca _ . ^ circumftance of time, place, &c. peculiar 

W.-. unit rnuft here be, the name of an individual 
exiftence, or it means nothing. , ' 


farther-. 
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■ Fartiieiv it is impoffible that the unit, or money ■ of account, flipuld 
he itfelf a ftandardj, or have any otiicr hgnification than to exprefs a scer- 
tain quantity of curreiU coin. The unit, or denomination in account, 
exprefles the extent of a debt. When this debt is paid in any current 
coin, according to the legal denomination, tlte obligation is difeharged. 
The value of the unit (v hich exprefles only , a demand of a certain quan- 
tity of legal money), mufl: therefore be determined by the value of the, 
coin. Here it will be afkcd, what is the ufe of the unit, or money of 
account? Evidently this. It is merely a number affumed, with rela- 
tion to the method of account by tens, more eafily divifible upon paper, 
than any .legal coin. It facilitates to the merchant the calculation of ex- 
changes, being a convenient medium for refolving the legal denomina- 
tion of money in one country into the money of another. Thus the 
pound fterling Englifli reprefents in accounts twenty fliillings, or two 
tens. The Sicca rupee varies in value, in the proportion of i j 6 to i 1 1. 
The natives take the 116 as their unit or money of account, .being the. 
Sicca rupee, during the firfl; year of circulation. The Englilh, to avoid 
fradional numbers, take the decimal 100, by relation to which they cal- 
culate all debts and credits, and eflimate all other coins. This parts 
of the Sicca rupee conRitutes that money of account, to which the Eng- 
lifh have given the name of. current rupee. . ' . 

In the farther progrefs of his reafoning, the author abovementioned con- 
tradids himfelf. He proves what no man could want to fee proved, that 
debafmg the legal coin will leflen the value of the unit, or money of ac- 
count. But how is this confiRent with his former notion of the unit be- 
ing itfelf a Jlandard I Thus in admeafurement, if the foot be thefa7idard, 
taking away one third part of the yard null make the latter to confiR only 
of two feet, but will not leflen the foot. Whereas, if the yard be the 
Jlandard, and the- denomination exprefles a certain proportion of die 
yard, then the foot will be leflened with the yard, and become fliorter by. 
one third part. In the fame manner if any alteration in the ■ coin affedls 
the tinit, the coin and not the unit muR be the faridand.^^ht error of our 
nnthor.has probably arifen from -confidering the manner in which fome 

N fovereigns 
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fovcrcigns have decreed, i\\?X xhoj •will not pay their debts. Should, for 
inftaiicc, a law pal's in this country that ten fliiliings in future fliall be 
equal to a pound flcrling ; this law might feem to raife the value of the 
fliilling, and to make the pound the flandard of cEimation : but no fuch 
confequence would follow. The fliilling would not purchafe a greater 
quantity of any one commodity. The law would indiredlly carry this im- 
port, that debtors Hiould difeharge their engagements by paying half the 
fum agreed. By changing the application of a name, it would in effeil; 
be faid to the public creditor, you advanced twenty fhillings, which we- 
then called a pound : you fliall now receive only ten fliiliings ; but that 
we may feem to obferve the ternn of our contract, the different fums fliall 
obtain the fame name. 

If the coin he the flandard refpefling tlie unit, by ivbat relation can: 
the value of the coin be itfelf afeertained ? The natural criterion, 
is the price of bullion' in tlic market. But before we can explain, 
liow the value of coin will be affefled by this price, we rauft enter more' 
deeply into the fubjed. 

All purchafe is exchange. Among rude nations, whofc wants arc few,, 
this exchange is made in the bulky articles of confumption. Others, more 
refined, adopt a medium of commerce, the precious metals ; and as the 
laft improvement., a' certain flamp is'addcd to certain quantities of the re— 
Ipefldve metals,, that the value of each piece may be known by infpeftion.." 
Here a curious queftion occurs. Can a fovereign, by debafing the cur- 
rent money, raife its adlual operative value above the intrinfic worth, de- 
pending on the quantity of pure metal contained in the coin ? Independent 
of the effedt of habit, which may make a people regard a. name when the. 
thing itfelf is changed, it appears to me that he. cannot ■"\. The fbvereiga 
may give to coin a nominal value beyond the price of bullion, but to in- 
creafe its adlual value, w’^ould be to fix by law the price of every commo- 
dity to be purchafed with coin. B.y varying the denominatioii of money,, 
the nominal value of bullion, as of every other, commodity, might be lef- 

•* .It will afterwards appear that this ought to bet imderftood with a certain limitation, which* 

_ cannot here be explained., r ;ii 
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fcned or increaffed ; but the a'dtual value of coin or_ bullion to the poffeflor, 
.muft be eftimated hj their effed'in .purchafing the lieceffaries of life. In- 
this view their value will dependon the ■quantities of the; precioiis metals 
and of the merchandize with ^vhich they are compared, and the refpedtive, 
demand for each. Now, as. the quantity, of every fpccies of merchandize 
will encreafe in proportion .to the art and ind.uflry employed in. the cultiva- 
tion and manufadure, while .perhaps the., demand continues, the fame, it 
will ever be impoffible to fix the value of coin or bullion . by • any perma- 
nent ftandard. In fad, the ..precious ynetals being univerfally received- as 
the medium of commerce,’ have an equal' relation to eyery thing which, is 
fold; and from thefe various relations combiiied,'refults' their adual value. 
Here the detail is infinite, and eludes all invelligation. Neither is it.pof- 
fible to find a certain ftandard in any ideal point between the relative value 
of the two metals gold and filver ■^. Compare the two metals to each 
other at diftant’ periods of time, a variation is obferved in'their relative vay 
lue. How can we difcover wliether the one’ has rifeh of the other fallen 
in value ? This can only be known by the inv'eftigation above mentioned ; 
an inveftlgation fo complex, that no underftanding can comprehend it, no 
experience canfurnifh the requifite materials. Now, as the value of the 
unit (pound fterling; current rupee,- ^c.) is determined by its relation .to 
the two metals, it will ever be impoflible to make this denomination' re- 
prefent a fixed and permanent valuef. ' 

The precious metals have been received as the common medium’ of com^^ 
merce, not becaufe they are abfolutely free from all fludluation in value! 
but becaufe they are lefs fubjedl to this inconvenience than any o;2e mer- 

* This is very imperfe£tly exprefled, but when we grafp at the mere creature of another 
man’s imagination, our expreflion muft be inadequate. The author we allude to fceras to con- 
ceive it poflible, by adding to the quantity of pure metal in the coin, as gold or filver may hap- 
pen to fink in price, to preferve fome intermediate denomination (as the pound fterling between 
our guinea and fliilling) at a certain fixed and permanent value.- ■ - 

t While certain coins are current by law, the value of the unit muft be determined by that 
of the coin. But it is plain the author intends to fix the value of the unit independent of the 
coin, and alfo of the price of bullion, from the propofal he makes of adding to the quantity of 
pure metal contained in the coin, as the price of bullion decreafes.. The propofal itfelf is an ad- 
raiflion that the value of the unit depends immediately on that of the coin. 

' ^ 2 ~ chandizcj 



^2' A nEw oif m% 

cBandize, riikl 'tlicfcfore form the bell; rtilirefcmtaiive 6f /?//. -They arc di* 
vifible in any proportions witliolitTofS. ’'They ca'iily take, and long'retaiti 
an itapreffion; ' -The quantity being frtiali, a great; falue rs corttarned in a 
narrow CompafsV Being removed from the ordinary ptlrpofes of life, they 
are little fubjedl to confumpdon : and being now received as the univerfal 
reprefehtative of all things fold, the- demand can be little governed by ca- 
price. ‘rHefe'qiwlit ics‘ mike theVn tO anfwCr tolerably well die p'urpqfes 
of coin ; and if the man. Who lias money finds his property to fluctuate in 
value, this is common to him with the poflchb'r 'of every' other i|iecies of 
wealth, and in a lefs degree.. ' , , 

The author above mentioned obferves, “ That if no perfon can -coin but 
** one, that one -may put a value upon his coining, as.any ardft may put 
“ a value upon an art which lie alone pofreifes,' unriyailcd- by any other.”' 
If by this phrafe be meant, that he may puf an arbitrary value on the coin 
to any extent, it is not true, unlefs he could alfo compel men to- become 
purclmfers. The truth feems to be (for on a fubjed To obfeure, it were 
prefumption to affirm any- thing) that the precious metals being uni-verfally 
adopted as the medium of commerce^ and reprefentative of every thing- 
fold, acquire thence a value. Again, few perfons^ can- judge- of the qua- 
lity, or in other words of the pure metal contained in any mafs produced 
to their view ; and even the few fufficiently fkilled can arrive at this know- 
ledge only by a' long and expenfive procefs. In the ordinary dealings 
therefore of men, the convenience of knowing by inipeftion the quality 
of the metal,, fuperadds a value to the coin beyond the price of bullion. 
If denominations be given to the coin nearly correfponding with this 
enhanced value, the people readily receive it itpon this eftimation, and 
the coin becomes current by general confent. For no pofitive law can 
make coin current at a certain value, without fixing the price of every 
thing: which money can purchafe. 

'Ought a fovereign in good policy to take' advantage of this enhanced. 

value to defray the’ expence of coinage, &c. or ought he to make the de- 

nornina-^ 
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nomindtiOfj of the coin to correfpond exadl;;^ -witli tlie price of bullion, ac^ 
cording to tli'e pure metal contained in the coin ? An exadt conformity is 
recommended by the writer above mentioned; neverthelefs it appears, that 
the denomination of tbe coin ought to exceed in a certain degree the price 
of bullion, or it will be impolfible to preferve the coin in circulation. 
Suppofe the price of filver bullion to rife : no man will exchange his filver 
coin for gold coin, becaufe by melting it, the bullion fold in the market 
will produce more gold coin than an exchange according to the legal de- 
nominations. Let gold bullion rife in price, the reverfe muft happen.. 
Every fluduafion in the price of bullion will deftroy one fpecies of coin.. 
But if the denomination of money be raifed in a moderate degree above the 
price of bullion, any minute variation will not affeft the coin. The ge- 
neral convenience of having a common medium of commerce will uphold, 
its value correfponding with the denomination given, and being long ufed- 
as the reprefentatlve of all things fold, it will from habit, acc^uire a value: 
in forae meafure independent of bullion.. 

I have thought it neceffary to enlarge more fully upon tlii^ fubje£l:, 
caiife the- learned author referred to, has, by fallacious arguments, found- 
ed' upon erroneous principles, deduced. ‘ many important confequences 
reipeiaing the company’s revenue,, and the meafures adopted by their, 
fervants.. 

in Bengal the' Sicca rupee has ever been the only legal coin ftruck and' 
author ifed by the prince. ' Its denomination, like that of money in moft. 
countries, exceeds the price of bullion; but'this excefs is moderated by an 
annual difeount, the denomination finking gradually in three years in the 
propoi-tion of one hundred and fixteen to one hundred and eleven. Various- 
other rupees, differing from each other, in. weight, finenefs, and impref- 
fion, are applied to the purpofes of commerce; but before they can be re- 
ceived, it is neceffary to eftimate the intrinfic value of each piece, and cal- 
culate the price of the whole mafs by relation to the Sicca rupee. Tb- 
adjufltliis. variety of exchanges is become a fcience too intricate for the; 

attentions 
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attention of merchants who . are obliged to retain in their fcrvlce a let of 
men, called IlirofFs, bred up in the profcifion of exchanging money, and 
allaying metals by .the touch. In progrefs of time, thefc Eiroffs are grown 
lip to fo numerous and wealthy a body as to hold in their hands almoft the 
whole fpecle of the country. . This fituation of monied property has an 
clfed’ wliich iniiE' now be explained to the reader. 


No fooner docs bullion, receiving a certain impreffion, beconie coinj 
that is, pafs, upon infpedion, according to its legal denomination, than a 
profit may be gained by making and circulating fimilar coin of a lefs in- 
■trinfic value. To, reprefs this evil in Europe, fevere’Iaws are enaded 
'againft fuch offenders. The crime wuth us is accounted high treafon. The 
care of profecuting it is committed to a particular * officer ; and the 
punifliment, on convidion, never remitted. If, notwithftanding this 
•rigid exertion of authority, bafe coin is not uncommon in England, what 
might be expeded in Bengal; wdicre, from the nature of the country, the 
manners of the inhabitants, and the varieties of government prevailing In 
the feveral diftrids, it is impoffiblc to eftabliffi a regular police ? The 
Tovereign, therefore, thought it necelfary to intereft the body of the 
dhroffs in the prefervation of the coin, and had, for that purpofe, eftab- 
lifhed an annual difeount or batta on tlic ficca' rupee. At the expiration of 
•three years, -svhen thefe ficca rupees, then called funats, pafs at TTo" parts 
of the original denomination, they are carried to the mint chiefly by the 
fhroffs, who receive them back recoined, and confequently raifed in value 
.to 1 1 6, the firft and hlghefl denomination t, deduding the expence and 
-duties oTcoinage, amounting to fomething more than 2 per cent.ljl By this 
operation, the fhroffs gain nearly -Itt parts upon the value of the coin 
■every third year j an advantage confined wholly to the ficca rupee. A 


* Sollicitor of the mint. . - 

t The author above mentioned is raiftahen in fiippofing that 5 percent, is gamed by, a mere 
ftrbke of the hammer and freOi impreffion. Sunat rupees are cut down, melted, and fubjeaed 
to the whole procefs and expence of coinage, in the fame manner with bullion, a difference 
being made in the duties only.— Vide Confultations, January 24th, 1763. 

t 2’l per cent, nearly. . ■ 1 

, ■ triennial 
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triennial rccoinage is the confeqiience of this regulation ; and fuch has 
been its cft'cdl'j that while all other coins are debafed, the ficca rupee 
feldom lofes any thing of its original purity : for the fliroffs, who aflay 
metals, by the toucli, gain the ttz- parts upon i/in purcfihcr , 

Such feems to have been the origin of this cuftom. Some writers have 
adopted flrangc notions refpedling the eftabliflicd bat'ta on the ficca rupee, 
confidering it as an abufe introduced wholly “ for the benefit of thefliroffs 
« and officers of the mint* and revenue;” as if it were probable, that 
fucceffive princes, for more than a century, ffiould have uniformly con- 
tinued the fame regulation without a motive. 'Whatever has been its- 
origin, the effea is certain. 

The debafement of other rupees has given rife to a mifehief which is 
now become a great obfiruflion to commerce, and tends much to the dif- 
couragement of induftry. As die intrinfic value of fuch rupees is found 
perpetually to vary, the fliroffs place thereon an arbitrary batta, or, in- 
other words, receive them at a difeount fuch as 'they can fettle with the 
pofleflbr. The profit thus made, bemg repeated at every payment, is a 
hea%y charge on the circulating filver ; and, perhaps, no effedtual remedy 
will be found, unlefs the company fliould coin all. thofe rupees into ficcas,. 
when received in payment of the revenues.f 

Silver being the only meafure of commerce in Bengal, the common; 
prafdce of all European nations naturally fuggefied a. remedy for the 
growing fcarcity of money. Although gold had hitherto been a riiere 

* Mr. Bolts, p. 157, fays, this cuflom was introduced by the elder Juggut Seat, in the 
time of the nabob JafTier Khawn ; but, certain it is the cuftom prevailed long before the family 
oftheSects obtained any confequcnce. 

t The writer frequently mentioned has to many other, miftakes added one refpeaing the. pro- 
fits of rccoinage, from which, he fuppofes, the company derives no advantage. In faft, bc- 
fides I per cent on bullion, § per cent, on recoinage, and mint charges, which they muft other- 
wife defray at their own expence, the converfion o[S»na/ rupees, which are paid in at their trea- 
fury, into Siccas, produces a large fum every year. 


article; 
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article of incrchaiidizc, yet it appeared highly probable, that large quan-. 
titles exifled in the country, which, under proper regulations, might be 
applied to the adivc demands of induftry. Lord Clive, therefore, and 
•the feled committee rcfolved, in the year 1766, to introduce a gold cur- 
rency ; and as the firft ftep in profecuting this meafure, was to difeover 
the relative value of the tv/o metals, gold and filvcr, the minifters and 
head fliroffs were confultcd. According to the heft informations which 
could be obtained, the . price of gold feemed to correfpond . nearly with the 
proportions eftablifiied by the mint indenture in England. If this eftima- 
lio.n was erroneous, it liad already been adopted i]i the gold currency of 
Madrafs. The jjagoda coined in the company’s mint pafles, in their 
accounts, at eight .drillings^’. This pagoda, weighing 2 dwt. 6 grains, 
of the finenefs of 20 carats, contains 45 grains of pure gold, the Englifli 
guinea 1 18 grains. If j 18 grs. : 21 ili. : ; 45 grs.=S di. -rfr parts of a’ 
iliihing. . 

At Madrafs filver is a mere merchandize, fludluating in price to the 
extent of more than twenty per cent. It is impolTible, therefore, to fix 
precifely the relative value of the two metals in that market. From fome 
mifcellanies quoted, by a writer we have frequently mentioned, the propor- 
tion of filver to gold appears to have been as 15,49 to 1, inAuguft, 1753. 
Although when a conhderable quantity of gold mohurs were from time to 
time imported by the company from, Bengal, and filver was at the fame 
time purchafecl for the fupply of China, the price of filver rofe, in May, 
1771, as 13J78 to I, and afterwards, in July following, to 13,09 to i ; 
yet, probably, the ordinary proportion of the metals at Madrafs corre- 
fponded with that eftablifhed by law in England, fince the pagoda has 
been eftimated at eight jfhiliings, by the company, during a long courfe of 
3^ear,s. 

^ In my experience, Ae pagoda has always been found equal to 2 dwt. 6 grs. of 20earats 
'finenefs, which makes 45 grains pure gold. In Mifcellanies .lately collefted, it is eftimated in 
•one place at 42 | grains, and in another at 45 1, .pure gold, making a difference of .about 6 | 
per cent. Should the former of tbefe accounts be allowed, it will prove the .pagoda is , valued at ■ 
jnore than 4 per cent, higher than the proportion- affumed in the mint indenture of England. 

Gold 
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Gold imported from Madrafs-into BengaralTvays yielded a profit. ’ To 
affign tlie caiife would be difficult, fince it neither pafled in circulation, 
nor was exchanged for the produdiohs ‘of any' country 'within oiii*' know- 
ledge. The fai£t, neverthelefsi' is certain,- and refts upon the ihod' un- 
doubted teftimony t. To attempt, therefore, a -gold: coinage, on a lower 
efiimation than that of Madrafa appeared impro,per.^, Many jeafons in- 
duced the cpmmittee to.giye itarhigher- valuation. , .Tpwhateyerpurppfes 
gold, had hitherto,. been 'applied in Bengal,. fit, was probable, that a -..new, 
demand "for this metal' as current money would enhance’ the price. It 
was befides.necefiary to .obtain the fupport ofthe ^ffiroffs in.this ^meafure, 
by making- it- their intereft to bring, gold :,tp the -mint,,-as^tjie .fl:rp.ng preju^ 
dices- of the natives againft] innoyatioil,wmuld:ha'ye..made-the ppppfitipn of 
this body of rnen extremely troublefonie. To'.thefe.'argumentsvarifingrfrom 
the ftate of the country, may be added one dra!wn from the fituation of the 
company. Had gold and filver been eftablifhed at the fame relative value 
as in the European markets, the exportation of gold would have been 
eafier than that of filver, which, on account -of its bulk, does., not admit 
the fame clandeftine conveyance ; and the gold cpim thight' have- been- ex- 
ported to .Europe, . when other means :ofi; remitting , the large fums acquired 
by individuals began to fail. = After : maturely weighing all thefe^ reafons; 
the council, qefolved, that gold mohlirs ffiouldtbe flruck, at a valuation of 
eight per cent, ij: above their intrinfic-piirityj-vompared wnth the ‘ficca- ru- 
pees, according to the proportion of the two .metals efiabliffied. by .the 
mint indenture- in. Englandif. ; 

. .y : ■ • ■ ■ ■ , - ' .i , . I .. . ‘ Hpoii 


* Two reafons may, perliaps, 'be affigrje.d foraheliigb price wh'icb gold always maintained’ 
-in Bengal. Before the Subahdars became independent of the Mogul Empire, great part of 
-the annual tribute might probably be remitted in gold to Dehly. Since that period, the fre- 
quent invafions and inteftine wars, rendering property infecure, gave an Increafed value to 
gold, which is more eafily tranfported from place to place, -or more eafily concealed than filver. 
■When the Maharattas laft entered Bengal, gold bore fo high a value, that fome merchants fent it 
from Madrafs to Bengal, at a profit of 15 per cent. , 

f Two per cent, are the expence and duties of coinage. The remaining fix per cent, was 
defigned as cn encouragement to bring gold to the mint. Tliis 'allowance may appear large to 
gentlemen in England ; but it muft be obferved, that the company -allow their fervants, to lend., 
money at iv. per cent', as a reafdnable ihterefr. Merchants^ zemindars, and the natives in ge-.' 
iieral, can feldom borrow at fo eafy a. rate. 

f That fuch was the principle on which th-c regulation was eftah'lilhed appears evidently from 
the following paragraph in the mint-mafler’s letter to the board! » Tire difficulty Jay in fixing 

* O upon 
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<: Upon this principle the, following regulations’ were formed, -viz* • 

. .That, the new gold .mohur,.fhpuld' weigh i6. annas,, or. .7dwts. 

's. ^‘h grs. 65,, that is... about 179.I grains, of the finenefs of 20 carats. . ^ 

“ That this, gold mohur fiiould pafs current, and be received in all;: 
“ payments, whether of a public or private nature, in., exchange for 14 
“ Sicc.a. rupeesj each rupee weighing 7 dwts, 1 1 gf s. 65 of the 'finenefs 
of. II 02.. 1 5 dwts.. or i3 dwtSi .'better than Englilh 'ftahdardj &c'.’^‘ 

The following calculations j which are rendered as eafy and 'familiar. - 
as poffible, wilb demonilrate, that the plah is exadtly adjufted to the be- - 
fore mentioned: rektive values j- and-calculated:on. the quantities Of pure. 
metalfContained in:the'refpedlive gold and filvef coins, each being com- ; 
pared with. the ftandaxd and. coinage of England'^. • . 

. h : ^ ■ J '-..h v . -'.^Agui-*, 

- upon fuch a rate.of exchange as fhouM anft^er the intentiSn of. bringing gold to the treafury. 
•without reducing filver belo'W. that natural' value which- it- bears in moft kingdoms in Europe, 

“ fince-this cirGumftarrce might-.be produdiive of inconvenience at home; Gold being merely, 

‘‘ a merchandize. in Bengalj.'^t'd q'^antity. of it already contained in the country- very un-- 
»<'certainr It was thought proper to.-, make-the mean rate of exchange in Europe the principle- 
‘‘ upon which the following.-feguIatiOns for a-gold cui rency-are calculated. Vide Appendix.”^ 
M. Mailer’s letter, 3d June, 1766.— Yet rnerely.upon the authority. of an inaccurate expreffion 
in Article 4. of this letter, . is the plan fuppofeddo -have been calculated on, the proportion of 
J4, inllead of ifj-.to i, which- difference -conftitutes, the extraordi.nary.adyanced.price, Hated.. 

by the writer of the principles- of-mon.ey, not -Jefs. than 9f p.er cent 

». Abftraft . of, the mintdndenture in England.. ' ...... 

By this indenture the mint matter contrafts to make&ve.fortsof gold monies, viz. quar-'. 

“ ter-guineas, half-guineas, guinea, two guinea, and five guinea pieces, to be in finenefs 22. i 
“ carats pure.gold, with two caijats. alloy, and after the rate.of 444 guineas to. the. Troy pound., 

“ Weight. , . ' ' ■ ' 

. «< This .will be, ia-evcry.fuch- pound weight, either. 

« 178 quarter-guineas,,. , , 

“ 89 half- guineas,. , 

“ 44l guineas,. ‘ - - f ^ 

22 two guineas, and.one half-guiflea, . 

« 9 Eve guineas, wanting the weight of half a guinea, . 

“ Now as money cannot be made.in all thing's exaflly conformable to the ft-andard, bUt.may.- 
differ from it in weight, in finenefs, or in both ; fo it is agreed that one fixth of a. carat, , 
which is equal to 40 Troy.grains, be allovred as- remidy for the matter on every pound.weight : 
*‘ -of gold:monies, widr an additional reniedy of half a Troy Grain in every four quartcr-gui-' 

A neas, bccaufe ihe'fe cannot be made fo exa£l as'larger pieces. 

« The mint matter .alfo contracts to make eight forts of filver monies, viz, 

« J5L crowns and two {hillings, . 


*<•24. 
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A guinea, twenty^two: carats fine, containing by ftatiitC one hundred 
-and eighteen grains ofpiirc gold, is rated by ad of, parliament and mint 
indenture at twenty-one fliillings. A gold mohur twenty carats fine, 
■and weighing ydwts. iigrs. 65 contains one hundred and fifty grains 
-of pure gold, f ■ - 

grs. Sh. grs. 

Q;_ If 1 18 : 21 :: 150 - 26 "8 t 

•And 8 per Gent, increafed price, 214.' 

Sh. 28 . pi . . - , 

Such will he the produce of the gold mohur, according to the propur-i^ 
tions before eftahllflied by relation to the mint indenture. Let us now 
fee what will be the produce, by the fame -rule, of the filver allowed in 
exchange. ' 

The. regulation by fiatut'e of filver in England is, that a pound, or 
12 ounces Troy, of Englifli ftandard, fliall contain 53-2 8 grains of pure 
filver, and that this pound fliall produce 62 fliillings of ftandard money. 

The pound TrOy of Sicca rupee filver 1 3 dwts. better than Englifli 
■'ftandard, contains 5640 grains of pure filver. , . 

■grs. SIi. grs. 

If 5328 ^ 62 5640 65 yi 

24 lialf-crowns and two fliillings, 

" 62 {hillings. 

‘‘ 124. half fliillings, or fi.v pences, &c. &:c. to be irt fiiienefs 1 1 o.z'. 2 dwts. ‘of fine fliver, and 
18 dwts. of alloy, and after the rate of three pounds and two {hillings (62 {hillings) to the 
Troy pound weight. ' ' " 

“ The remedy allowed- for the mafter in filver coin is 2 dwts. or 48 grains Troy, on every 
pound weight, for the fame reafons as before mentioned. The remedy both on gold and 
“ filver coins is to include the excefs or defeft both of weight and finenefs, and is only to be 

allowed where fuch fault happens from -cafualty.” The ma’fter is bound to nialce all gold 

monies, agreeable in finenefs to the ftandard trial-piece of the 4th of James the Second, and all 
filver monies by the ftandard trial-piece of the ill of ‘George the Second, part of which pieces 
are lodged in his majefly’s excheqiier.- ' , - • . , 

t We have purpofely omitted fraftional ‘numbers, which would occafion perplexity, without 
producing any material difference in the calculation. 


^02 
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A-pburid -Troy - is 'equal -to 3 2- -Sicca rupees-, in weight-^: and of Sicca-. 
riipbe fili^efr^produces 6 5 fh;. yi d; accp'rdiiig; to- the daft operation. 


\ , Si’C.'Rtip. OZ. , ft. . 

If 32 = 12 ; 65 
mohur, ? 

Anfw. 28fti. 51 d'.. 


•d.. Sic.'E.up. ' • , - . 

71 : : 14 being the value iii: exchange of a. gold 



The comparative'? values of a gold mohur, and 14 Sicca rupees,, wifti 
therefore ftand in the folio-wing manner : . 

■, j Sh-..- ft' 

Produce- of the gold, mohur,. - • 26 -Si. - 

• • • . J .. i w. • ^ , , , ' , / ^ i I , . , ^'\4 ‘ * f f' , , 

Eight per Cent, added, - ' 


2 1 


^ .- . -r-,',. Sh.. 28 .9^1. 

',-,v . ..Produce of 14 Sicca rupees,. , 28. ji. 


4.1: 


Whence if appears ’that' a ballance of four-pence and one harf-pehny 
remains in favour of the gold mohur, ■vs’^hicli is to.that- amount better than 
was propofed in the regulations, publiflied by. authority.. 

Thefe gold mohurs having continued in clrculatron 1 8 months, with- 
out murmur or complaint, to what caufes muft we aftribe the fubfe- 
quent -mifcarriage? Wherever the two- metals are admitted into cur- 
rency, the denomination of the coins muft be adapted to a.fuppoled pro- 
portion between gold • and filver. If their relative value;lliould be changed 
by a decreafe m the quantity of either, a new proportion muft be afliimedV 
If, moreover, a competition among many purchafers fliould arife, thi& 
competition, independent of the quantities of either metal in the country,, - 

X 12 oz. Troy -weigh cxaQly 32 S, -wt. can. lopi. 2gi dedm. parts.- 
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'will enhance . the price, of one Both caufes here confpired to produce 
-the fame ’ eiffed. Notwithftahding the ftrongeft remonftrances of lord 
Clive and the feled committee, the neceffities of the company obliged 
the diredors to order more than thirty lacks annually in filver to China, 
and their other fettlements. If, to this drain, be added an annual 
tribute of 26 lacks, to the king, the expences of a brigade ' ftationed 
at Il.lahabad,. and filver exported by the French to Pondicherry, the 
lofs of filver coin during two years muft be eftimated at a very large 
fum. 

Neither had gold been yet tried in procuring inveftments. It. was 
deemed by private merchants,, and even by the company, too delicate an 
experiment, .to make advances for the provifion of the year in a coin to 
which the manufadurer had not been accuEomed. For the fame reafon 
filver was alfo' preferred by the foreign companies, in- exchange for their 
bills of remittance. Hence a competition enfued, individuals purchafing 
rupees at an enhanced price, for the purpofes of bills and inveftments. 
This competition raifing the price of filver, will explain many fads which, 
have been invidioufly mentioned by others. In Calcutta, gold mohurs were, 
exchanged for rupees, .at a. lofs of 38 per cent§. In China, where all pay- 
ments being made in filver, gold bears but a low price ; the lofs upon gold- 
mohurs, neverthelefs, did not exceed i o per cent, or 2 per cent, more than 
the additional value .avowed by the regulations publilhed when the coin 
was firft ilTued. At Madrafs, where the importation of an inconfiderable 

*■ E.vperience (hews the efFeft which a fcarcity of filver coin produces upon gold, even in' 
England, where the neceffitiesof the trader frequently oblige him to exchange a guinea for lets 
than its legal value. Yet here gold has long been equally with filver the price and meafure of all 
merchandize and neccfiaries of life ; whereas, in Bengal, filver alone had heretofore been the 
fo'e flandard price and meafure of all things fold, and gold was received rn commerce only, at 
a value proportioned to the filver rupees it -would produce in exchange. "When gold afterwards* 
became money, and the mohur had a fi.xt relation to the Sicca rupee 6 y law, fuch was the cfie£t 
of habit, that the' people continued fiill to regard the gold mohur rather as bullion than coin, 
comparing it with, merchandize, through the medium of the filver rupee. The confequence- 
was, that when the price of filver increafed, from the growing fcarcity of this metal, a more 
fenfible check was given to the currency of the gold coin, than in countries where the people 
had been habituated to'confider gold and filver equally as flandard price or current coin. Sec 
App. Diary of the rife and fall of filver in the market, p. 245, and feq. 

§ Mr. Bolts, p. 205. 

f Above the proportions of the mint indenture. 


quantity 
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quantity of gold affeds the price, and the, council were likewdfe purchafmg 
filver for the fupply of China, the gold mohiirs were either exchanged for 
filver, or coined into .pagodas, at a lofs of 13 per cent, including alfo the 
charges and loFs upon a recoinage into pagodas. Mr. Bolts. was too good a 
merchant not to perceive the -increafing .price of filver to he the real caufe 
of this lofsj and therefore caUtioufly ufes aphrafe, which is. literally true. 
His words : are -thefe j “ that the lofs at Madrafs, in fuch remittances of 
gold mohurs from Bengal, had been 1 3 per cent, as filver rupees would 
“ to that degree have better anfwered'." ' : 


The reader has feen the reafons which, induced the council to give a 
.higher valuation to gold ‘than in the mint indenture of' England j and 
.eight per cent, above this price was the proportion aflumed. A conti-'-. 
Tuued exportation of filver~afterwards varied this proportion, while a com- 
petition in the purchafe of the laft mentioned metal farther enhanced the 
relative value of filver. Thefe caufes, aided by the intrigues of the fiiroffs, 
fo elFedlually obftruded the currency of gold mohurs in Calcutta, that 
they were there exchanged for rupees, at a price which had no relation 
to their intrinfic worth. Juggat Se^t, the great banker and principal 
•fhroff, when firft confulted, ftrongly urged the neceffity of allowing a 
batta or annual difcount on the .gold mohurs, in the fame manner as had 
ever been ufual upon the Sicca rupees -and perhaps a negled of this ad- 
vice was the greateft error in the plan of 1766. Yet the directors, hav- 
ing frequently -condemned the batta in their letters to Bengal, the council 
could not adopt it in .a new coinage, even to enfure fuccefs. 


When the gold mohur was firft iffued, the faith of the company be- 
came thereby engaged to the poffeflbr of the coin, for whatever value 
might be added in denomination beyond the intrinfic worth. The coun- 
cil therefore juftly. thought themfelves obliged to receive the coin at the 
original denomination, and thefe mohurs were accordingly recalled. 

In compliance vsrith the general defife of the inhabitants of ^ Calcutta, 
the governor and council afterwards determined to eftablifti anotlier gold 


« See petitions in Appendix. 


coinage, 
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coinage,: avoiding' the fuppofed error of the former plan, and makihg 
iuft allowance for a real variation in the proportion of the two me- ' 
tals, arifng from a continued exportation of Lilver. In March, 1769, 
it was refolved, that a gold mohur, weighing 7 dwts. 22 grs. '773- deci- 
mal parts, of the finenefs of 23cts. 3igrs. or 190I grains pure' gold, 
Ihould be iffued at the denomination of 16 Sicca rupees.. This eftima- 
tion of gold, III per cent, lower that of 1.766, reduced its value more than, 
three per cent, below "the proportion of the mint indenture in England,, 
and likewife of the pagoda coined in the company’s mint' at Madrafs. 
Yet has the learned writer before mentioned endeavoured to ihew, that 
gold was here likewife too highly eftimated, by 5I per cent... That ther 
gold was not too highly eftimated in the iecond coinage of 1769 is far-- 
ther evinced, by the lateft advices from Bengal, which fay, that this mo- - 
hur has been readily received in exchange for. lilver rupees, according to > 
the eftabliftied denomination.. , 

When the growing fcarcity of filver was explained in a former part off 
this chapter, I had no intention even, to infmuate that the price of. 
Bengal. manufaflur.es,, brought thence, to Europe, . fliould be paid in bul- 
lion by the India company;, Thisxanmever. be done without facrificing’ 
our. own interefts, and rendering the I'evenues of a diftant country ufe- 
lefs to Great Britain;. Bengal, like other fiibjefted provinces, muft yield’ 
its tribute; but experience will inculcate the- neceftity of moderatino- 
our demands, that the- country may be enabled long to continue this 
payment. If tlie court, of Directors will, for the future, be contented 
with an annual- inveftment, not exceeding five or fix hundred thoufand 
pounds, and difcontinue entirely the exportation of filver from Bengal, . 
the foreign trade of that country may again revive. Increafing induftry 
will in time reftorc its wealth ; and ftiould fome expedient be required, to 
palliate the prefent defed of current money, a gold coinage will af- 
ford relief. Without dreaming of banks and paper credit, fuch a inca- 
fure may be effeded ; but it will ever be found impoflible to preferve a 
coin.in currency, unlefs we aflume the ancient pradice of the natives for 


our.- 
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our guide, and affimilate .ourr, new . regulations, to thofe of the. Sicca- ru- 
pee'^, , ... 


* The following is the number 'of - gold mohurs, coined agreeable to the new regulations, 
made Auguft ,ift, 1766, to , , 1768, when- they were recalled by an order. of 

the council, 

. Mohurs. 

^ Iri Calcutta, ' *■ •- -- •- - - - * 177871 

Moorfhed-abad, . - - ’ - . - 70000 

Patna, - - , - - - “ 15^74 

• ' Total, 263045' ■ 

Of the above fent to Madrafs, . -- -- > - 134417 

1286-28 ' , 

Returned to the treafury of Calcutta, from circulation, 120161 

Ballance not brought in, - - r .? 84-67- - ■■ ; 

3 i . 






HAP. 
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' . C I-I A P. IV. 

The Society eftabliflied in the Year 1765, for conducing the 
Trade in Salt, Beetle-nut, and Tobacco. 

/ jS"'HE internal commerce of Bengal is now become fo important to the 
- -L interefts of Great. Britain, that I could wifii to treat of this fubjedt , at 
large ; but the mifreprefentations which have been induflrioufly propa- 
-gated compel me to make the fociety eftabliflied in 1765, for conducting 
■the trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, the principal objedt of my prefent 
inveftigation. 

Phirmaunds from the emperor had long been pofTelTed by the Eng- 
•lifli Eaft-India company,' exempting from the payment of duties “ wiiat- 
ever goods and merchandize their agents may bring, or carry, by land 
or by water, in the ports, quarters, and borders of the provinces.” 
•This privilege, while the Englifli were wholly fubordinate to the country 
.government in Bengal, was confined to exports and imports, and under 
•this limitation, enjoyed rather from connivance than of right, by fhepri- 
:vate traders in the company’s fervicc. 

•, When Mecr Jaffier Was railed to the mufnud by our arms, the trade of 
• the fervants encreafed with the authority of the company, and they noy/ 
engaged, at firft fparingly, in the inland, traffic of fait. Some^ even 
.claimed an exemption from duties ; but as thefe pretenfions were difeoun- 
tenanced by colonel Clive during his government, . fuch claims were at 
that time relinquiflied. 

By the treaty with Meer Coffim, the company obtained a ceffion of lands, 
.yielding about 600,000 1. per annum. Their troops had continually in- 
creafed, until the power of the company gave effeift; to private ufurpations. 

. : P The 
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The inland trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco was univerfally carried on 
by gentlemen in the fervice,, without payment of duties ; and knowing the 
Nabob to be preparing the means of fefiftance, they treated every complaint 
of his officers as a freffi indication of enmity to the Engliffi. Thus the 
fears of public policy, cbnfpiririg with private intereft, foon produced ‘a 
rupture, whicl^L, after rifking our exiftence upon the fate of a battle, ended 
in the overthrow of Coffim and final eftabliffiment of the Englifh power. 

'.Before this laft event took place, intelligence was received at home of 
the cqnfiffion in which Bengal was involved, of the defeat, at Patna of a 
detachment amounting nearly to one third of our army, and of the cruel 
.maffacre of :many Englifli gentlemen. The reputation acquired by lord 
Clive in India direded all eyes to him ; and he was called,' by the concur- 
rent voice of the nation and proprietors, to undertake once more the 
labour, of reftoring order to our affairs. 

The caufe of thefe events naturally became the fubjefb of deliberation. 
It appeared, that an exemption from duties had thrown the whole trade 
of the country into the hands of the Englifh. This," however, was the 
leaf: evil. The country government was deflroyed by the violence of their 
agents ; and individual tyranny fucceeded“to national arrangement. In 
the generah confufion, all, who were difpofed to. plunder, affumed the 
authority of our name, ufiiped the feats, of juftice, and carried on what 
they called a trade, by violence and oppreffion. The Nabob’s officers 
' either fled before them, or, joining tire invader, divided' the Tpoil. The 
harrier of the country government once brokeri down, ithecame impoffi- 
■ble to flop the inundation. Mahoniedan, Portugliefe, and Armenian 
-alike, nay, every illiterate mariner who; could' efcape from a fhip, erefted 
■our flag, and adted 'as lord:of the;difirid around- him.'^ 

* Frequent orders of the council and of the felea committee, for recalling free merchants, 
and others difperfed throughout the country are to be found on the cornpany’s records, during a 
rcouffe of feveral years, urider different governors. One of the firft refoiutions of the felea 
committee, upon.lord Clive’s arrival,, (the fecon'd day of theirffuting) is, founded on difoba- 
dience to former orders. . See Qommittee Proceedings, May li, 1765. . ,, 

' Upon’ 
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Upon lord Clive’s acceptance of the prefidency and command of the 
■forces in Bengal, he wrote tlie letter mentioned by Mr. Bolts to the court 
of dire<ftors, recommending an entire abolition of the inland trade in fait, 
beetle-nut, and tobacco, which, in his opinion, “ concurred,” with other caufes 
■ mentioned in die letter, “ to haften and bring on the late troubles.” He adds, 
that “ as a means to alleviate, in fome meafure, the diflatisfadion whidh 
“ fuch rcJlriBions on the commercial advantages of your fervants may 
“ occafion in them, it is my full intention not to engage in any trade myfelf ” 


The intended rellridtions did not take cfFe£t ; for many adive proprie- 
tors, when the aflhir was confidered in a general court, (Irongly urged the 
continuance of this indulgence, under fome limitations, to the fervants, 

who would otherwife be deprived of a decent fubfiftence abroad ; much lefs 

* ■’ ^ 

could they ever hope to revilit their native country with fuch independent 
fortunes as reafon and juftice equally authorifed them to exped, Thefe 
fentiments being generally embraced, it was propofed, that the diredors 
ihould give inlbrudions to the prefident and council to fettle fuch regula- 
tions, “ as JJ:all prove inoji advantageous to the covipanyd^ which regula- 
tions were to be tranfmitted home for the court of dircdlors to determine on 
fo important a fubjed. 

This motion, made on the *{* i8th of May, did hot coincide with the 
, fenfe of the majority, who very juftly thought that the Hate of Bengal 
rendered it highly improper to interpofe a delay of near tvsm years, but that 
fome regulations ought to be immediately adopted. The above-mentioned 
motion was therefore withdrawn, and it was resolved, “ That it be 
recommended to the court of diredors to reconfider the ^ orders fent to 


* The motion was, verbatim, as follows; “ That it be recommended to the court of di- 
reftors to give inftruftions to the prefidency of Bengal to fettle fuch regulations in carrying 
on the trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, as Jhall prove imjl advantageous to this company, 
■* ■ without prejudicing the juft rights of the nabob of the provinces ; and that fuch regulations he 
“ 'tranfmitted home to the court of diredlars by the firft opportunity, with ever}' information which 
can enable them to determine on fo important a fubjeft. 

Lord Clive’s letter is dated the zyth of April preceding. 

% The orders here fpolceh of are contained in the letter to Bengal, dated 8th of February pre- 
ceding, a difobedience to which orders’by governor Spencer and his -council, the direftors after- 
wavds reprehend in their letter, dated 24111 of December, 1765. Vide p. 109. 

P 2 ** Bengal, 
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Bengal, relative to the. trade of , the company’s 'servants in- falti. 

- beetic-niit, anil tobacco; and that they do' give fuch diredions :for rt-gw- 
t lating i-hifamc^ agreeably tb the intcrcft of the company and the.fubah,. 

< “ as to them may appear mod prudcnf, : either by fettling here at hotne the 
RESTR lexioNs.z/wi/tv'- 'lohicji this'tvade ought to be cay/’ted'onj'OTL by refer— 
. “ ring it to the- governor and ; council- of Fort William to , regulate this im~ 
for taut point in fuch, a -.manner as, may prevent all future difputes be- 
“ t'v^’-een' the, fubah and the company.!’- . ■ • 

In pnrfuance' of this recommendation. -from, their conftituentsi the- 
directors finding it imppfliblc to fettle' ah equitable plan, “ deftitiite of 
“ the informations and lights ncceflary' in fo important an affair,”' ex- 
prefsly prder- the governor and’ council, after “ confulting the' Nabob, to 
“ fonn. a proper and equitable plan for carrying on, the inland' tradef.”'- 

Not-v^ithffandihg this exprefs andpofitive injimdioh, it lias been afler ted,, 
thatthefaltfociety was formed in-6ppofition to orders received from' home.. 

' The miftake feems to have arifen from too hafiy a perufal of the: general, 
ibtter to Bengali dated the 26th of i!cprilj 1765. This letter, written im 
anfwer to one from- governor Vanfittart and the council, dated the 27th. 
of September, 1764, condemns the treaty ftipulating- a trade. in fait, bedl'e- ' 
nut, and tobacco, on payment of a finall :j: duty ; and refers throughout 
•to the confultations previous to that period', when lord Clive was expeded; 
to arrive in India. The feparate letter- to governor- Spencer, dated the. 24th ' 
of December^. 1765, is yet. more § explicit, .'reciting part of a 'minute by 

This letter, is. dated the ill of June, 1764, and -was fent by the fame Ihip which carried- 
'" lord Clive and. Mr.. Sumner to Fndia. A duplicate arrived-beforc.thcm in. Bengal b’y another- 
■ ihip: 

f This letter requires that tlicfe, regulations fliould be tranfmitted Hometotlie dire£lors; but" 
.to imagine fuch requifition was intended. to fufpend the execution of thefe regulations was im- 
poffible with thofe in whofe memory the above-mentioned debates were freffi, and'who muftr 
confider this letter of the ill of June, as written in. purfuance of the vote of a court ofpropric- 
tors,, in which vote the direftors are ordered to adopt; one part of thi^ alternative, “' either to ■ 
give fuch' direflions for regulating the fame, asio ihemviay feemweei^ orto-refer it tO the-' 

' “• governor and council of Tort 'William to. regulate this important point.”' That the letter of 
the ill of June'was not at that time underftood eveaby the direaors, in the fenfe‘which' fome- 
’ people aUeft now to. give it, appears from their letter to governor Spencer, dated December 24thi. 

' j'765, hereafter mentioned. . • . 

■ j Two and a half per cent. ' . , ' ^ ' 

^ Written in anfwcr to their letter-of the 26tli of November,. 1-764. , " 

^ . Mn. 
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Mr. Johiiftone, which the direftoirs feverely condemn, and then add, “ We 
“ -fhall fay' nothing; farther at prefentbn the.: inland trade, till that tmpor- 
“ tant.fiihjeSiJliall bsitaken ’up^jby. lord Cli^e ;a 7 id the gefitle?nen ofthefeledl 
“ cojnmittee^ only to obferve that the regulation proppfed in confultations 
“ of the 17th of Odoher,. 1764,-18 a.manifeft difobedience of our orders 
•“ of the 8th of February then ■imdei'deliberation'i ylhlich.- pqfitiyely forbid 
.« all- ti*ade in fait, beetle-nut, -and tobapco..” ,, , 

■ Mr. Bolts adopts:this mifreprefentatibn of the orders. Immediately after 
hehas laboured to irritate the reader againftthe falt-fociety eftabliflied-by the 
committee, he fays, “ The court of Eaft India diredors repeatedly^ and in 
“ the ftrongeft terms, forbad this monopoly in fait, b'eetle-nut, and tobacco ; 
■“ particularly in their general letter per lord Camden, dated the 19th of 
■“ February,- 1766, wherein they pofitively direded their governor, and 
■‘‘ Council -to formal remtnciatmu by fome folemn ad to be entered 

•“ on their rkords, of. all right to’ trade, in thpfe articles j direding, their 
“ .pr^fident to tranfmit fuch renunciation in form to the Nabob in the 
. Perfian language,-, with adding thefe • exprefs words : ‘ Whatever go- 
vernment may be, eftabliflied, or whatever unforefeen. occurrences may 
‘ arife, it is our refolution to prohibit, and we dp abfolutely forbid ; ///w 
‘ trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco.’ 


-When the letter of the 19th of February, 1766, was written, the court 
of diredors had. not f received the plan which the feled committee had 
•framed, - in purfuance of the refolution taken by the court of proprietors. 
This letter therefore niufl; be regarded as- a - continuation of the before- 
mentioned prohibition to trade, till'that Important affair had Seen taken up 
'by lord Clive and the feleSl committee. i The- reader: will, recoiled that the 
ti-ade^ to' which -thele orders. '.refer .liad - been daimed. by the Servants,, duty 
free., under the phiriiiaun. from the emperor; had been made' an article 

* This date is previous to the refolution of the general court. The regulation here referred, 
to.was 'merely confining the trade to’ certain markets.. ' 

■h f ’.Until the igth of'April, j.766. . ' . ' : 

t Paying 2 5 per cent- 

' • in 
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in tlie treaty upon Meer JafficrV reftoratlon ; ^^rlncll article, altliough .con« 
deirined by the directors, was trahfcribed into the treaty v/ith his foh Niid- 
jmn aiDowlah, by governor ' Spencer and- his couhcii. To this difobc^ 
'dte 7 ice of ordei's the aniraadverfions hf the court apply,; and throughout the 
'letter of the ’19th of February they every where fpcak of the claim under 
the phirmaun and this treaty. They then direCt the renunciation men- 
tioned by Mr. Bolts “ of all right, wider the f aid treaty j or ^ othemdie, 

to trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco,” “ according to the fpirit of 
“ the phirmaun.” And that you tranfmit THiS RENUNCiArtioN of that 
“ o/'Me f in form to the Nabob.V 

Another extract is given by Mr. Bolts, to prove that the orders were uni- 
form to this point. Ide has candidly fupprefled the date, wilhing proba- 
bly the reader to imagine this likewife had been received before tlie fo- 
ciety- was eftabliflied for the fecond year. This is an extraCl from a let- 
ter, in which the court of directors declare they cannot confent to carry- 
ing on that trade in any manner whatfoever. This letter was received 
in .December 1766, and in obedience to this order the plan was abo- 
lilhed. But the dire^ors here add, that they do not condemn the conduft 
of the feleCt committee. - . ’ 

Admitting for a moment that the directors had authority to annul the 
orders of a general court, without attempting the execution,- it wiH be im- 
polTible to believe fuch could be their intention, when they had given par- 
ticular, inftruaions for fulfilling the expectation of the proprietors.; when 
the. letter of the 1 9th of February was written to a different governor and 
council, being throughout a comment bn Mm- ; ‘ and when prior 
letters, contdning the like general difapprobation of . the trade, exprefsly^ 
oxcepted the plan to be framed by lord Glive and the felea commh.tee,-. - 

* This plainly refers to the claim under’phirmauh, which is recognized fay this article of the 
ilreaty. . ' . , 

f The words, « of that part of the treaty" are omitted by Mr. Bolts, in order to apply 
^^ENUNCIATION to the plan of lord Clive and the feleCt committee, not then known in England. 

A won-" 
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A wonderful difcoverj’’ is now made of a deed, an unheard-of engage- 
ment among the company’s fervants, to fupport each other in a predeter- 
mined difobedicnce of orders. If thofe'who fo readily adopt.this opinion, 
had confulted the company’s records for information, and not to ferve a 
prefait purpofe, they would probably have read the wdiole relative to the 
fubjcdl, and might in fuch cafe have found every particular entered at large 
among the proceedings of tlie council, 1 6th of September *, 1765,. and 
tranfmitted to the diredlors in the general letter. 

■ The plan being formed, and fliares of the fociety diftributed among the 
company’^s fervants, according to their refpecilive rank, the condudi of this 
trade was entrufted to a committee, chofen for that purpofe, who pro- 
ceeded to make many contrads for fait. But it was foon found impoffible, 
without the concurrence of the council, “ to j* eftablifli the credit of the 
“ fociety, fo as to raife the necelTary fund for carrying on the trade.” The 
committee of trade therefore requeft a deed in writing to fecure to them 
this trade during the year, ending 31ft of Auguft, 1766.- 

Had the diredtors thought fit to fend retrofpedlive orders for. tlie aboli-' 
tibn of this fociety, eredted with the previous alTent of themfelves and them 
conftituents, fuch orders could not arrive in Bengal before the year was- 
expired. The council therefore unanimoufly refolved to indemnify the 
committee of trade, in an engagement undertaken upon the faith of the. 
company; and as the Admiral Stevens was not yet difpatched, “It is agreed, 
“ to apply- to the company for permiflion to renew the fame for the fu- 

ture concerns, ^ the plan meets 'with their approbation,^^ Bythisdeed^ 
the committee of trade became perfonally relponfible for the duties to the- 
company, the council on the other hand engaging to continue the fo— 
ciety during one year. So little idea of guilt was entertained, that none 
of the gentlemen concerned have ever kept a copy ; but the original . deed 

Appendix, p, 249 No. 143. 

f Letter of tlie committee of.trtide, entered m Coufultations, 1 6th September, 1765. 

The Admiral Stevens, which carried the firfl: intelligence, was dispatched on the i8th of 
Gflober, 1765, and the engagement expired'in Auguft, 1766, 

was 
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was drawn by Mr. .W.hiLtaP%. whom Mr, Bolts Euppofcs to have been 
ci-uelly opprclfcd, by 4hc fa me -men wlio cnuiihcd him with this very dan- 
gerous confpiracy.. Mr. Bolts bicw. the traiifadion wouJd not bear the 
condrudion he wiflicd it to receive. He therefore makes another f deed, 
the date of which is fupprefled, .to this in his Appendix, bccaufe it 

would othcrwifc.havc proved, that a difobcdiencc, of orders had never been 
in contcmphition of the parties. This .r-ehthig. .to a] period^ within,' 
which orders were expected to, arrive from , home, plainly fnppofes fucli 
orders would be obeyed, for it contains an exprefs ftipulation in a particular 
private coiitradi xrpon this event, “that any order or diredion ftall be 
“ iflued by the honourable court of .diredors of the Eafl; India company, 
“ in England, by nvhich the faid joint trade in falty bcctle-7iut, and' tobacco, 
“ Jhall he (loppcdd\ It was not, therefore, the private intention of thefe 
gentlemcn.to difobey,. much Icfs would they have fet forth fucb intention 
upon the records of the company, if they had ever entertained the 
tLiought. ’ , • 

Having thus removed the imputation of difobcdiencc, we may now pro-* 
ceed to examine the plan propofecLfor carrying on the trade in a manner 
agreeable to inflrudions received from home. . It appears, from a review, 
of the e^Hls wdiich gave rife to the firft dcllber.ations on this fubjed, as like- 
wife from the whole courfe of correfpondcnce with the governor and coun- 
cil, that the principal objed of the company was to reprefs the pradices of 
private traders, fo ruinous to the peace of the country, the revenues and 
government of the nabob. At the fame time, the trade, in the language 
of the refolution of a general court, “ ought' to be carried on ” for the be- 
nefit of the “ company' sfervantsf^ under “ fuch regulations as may pre- 
vent all future difputcs between the fubah' and the company L” 

r 

' '%■ Mr. Whktal, an attorney of the mayor’s court, was ilire£tcd to draw out the deed and-' 
tlie letter of the committee of trade, and refolution ihejcupoil, which- appear in Confultations,; 
were tranfmifted to him as inftruaions for' forming the fame. What this- friend of Mr. Bolts 
may have added, before or fince, it is impoffiblc for thofc to fay who have no copy ofthe deed, 
t This deed was executed more than twelve months after the other. 

X The refolution of che geuerai court is entered at length in the firlt part of this chapter. . 

■ '-It. 
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; It oCcuiTed, that a government beaten down by the. violence.of indivi-’. 
'^uals, in the ;profecution of a claim afterwards enforced by our arms, and 
'cftabliflied by treaty, a government, which had long been trampled upon 
by all \vho aflumed. thc Englifli name, could not again rear its head, while, 
the fame per'fons were permitted to t raver fe the country without controuh 
The council, or the committee, had no legal authority to interfere, much 
lefs to puniflr ppprefibrs ; and among <i people formed by nature, and by 
habit, to bear the yoke of conquerors, where the dread of our power in- 
creafed with our vitlorics, the fword of juftice mull fall from the feeble 
hands of a magiflrate, yet unafTured of fupport. NecelTity, not to fay hu-, 
manity, . required an immediate recall of all the Englilh agents or go- 
mailahs, difperfed throughout the provinces, that the nabob’s officers, in 
difeharging their duty, might no longer fear a conteft v/ith power, f'his 
meafure was enforced by the moft pofitivc repeated orders of the directors, 
who had very juftly determined not to permit a continuance of the trade on 
its former footing. The new covenants had excluded the receipt of pre- 
fents ; while the increafed inveftment of the company, (after the dewanny 
was obtained) abforbed tlie trade of individual, and removed all profped; 
of advantage in a foreign cdmrherce. No other fund remained for the re- 
ward of fervices; and without propofing a reafonable profpedt of inde- 
pendent fortunes, it was ridiculous to hope that common virtue could 
withftand the allurements of daily temptation, or that men armed wdth 
' power would abliairi froni the fpoils of a proftrate' nation, 

Thefe confiderafions iridneed the committee to frame a plan for carrying 
on the inland trade iii tfiefe articles, by which it was propofed, to recall all 
private agents,' to form one fociety, who fliould difpofe of their fait, 8zc. 
at certain markets, diftributing the fliares in this fociety among the' com- 
pany’s fervants, according to their ■refpeQ;ive rank^, 

‘ - ' ' ' • } 

Mr. Sumner, who was indefatigable In adju'fting every part of the plan', 
aOiually -fearched about twenty years backj and the price was in confe- 
quence of this r-efearch fixed at the feveral markets, to w^hich the fociety 
tranfported fait, full fifteen per cent, lower than the price at which it 
" ■' ufually 
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iiluctlly fold. I'rotti tlicfe markets it was carried by the natives; fo that 
tlve confumcr muft purchafe his fait for lefs than had been ordinarily given. 
A duly, amounting to one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds, was eftab~ 
liflicd for the company, vdilch was increafed the followngyear to one 
hundred and fixty thoiifand pounds. 

Salt is made at a certain feaibn of the ’ year ; and perfons who advance 
their money to the manufadurer, contraded to furniflr the fociety. As 
ilic committee of trade, by the famous deed, became refponfible for the 
duties, it may appear rcafonable to all b’iit Mr.' Bolts; that they ’fhould 
poflefs the means of performing their obligation. For this jjiifpofe it v^'as 
fieceffary that the trade Ilioukl continue during one' Whole year; arid tiiaf 
permiffion fhould be given to dii^pfe of their ftock- in hand, in cafe tlie 
diredors aboliflicd the fociety at tliC expiration of that peHo'd. 

. / ' . 

. A difEcuIty will here occur to the • mind of; the reader. How could 
the fait be fold at the ufual price; when, the company and proprietors re-r 
ceived each a profit ? A duty had been always • coHeded upon this >rti- 
ficle at feveral chokeys, or cuftom-houfes. The, extortions and Vexa- 
tious delays, of the Nabob’s officers at each pafs, were' fo burthenfome to 
the trade, that although the Subahdar received lefs than what was now 
paid to the company, yet the merchant fuffered to 4 much greater amount; 
Thefe duties were before colleded at many places higher up the ; river 
than Calcutta; but as Calcutta now contains a ■ greater number of people 
than Muxadavad , in its mofl; flourifhing flate, no reafon- could- be urged 
for exempting the inhabitants from a burthen common to all the pro-. 
vince. This exemption moreover would have been fcarcely. pradicable, 
as the whole duty upon .fait to the Company was. paid by the .committee 
of trade, who became refponfible in confequence of the deed above meh- 
'.tioned. . Mr. Bolts, fully aware of -.this difference^ eftimates'his prices,. 

comparing them 'h''ith former years, in the., market of Qalcutta. - That the 
. price of fait was not enhanced , at other- places, ; iwi|l , appear by the teffi- 
, mony of many gentlemen now in England, 

. ' ' ' Suppofing, 
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Supppfing, for .the fake, of argument, that the price of fait was en- 
hanced throughout the country; this would only prove, that ipen who 
traded without payment of duties, could fell cheaper than thofe who con- 
formed to the orders of their mafterSi But as the price was rea.lly lower, 
we may hence judge of the exorbitant profit made by the Englifh trader, 
who paid no duty, and punilhed the ofiicers of government if they pre- 
fumed to interfere, Mr. Bolts very truly alferts, that feveral tnfey'ior fer- 
vants would have preferred their former trade to a fhare -in the fociety ; 
yet the reader, .perhaps, .may not think, .with Mr. Bolts, that private in- 
tereft is the teft of public .regulations. Mr. Keir himfelf, who .was fo 
•great a trader in fait, that he employed, in one feafon, ;thirteen ^thoufand 
■people in the manufacture, fays;. “ That the fociety Tor tlie trade in fait, 
“ beetle-nut, and- tobacco, inftituted by lord Clive and the feleCt committee, 
“ was fo far from being detrimental to the country, that. thofe articles 
“ were not only not fold dearer, but , indeed at a lower rate, during the 
■ “ monopoly, at moft places at leaft, than,. at a .medium, had.been done for 
many years before,' while there was a fixt price upon them, which, 
“ no doubt, would have been of advantage to the people, had it been 
/^ continued, particularly with regard to fait.” This confeffion will 
have the greater weight from Mr. Jf/Vr, as the eftablifliment of the fociety 
.in queftion “ put an entire ,ftpp tp his trading in that article ' 

When the firft plan was framed, lord Clive was engaged in negoti- 
ations at a great diftance from Calcutta. He did not, however, heiitate 
to give his alfent to the eftablifliment of a fociety which promifed fo well to 
hnfwer the expectations of the company. The experience of a few months 
fuggefted feveral amendments,', and, lord Clive, in. a minute, dated 3d Sep- 
tember, 1766, fays, “ I find that -the induftrious native is ftill deprived 
. “.of that fhare to which he has. an undoubted and a more natural right ; 
nor is it yet upon .that equitable footing which juftice .and humanity 
“ would, I am fure, incline this committee to eftablifli.” He therefore 
propofes, that the fait fliall.be fold at Calcutta, and -the -places where 
made, to the black merchants; who fliall -have the foie right of vending 
it throughout the country f; To prevent the rich from ..eiigroffing, the 

Vide Thoughts on the Affairs of Bengal, by Arch. Keir; Efq. p. 57. 
ty Vide Anpendixj p. 251. 

* 
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Cnlcutta bhick mcrchnnts were not to purcliafe more than a certain- pro- 
portion. As the price of fait was fixed at two hundred * rupees per hun- 

■ dreth. 

As fait was the only conrulcraWc article of this commerce we havc-fpok'en of thcfdciety . 
-as cRahlinicd for that article alone. In truth, tobacco was ncccr bought, and a verv fmall 
quantity of bcctlc-mit. 

It will be gramed, 1 prefume, that the cftahliflimcnt of this focicty was advantageous to the 
company. ^ Let us now conficlcr how the natives were afleacd. 

Ihc price of fait in Bengal, has ever been flufluating and precarious, not only afCalcutta,, 
where the fait is fi'r/l imported, or rather landed,, but at Patna,, which k our c.Ktrcmc boundary' 
of this trade. , • 

At Calcutta, from the year 1760 to 1765, fait has fold from .100 Arcot rupees, to i7oArcbt; 
rupees, per 100 mnuncls. 

At Patna, the lowcfl price has been 350 rupees, and it has been often knotvn to rife to 500 
rupees, 600 rupees, aiuj even 700 rupees, before the cflabtifiimcnt of the focicty in qucflionl ' 

For the purpofc of fixing the prices of fale at the twelve different markets, cJbblinicd by the 
committee of trade tliroughout the country^ prices current, or rates of fale for m,any. years- p.-iff,. 
were obained from each ; from fomc placcs-for 13 years, from others for upwards 0/ so years.. 
The medium of which prices being taken, , the committee cllablilhcd their prices of fale from -. 
15 . to 15 percent, lower than fuch medium. . . . ' ■ 

It has been above obferved, that the prices of fale at Calcutta have been -100 to 170., Arcot; 
rupees, per 100 maunds. At thefe rates it has been purebafed in Calciittai and thence 
tranfporled to Patna, and the other interior p.irts of the country, fubjcfl, however, firll tb the 
government’s duty, atuUll)/-ri to many illegal ftoppnges, vexations, ami' taxes, vriiich.werc .nt all; 
times very confidcrable. -Under thefe circumftancesi fait has always been. fold at Patna from.; 
350 rupees to 700, rupees per 100 maunds. ‘ 

13 y the focicty’s plan in 1765, a duty of 35 per cent ; and by the plan 1766, a-duly of 50 per. 
cent, was paid to the company as duaus, ami the fait was then permitted to pafs through lhac 
whole country- free from. all farther duty, and' free from vc.xalions orfloppagcs ofany.kimU. 

It was evidently for the benefit of all interior parts of thccountry, to receive their fait at a cec- ■ 
tain fixed rate, rather than be fubjeft to a precarious rife or fall, cljiiecially when this fixed rate.- 
was cRablifhed from 12 to 15 per cent. Jorver than the medium price for in.nny. years pnff. 

. ■ It is true that the inhabitants in and about Calcutta fuffered an ihcrcafe of price upon thejr. 
own immediate confumption. The rcafon .was, that formerly the duties were levied on the paL 
fage of fait to the different parts of the country, and now the duty was levied mpon- its importation : 
into Calcutta. Mr, Bolts feems to have formed all his eftimatcs'upon.lhe price which fait borc.at • 
Calcutta, without malung any allowance for the advantages which the interior parts of the coui\- 
try experienced. IVXr. Sumner, who was at the head of the committee .of trade, will teflify, that^.. 
exclufive of the diftrift of Calcutta, fait was fold by thc fociety-at ihoie modcrate rates than it had 
been in former years, communibus annis. 

This increafe of price to the confumers of fait in the precinAs.of Calcutta, fmall- as if wasj , 
fell on them only. By the fecond year’s plan, when thefociety.delivered.falt to all the black,; 
merchants who chofe to become purchafers in Calcutta, at the rate of 200 rupees per 100 maunds, 
in which price was included the company’s duty, of 50 per. cent, and the purchafers had liberty 
to tranfport it through the country free from every other charge whatever. It is evident that the 
people then received it on terms infinitely more advantageous than ever they did iu former tunes. 
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dced maunds, and all; taxes,- delays', and- difficulties, 'were removed, by, 
Golleding the duty from the focietyi the committee were enabled- to aG 
■certain the price at the feveral markets, - which, would, effectually fecure 
tlie. confumer from every impofitibn^. . . - .. . 

Thofe who borrow their notions of commerce from’ countries where it is • 
highly cultivated, under the protection, of a perfeCt police, may condemn- 
tliisd'aff attempts but to^ iffie minds of fuch readers,. I wiili to recall, thofe-’ 

when fait wa-s not' only fubjedt! to the government’s duties, bufto very confiderablfe addinonaU 
charges-, which arofe from ftoppages, vexations, and illegal praftices. 

According to.Mr. Sumner’s eRimate, the loweft price of fait at Patna,- before- the eftabllfii- 
‘ ment of the focicty, was 350 Arcot rupees per 100 maunds, or i d. per lb. Engliflr, and it has - 
; been known to rife to 500 rupees^, or i d. -1^ 606 rup. or '2 d. and even -to 760 rup. or 2 d. 
•57 per lb. Englifln And after the ellablifliment of the fociety, the higheft price was 4C0 Arcot^ 
rupees per 100, maunds,. which is i d. -I^.per Ib. Englifli. . 

■ • ■ But I'have authority from original papers in the pofieflion of Mr. Rumbold, to declare that all- 

the fcciety’s fait at Patna was fold at the rate of i d. i. d. - 1 ^, and i d. per lb. which is rather 
lower than Mr. Sumner’s eftimate. . . ‘ 

I leam affo from Mr. Rumbold’s.papers, that the common price of fait at Patna, before tl^ 
eflablifhment of the fociety, was at the rate of i d. i d. I^j.and i d. -I^.per lb. and that ^tec 
the abolition of thefocietj’ (in 1769 and j 770) the common price was i d.-jf' ^ ^ 

per lb; Th’efe circumRances are fdbft^ntial' proofs that the price of falt'at Patna* was nearly,- if 
not.precifely, conimunibus annis, the fame,,hefore.the fociety- took’place, duriiig the contimi-- 
ance of the fociety, and after the abolition of it, and therefore the eftablilhment of the fociety, . 
even according 'to Mr. Rumbold’s papers, cannot be faid to have been a grievance. 

,Bivt there is a. material difference.between the price of fait at Patna,,. before the efiabllfhment ' 
of the fociety as Rated by Mr. Rumbold and as Rated by Mr. Sumner. The reafon is obvioully 
this ; hir. Rumbold’s prices are only eRimated for two years before the eR'ablifliment of the fd- 
dety, when they could not be very high, becaufe at that time the Englilh gentlemen in gene-- 
ral traded in fait without .paying any duties, ,but-Mr. Sumner’s prices are taken upon an average * 
of thirteen and 'twenty years back, long before theEnglifii had any concern in. that trade, when* 
the duties oPthe country' government were regularly paid. 

'At GualparaK the pjice.-of.falt, after the. eRablifliment of the fociety, was 400 Arcot rupees- 
per 100 (l>) Aflam maunds, which is full i d. -^.per lb. In the Rungpore and Chilmary dif- 
tridts, the price w^as 250 Arcot-rupees per 100 (c) ChiFmary maunds, which' is od. -^-per IB. 
Thefe were alfo the average prices for many years h»?fore the- eRablifliment of the fociety ; but 
then they were the prices .at wEich. falt ufed to be engroRed by the rich, . who fold it again at a 
confiderable profit by retail to the poor. Now after the eRablifliment of the fociety, the poor 

■ bought their falt-at the fame priceat which’ the rich engroflers ufed'to buyrit, anrl confequently 

were gainers of the difference between the wholefale and retail prices. Thefe particulars! have.- 
from Mr, Baillie, who was agent for the fociety. in thediRriftsof .Gualparab, Rungporej and j 
Chilmaryi ■ ' 

(<ij .Patna may be called the extreme boundary of the cornpany’s-limltSi.- ' 

(b) Kn Affam maund is 93 lb. • 

(.e) 'AXhihnary .maund is, 88 lb... 
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fcenes of violence wlilcli had long diarafted Bengal;, and at the fame time 
beg leave to fuggeft, that encouragement of induflry in the produdion/ 
by ah enhanced price from afear'eity, was altogether imneceffary in an ar- 
ticle which might cafily be increafed to any .quantity, which the . fociety 
were always ready to fell for a certain fiim; and when confequently lalt 
would be purchafed by the merchants as long as the coinmodity would pay 
the expence of conveyance to the fcvcral markets. . . - 

The violence with which the inland trade of ihdividals had been fup- 
ported during Mcer Coffim’s government, the hloodflied and confufion 
which followed, together with the pcrfcvcrancc of governor Spencer and 
•his council, to fupport their conllriidtion of the phirmaund, or what was 
equivalent thereto, an exemption from all other duties except two and a 
'half per cent, upon fait, had irritated the diredlors, and raffed ,fo Erong a 
•prejudice againft the trade, that the court refoivcd to abolifli even the plan 
;.eftablifhedby the felcdt committee. This they did ini their letter dated 
■the ^lyth May 1766, not fufficiently confidering, that orders of diftant 
•.mafters were but a feeble barrier againft the united intereft of every man 
dn the fettlement. They afterwards diftributed among the fervants a 
commiffion of two and a half per cent, on the revenues, amounting to 
563,000!. per annum; but when the general reftraint of inland trade was 
■noTonger fupported by the private intereft and authority of the council, 
Europeans largely engaged under the names of their black agents, and the 
■profits of this , commerce were added to the public allowance. 1 

"The committee, better informed, forefaw the mifehiefs -vidiich might 
' probably enfue throughput the country, and the general relaxation of go- 
rv'-ernment, which muft neceffarily follow, ftrouldithc; council fecretly .en- 
'gage in a trifle prohibited by their employers. 'The letter from the direc- 
.tors, above-mentioned, reached Calcutta -in December 1766, -at a time 
lord Clive - was .confined by a very, fevere illnefs, which had nearly deprived 
1 iim-ofdife. As foon as his lordfliip could attend to bufmefs, the com- 

It is by counteraain'g tliis principle' that ’ monopolies are -generally injurious to a country*: 
but here ihe objeQion w.as obviated, . ■ ■ . 

mittee 
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mittee aflemblecl, and on the 1 6tK of January 1767, Resolved, “That 
“ the Society of Trade fhall he aboHfhed, and the inland trade totally re- 
“ linquiflied on the firft day of September next ; but that we fully exprefs 
“ our fentiments in our next advices to the company, refpeding the ad- 
“ vantages, which would refult to the fervice and to the country from the 
“ continuance of this trade under the prefent reftridion.” In confequen.cc 
of this refolution the fociety 'c^as adually abolifhed on the i ft day of Sep- 
tember 1767, nor did they engage in any new concern. But as the com- 
mittee were perfonally liable for large duties to the company, certain ruin 
muft have enfued had no time been allowed for the difpofal of their ftock 
in hand. One year w’as therefore given for that purpofe. 

On the 24th of January, 1767, the committee wrote as follows to the 
court of diredors. 

“We now come to fpeak of your inftrudions relative to the inland 
trade, which you very juftly confider as the foundation of all the blood- 
ftied, maffacres, and confufion which have happened of late years in 
“ Bengal. Your orders arc pofitive, and therefore our obedience ftiall be 
“ implicit. Accordingly you will obferre in our proceedings, that the fo- 
“ ciety for concluding this branch of traffic ftands abfolutely abolifhed on 
“ the firft day of September ne.xt. The contrads for the prefent, year be- 
“ ing formed, and large advances made, it was impoffible, without ruin 
“ to individuals, and confufion to the public, to fix an earlier date for the 
“ execution of your orders. 

“ But although our duty obliges us to pay the ftrideft obedience to 
your peremptory orders for abolifiiing a trade, to which you exprefs fo 
“ ftrong on averfion, the fame duty requires we fivould freely offer our- 
fentiments upon a fubjed, in which we think your immediate intereft,. 
“ the good of the fervice, and the public welfare are deeply concerned., 
“ The honourable court of diredors, and, indeed, the whole body of pro- 
“ prie'tors, found it neceflary to reftrain by covenants their civil and mili- 
tary ftrvants from receiving thofe advantages to w-hich they had for' 

“ many 
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jiiaiiy years “been accuftoin-ed. If is likewife' proxD©fecl,;:tEat imay 
'‘f enjoy the feahrruits of your late acquilitions, , -to' make fuch- an" entreafe • 
‘bof inyeEtnent., particularly -hi filk, as will 'efi'e(3:ually deprive your fer- - 
wants of the ufual benefits arifihg from.pi'ivate trade. Farther, that the 
“ revenues may not be injured in ;any hlegree, they are prohibited from* 
■■“-lending money at a higher rate ‘ofiritereft than .twelve per cent, per an- > 
“ -num; and a trade by fea in the manufactures of" the. country,; being, the; 

only remaining channel for -the exertion of indufiry, that-Iikewife 
“ choakcd up -by thofe fii'oals of free merchants annually imported, .who,. 
“being incumbered with ^np’public bufinefs,^ nor confined -to refidence in. 
■“ Bengal, can carry on a' free trade with every port in India. to auuch. 
■“ greater advantage than your fervants. 

‘ , ' . * , . * ^ * ' • • ' i 

“ Taking . all thefe circumftances into confideration, reflecting alfo upon, 
the great increafe of luxury of late years, in confequence of the fudden 
•“ influx of wealth, and that it will not, be practicable. for a time to reduce 
'*‘.the-charges,of living to the prefent means of fiipporting thofe, charges,. 
“ we adopted,' in confequence of your permiffion, the plan of a regulated, 
‘' and reftriCted inland trade, -as- tlie belt method of rewarding faithful. 
■“ fervices, the furefl; means to excite zeal, and the faireft mode of car-. 
•“ lying on .a heneficial trade, without relinquilhihg all the advantages .we 
•“ have hitherto received, or fubjeCting the natives to thofe encroachments 
“ .on their natural rights, of which they have with too much' reafon com- 
plained. . , . 

“ Gur'letterhy the Camden, and proceedings hy the Cruttenden, wdll 
explain to you the regulations in the original plan of the fociety, which 
took place in the month of September laft. Under thefe regulations 
■“.the trade can fcarce be confidered in the odious light. of a monopoly, 

“ fmce wre are rather tlie agents for manufacturing the fait, tlian the pro- 
“ prletors of the trade. It is. fold in Calcutta to the natives only, and, to 
“ the utter exclufion of all Europeans, at an eafier rate than it could be pro- 
“ cured when under the management of the government, before we were 

“ udmitted to any participation. _ The natives tranlport it to all the differ- 

^ “ ent 
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“ ent parts of the countiy, under fuch limitations, that it.muft reach the 
“ hands of the confumer at a Hated and moderate price. Hereby the peo- 
“ pie fenfibly feel the juftice and lenity of our government ; and your fer- 
“ vants, who have attained the higheft ftations, after a courfe of many 
years fpent in this unfavourable climatb, reap the reward of their fendces, 
“and, enjoy the means of fecuring.that independence to which they have 
“ fo equitable a claim. 

“ We are now diredted totally to renounce all fliare and benefit arifing 
“ from this trade. It niuft be made over to the natives. The govern- 
“ ment mull of courfe come into poffeffion ; nor can it be carried on 
otherwife than upon the ancient footing of farming it out to minifters, 
“ officers, favourites, and dependents on the government, who will rear 
immenfe fortunes upon the oppreffion and ruin of the public, in defpite 
■“ pf our utmofl; influence and endeavours. , Thefe are at prefent'our fuf- 
picions, time alone can verify our conjectures. .You no doubt will 
■“ maturely confider how far it is probable men will contitiue honeft againfl: 
■“ all the feduCtions of private intereft; and whether it may not be ne- 
celTary to llrengthen the ties of that duty expeCted from your fervants, 
“ by the Tighter bonds of gratitude for the affluence which they enjoy 
during the time of their fervitude, and the independency they ought 
“ to fecure before the clofe of their labours.” 

. Long -before the laft orders of the dheCtors arrived, the -committee, 
fenfible that abufes might grow up, notwithftanding the late regulations, 
ainlefs the governors were wholly unconnected with every interefl; in the 
-country, recommended to the council, in confequence of the following 
minute, entered in confultations 19th of September 1766, that tlie pre- 
sident ffiould relinquifli his fliares in the falt-fociety, and receive an equi- 
valent * from .the revenues. ' . , , 

* Tlie directors afterwards adopted this expedient refpeCtIng; all their fervants.; but by abolifn- 
Ing the reftrlftibns under which this trade was carried on, and oppofing inelFectual prohibhion/. 

;to the-pfivate interefl: of all their fervants,. they have let in upon the country all the fonner evils; 
"and loft their revenues from this commerce. 

* R ■ ' ^Scieft 
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, Sel.ea. Committee Proceedings, 19th of September 1766.. 

. “ Tlie right honourable the prefident has urged the neccffity of reftria;- 

“ ing the future governors of this prefidency, in. points of trade and 
“private intereft, with arguments of fo much force and conviaion, in. 
“ the following minute, that we unanimoufly agree in recommending his 
“ lordfliip’s propofal to the board, that it may be carried into execution 
with all convenient difpatch.. 

Lord Cliveh- Minute. -, . 

“ Our attention as a felea committee invefted with extraordinary powers 
“ by the court of diredlors, has been conftantly engaged in reforming the 
“ a,bufes which had crept into the feveral departments of this government.. 
“ The important work has been fteadily profecuted with zeal, diligence,.. 
“ and difinterellednefs on our parts, and the fuccefs of our labours gives- 
“ us reafon to hope that ouf employers will be of opinion that we have 
“ eftablifhed many ufeful and neceflary regulations.. Many others how- 
“ever are fliil wanting to complete our plan;, but I doubt not that the 
“ fame principles wliich have hitherto guided our condiifl:, will continue. 

“ to direct and'juftify the meafures' we liave yet to purfue.. 

“ To place the prefident in fuch a fituation.as will render his govern- 
“ ment honourable to himfelf, and. advantageous to tire company,' appears- 
“ to be an objeCt of as much confequence as any that has been taken into-- 
our confideration.: Where fuch immenfe revenues are concerned, where- 
“ power and authority are fo enlarged, and where the cye.of juftice and^ 
“ equity fhould be- ever watchful, a governor ought not to be embarraffed 
“ with private bufinefs.. He ought to be free from every occupation in 
‘'•'which his judgment can poffibly be biaffed by his. interefl. The exten- 
“ five commercial; affairs,, the fludy of the finances, the politics of the 
“country, the epiftolary correfpondence, the proceedings of council and 
« committee, thefe are fufEcient to employ every moment of his time; 

“ and 1 am confident they cannot be condudted with the rcquifitive atten- 
■ ‘ , tioa 
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tiofi 'to the company’s intereft, if the mind of the governor be diverted 
by complicated mercantile affairs of his own. ; , 

■“if we look back upon thofe uiihappy difTenfions, which have fre-^ 
“ quently brought the company’s pofTeffions in Bengal almoft to the point 
of deftrudiion, we fhall find that they have generally proceeded from 
the condud of governors, who, too eager in the purfiiit of private in- 
■“ tereft, have involved themfelves in affairs which could not be recon- 
ciled to the ftrid principles of integrity. To prevent- fcrutinies and 
difcoveries, which might in any degree affed their honour, they have 
“frequently been reduced to the neceffity of conniving at abufes which 
"“- would otherwife have been brought to light and remedied. The wel» 
“ fare of this great company ihould' be the foie ftudy of a governor ; 
■“ attached to that point alone, his meafures could never be thwarted by 
the malice of oppofition, becaufe' they would all be propofed for the 
public good, and adions will always be juftified or condemned from the 
“ principles on which they are founded. , 

, Such a fiate of independency and honour mufi; be highly eligible to 
a governor ; and, in my . opinion, it can only be acquired by cutting 
off all poffibili'ty of his benefitting himfelf either by ..trade, or that 
“ influence which his power neceffarily gives him in thefe opulent pro- 
“ vinces, 

• “ I therefore propofe that the governor fhall, in the moft public man« 
“ ner, in the prefence of all the company’s fervants, . the mayor and al- 
“ dermen, and free merchants,' affembied at the Mayor’s Court, take the 
“ oath and execute the penalty-bond annexed. 

The confideration I have propofed is f per cent. Upon the revenues, 

■“ excepting thofe arifing from the company’s own lands at Calcutta, 
.Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, 

■“ Although by thefe means a governor Avill not be able to amafs a for- 
tune of a million, or half a million, in the fpace of two or three years, 

* R 2 yet 
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‘‘ yet. he will acquire a very liandfdmc indci^cndcncy, and' lie iii that very 
“ fituation, which a man -of nice honour and true zeal for the fervice 
“'would wifii to poflefs. Thus fituated, he may defy all oppofition in 
■“ council j he will have nothing to alk, nothing to propofe, but what he 
“ means for the advantage of his employers. He may defy the law, be- 
“ caufe there can be no foundation for a bill of difeovery; and he may 
defy the obloquy of the world, bccaufe there can be nothing ceiifurabld 
in his condudt. It fliort, if ftability can be in fared to fuch a government 
“ as this, where riches have been acquired in abundarreej in a frnall fpace 
“ of time, by all wa3’'s and means, and by men with or without ca- 
“ paclties, it muft be effedted by a governor thus reftridted ; and I fhall’ 
think it an honour if my propofal he approved, to;fet the hrft ex- 
“ ample.” 


' The oath was. That the governor 
firould not, diredliy or indiredtly, 
carry on any trade, but that he 
Ihould not be precluded from dif- 
pofing of fuch goods or merchan- 
dife aS might be on his hands un- 
fold at the time of his commencing 
governor.' 


O B S E R V A T I O N' S; 

The reader muft obferve that this oath was- 
drawn up notto be taken by lord CJii'c only,, 
but by future governors, who, as merchants, 
muft be fuppofed to have fome merchandife 
undlfpofed of at the time of th'eir coming to 
the chair. Lord Clive -himfelf: was not cn--' 
gaged in commerce. 


A proyifo was inferted. That he 
jhould not be prevented from pur- 
chafing diamonds or other precious 
ftones, provided he did not difpofe 
of the fame by way of barter or fale 
in the Eafi Indies, or from remitting 
his fortune to England by bills, or in 
any other fhape. 

That he would not lend money 
at a higher rate of interefl than ten 
per. cent. ■ . - 


It may be proper to remark that there 
were only two ^eligible or perhaps Ari^tly 
legal) modes of remitting private fortunes to 
England, the one by bills on the company, 
the other by diamonds. Every man preferred 
the former when be could obtain it, as the 
leaft hazardous. 


The company’’s fervants, even by permif- 
fion of the court of- direflors, had a right 
to lend money at twelve per cent. and. the. 
common praiSliee had been to lend at two 

and 
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^ "i v.i^, and -three per cent.' per .irienfem.- Jt would 

! . have been very.ridiculous.ira governor, upon 

not being able to procure the remittance of 
all his fortune, fliould not have had the 
' ■ . powerbf'lendihgatarhoderaterateofinte- 

. reft, which ten :per cent, moftnertainly. is ill 
that country. . It is not more than, equiva- 
. j . lent, to five per cent, in England. 

That, he, would .not .receive any Ifwaspofiiblc that former covenants might 

•prefent. from . any of the country • 

which followed it,..made all evafion imprac- 
powers exceeding the. amount ipe- jjcablc 

cified in his covenants witli the-.. 

company. . ... . . , . ^ 

That he would -not receive any ■ The. commiffion upon -'the mint, coral, 
fee or gratuity -for- the difppfal of. and freight flnps is fixed, and belong to the 
~ ' 1 / ' povernor by lontr ufage, and by- the appoint- 

anv office or employment whatior ° ^ i fc> o> j 

’ ■ ^ -nient .of :the -.company ; It amounts’ to .a 

ever, the . true intent and meaning . very trifling .fum» . 

.of the oath being, .that in confider- 
ation of -J- per cent, upon the 

JDd-ivn;2nec ccllections^ his. falary and . ' ' - . - - - 

^ated allowances,, cornmiffion up-- • r • 

pn -the .-mint, . coral, and • freight 
goods, and money lent .at ten per- 
cent. .intereft, no other, emolument 

.or advantage . whatfoever, either by- ... . 

trade or otherwife,.fhould accrue. to.. . . . , . 

■him as governor of Bengal.- . . 

This propofal bein^ approved by the council, a deed betw'een .lord Clive 
and the company, correfpondent with the oath, yvas executed and regifter- 
ed in the Mayor’s Court, hy which the governor bound - himfelf to the 
faithful performance of every claufe in the , penal fum of 150,000!. to. be 
forfeited in cafe he fhould a£t contrary to that indenture, one third to the 
informer, and two thirds to the company; recoverable upon proof .given 

in 
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in the court oF chancer}'-, exchequer, the mayor’s court at Calcutta,, before 

the court of aireftofs, or Ae couha^ ■ 

•Whether the trade of this fociety fo reftrained under the eye of a pre- 
fident, who, without the bias of intereft, might derive honour to himfelf 
by correcting the faults of others, was Icfs injurious to the natives than 
the trade carried on at^prefeht, the reader may determine. I v.dll venture 
to affert,. yvithout fear of contradiction, that vrhen the increafed .charge of 
40,000 ]. upon the revenues, is added to the lofs of duties, it will be found, 
-that the company have fuffered ntorc than 150,000!. per annum by over- 
turning this plan. 

To anfwer the arguments of every caviller, v.'ould be vmworthy thofc 
who with to. give information. FaCts are hated, the motives explained, 
and authentic papers referred to for .proof of ,my alTertions. This may 
be deemed- fufEcient by fome, for fo far only -the public intereft extends ; 
but I hope the candid reader wdll not thinh it ah improper intrufi on on his 
patience, if I proceed to refute- ah injurious ‘ afperfion thrown upon tlie 
character of the noble lord, who was a principal aCtor in the tranfaCtion 
here explained.- , . 

Lord Clive declared, in his letter to die court of directors, that his intention 
was to relinquifh his fliare of trade to the inferior fervanls. This de- 
claration was made upon a fuppofition that the inland trade would be 
prohibited, -and defigned as a means fo alleviate the diffatisfaftion which 
“ Jlich reJlriSliofis may occalion.” The company refoived to continue the 
inland trade. No reafon therefore exifted which could induce a man 
of honour to xefufe Xhat fhare in the Ibciety,’ vrhich was leftabliihed lor 
all fucceflive gofvernors, when a plan, framed in purfuance of orders from 
.diredors mnd proprietors, was carried into execution. 

But it is faid, lord Give declared, in a general court, that he-would 
return to England not enriched a Ihiliing by his expedition. This en- 
gagement he literally fulfilled. His fliares in the fociety of the firfi; year, 

for he had npne imthe'fecohd, ' together with his'commifiion on tlie reve- 
nues, 
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nuesj appear upon the public records. Thefe he diftributeT among the 
gentlemen who accompanied him to India ; and his intention' fo to do was 
known in England , as early as the 24th of March, 1,767; for on that 
day a ballot being taken on a queflion concerning the jaghire, the follow- 
ing declaration from a friend of his lordihip was. not only repeatedly 
publiflied in every news-paper, but induftrionfly circulated among the pror-,.- 
prietors of India hock.. ■ , . . 

“ That his lordfliip has been adding to his fortune is moft Untrue. His - 
“ friends defy the bittereft of ;liis . enemies to fupport the charge. A 
“ folemn afleveration in that relpectj-from lord Clive 'himfelf, was read: 
“ in court .by the friend to whom lord Clive addrefled his letter. ; and 
“ it is now fubmitted to print, in order to diferedit aflertions which 
are falfe, or elfe to rejnain in • public teftimony againft his lord-- 
« fhip.’» . , - ■ . 

'Extraci of a letter from lord Clive, dated Calcutta, ^otli Sept. 1765. 

“ That you may alTert with confidence the juftice of my caufe, I do 
“ declare by the God who made me,, it is my abfolute determination to 
“ refufe every prefent of confcquence ; and that I will not return to Eng- 
“ land ydth one rupee more than arifes from my jaghire. My profits' 
^ from fait lhall. be divided among thofe friends who have endangered'. 
“ their lives and conftitutions in attending me. ; The congratulatory na-- 
zirs*, &c. fliall befet oppqfite my extraordinary^ expences ; and if ought 
“ remains, it fliall go to Poplar, or fome other, holpital.” 

The account laft' mentioned was delivered to the council of Calcutta.:, 
upon his departure for England ; and the writer of thefe flieets can teftify~ 
that nothing did i^emain. On _the cohfraryj ' his lordfliip expended more - 
than, five thoufand pounds from his private fortune.. ' • 

* To' refufe complimentary, prefents, or, as they called in the letter, congratulatory naztrs,. 
ti'ould, in India, be deemed an affront. ' Prefents, to -a certain value, are therefore excepted in 
the covenants. 
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■ The reader flioiikl underhand ^Yhe'ncc this laft^ enga^cment, not to en-' 
rich himfelf, had ai-iicn. The inbdon, in' 176^1, to requeft lord Clive would 
again embark for India, was received wilh univerfal applanfc,- and imme- 
diately pafled unto a voter" Some 'g'cntlcmen: in the diredion, although 
they could not objed; to' thck'xpcdition, raifed obflacles to its cxecution in: 
every Jlagg of the. bafmefs. - They cohdemncd;thc powers to be given to 
the feled committee, although they thcmfclvcs had three months before, 
in a lefs alarming fituation of affairs, invcfled Mr. 'Vanfittart fingly with 
abfdlute authority had given' the fame powders to Mr. Vanfittart’s un- 
known fucceflbr, jointly with a feled committee ; nay, affigncd as a rcafoii 
'for not giving thefe powers to him alone, that they knew not vdio that 
fucceflbr might be. It vras at length infinuatcd, that the expedition was 
convenient to his lordflrip, uvho had ihc ol'jcBi wdth every other man 

in the company’s fervicc. ; Lord Clive . thought proper to contradid tliefe 
calumnies ; at the fame time declaring that he would not enrich himfelf 
by his voyage to India. It furely.will appear a very forced conflrudion 
of fuch an engagement, to contend that he ought not to apply, the ac- 
knowledged profits of his government to the reward of thofe whofe fer- 
vices' were necGflary to him in the difchargebf.his public duty. 

Thefe gentlemen went to India with the knowdedge of the diredors, but 
without any emoluments from the company. 'Unrefti'ained by covenants, 
they might have been eafily enriched by trade or prefents. Nurriberlcfs 
opportunities occurred 5 but it was thought more honourable to confer 
' upon them the known acknowledged rewards which the - governor might 
juftly have appropriated to -himfelf. . 

It has been afferted, -that the .jaghirewvas reflored to lord Clive upon his 
entering ..'into .tlie engagements before mentioried. Nothing is lefs true. 
It is. notorious, :lhat he, declared himfelf ready to' embark for India, and 
leave his- right to -the decifion of the law. . - When the .proprietors- requefted 
him to accept the government and command of their forces, the jaghire 
'Was depending in ehancery. ‘By the proceedings, m the caufe, it appears, 

* Sec the general letter Bengal, in February, 1764. 


that 
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that a curious reafon had been giv^n for withdrawing it, “ becaufe all 
cordiality had ceafed between the directors and his lordfhip.” This 
reafon not being conclulive with tlie proprietors, a propofal of accommo- 
dation was accepted, and the jaghire was fettled upon his lordfliip for 
ten years, if he fliould fo long live. The.diredors, in the.y^ar 1767, fen- 
fibleof his dilinterefted fervices in Bengal, propofed to a general court a 
prolongation of this term ; and, although fome oppofition v.'as made while 
the crown claimed a right to the company’s revenues, a farther term of ten 
years was afterwards added, by an unanimciis vote of the proprietors, Mr. 
Vanfittart himfelf fpeaking in fupport of the motion. 


S 
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/fhe IipppITibiE^^ Englifli Laws into Bengal, 

.with rfomeTcQbfervatipns on the Nature of thofe. Regulations 
which the -Manners and' Habits of t?he Natives may admit- 

I N the foregoing chapters of this work, the principal objefts of govern- 
ment are examined fo far as the power and influence of the Englifh 
have produced a change. The reader, who is converfant with the hiftories 
of more fettled ftates, will not be greatly furprifed if fome errors fhould 
appear, and will judge with temper the condudt of men, who, compelled 
by neceflity, have adled in a new^fcene, unaided by experience. If in 
Great Britain, where the form of our government has grown up to maturity 
in the courfe of feveral ages ; where the power of each magiftrate has un- 
dergone frequent difculflons from the united wifdom of fucceffive genera- 
tions ; where all authority is committed to the hands of men formed by 
education for their feveral jflations, and where the effeds of its exertion 
may be traced in our hiflory ; if, in a country like this, we are perpetually 
alarmed with fuppofed invafions of our rights, and frightful pidures of 
encreafmg defpotifm are daily held forth to terrify the people, what a por- 
trait might the dullefl: imagination exhibit of Bengal ? By minds open to- 
fuch impreffions, little regard will be had to the different manners and 
habits of a people ; to the enterprifing Mahomedan or Armenian oppofed 
to'the gentle native of India ; to the condition of conquerors living amidft 
a timid and fubmilTive race, like foldiers unreflraihedby difcipline; of men 
clamoroufly demanding the protedion of laws ill underftood and worfe 
applied, where intereft and paffion unite to confound all order, and where 
lordly traders, impatient of controul, hope to gratify their ovm fordid ava- 
rice in the general wreck. Such confideralions will have littk weight 
with many readers, who will eftimate our condud in the government of 

Bcnf^al by the rigid letter of thofe laws, which the more perfed polity of 
^ - Great - 
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Great Britain can alone admit. Witliout examining my own condvTa: 
by rules wliicli I do not imderRand, and which were not formed 
for the feene in which I afted, it will fully fatisfy my ambition, if to the 
candid and difpaffioilate I fliall appear to have purfued the interefts of my ■ 
employers, to have refpedted the rights of others, and to have deferved 
the charader of an honeft man. • - 

When lord Clive arrived in Bengal, in thhyear i'765i the Ehglifli had 
gradually advanced to that point, which rendered a continuance of their for- 
mer fyftem impoffible. The principles’ upon which the fubfeqlient" change - 
was conduded, the reader will examine by the motives which' our httiatidn ' 
at that time fuggefted ; and, df he willies to Tdrm* a juft 'jiidgmenfi' will ’ 
attend to the whole affairs of the company, both at home and abroad. I 
have here given a plain and artlefs narration of our tranfadions, and might ' 
nowdifihifs the fubjed, but that, after the' experiehce of more than twenty ' 
years, I feel myfelf inftigated to refift' tKofe wild opinions, which probably ' 
have arifen from ignorance of the country. To demonftrate the impdfti- ' 
bility. of introducing Englilh laws, or, indeed, any hew fyftem^ will not be 
difficult. To point out thofe alterations in governmerit,' by wdiich it'may ! 
be poffible to conned the welfare of Bengal with the in ter eft of Great ' 
Britain, is a more arduous tafk. I fliall attempt the latter part with extreme ^ 
diffidence and diftruft, fince our own experience ' is yet very imperfed, ^ 
and that of other nations can afford little affiftance. 

Men well verfed in hiftory too. often imbibe not the fpirit of nations. , 
They trace not the various means by which the minds of a people gradually 
unfold to civilization, by which men are moulded for the reception of ^ 
laws. They regard not .the flow growth of thofe opinions, which can . 
alone give effed to limitations of power in the magiftrate, but would tranf-' 
plant in -an ihftant a fyftem of laws eftablifhed -in this country by the pro- ■ 
greffive experience of ages, and impofc it on a diftant people whqfe reli- 
gion, whofe cuftoms, whofe habits of thinking, and manner of life equally.- 
prohibit the attempt. 

' ^ .S 2 
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. There are not errors of the vulgar. The philofophcr here only mifl'akcs.; , 
Aflv' the pcafant , his right to a field; his father enjoyed it before him. 
Let a clown bellightly beaten fora trcfpafs,.whom anadion_at lav/ would 
have ruined : he iinderfiands not the trial by jury, or the relation it bears . 
to our government ; yet he complains of arbitrary violence, and his caufe , 
is efpoufed by liis neighbours, as little informed as himfelf. 

This fpirit, this opinion of right, 'which gives force and efFeft to our 
laws, is matured by age, and tranfmitted from father to fon, like the., 
fiibjefts- to which it relates. If the northern nations who broke in 'upon . 
the Roman, empire could not relifli thofe beauties of art which are the im- . 
mediate objefis of fenfc, how can a people receive even beneficial provL- , 
fions, which have no exiftence but in the mind, are known but by their 
effeO;, and. which experience alone can approve ? Intricate laws among a . 
rude people may, like refinements in religion, be ufeful to men entrufied' 
with, the facred depofit. • The more anxious the care of the legifiator, the- 
more complex the limitations of power, the more occafions ofabufe wilf 
occur. Lawyers, like the priefts. of old, will judge of the duties of men ; 
by the interefts of their own order, and the oppreffed fubje’dl will feel the,- 
inftitijtion a burthen witliout reaping the fmalleft advantage. Even fup— 
po.fing.men of enlightened minds and tried integrity to prefidc, their influ— ’ 
ence -vdll fcarcely be felt. The dread of the Engllfh name has proved a 
plentiful fource of bppfefli'dn in. the hands of private men. Shall we add' 
a complicated fyftem of' laws to impofe on a timid and indolent i-ace.?' 
Who will underhand his rights ? Who will apply to our courts for re— 
dfefs? Thus to-lelTen the powers of government, muftwe fly to anarchy, 
and render every Englilh gomaftah the interpreter of his- own claims 
There are fome notions of juftice not confined to time and place, derived*- 
from the neceflary intercourfe of men, and common to- every climei..^ 
Thefe are the foundations, of all government, and from fuch finiple be- . 
ginnings muftour fabrick be reared. To render- all righta plain and fim— , 
pie, to remove rather the occafion- than means of oppreflion, and to enforce' 
a'prompt adminiftration of juftice, according- to the primary laws of all. na- 
tions, can alone be fafely attempted,. 


This 
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. This fubjcT dcfcrvcs a fuller difeuffion. Let us therefore defeend 
fpinewliat into detail. Pcrfonal contradls form a confiderable titlp'in ever^r 
code; and here different nations approach nearcft.to each other.- Our 
law of contrails is greatly borrowed from the, civil law, which has been, 
adopted with feme little variation by all the other, nations of Europe,. 
The commentaries upon the, Koran, as far as. they regard matters of con- 
trad, arc, I ajn, told, chiefly derived, from -the fame law, eftabliflied in 
the Greek empire, and arc received, fubjed to tlic arbitrary will. of the: 
prince and his officers, wherever tlie Mahomedan religion prevails.. 

- The truth is, that there can be little diverfity, vidierc alfmen have the: 
fame intention, and exprefs it nearly in the fame manner.' No fooneh do- 
mutual neccffitics beget an exchange of commodities, than the nature of 
a fale is pcrfcdly undcrRood.. If I rclinquiffi; my horfe, and accept. the 
price, in no; quarter of the world, can this; fimple tr, anfadion.be mif- 
uikcn.. So he that receives goods from a merchant without mention of 
price, tacitly engages to pay their- real value, in the- market. So likewife. 
he that employs a perfon to tranfad bufincfs; or perform any- work, un- 
dcrt.akcs to pay him as much as. his labour, dcfcrvcs. Yet even here fome 
divcrfitics will. occur in the laws of, different Rates.. Not- to mention the- 
v.arious caufes or confidcrations of contr.ading,, every agreement has a re- 
lation not to the parties only, but to all around them, to the government,, 
to-the Rate, of commerce, to the. police of the -country.. . 

; Public rights are e\’-cry- where more expofed than private. The ex- 
tent of the former renders them.lcfs fubjed. to infpedion, .and the officers' 
employed have little.intereRdn -their- defence. In the moR. free. countries, 
the magiRratc is therefore, armed with extraordinary powers, andds per- - 
mitted to vindicate, his. claim, -.when a^ lapfe of tinae feems to- have eRab— 
liflied the right in, another.. Where fliall this privilege end? What fu- ■ 
perior. .remedies,. Riall ' the magiRratc poffefs ? ! Into what hands fliall he 
follo^,\^the. property of his. debtors ? or .wliat tranfadions .ffiall he be per-- 
mitted . to, unravelf 


Again, . 
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, , ^.5 >‘Vious credit prevair-in the dealings of different ha- 

tiop^, but in nbrie' 'are all" ehgagenien ts’ ■imhiediatelye.y.QznlQi, Upon -what^ 
iiiutuartiiidertaEiiig niiiil tire coiitrad; be-foiindedy by what evidence :fup- 
poi-ted, before the' iridividuai can call'' upon the.magiftrate<for affiftance ? 
Wheil iliall it be' cbnfidered-^a's his'duty t6''mterfere ? What procefs againfl 
the perfon. ‘jiiair the-''dredttoV"derft'ahd ?’^"'Whait- pumffi^^ to' 

.enforce the payment d? debTs'?;Whht’uhequaI xontra(as^^ creditor; 
be admitted .to refcind ?' ' T- , /, 


. Thefe^are qu^ffions^ which no general reafoning can enable us to an- 
fwer,' but, which the' priidenf legillator muffed eterniine, ' with a view to the 
prefent fituation and comniert’e'of his fuBjeds;. - - / ■ - - ' . . 


V The' Kiiiigry 'and ndceffitbiis will ever cdminit'-'depredations op- pro- 
perty.'' Tliis'is an evil whifch nhe ‘-public ''are Concerned to reprefs,;-ahd' 
encoiifagemeftt inuft be' given to- the, owner in piirfuit,; whether the in-; 
jury be ah bpen' and violent^ or a' fecr'et‘-th'eft. ,, To .'what cafes fliall -tliis 
right extend ? By what transfer oEpoiTeffion fliall the property be changed ?: 
Shall" the rule vary,' as the thing- taken can be-more eafily conveyed or con- 
c'ealed'?" " How’ fhall" we 'decide bethreen the intereft -'of ..aTak' purchafer. oii 
oiie haiid,' and "thd ' claim' of ■ a ■ ■meritdrioiis 'profecutorcofv crimesi; himfelf 
equaily ihno'ceht^ Equally ' injured on the other?* Thefe, ^and; innumerr. 
able like points, muft- finalLy depend on fhe.- date and-condition of: a na-; 
tion;"andhe, who is in the fmalleft degree converfant with the, hiftory 
of laws in any country,'- muff -.have; obferved,'/ that .they rperpetuaHyyary 
with the varying 'condition of-a people.' As Well might We. tranljdant thet 
full-grown oak'to the banks of the Ganges, as -dream that any part of a*. 
hode, matured by the patient iabours of fucceffive - judges , and, legillators, 

in this iiland, 'can poffibiy cOaiefcb with the. cuiloms'of Bengal. ■ 


To purfue our chain of reafoning, it Will be- necefiary to' inveffigate the- 
dome.aic relations of private life. ' Tdere- the -intelligent reader will dif-'; 
cover that different' nations diverge, as it were, llili farther, from thedom^i 
mon centre, until climate, religion, and law^s- confpiring, have formed 
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creatures fo cliffimilar to each other, as iwght tempt one to 'rank them. 
imder difFcrcnt fpccics. As well m.ight we expea that the Hindoo could' 
change, his colour, as that Icvcral millions of people fhould' renounce in 
an inRant thofc cuftoms, in which they have lived, wliich habit has con- 
firmed, and religion has taught them to revere. If this were accom- 
pliflicd, more than half our work \vould yet remain. They muft not 
only renounce old, but afliimc new manners. ..The man mufl be' again 
created ; and this prodigy be clFcaed by unknown laws, repugnant to 
every tiling he had heard, feen, or felt. 

It is common to uninformed man, in every ^ quarter of the globe, to 
judge rather from the perceptions of fenfe, than tlie cooler refinements of 
reafon. This habit of thinking pervades his whole conduct. The dif- 
tant relation to die magi/lratcs is forgotten, while the benefits derived 
from the father or maflcr make a lively imprcflion on the mind. Remove 
the impulfc of fear, and the former relation depends wholly on an opi- 
nion of remote advantage, the growth of which no experience of pro- 
tection in dcfpotic Rates can’ grc<1lly favour. A defeCt of government 

• naturally tends to draw clofer the tics of private life, and the individual 
unprotected from yitlioiit, fhrinks into the fmaller focicty, 'where all the. 
afledtions of his heart concentre. A country without police provides no 
afylum for dlflrcfs. .Tlie poor look up to the hand that feeds them, and. 
experience of a maftcr’s indulgence produces a more ready fiibmiffion to- 
■his power, llian to that of a judge, wliofc condua is equally unrcflrained 
by rule., This, is not confined merely to .domeaic -fervants, but ex- 
tends equally to mamifadurcrs employed by the merchant. With- 
out this- authority the maflcr would fear to advance ■ his money, and the 

• viorkman be unable to procure cither the means of fubfiRence, or the ma- 
terials of his work. 


V7hcn CofiTim Ally Cawn claimed the full dominion of His country,, 
and bitteil) inveighed againfl the Englifli for encroaching, upon the offi- 
cers of Ins government, it was univcrfally underRood that he claimed no- 
power over the weavers, &c. in the Englifli pay.- . Throughout.Mr. Tan- 

£.ttai'tT. 
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■ fittart^s •'NaiTative this' is hVhry whete fiippbfed, rand- the -Nahdh, in atifwer 
"to the laE treaty propofeh,' d'eclaresV “‘Wheile-vtr the chiefs and gbmaftahs 
of your -factoriesdnterriipt hof -my peoplef and'' the -'dependents "on the 
government, my officers'alfd will not interfere ^vith the weavers,' py- 
carsj and odiers nfually depenientoA ^mur faftoriesf ’ ; , • ' 


That Mr. ^^ahfittart underftood tliis |)ower hbf to he reliriqniflied in his 
treaty, though the right appeared' too plaiii' to be'-exprefsly ' inferted,- is 
'evident, from his minute in Corifultatiohsi tire fifft -‘of February, '’1763. 


This authority was afterwards abufed, when the company became grand 
monopolizers of the tradci But the intereft of common mafters abun-' 
dantly fecurdd the fen^anf from oppreffion,^ieft he fliould feek for pro- 
•teOion elfewhere. „ ‘ 


Such .heing the prevailing habits 'among tire natives of Bengalf it is 
• difficult to conceive a more ridiculous feehe, .than a' grave judge, ' arrayed 
in his robes of dignity, difeourfing before the fimple Indian of implied 
hirings for a year j of ftatutes compelling labourers to' work, ' and mafters 
■to employ; of apprenticefliips ; of indentures ; of the neceflary^quali^i- 
' cations for the exercife of trades, and the incapacities confequent on . neg- 
left; where relief may be given by one magiftrate, ' and where redrefs 
muft be fought from another. He might pronounce a very graceful' pa- 
negyric upon the noble policy of our Engliflr law, upon the , generous 
equality fublifting in the inferior relations of life, and the elevated fenti- 
ments itis fitted to iitfpire. All this may be juft, would the native ob- 
' fej:;:\’'e, but I Icnow not the judge, and how- can I believe him my fi'iend ? 
Tf my mafter forfakes me; to whom flrall I look for fupport ? dr how 
■ ean I expeft proteiftion from thofe who- derive no advantage from my 

labour "'i 


A plurality of wives is admitted throughout the Eaft. It is a law de- 
rived from the climate. “ Women in hot climates, fays the prefident 

* In Bengal the people are fo far from fuppofmg juftice due from the magiftrate, that one 
quarter of ihcpropcrty in dUpute belongs to the judge, ns a reward for his trou c. 

Montefquicu, 
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Montefqtiieu, “ are marriageable at eight, nine, or ten years ; they are 
old at twenty. It is therefore extremely natural, that in thefe places a 
“ man, v/hen no law oppofes, fliould leave one wife to take another, and 
' that polygamy fliould be introduced.” Our laws, formed in a temperate 
climate, where the eharins of women are better preferved, where they 
arrive later at maturity, and their reafon accompanies their beauty, have 
■ adopted the natural equality between the fexes, and- allow but one wife. 
The children of others are confidered as baftards, the relation of parent 
and child is dilTolved, and they arc not permitted to inherit, 

i 

A dying father diftributes his effects. He gives the bulk of his for- 
tune to the fon of his favourite, making a proper provifion for all.' The 
happy man enters on the pofleffion, and enjoys it for years, ^vith the ap- 
probation of all around him. Laws are now difcovered, by v/hich the 
marriage of his mother is void % and the teftament of his fatlier an- 
nulled f . The poor WTCtch is dragged before our courts, and committed 
to a dungeon, until he produces the money, which he has innocently 

• fpent. In vain would he implore their mercy, and deprecate a punifh- 
ment he had never deferved. The judge might commiferate, but could 
not redrefs, for the rules of private property no power can fufpend. Thus 

, Ihould we teach the encircling fpedtators to admire our jullice, and blefs 

- the hands that had impofed the yoke. Could we even tear the feelings of 

- nature from their hearts, the gaping creatures would wonder at the vi- 
olence, without underftanding the objedl to be attained. 

Marriage is a ftate connedted with the former relation, and inftituted 
for'the better performance of a parent’s duty. It varies," however, in dif- 
ferent countries, not only as to forms and folemnities, the age of con- 
. tradting, and the rights of property conveyed, but' likewife as to the 

• 'power and dominion of a hufband. It is a happinefs to live in thofe cli- 

’* The common law of England never allowed polygamy, 
t 29 Car. II. c. 3. regulates the forms of teftamentary difpofitions. 

T - mates, 
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■:Tniates, wliicli permit a frcfe- communication, where that Lex; who ha^e- 
•jnloJl-charnis, ‘embellini 'without corrupting .fbcietp. 

This happinefs, however, cannot Le the lot of every nation. In di- 
■’’mates where marriage is contradled at an early age, before reafon affumes- 
• her empire, where the paflions are quickened by the near approach of the 
fun, and 'morality ferves only to awaken rcmorfe, the confinement of wo- 
'men univerfally prevails., « Thpfe, fays the. prefidentMontefquieu, who- 
“ confider the horrible crimes,- the treachery^ .the black villainies, the 
“ poijfbnings, the affafii nations, which the liberty of women has produced at. 

■ Goa, and in the Pbrtuguefe fettlements in the Indies,where religion permits’v 
' ‘‘ only orie wife and who compare's, them with the iimocence and purity of. 

‘•^ ' manners of the women of Tuirky, Perfia, Mogulfian, China, andja— 
“ ' pan, ' will cl early fee,’ that it- is frequently as neceflary to fcparate them-. 

■ “ 'from the men,, when tliey have but. one,, as.when they have many.” ' 

' If this accbunt be jufi:, .and it is. fupportetl . by the. 'relation of travellers,, 
the 'conEnement of women is- a law that cannot be changed. Through- 
out India .the 'practice hioft certainly prevails, and isclofely connededwitli' 
the manners and religion- of the people. The 'Hindoo, not lefs than the 
Mahometan, dreads the expbfal'bf his women is \he wbrfi: difiionour.. 
IVIr. Scrafton informs us-,' “ that nothing hurt SufFfaz Cawn (a- former fu- 
bahdar of Bengal) fo much, as the difgrace he 'piit ' on his richeft- fub- 
“ jed:, Jaggut Seat.’ Hearing that his fon was married to a ydiing iady' of 
^ “ exquifite beauty, . he infilled on. a fight of her; -All the father’s remon- 
« ilrances were vain. He Taw' her, and Tent her.'back, pofiibly uninjured.. 

“ But the very feeing her in a country, where women are concealed, Was- 
an injury not to be forgiven.”’ “ Women,” fays Mr; Bow, ^‘-are fo 
« facr^d in India, that even the common foldiery leaVe 'them uiimolelled 
“ in. the midll of llaughler and devallatioh. THe Haram is a Tahd-ukfy 
“ aigainft all the licentioufnefs of viaory-; and ruffians, covered with the - 
blood of a hulbahd, %rmk’ hack with confiifion- from the Tecret - apart- 
, '^Tmients of his wives.”^ 


'Shall 



^GOAT’liU'NMENT IN BENGAL. . 139 

•'.'Shall our writs of liberty unlock tliefe facrcd reccfles? fhall no reve-- 

■ rencc be thought due to the honour of a hulband ? or fliall we difregard- 
t)ic condition of m wife, incapable of governing herfelf? fliall our courts 
•of juflice become the authors of outi*age, which the bloody' ruflian would 
;fear to commit ? Thus, in defpite of nature, fliall we diflblve the ties of 

■ domeflic life, without fubflituting any government in their place, and 
.force the fervant, die child, and the wife, to renounce their- dependence, 
unable to. afford them protedion. 

Our notions of man arc two frequently taken from the 'poliflied citizen 
■■of Britain ; arid we rudely imagine him to be the fame creature in every., 
.'■flate. We forget- that fociety has -a progrefs, as well as the individual. 
"Man may exift, where the -cirizen is unknown. With growing laws 
-the latter gradually unfolds, until, 'affured of protedion, each individual 
looks around -ndth confidence for the objeds of his feparate purfuit, and 
becomes- unmolefled the .artificer of his own fortunes. But as %vell might 
w'e exped the frivolous gallantry of a Frenchman in the wilds of America, 
as hope that minds deprefled by defpotifm can embrace the idea of a com- 
:nion intcrcfl, or conceive the domhrion of laws. 

I < 

If the civil rights eflabliflied in Great Britain cannot be adopted by the 
nnhabitants of Bengal, to impofe our criminal code, will be found yet 
.-.more impradicable. This head of laws has lefs, relation to individuals, 
'.than to the whole, to the government with its dependencies, to the efta- 
'bliflied religion, to the domeflic and foreign interefls of the flate. The 
natural rights of men mufl be proteded in er’^ery- country ; but the means 
of affording even this protedion muft relate to the habits of the mind; and 
example would lofe its effed, unlefs experience of benefit kept pace with 
the punifhment of crimes. It is difficult to.fpeak with temper of fubjed- 
ing nations to laws, which they cannot underfland; of infliding punifh- 
ment, where there can be no intention to offend ; and of enforcing regu- 
lations without anobjed, becaufe the neceffities of -a diflant -people, diffi- 
milar in foil, in climate, in fituation, in morals, manners, religion, and 

T 2 - habits 
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habits of life, have extorted thefe provifions from their ruler s. To; ana- 
lyze a fubjedt of fuch extent will be difficult. To contraft the laws, man.-- 
ners, and-cuftoms of two feparate nations, will require a knowledge I do 
not poJdefs, a labour which I care not to employ. Yet a part of the fub- 
jeft may deferve our attention, and afford both profit and pleafure for • 
our toil. , , ■ 

In the firft clafs of crimes are ufually ranked fuch adtions as diredtry 
ffrike at the very being of the ftate. High treafon is every where fevere- 
ly pimiffieJ, but in a country jealous of its liberty, among a people de- 
voted to their laws, where neverthelefs a fmgle magiftrate poffeffes an ex- 
tenfive authority, this crime will be ftridtly defined. The ftatute of trea- 
fons relates wholly to the immediate admin iftratibn of the king. Our' 
judges have very liberally expounded thefe provifions, and conftrued every 
adtion fubverfive of government, to • be- either “ imagining the king^s- 
“ death” — “ levying war againff him” — “- or giving comfort and aid- to- 
‘‘ his enemies.”' 

Let Britiffi laws be adopted' In Bengal, the prefid'ent of our- fettlemeny- 
will poffefs neither power nor prerogative, but will fink to a level with 
the meaneft. The name is. unknown to our judges ; and -violence to; his 
perfon muff be adjudged a private injury.. It rnay even be doubted w;he- 
ther correfpondence with an enemy of the company, fuppLying him with, 
military ftores, difciplining- his army, and affifting his councils, would 
fubjedt an offender to the penalties of treafon.. Should fuch doubts pre- 
vail, every check interpofed might be deemed an. injury ;. every puniffi- 
ment inflidted be an arbitrary violation, of law. Not only the great bonds 
of fociety will be broken, . but all public rights, relative either to domeftic. 
government or. external- defence, be deftroyed, becaufe Engllffi laws re- 
late, to the executive, power, of the ftate entrufted in very different hands. 

. Thus would, the whole fabric of government be diflblved, and every 
power- annihilated, where the dominion of a few ftrangers over a- multi- 
tude .of natives, will require a jealous, adlive, and vigorous adminiftra- 

tion 
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tion for its fvipport ; and where the fubjedt accuftomed to defpotifm will 
regard as weaknefs in his rulers, even the ordinary delays of juftice. 

Our laws would be equally deftrudive of the people, .as ruinous to the 
government of Bengal. Not to rnention the laws relative to religion and do- 
medic policy, not to enumerate the long * * * § train of felonies created by par- 
liament, the rigid punifliinent of a very few fpecies of crimes might deluge 
the country with blood. 

Women in the Eafl are transferred with little f ceremony, and whether' 
they be wives or concubines, the men feldqin await their confent. Were 
our laws of rape and rules of :); evidence enforced, one half of the males 
would incur the penalty of death. I mean not to juftify their praftice, 
but beg leave to fuggefl; that the fword of juftice, when too deeply ftained 
with blood, may prove but an indifferent corredor of the morals of a na- 
tion. It has before been remarked that the ncceffities of a people extort 
many laws from their rulers, fome of a very fanguinary nature, which even 
the lavage defpot would condemn, when applied to a different ftate of fo- 
ciety. The amazing extent of public and private credit in Great Britain, 
has induced our Icgiflators to pilhifti forgery with death. Under this law 
a native of Bengal was condemned in the year J765. But fo extravagant 
did the fentcnce appear, where experience had’ never ftiggefted the prin- 
ciple, fuch the difproportion in their eyes between the puniftiment and 
crime, that the principal inhabitants of Calcutta expreffed their aftonilh- 
ment and alarm in a petition to the governor and council ; and upon a 
proper reprefentation, Radachurd Metre received a pardon §. 

Thefe, among many other inftances which might be given, will fuffice 
to prove the violent effeds of introducing the Englilh-laws. In other par- 
ticulars their defed, will be as confpicuous as in thele their excefs. 

* Not lefs ilian on& hundred and fixty capital felonies are created by a£ts of parliament.. /; 

t When coibnel Clive defeated Surajali arDowfah, Meer Jaflicr fent to offer the colonel 
fome hundreds of. Surajah’s women who were taken in- the camp. . i( ' 

% Girls under ten years of age are incapable of confenting by our law, and therefore the- 
knowledge of them without violence is puniflsed with death. 

§ Vide Petition, App. p. 177, No. 6.3, 


A Hindoo 
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A Hindoo liad been, isribed to procure rome papers belonging. to a gen- 
tleman who died in the; compan}^’s jfervice. . The fon, caught- him in the 
fad ; and, in revenge of his treachery, compelled him to fwallow a fpoon- 
fill, of broth. Ridiculous as. the punifliment may feem,. it was attended 
with very ferious .consequences.. No fooiier was his pollution known, than 
•he was degraded from his caft, .loft all tire benefits of fociety,.. arid - was' ' 
.avoided .as a leper. by his. tribe. . .When .a man is thus difgraced, he is, 
thenceforward obliged to herd with the Hailachores, -who can “ fcarcely 
“ be ..called, a tribe, being -the refufe of all tribes. Thefe are. a fet of poor 
■“ .unhappy wretches deftined. to-mifery from. their birth., They perform 
“ all the vileft offices of life,, bury, the dead, and-earry .away, every thing. 

that is polluted. They are held in fiich. abomination, that,, on the Ma-. 
•“ labar fide of India, if one of thefe chances to touch a man of a fuperior, 

“ tribe, he draws his fabre, and cuts him down on the .ljmt, without any 
■“ check from his own confcience,. or from the laws of the country>’’ In 
this miferable fituationu was the Hindoo, when lord Cli.ve defire.dtlie Bra- 
-mins .to.aflemhle, and confider, if there could be no remiffionof an imm- 
duntary deviation from their law. After many confultatiohs, a fimilar cafe 
■was faid to have .been difeovered. .in .the .facred books.;- but although the 
Braiiilns affeded a corripliance, the man. was Jiever, reftored to his, caffi 

Their Mahomedan governors often take advantage of this principle, 
when they want to-oxtort money; and. fo highly do the Hindoos value 
their religious purity, •;that.after they 'hay e borne the fevereft corpord.pu- 
miftiment rather -than' difeover. '.their wealth,v a threat, of defilement will ef- 

fed what torture has attempted in vain. ' iShould this fpecies of oppref- 
fion be now pradifed in Bengal> what adequate puniftiment could our law 
dnflidfor fo atrocious an injury ? or how:;can We -teach the natives to. ac- 
knowledge ourjuftice, when .rights dearer to him-than life, are left wholly 
.unproteded,? - • 

I % 

Happily for the Inhabitants of Bengal, this abfurd and extravagant . 
fyftem of tranfplanting Englifti laws, whiefi have grown from the pecu- 

* Mr. Scrafeon’s Refledions on ihe Governtnentof lndoftan. 
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‘liar neccffitles of a people in the courfc of feveral centuries, to a country 
where the occafions of cnading them never had an exiflence, is not more 
ridiculous in fpcculation, than impollible in pradtice. . Independent of the 
difficulty arifing from their abhorrence of oaths, and their ignorance of the 
language in which our laws are conceived, how impoffible would it be to 
promulgate them to many millions of people; or how could the inagiT- 
trates obtain a hnowlcdgc of tranfgreirors, when the nation were imac— 
quainted with rules to which the idea of offence muff relate ?. 

He who v>nll confidcr how fmall a portion of what we deem' rights' 
in civil fociety, are derived from,the firff impreffions of nature, and that 
all beyond are mere creatures of law, fupported. by habits - of enjoyment: 
on one fide, of acquiefcencc on the other, will readily conceive the vio- 
lence with which a fudden change muff operate on the feelings of man— 
• kind. It is wtII known that the experiment has already been tried witff 
a nation lefs diffimilar than thc Hindoos to our own, but without fuccefs:- 
The power of conquerors in Canada could give only a nominal' exiflence- 
to our laws. They were cflabliflicd indeed by the magiflrate, yet rejeiffed 
by the people ; and property is now diflributed according to their, former 
cufloms, unfupported by public authority.^ 

We come now ‘to fpeak of thofe regulations which the ff'ate and condition 
of the people may permit. Here it firff occurs, that -Bengal muff be go- 
verned by a few'ffrangers from this couhtryv who will not renounce their 
la-ws, or the liberty which in this ifland they enjoy. To enforce thefe 
rights courts of jufliccmufl be eflabliflied,. and Europeans an our fettle- 
ment beTubjeded to the civil and criminal laws of Great Britain. But, -as 
this inequality of condition might uphold the tyranny of individuals oyer 
‘the naftyes, all Europeans (except -gentlemen. upon'-,a(auaKfeiwice):fliould 
be confined to the feveral fettlcments of the fconipany*. 

Why cannotthe liberty thus fecured to Europeans be extended througli- 
. out the province ? If the reader be not yet fatisfied, a momentary attenr- 

* Some exceptions may be admitted, -with permiffion of the governor and councilj 

Tioni 



.144 


,-A- VIEW -OP THE ENGLISH ' , 

tion will convince aim, that it is inconfiftent- with the nature- of that 

- goverament of which alone the people are capable, and repugnant to that 
relation which they now bear to Great Britain. 

■ All free governments have their foundation in the natural equality of 
mankind. The forms , of fuch governments, by diftributing political 
power among the feveral orders of men, nurture this principle in the minds 
of a nation ; - wdiile the principle itfelf gives life, vigour,' and effed to the ' 
laws. Thefe forms, thefe laws, and this principle, without which the 
laws would be worfe than a. dead letter, are, nevefthelefs, the growth of 
ages. Their gradual progrefs, and the aid which they mutually afford 
to each other, cannot be better underftood than from the hiftpry of our 
own-country, whofe government is a model of political perfedioh. But 
the execution of our laws fuppofes a people educated under them; and 
were it poffible to infufe this .fpirit into the natives of Bengal, we inftantly 
•emancipate them from fubjedion to ourfelves. . ' 

The forms of adminiftering juftice in different countries are regulated 
by the fame caufe, and the fimplicity of laws will be greater or, lefs under 
different governments. “ If ,we examine,” fays the prefident Montef- 
quieu, “ the fet forms of juftice, in refped to the trouble the fubjed 
“ undergoes in recovering his property, or in- obtaining fatisfadion. for , 
“ an injury. or affront, we fhall find them, doubtlefs, too many ; but, if 
“ we confider them in the relation they have to the liberty and fecurlty 
“ of the fubjedi we fhall often find them too few.” . The fame ingenious 
-- author adds, “ 'that when a perfon renders himfelf -abfolute, he imme- 
. “ diately thinks of fimplifying the laws.” The reafon which he there 
gives is common to the people with their rulers: “ They are moie affed- 
: ed with particular inconveniencies than the liberty of the fubjed.” 

For this reafon . no' complex adminiftration of juftice can ever exift, but in a 

- free government ; and the fimplicity of their ancient laws muft be conti- 
' nued to a people long accuftomed to defpofifm like the natives of India. 


) 
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Toprcferve to a conquered , nation their laws, cuftoms, arid magrftrates', 
humanity, juftice, and found ;p6'licy' will, equally '.demand. ... To conn eft this 
government, fo preferved, wdth'thal; o£. Great .Britain, .may well defer^e 
the attention of parliament. How this cari be' efFefted we now proceed 

to examine. 

Delegated power in Afia has ever been moderate in the exercife. 'The 
reafon is obvious ; tlie'intereftof thedefpot has no relation to the palTions 
and follies of his fervant, who is readily facrificed- when he affords caiife 
of complaint, or interrupts the tranquillity of his m'after; On flic con- 
trary, when gOA'ernors are enfr lifted by free ftates with’ Sbfolute- power over 
a conquered people; this authority has always been abiifed. Witriefs' the 
defolation of the Roman provinces;' where the laws againft pebula'tioh ratherr 
increafed the oppreffion. In free ftates, it is impoffible to inflift an ade- 
quate puriiflriricnt upon- a man whofc criminalty can be afeertaine'd by ho 
f fettled rules, but muft refult from the whole of his conduft. The' power, 
of the judge in a free country is limited by the ftrift letter of law 5 and 
the formalities of juft Ice increafe in proportion to the value which is fet bm 
on the honour, fortune, liberty, and life of the fubjeft. 

The nature of the people, and the- relation iii which they ft'ahd to us,' 
render impoffible a free government' in Bengal ; and our laws; are inade- 
quate to the controul of diftant governors armed with fuch extenfive au- 
thority as muft ever be upheld in India'. If becomes nee'effary, therefore, fb 
interpofe fome check upon the fpot, arid give the natives an adihiniftraliori 
of juftice not immediately dependent upon the will of their rulers.V ’ Affum- 
ing alfo the propofition, that we muft continue to the natives ' their laws- 
and cuftoms, both civil and religious, it follows, that the judges who ad- 

,* This is the caufe why the tnogul gbvernnieiu was more toletable In the province's, than 
that of the independent nabobs andTubahdars; 

t On the other , hand, the flri£f letter of our laws may' cbhdemn aft's not' only' innocent biif 
laudable, and even'ncceflary; It AVill b'e' ahfurd'to judge of tbi condu6i’ of a gffoerndr"^^ arefe- 

rence to rules fitted for a very different- fituatioti of iheivand'things; 

U toini- 
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minifter juRkc miiH;. he taken’ fi-om among>- thcmfelves. -As ‘thfs \TOuIdf 
Jead.to intlependency, it is ncceffaiyp that the governor, and counciij' beini 
the fupreme power- in. Bengal ^fliould have authority .'to ihiic - edifts yroni 
Jjme to timej. but as it is 'the nature of Icgiflatlonj' tliat its ''provlCwns 
flioiild be genera/, and not dircacd to par liciilar objed, .thefe- edicts 
ilioiilcl have no cffca until. — months after they had been regiftered in 
the fupreme coitrt of Englifli judicature.;' > ' : ' ^ r ' • 

• f * • * ■ ' ' ' 

Laws have no powers iinlefs the' obfervance b'c -enforced by die fmdtioit-i 
of puniflmient ; and as a conquered people arc to be held in fubjeclioni^. 
this power miifl refide in the conquerors. Were this authority .entriifted to’ 
the legiflato'rs, two povTi'S, which ought- ever to bediilingujflicdj hcihg' 
united in the fame perfons- would be liable to abufe.. . i 


' The fupreihe jhdges' of our EngTifli eburtf who will have 'ho oth'd- ‘cbri-Li 
cern- with ‘the- ordinary' adminiilratidh of juifdce thrbugli6ut-the*country/. 
fhoiild therefore puniili die native judges for nonobTcrvance of- the edids,’ 
refufal to hear-and determine, or for grofs partiality-and .corruption-; ’ 


c-i. J y 


•Svich a government would be too limited in its operations to reprefs’. 
crimes which immediatel)'' affeid: its fafety. Xn'fihite would be'the-means‘-of ‘ 
corifpiring againft the hate Jc'ondemricd by no- prc.viousdaW. 'While, there^'- 
fore, the- ordiiiary adminiflratidh of jiifliceicontihues 'iii-d'dier haiidsi a-po-‘ 
Ikical powef jof; puniflimcnt muh exift in the gdvcr'her; and xoiihciV like- to ' 
that aflumed' by the prince in' thenabfdlutc mGnarcliies - of Europe. ''This- 
power mi^Iit extend, to fending. Europeanshome,- and topimifh'in another:' 
manner, tlfe native of India h 




* Whether the diftributipn ofjuftice might not -he rendered more pure and uniform, by gtf- 
Ing an appellate jurifdiction' to a -court in which Englifli judges might prefide affifted /by natives, _ 
may deferve the attention of the legiflature ; but to inveil Europcans .with'the original.judica--- 

tuce throughout tli*^ country -would b.eproduftive of infinite oppreffionv - 

f In.aH . countries, /a power oX this nature is ^exci;ted^upoh ejttraofdinary'occafions; Withms, it< ' 
refides in pavliament ; and their. a^sfor tlusp,urppfe arc. Called, atSls. of attainder. 


Our 
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: rOur o-overnmefit-wM *y6t ^‘aiiake'tile''greateft"impei-fe(^ -iiitident to'-'a 
defpbticiftateMrrlts' exilleilce -'can-' al6ni& be •pVeferv'e,d%y-=Sbidme^^^^ aririiv 
\vliicli}ExpeneiiceJIii¥,’evei*:tauglit are Itb'HiinId formidable ■'to abfoliitefulersi'- , 


v/hofc: interefts areuabt blepdedc^with tdiofe.bf.aiiy order of menP ^ 
gal, this, ;army V.is ^motdoS^er cbmpofed .:of , natives^ jwhilei all ■ dominion' 
througiibnKtkbjcbjintn)y:haS;bpen:_tranferred^.tOc.arfewdlrangers;:.-3l^^ 
dent, therefore, of the encouragement due from every fate to the culti- 
a^ator of );h'e .land,:, without-infifting- upon' the Gphfequent;'increafe of popu- 
lation, and: comnierce, regard to^our, own fafety-requifes' l'hat ive-lhould' 

'give ■theriiativeia permi£inentointefeft:in':thecfoiI',;, andteachvhimVto eonfider- 
tiie .prefervation pfliis ^^own jforfuneslias involved witb the ^fafefy of -• liis‘ 


inafterVH' : v/;. 


•,.;7 ii: 
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• 'Should: this arrangement' hre .'attempted: by -gf anting 'finttll * portibns-' of' 
land:al: a ‘inod.erate':. rent,'';fhould lithe {righfcaf ;the: tenaht\beyeiddenced:by 
a-egifters ;of thefb ppttahs or leafes, .eftabliAxedan' .e^?:ery diftridt, perhaps- -the - 
fecurity of fuch a tenure -might prove an, in-vutation to other prbprietors.l 
Thofe who poflels lands by claims of a different nature .might gladly re-- 
•linquifh a part of -the profits-fqra title y^hich -could :never; be .queflioned.i 
While the peninfula of India fwarms with inhabitants, the wafte lands of 
Bengal could not long remain uncultivated. With an improving revenue, 
the -company -.might remit -the impofts upon commerce with their long 
train of evils,; and thus, by fimplifying every right, and afcertaining 
every claim,' remove the occafions of oppreffion. To enforce a prompt 
adminiftration of juftice would not then be difficult, where the proceedings 
are public, and where the judge could rarely ffielter a fraud under the 
eloak of error. Each individual poffeffing a fure property in the produce 
of his toil, induftry will diffufe its bleffings ; and Bengal may reach a 
Eeight of profperity, heretofore unknown in India. The wounds which 
this .country has fuftained are great, and the fevere checks which induftrv 
Eas here received, might, in a more northern climate, almofl ftarve a 


• An acldidond fecurity might, ^erliapSj be attained by encouraging the fettlement of Eu- 
ropean foldiers with women of the countrj". Regulations might eafily be fuggeEcd, under 
winch their "defeendants would become an iifeful colony to Great Britain. 

^ U 2 


people. 
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pepple. .’But in; Bengal, the:'idemand6 , of nature are few^ where 

manufafanres frpi^ wipus' caufes' haYe been preferved, amidft fucce^vc 
^PY5??P.tiGns, thefe IpjTes ■ will Ee, quickly retrieved. ; While by fuch means, 
all orders qf men being combined m bne common intereft, the enemies' 
of Great Britain will be for^ever excluded from India, and‘L'pndon become, 
the great.emporjumhf Eui'ope,- ‘for the various ^foduce*o£ the EaftJ’, ’ ' 


. The'progrefs' to this 'ftate' of^impfovemeht -muft' neverthelefs'be flow,' 
Sudden changes iri property lor governnieht are: always dangerbus, and: 
the hand of power cahj.produce'nothing-but cbnfafion;!] Even ;in' laying, 
the] foundations: of order iwe mufl: £bllbwi:the%emus bf.a'people, ,we muft: 

w 

attend to their habits, and even refpedt the prejudices they have imbibed;: 


If, relinquifliing the airy fchemes of projedlors, the wifdom of the Britiih 
nation ihould rbe employed in- devifingoa' Ample form of; government 'for 
Bengal j if' happy in; giving peace.; to ^millions,: -fome - enlightened- minds 
fhguld. watph with' 'parental care rb'vW-^ growing ■'’empire j 'pbft'erity may"'' 
beliold with admiration a noble - 'monument of national humanity, and 
the praife of arts, of fcienee, and of arms, ferve rather to -adorn 'than . 
cpnflitute the future charader' of the 'Rritifii riati ori,' 
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JT' }::<iy k' 7'.iCcU'(:ry io ojj'cr fame apology for the length of this Ap‘pe7idlxy 
'ivbich has fvoUen to a fize gjxatly beyond the ’ivifj and intention of the- 
'•jeritcr. The treaties, atid other papers, in the latter part of the Appendix, 
could not he oniitied, icitheut depriving the reader of thofe proofs vohich the 
public have a right to cxpehl. Ohjediions did occur to a publication of the whole- 
SclefI Conunittces ccrrefpondcncc with the Court of Diredloi's ; yet fonie parts 
of ihefe letters were nccefary, io fjew that the reprefentation, here given of 
Bengal iraifa6lions, has not been fab-ricaied to ferve the prefent occafion, Aii 
nnwillingnefs to revive the memory of private faults, rather than any appre- 
heifton of injury, or even of cnee to the Company, had determined the writer to- 
give fuch cxtracls only as the Naimative required : but, upon perufal of thefe 
extracls, they, appeared fo disjointed, and fo liable to mifconfruldion, that, to 
avoid all appearance of concealment, it was thought expedient to print the whole. 


As io the arrangement of this Appendix, the author judged it better to adhere 
to the conneSiion of thfe papers with each other, than to follow the- order of the 
text ; fincc references inferted in the margin ( when thefe papers arc confdered as 
proofs to fupport the Narrative) ' will abundantly fupply the want of conformity : 
whereas, by the ordcs' here chofen, the Appendix- will, in fotne degree, form 
fecond- Narrative, 


The reader may remark, a great fiiniliarity between fome parts of this work-om 
the fubjebi of revenues, and-ihe accounts already publifed by Mt\ Dow. That- 
gentleman boimowed largely from, Mr. Verclf, as will appear upon a perufal of 
the papers pminted in this Ajipendix •, but he has added his own comment to. the 
text, which, the conduSl of individuals by no means deferved,. 
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To the Honourahk the Court of DireBors for y^ffairs of the United Compmiy 
of Merchants of England trading to the Eqji Indies. . . 

No. I. 

Hon. Sirs, FortWiliiam, Sept. 30, 1765. 

I. f l H E accompan}'ing proceedings of the Seledl Committee will explain out 
X motives for purchafing the Admiral Stevens, to convey to yopr hands tliefe 
difpatches, which we hope will be deemed of fufficient importance to ■ merit any ex- 
traordinary .expence thereby incurred ; an expence which, we flatter ourfelves, will be 
fully defrayed by the valuable cargo fhe carries home at this early feafon. 

■ 2. By the general letter of this date, you will be informed by the Prelldent and 
Council of every material circumftance that has been tranfadfed before the Board ; at 
the fame time, we beg leave to refer to letters difpatched by the Vanfittart and 
Bute, (whereof duplicates are now enclofed) for a detail of the military operations, 
political occurrences, and efpecially the vexj important tranfadtions previous to our 
arrival, and fubfequent to the death of Meer Jaffier ; an event that furnifhed the mpft 
glorious opportunity of eflablifliing your influence and power on fo folid a bafis, as 
muft foon have rendered the Englifli Eafl India Company the mofl potent coinmercial 
body that ever fiouriflied at any period of time. 

3. It is from a due fenfe of the regard we owe and profefs to your interefl, and to 
our own honour, that we think it indifpenllbly neceflary to lay open to your view, a 
feries of tranfadtions too notorioufly known to be fupprefled, and too affedting to your 
interefts, to tlic national charadter, and to the exiflence of the Company in Bengal, 
to efcape unnoticed and uncenfured : tranfadtions, which feem to demonftrate, that 
every fpring of tliis government was fmeared with corruption, that principles of rapa- 
city and oppreflion univerfally prevailed, and that every fpark of fentiment and pub- 
lic fpirit Was loft and extinguifhed in the inordinate lull of unmerited wealth. 

• ' 4. To illuflrate thefe pofitions, we muft exhibit to your view, a moft unpleafing 
variety of complaints, inquiries, evidences, accufations, and vindications, tlie particu- 
lars of which are entered in our Proceedings and the Appendix ; afTuring you, that we 
undertake this talk with peculiar reludtance, from the perfonal regard we entertain for 
fome of the gentlemen whofe charadters will appear to be deeply affedted. 

5. At Fort St. George we received the firft advices of the demife of Meer Jaffier, and 
of Sujah al Dowlah’s defeat. It was there firmly imagined, that no definitive meafures 
would be taken, either in refpedl: to a peace, or -filling the vacancy in the Nizamut, 
as the Lapwing arrived in the month of January with your difpatches and the ap- 
pointment of-a Committee, with cxprefs powers to that purpofe, for the fuccefsfid ex- 
ertion of which the happieft occafion now offered. Hov/ever, • a contrary refolution 
prevailed in the Council. The opportunity of acqulidng immenfe fortunes was too 
inviting to be negledted, and the temptation too powerfol to be xefifted. A treaty 
was haftily drawn up by the Board, or rather tranfcribed, with a few unimportant ad- 
ditions, from that concluded with Meer Jaffier ; and a deputation, confifting of Meffrs, 
Johnftone, Senior, Middleton, and Le3'cefter, was appointed to raife the natural fon of the 
deceafed Nabob to the Subahdarry, in prejudice to the claim of his .grandfon ; and, 
for this meafure, fuch reafons are affigned, as ought to have dictated a diametrically 

-A ' oppofite 
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oppofite rtloiiition. Meeran^s fon was a minor, wliicli circnmftance alone .’would na- 
turally have brought the whole admmifoation 'into, our hands, at:a junchire. when it 
became indifpenhbly neceiTary iveihould realize that fliadow of power and influence 
which having no folid foundation, was expofed ' to the danger of being annihilated ' 
by the firil ftfoke of adverfe fortune.' But this inconflftence was not regarded, nor wtjs' 
it material to the views for precipitatmg the treat)’-, which was jDrefled on tiie young 
Nabob, at the firfl interview, in fo earn'cft and indelicate a manner, as highly dif- 
gufted him, and chagrined his minifters ; while not a Angle rupee was ' flipulated.for. 
the Company, and. their interefts were facrificed, that their fervants might revel in the 
ipoils of a treafury before impoverilhed, but now totally exhaufled.. . . . - 

6. This fcene of corruption was hrft, difclofed at a vifit the Nabob paid to Lord 

Clive, and the Gentlemen of’the Committee, a few days after our arnval. He then 
delivered to his Lordlhip a letter, Ailed with bitter complaints of the infults and indig- 
nities he had been expofed to, and of - the embezzlement of rfear H twenty lacks of 
rupees, iflued from his treafury, for purpofes unknown, during the late negocia-* 
tions. So public, a complaint could not be difregarded, and if fooh produced an in- 
quiry. We- referred the letter to the Board, in expedtation of obtaining a fatisfadfory 
account of the application , of this money ; and were anfwered onlyby-a warm re- 
moriftrance, entoredby Mr. Leycefter, againfl: that very Nabob , in -.whofe clevation'-h’e 
boalls having been a principal agent. , ’ . . ; 

7. Mahomed Reza Cawn, the Naib Subah, was then 'called upon to account for. 
this large difburfement from the treafury ; and ho-foon delj-vered to fhcGommittee,- 
the very extraordinary' narrative entered jn ' our- proceedings the flxth of’ Juiie 
wherein he fpecifies the feveral names, the fums by whom paid, and’ to whom, whe- 
ther in bills, cafli, or obligations. So precife, fo accurate an- account as this, of money 
ilTued for fecret and venal fervices was never,; we believe, before this period, exhibited, 
to the Honourable Court of Diredfors ;■ at leaft^ never vouched by -fuch tmdeniablc 
tcflimony,. and authentic documents : by Juggutfeat who h'imfcif 'was obliged to con- 
tribute largely to the fums demanded;' By Mooteram who was employed .by Mr^, 
Johhftone in all thofe pecuniary traniad;ions ; Ly the Nabob and Mahomed .Reza' - 
Cawh who were the heavieft fufferers ; and, laftly, by the confeffion of the gentle- 
men themfelves whofe narnes are fpecified ih the diftribution lift. 

8. Juggutfeat exprefsly declares in his narrative^ that, the fum' which he agreed- 
to pay the deputation, amounting to * 125,000 rupees, was extorted- b)’- menaces ; 
and flnce the clofe of our enquiry, and the- opinions -he delivered in the Proceed- 
ings of the twenty-flrft of Juhci it fully appears>, that the jbre/e;2ts from the 
Nabob and Mahomed Reza Cawn, exceeding the ifnmenfe fum of -f feventecn lacks, 
"tvere not the voluntary offerings .of gratitude, but contributions levied on the wcak- 
nefs of the government, and violently exadied*' from the dependent" ftate and timid 
diftiofltion of the minifter; 

The charge, indeed, is denied on the one hand! as well as affirmed’ on. the other. 
Your honourable Board- muft determine how far the circumftahee of extortion ^^y ^tg- 
gravate the crime of difobcdience to your pofitive orders, of expoflng the Govern- 
ment in a manner to fale, and receiving the infamous wages of corrupion from oppo- 
Atc parties, and contending interefts; V/e ^eak with boldnefs, becanfc wc-fpeak from 
conviction founded upon indubitable- fadts, that beAdes the above fums fpeemed in 
the diflrlbution account, to the amount of 228,125!. ft'erling, there was likewflc to 
the value of feveral lacks of rupees procured from Nundcomar and Roydullub, cadv . 

11 ZcOjCCO /. * 15,625/. 

^ - f ai2,^oo/. 

.228,1x5/. 
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bf whom a^Mrcd at and obtained a pvdmifebf that very, employment it was pre-deter- 
mined to pc'ftbw on Mahomed _Reza Gawn.- The particulars of 'this e 5 :traoi^inary 
liargain camb too late to our hands .to be infefted in the Proceedings, nor dorve think 
it material ; hhcewo infifl on farther proofs than are already fully and clearly exhibited, 
in order to; conyinbe you that our -inquiry -was neceffary, and our decilion moderate, 
wouldl 'we apprehend, ; ferve rather' to/exhauft your patience than confirm your belief. 
' g. ..Thefe particulars being fubmitted to your.- confideration, it may be neceflary to 
ofier a few remarks on thofe arguments urged by the.- gentlemen in their feveral mi- 
nutes,' either in. their own juftificatipn, or with a view that our proceedings fhould 
appdar arbitrary find -o'ppreffive. Meffrs'. Johnftone, Leycefter, Senior, Gray, and Bur- 
dett, ‘vindicate 'the receiving pfefents. by arguments .which, in our opinion-, render 
their condudf fiill more culpable. • • : • ■ 

’ ■■ They urge, -.that as the covenants were not then executed, they could not be obli- 
gatory. In arirwet, Ve .will -beg leave to alk -thofe' gentlemen, "V^^hether the Compa- 
ny’s orders were.biof clear^ 'and perfedtly underfiood — Whether the Covenants them- 
felves ryere not traafmit'te'd from England, ready'to be filled up and executed? — Whe- 
ther a fihgle nip'tion fo'r fulfilling the Company’s Inftruftions appears bn the face- of 
their Confijltadons ? Wbethef it was not incumbent bn them, as' the fuperior power, 
to have fet this example of refpe£t''and deference to the orders of their Conftituents ? 
•Andy 'whether they conceive the -Company would have fuftained any detriment from this 
'■adt , of their obedience ? How then came the orders- to be totally negledted, ' at a 
jundture efp.epially when the letter and fpirit of thofe obligations clearly manifefi: that 
^particular Tcgafd iliould be had to th'eir, execution ? - • ' 

■ lO. The faille .gentlemen arraign the condudf, and deny the powers pf the Seledt 
Committee. Mr. Leycefter in particular affirms, that candour and decency required 
the, truth b-f a charge brought againft any of theMembdrs of' tbe Board, lliould be 
determined by the Board. You, gentlemen,” .will -be able to judge of the force of 
this argument, and of the propriety of the meafu're propofed, • ■when we acquainfyou 
that of a Board then fitting at thePrefidericy, confifting of the Prefidentaiid eightMem- 
befs, five of thofe Members 'ivere themfelves the accufed, ivlio, by having a majority 
.of voices, would of cohfequence' become the judges oftheir-owm condudt. We wall 
not enter into a difeuffion of the precife powers entrufte'd to the Committee'; but wb 
tnay venture to affirm that, unlefs the fpirit of their Inftrudtions be extended to the 
‘corredtipn bf abufes, the -detedfioii mf ' corruption, and puiiifhment - of difobedience, 
'the ends propofed of fefto'riiig peace and tranquility wdll be fruftrated, and their ap- 
pointment rendered', ridiculous and. abfurd. 

• II. Mr. Johnftone is pleafed to afiTert, that no proofs can be produced of menaces 
being ufed to obtain a funi -of money from Juggutfeat. To this wo reply by a re- 
•fefence -to the ervddence- of -his owm agent, Mooteram, where it is declared upoii 
•oath, that he delivered, by Mr. Johnftone’s exprefs orders, the very meffages recited in 
bis examination '; nieflages, of fuch tendency, as certainly bear hard on Mr. Johnftone’s 
xharadtei-.. As to what he further adds, of our obtaining this evidence by military 
fo’rce and terror; we are forry to fee a gentleman reft his defence on the fubterfuge 
'of a pitiful evafion. Mr. Johnftone certainly kiipw's,' at leaft he ought to know', as 
bhe Proceedings w'ere'iiiimediately fent to him, tliap Mooteram w'as feized in the coni- 
•miffion of a clandcftlrie illegal a£t, of-jnterefting cpnfequcnce to the public in general, 
•and to Mr. Johnftone and the gentlemen of the’ Deputation in particular. Mooteram 
"was adtually detected in an attempt to .fupprefs bills to the amount of * 175,000 rupees 
. ' which had been 'umvarrantabl)^ obtained frorii' Mahomed Reza Caw'n, and fereen from 
xlifeovery: a;:circumftance which it highly imported the Committee to. know', and w'hich 
' ■ A 2 ’ . Mr. 
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Mr. Johnftonc flioiild have made known, were he folicitons to exculpate lumfelf froni 
a charge that, decpljf aftedled his reputation, and of fuch irrcjrroachablc conduft as he 
would endeavour to perfuade the world. But that the lead lhadow of a doubt micht 
,not rcniain of the candour and cquit}- of the mcafurcs we purlued, we readily con- 
sented that the htme Mootcram might be re-examined in prcfcncc of the Council, 
where he confirmed, without contradiftion or evafion, every material circumflancc 
fet forth in his hrft evidence. The remainder of Mr. Job nllonc’s minute, you will per- 
ceive, doth not affcdl; the Committee as a body ; it confills entirely of pcrfonal invec- 
tive, loofe and virulent declamation, the genuine effeds of enraged difappointment 
and, detedion. ^ \et fliould any tiling further be required in anfvvcr, we beg to refer 
you to the replies made by Lord Clive and the members of the Committee, which, 
we flatter ourfclvcs, will appear full and explicit. 

12* One circumilahcc'morc occurs in the courfc of thefe gentlemen’s minutes, that 
merits our obfervation. It is declared by Mr. Lcyccftcr upon oath, that he did not 
receive the jircfcnt intended him b}' Mahomed Rexa Cawn, and that his Letters will 
dcmonflratc his intention was to have refufed it. This is a fad, of the taith of 
which we entertain not. the Icaft doubt; but it proves nothing more than, that Mr.- 
.LeyccRcr would not receive a fum of money, after the Covenants had been enforced 
by the Committee, and an enquiry fet on foot concerning the diflribution of that very, 
monc}^, a part of whicli was now privately tendered back to Mahomed Reza Cawn, 
He will not deny that he knew of the intended prefent when lie was at Coffiinbazar. 
:Thc.lctters of Mcflrs. Senior and Middleton prove that he did. He will not deny 
•that bills to the amount of 50,000 rupees were made out in his name their being, 
how offered to Mahomed Reza Cawn, and Mootcram’s being deteded in tlie fad', 
,evince it. The whole, therefore, of. this folcmn affeveration, amounts only to an evafion 
•in refried: to time and circumhances, which no w’ay affeds the nature of the ad itfelf. 

.13. . Having now explained the origin and progrefs of this difagrccable inquir)^, We 
.beg leave to touch upon a few circumftanccs, in juflification of the lenity of our opi> 
•nions delivered and refoludons entered in the Committee Proceedings of the 21ft June. 

And liere we mufl.obferve, that notwithflanding \yc believe a reformation of abufes 
.to be adnally our duty^ .yet we could not think the fame duty ncceffarily extended to 
the punifliment of tranfgrcflions. We owed a regard to the perfons and charaders of 
forne of the gentlemen concerned, who muff fuffer extremely by fulpenfion or difmif- 
.iion. The great objeds of our wiflies were, , that your fcrvice might in future be con- 
-duded \vith. integrity, diligence, and oeconom}'’, without a retrofped to the paff,. 
where it could be avoided. ;.The fubjed, indeed, of the prefent inquiry was fo recent, 
;it was of -fo'interefting a nature to the public, and came recommended to us, or ra-' 
■-ther was forced upon us with fuch peculiar circumftanccs, as rendered bur prbceed- 
.ing 'to a ferutiny neceffary to our own reputation ; but the feverity of judgment, and 
. a decifion which would have left fo great a void in your Council, was not equally ne- 
• ceffary either to.)mur i’ntercft, or to our honour. Such an event might have impreffed 
-the minds of the natives with ftrange ideas. of the fluduating .fituation of our coun- 
•cils ; and it would .unavoidably have- admitted a number of your .junior fervants to the 
.fupreme diredion of this vaft; machine of government, at an age little exceeding that 
period fixed by 'the laws of , their country for entrufting them wkh the management of 
,their .own private fortunes. We muft ftirther obferve, -that many of the moft aggra- 
, vating circumftances had not then reached our knowledge ; at the fame time we were 
.under the neceffity of coming to feme determination. ' Sujah al .Dowlah impatiently eX- 
ped;ed Lord Clive in camp to conclude the propofed freatyj and the regulations 
-government lately, efiablifhed, with, other matters then traiifading, abfolutely requirea 

■v . - . « . -1. .W ^ - 

• 6250/. J ' ,:; •' 



Mr. Sykes’s attendance at the Durbar;' Sortie of t’ne'extraordinar^'^fafts above related;' 
were obtained fince; their departure; - and had they come fooner; they would ferve only 
to perplex and ernbarrafs us the "more;. - - In; a ;word,,-to o'bviate future evils, we confi- 
dered as our immediate-duty ; the puniflimeht of paft mifcondudt we chofe to refer 
to your Honourable Board, that malice itfelf 'fliould have no foundation for .aifer ting, 
we had afllimed and' exerted a powder' hot fully and exprefly authorized by ' the 
Court of Direftors. ' - --- ■ 

We think it necefiary , to declare, in juflice to Mr. Cartier, whofe character ftands 
irreproachable in the lift of yoiir fervants^' -that he never .'knehr of,' Or corifented to the 
receiving, any the fmallefl: ptefent^ either frohi the Nabob, orfromMahomedReza Cawn.- 
■ 14. Although we wili not take upon us to .declare that we' entirely approve of the' 
Covenants in the ' form' in which they have been' tranfmitted, yet are we pcrfliaded,- 
from the inflances.jufl related, thatfome reftraiht 'is neceflary to- prevent the abufe oP. 
the cuftomary "indulgence to receive prefents.- • 'I'his indulgence has certainly been ex- 
tended to the moft Ihameful- oppreflibri and flagrant' . COrru'ptiort> and is ofh'erwife ' at-» 
tended with manifold inconvenience to rhedervice.v. We therefore determined imme-- 
diately to enforce your inftrudtibhs'relative'to'thofe Obligations, and to bind down by 
law all fuch as ate not to be checked :b5^ a-'fen'fe of honour and.'juftice. You' will ac- 
cordingly obferve, that carrying tliofe ' Orders' into ftridt execution throughout every 
department civil and military, was- ainohg the -earlieft tranfadtions- of your Seledi 
Committee. ■ j ■ ' y;' 

15. We alfo'took an early-'opportuhity of cdiifi’dering the tendency of your repeated' 
inftrudtions for .recalling 'free- -mefehants- and Other Europeans, whbj .without the lead: 
claim tO'your protedtioh fromdndentiiresj-'wel'e'neve'rth'elefs permitted to telideup the- 
country, and in. all the 4 iffe:rent parts Of - the Nabob’s 'dominlons.-t Sorry we are to ob- 
ferve, that 'this indulgenOe has' frequently given birtlrifo ^ieyouk afts of infult and 
oppreffion, at places' remote from the Prefidertcy and fubbfdinate’fadfories, and that 
carrying your orders into execution becomes daily more neceflary.' ' ' Ey Ithis meafufe, 
however,, the 'bufihefs of'youf' ferv'aritk'vvill'fuffef conflderably; frohi their being''now 
obliged to erhpioy black Gbmaflahs', bn iilahy affairs which demand the vigour and ac- 
tivity of Europeans. Hence likewife. will rnany perfons of real rnefit be deprived the 
means of fubfiflence yet' in confideration' that pti-yate interefl; muff: give way to the 
public benefit ; .and that it is bur duty to obey, where your immediate interefts do not 
abfolhtely require a deviation ff bin' your Orders, vt determined to recall all the Eu- 
ropeans' refiding- up .the country,', under 'protedtion of'-the Englifh name,- by the 
t\venty.-firfl:- Of .Odtbber' nexk and have for' that purpofe circulated advertifements and 
orders to the different Subordinates. • 

.16. Regulating the country government was- the next objedl of our attention. W^'e 
found the -Nabob highly diffatisfied 'with th'ofe -plenary powers veiled in-Mahomed Reza 
Cawn,. who by virtue of the treaty afted in quality of prime minifler, and enjoyed un-- 
contrbuled.authontyi 'This unlimited fiv ay, lodged in the hands of a Angle peifon,. 
a^jpeared dangerous to the prefeht-eft'abiifliment,' which We thought it becoming the- 
Compan3'-’s honour to maintain, as having been folemnly ratified by the Governor and 
Council. To -amend the' very obvious defedls in the treatj--, without reverfing the- 
principles on which it was found'ed,' was confiflent with equity, whilfl it met with the 
Nabob’s own approbation; and the mofl.effedlual means of doing this feemed to us' 
to confifl in ah equal partition bf mihiflerial influence. AsMahomedRezaCami’s fhorf 
admihiflration .was irreproachable, we determined to continue him in a fhare of the au- 
thority, at the fainC-time that we afTociated with liim men of weight and charafler ; 
fo that each -became a- check upon the condudl of the others. Accordingly we fixed 
on Juggutfeat and Roydullub,. for the reafons afligned in the, Proceedings ;. and we 
’■ ■ "■ now 


now ' have ;- the plbafure ta ^ the-.bufniefs-of Government- ^mes- nir 

with, unammit\v vigour,.- and'dilpatch, J • 

• 17. the .laft dVpatches youwere.-advifed that Suiah;ai-Biowfahvwas 



ance; ;dnd i£'.the judicious -and' vigorous meafii.res^purrued'by- General Carnachad not- 
prevented a junftion of the numerous forces deftined for this' invafion, a.-, ruinous , wari 
niuft.hpebeeii'fupported. through 'the jcoitrfe' of anotiier. ca'mpaign. The renemies. 
fituatioh rendered their defign'-forfome tin'ije uncertain^- and obliged the General to great- 
circunifpedtionrin- his movementsy Jeft' he; flioukh jeave the' frontiers, expofed. . Having,' 
hoiyevef-atleiigthTeceivxdmndoubted.kd^dcc they had taken the Korah road, he ifurpedted 
their- intention- was:;to fall upon-Sir, Robcrppletchciv-tyho' commanded a- feparate 
corps , in. that ;difl-ridt. - Accordingly ;;hc tnade fpreedj marches to- elfedt a jundtion, 
•vv’hich he happily, accompliflied, and then the'.united ariny moved in purfiiit of' the 



the Maliarattas retired with; prccip'itadontowatdthcjjumnay .In, faft, diis blow appears to' 



a '.fecond' effort; to re-enter -Korah, dn which :the3tytcre difapppinted. P.erfuaded 'that'to. 
flop their iiicurfions, it would be neceffary to drive them beyond the Jumna, . the Ge-. 
heral croffed the' river .'the -twenty-feCondy diflodgpd, them-, from -tlieir. poll oiv - tlie. op- 
pofite.fide, and'.opligedjtheni; to retire to the hills. y--Therdhe quitted ..his. purfiiitj and- 
returned';td/his.:ftatidn , at'Jajefnaw,--;tp: receive .- S-ujah^alfDpwiahkrwhp., had intimated a 
defirc'of fubmittiri^ to.-\y,hatey;er;;'ppndidpns;;wd; fhould. .think, fit . to. pr.efcfibe. His 
letter, to-the.Geheral-.expfeffes?his-feelings:;. and theyeceprion-hei met with .In camp 
was fuch as policy Ididlated lliQuld -be-giyeii to a yahquifiied.,en.em}’',.,of , Sujah,.al Dow-; 
lalds rank. and -charadtef.y- j;. ^ 

1 8:.: Acpeacel with .thc’lVJizier.'became.'the/'next.-rirnmediate- phjedf ■ of our 'delibera- 
tion,' in adjufiing .'vYhich..we ;ehdeavg,Ured - to -extend bur views, beyond . die prefent, ad-^ 
vantages that might poflibly;be.pbtained. ,'We regarded Sujah al Dpwlah’s pcrfonal cha-; 
radtei% and high reputation -oyer the whole . empire, the fituation of his country which 
we had conquered, '.'and the.greatrifk and expence of -maintaining the conqucij, Jf we 
clofed in vlth' the plan acloptedjby- the late governor ’and -Council, .of giving dt,'. up, to 
Nudieef Cawn, .who. .had, . neither : Weight of repiitatipn .nor.Torce fufficient to keep 
.poffeffi'on, mr.' to' form a:.fecure-barriey ,tq the Nabob ’s;dpminions. ; The .-n-ords.pf 
our inftrudtions to Lord Clive, when he left the Prefidency to adjuft conditions oj 
•a peace, "exprefs the Icritimcnts- which we. ftill entertain, on, this, fnbjedt, - 

. “ Experience having fiiewn that, an influence maintained- by force -of arms is de- 

llructive of that, commercial lj;int lyhich we; ought to ; promote, ruinous to .thp 
Company, and oppreffive to, the Countrj'-, 'We-earneftN recornmend to your Lqtd- 
fi-iip, that .you. will .exert your utmpft cndeavours-tq-.conaliatephe affedtions .of .the 
country powers, to remove anyjealpufy they , may . entertain of our unbounded 
ambition, and to convince theniAhat we aim not at conquefl; and dominion, bujt 
fecuritv in carrying on a free trade, equally beneficial to them. and to. us. . - 

'1th this viewf policy requires idiat our demands be moderate and equitable ; 

and that we avoid every appearance of ; an inclination, -to enlarge our -territorial 

poffcfiions. ■ The fiicrifice of conquefts, which we muft hold on a very precarious 
tenure, and at an expence more than equivalent to their, revenues, is of. jitfle conr 
fidcration to us ; 'yet will fuch reftitution imprefs tlicm with a . high opinion of our 
gencrofity and juflicc. . ^ ^ ^ 
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‘‘ 1'(ir I'lcfc rfnfoi)';, *ac iliink J'uinh nl Dowlah f!io\lUl be reinfiated in 'the full 
jvuVt ilion nfal! ins tlninini-uiSj -..'iih fuch liniitaiions only as he nuifl. fee arc evi- 
•' dent;;.- cakulaicd for our nruiual btneii:. We wnukl decline inhriiiyn; vipon any 
“ tcnr.s tl'.at nuid prove irldbuie to his hi >h fjfni!, and imply a furj)icion of Ins 
fincrr'uy. i\e:.>i!n!’!>; j'off. Ihoa of any of his ilront; Imlds may j)oriibly he deemed 
“ a ncceiiary plrdy/ of h.js iK;eIi!v; for <'.ur jv.rs, we wndd rather confidcr it as :i 
“ fmree of .‘i'.inre c- intent io;; e.nd an unnecifiaty liuithen to the Compaity, unlefs it 
“ he one tla*.' pn-pufed to ra Anne the t Itoui'hts of cNtcndinj; iludr dominions ; a meafurc 
very epp'. fu«‘ t it'ie K •nint. i'.ts iti winch we left tlsc Court of niredors.” 

JO. /t<tn tMlil'.' M thefc inl'!u.'!io;r. Ins Lordtlfip and Ger.cral Cnrnac concluded a 
tiv.n v of p;v,cr witii Snji.h al Ibnvl.tht titat will, if ;n:y thinje can, fecurc his friend- 
jin, ji .uni iiddity, an,d tr-turr tljr j>uhric ir.n.i>ju;li!y j!rrnn:nent. 'rhey found him ex- 
rrenv'!’ avcsfc t<i tin' t dab’ifhjnen? »'f f.>d'>r'n-> in his doinittions, which he confulercd 
;',N iayitip, :i c f 'M'dat!-.;) of a future ujptnte, and the only tiling that could pofilhly 
dislu:!*' ','.: annn.y. ! Ic v.ty Irdtlv obferved. that our encroachments in B.ngai, the 
great .tl'UU". is -ntnincit be the Oimpany’s fervants, and extr.aordinary craenAon of 
t’le p:'i\ tlcp.i:. otipinalb. u.rantcd to the Ifngliflu had been productive of much confu- 
fsor. atid blnutlil'! (1 i;i i'jr.g.d, and he fc.tr. d. mirdit produce Ainilar confcquenccs in Ins 
C'tnntj;. ; ricc<'i.iin.gly L'>;d Clive asid Gbr.eral Carnac judged it advifeahle to omit the 
V or.! /.;,‘.vr;V.Mn th.e {!< aty, b\n with.f.nt rdinqni'lting tlie right, fliould it he found 
i xp'.di nt, rddr jnatutc <!cli!wtat;on, to ciiforce it. 'J*o fpcal; our own fcniimcnts 
ftvv'ly, V c forc'le nolnirAt ii,;n tati aciin.c to the C'ompany, from maintaining fcitlc- 
tneivs nt foNr.n a ilift'nv fonti the Ihcriifcney. whatever advant.agcs may arife to 
litti: Atvan.ts: r.t hnift the prr<>!p-ad is fo retr.Me, while the expenccs arc fo certain, 
tile tifqttc to t'v'n'i iit, atid. tiir ddp'.uc. it will occ.ifion fo probable, that we arc at pre- 
fent of opi'.nntt, the j'.teto;;.' !;n..Iy cftabiinu-d at llenares ought immediately to be with- 
tlr.iwu. ; ve. inr.-m rs j'oon as the rgr' cnv nt in-tween the Company and Buh.v.antHng is 
txpired. 'ibe Hniin. of I’-.c K.-il-oids dominions .arc fuliicieiu to anfwer all your pur- 
p. fw-. Tin. A, We thinJ'.. on-ln to conftitutc the bound:'.! ics, not only- of all your 
t<;;;t.n'::d p'.fieAi.-ns ;!nd Intlvn-tiee in tin u- parts, but of your commerce nlfo ; ilnce 
by p.'! :>t nn re, \ou < jidanger tlie f::k;y of thofe immenfe revenues, and that 
we‘i>fou:vitd j)ow<.r, wiiich )'ou now enjoy, without the hojics of oht.aining :rn ade- 
qu.rtcadv.-ntage. 

JO. Vditii refprei. to tlie other articles of the treaty vou will obferve, that a ililH- 
cii r,i pr.e.iuun is iceured, fen- tiie fuppori of the Kinpf.s honour and dignity, without 
di;;!!;n i <u‘’ hi'- becoming a fut u, re incumbrance ; and that '•* tweniy-f.x -lacks yearly are 
gr;’.ine<t to luiu o:r tlie rtwenues <>f ICng.-d : a revenue far more conAdcr.ablc than he 
<-^vci' brfo;e enjoyed. In gratititde for this infl.ance of our attention to his inreren:, his 
jirai- Av iuis been pleafedi to bellow on the Company tlie moll important grants ever 
Vet obtrAntd bv nnv IfurojHttn Hate from the Mo.gu! Court. lleAdcs conftrming 
to the Company :dl ilicir former j'.onefnons, .and fecuring to-tlicm thereverfion in jier- 
jHtuity of l.ordCilvc’s J.aglu-ir, he has conferred on them the Dewanny of Bengal, 
Bahar^ aiul Orilih, and laTified, in the flrongtll terms, an agreement we projiofed 
concUuiing with the Nabob, if the Kitif’S confent could bo procured; fubjects which 
it will he ncccli'arv to cxjduiin in a fepar.uc jinragraph. 

Another tinicle fiijnilatcs, that Suj-.sh :d Dowlah ihall pay the Company Afry lacks 
of rupees, by wav r)f indcmnificavion for the charges incurred by the war. 'J'hts in- 
dcmnincaiifin v.e Imow’ is inadequate ; but his yircumfianccs would not afford more, 
vduhovtt oi'-preiling the country, and thereby laying the foundation of future coiirca- 
lion and troubic ; and accordingly you will perceive that no money is grantc-d for 
any other confulcrntion whatever. 
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! As to foitcnckring Coffiin All/, Sombre^ and the deferters, compliance with fuch a 
■demand is now- entirely out of his power. The former, we hear, hasTougbt flieltcr in 
the Rohilla Country, and the latter rcfidc under protedfion of the Jams, ikrccned both 
from Siijah al Dowlah, and from'us, ; fo that making this an cflential preliminary, would 
be highly unrcafonablc • and , abfurd ; however it is llipulatcd, that they ilmll ncver 
■meet with encouragement or, afliftance from Sujah al Dowlah, or be again admitted into 
his country. ■ 

Upon the whole, v/c have paid fuch regard to Sujah al Dowlah ’s charadfer and inte- 
reft, and to what juHicc as well as policy requires, without any the fmallcfl facrificc of 
yoUr' honour or intcreft, that we . entertain the mofl flattering hope this treaty of peace 
will be lafting,' and our frontier on that quarter ])crfcdtly fecurc againfl future 
invafions. , . • - . 

: 2 1. The time now, ajiproachcs when we may be able to determine, with fomc degree 
of certaintj', wdicthcr our. remaining as merchants, fubjedted to the jurifdidlion, en- 
croachments, and infu'lts of the country government ; or fupporting your privi- 
leges and pofleffions by the fword, arc likely to prove mod advantageous to the Com- 
pan}'.- Whatever- may be the confcqucncc, certain it is, that after having once begun> 
and proceeded to fucli- lengths, we have been forced to go on, ftep by flop, until your 
whole pofTcffioiis w'crc pur to the rifquc by every revolution cfTcdfcd, and by every 
battle fought. To apply a remedy to thofe evils, by giving dabiiity and permanency 
to your Government, is now and has been the conftant objedf of the ferious attention 
of your Seledl Committee. , , 

\ 22. The perpetual druggies for .fuperiorlty between the Nabobs and your Agents, 
together with the rcccntqiroofs before us of notorious and avowed corruption, have 
rendered us unanimqufl'y of opinion, after the mod mature deliberation, . that no other 
method can be fuggeded of.laying the axe to the root of all thofe, evils, than that of 
obtaining the.Dcwanny of Bengal, :Bahar, and Orifla, for the Company. By eftabliflii 
ing the power of the Great Mogul, we have likewife edablifited his rights j. and his 
Majedy, from principles of gratitude, of equity, and of policy, has thought pro- 
per to bedow this important employment on the Company, the nature of \vhicli . is, 
the colledling all the revenues, and after defraying the expences of the army, and al- 
lowing a fufficient fund for the fupport of the Nlzamut, to remit the remainder- to 
Dchly, or wherever the King fliall refide or diredf. But as the King has been gra-; 
cioudy pleafed to bedow on the Company, forever, fuch furplus as fliall arife.from 
the tevenues, upon certain dipulations and agreements expreded in the Sunnud, we 
have fettled with the Nabob, with his own free will and confent, that the . dim of 
* fifty-three lacks diall be annually paid to him, for the fupport of his dignity and all 
cohtingent expences, exclufive of the charge of maintaining an army, which is to be 
defrayed out- of the revenues ceded to the Company, by this royal grant of the De^' 
wanny ; and indeed the Nabob has abundant reafon to .be well fatisfied with the con- 
ditions of this agreement, whereby a fund is lecured to him, without trouble or dan- 
ger, adequate to all the purpofes of fuch grandeur and happinefs as a man of his 
fentiments has any conception of enjoying ; more would fen^e^ only to diduvb his quiet, 
endanger his government, and lap the foundation of that fblid drudture of power and 
■wealth, which, at length, is happily. reared and comifieted by the Company, after .a 
vaft expence of blood and treafure., ■ . " 

■ 23. By this acquifition of the Dewanny, your , pofleffions and influence are ren- 

dered permanent .and fecure, flnee no. future Nabob will, cither have power, or 
riches fufficient to :attempt your overthrow, by means either of force or corruption.' 
•All revolutions mufl; henceforward be at ,an end, , /as there will be no fund for fe^er 

fervices, for donations, or for reflitutiohs. The. Nabob cannot anfvver ,the,expecta-t 
^ _ tions 
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Ti3iis of tlic venal and mercenary, nor will the Company comply with demands inju- 
rious to themjelves, out of their own revenues. The experience of years lias convinced 
us that a divifion of power is iiupoffiblc without generating difeontent and hazarding 
the whole : all mull belong either to die Company or to the Nabob. We leave you 
to judge which alternative is the moft defirable and the moll expedient in the prefent 
circumftances , of affairs. As to ourfelyes, we know of no other fyflem we could adopt, 
that would lefs affcdl the Nabob’s dignity, and at the fame time fccure the Company 
againfl the fatal effccls of future revolutions, than this of the Dewanny.^ The power 
is now lodged where it can only be, lodged with fafety to us, fo that we may pronounce 
with feme degree of confidence, that the worft which will happen in future to the Com- 
pany tviil jirocccd from temporary ravages only, which can never become fo general 
as to prevent your revenues from yielding a fufficient fund to defray your civil and 
military charges, and furnifli your invcflments. 

24. But to fccure thefe valuable pofieffions, a conflant regard mufl be paid to your 

military criabliflimcnt. By the regimental returns, which we enclofe in the packer, 
and which arc very cxaifl, you will fee, at one view, the deplorable condition of our 
infantry, to complete which, agreeable to your diredlions and to the propofals made 
by Lord Clive, not lefs than 900 men will fudicc. We therefore mofl earneflly 
r-cquefl, that you will next j-car fend us out 1 2 or 1400 men for this eflablifliment, 
ghdng fuch peremptory orders as muft be obeyed, that none of this number be detained, 
upon any confidcration, on the coafl of Coromandel. Our numbers being once com- 
pleted, wc fliall require for ihc fccunty of your immenfe pofTcffions in this country, no 
more than 600 recruits, to be fent out annually in riic following manner, viz. 500 infan- 
try, 60 artillery, 20 cavalry, and 20 ferjeants for the fepoys : to this number muft be add- 
ed 30 volunteers and ofiicers ; and it would be of the utmofl benefit to our plan, that 
)’ou alfo fend out every year 6 or 7 gentlemen from the academy at Woolwich, for 
artiller}' ofiicers, this being a fervice that fuffers extremely for want of perfons properly 
iuftrudied in the bufinefs j fince no officer, who knows the benefit of the infantr}'^ fervice 
here, will chufc to quit it for any advantages the artillery affords. • . . , 

25. .Already we feel the good effefts of regimenting your troops ; difcipline, fub- 
ordination, and occonomy begin to take place. Had General Carnac’s merit been 
much greater, if poflible, than it is, he could not cffedl this of himfelf, unaffifled as 
Ire was by field-officers, and thwarted as he -always has been in his military opera- 
tions, by the late Governors and Council. 

We have already ifilicd our orders for flriking off half the double Batta, and fhall, 
in a very few days, j)ut j^our forces Intircly upon a foot’ing with the troops on the coafl 
of Coromandel, which will be reducing your military expences as low as they can well 
bear, confiflently with your intercfl and the good of the fervice. 

26. Before wc quit this fubjcdl, we mufl requefl, in the ftrongefl manner, that 

you will fujiply us for the firfl year with 10,000 Hands of arms, and afterwards with 
4,000 annuallv, which will in future anfwer 'all our demands, if proper care be taken 
in the purchafe. Of late ycarS, the bad quality of your fmall arms in general have 
expofed )-our poflelfions to the greatefl rifk and danger ; the locks are ill -finiflied, and 
the metal Co badly tempered as not to Hand the heat of the fun in this climate. We 
are therefore perfuaded, it would prove in the end much to }'ouf advantage, if you- 
pnrehafed all your fmall arms of the fame perfons who furniHi the Government, and, 
pay at the rate of twenty-feven, inHead of eighteen Hiillings per firelock, fince expe- 
rience demonHrates they will continue ferviceable for double the time, without being 
liable to the inconvenience above reprefented. ' - , 

The iron-founder, whom you fent out in the Kent, died on his paffageto this place; , 
but as the caHing of Hidt and Hiells in this country is an objedl of importance, wc 
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flrongly recommend that you will fupply the lofs as fpon as poffible, by fendmff three 
or four peffons.well verfedin that bufmefs^ that pur whole defign may not be faiftrated ■ 
by fuch an accident in future. - ' ■ ^ ' 

It alfo: merits, your ferious , confideration to provide, by every poffible means 
againft the illicit importation of fmah arms to your fettlements in India, and parti^ 
cularly to Bengal. Of late years, this has become a. profitable branch of trade with 
the Europe captains,; as well as that of furniffiing the natives with ammunidonj and 
they elude the. fearch of your officers, by fending - round , fmall veffels to meet 
them at; fea m certain latitudes,- or to TenerifF and St. Jago, or elfewhere, out of the 
reach of your inquiries. , . However, as their continuing fuch practices any longer may 
prove fatal in their confequences to all your pofieffions in this country,, we earneftly 
exhort, that you will immediately apply the moft effeaual. remedies you can fuggeft,, . 
either by way of prevention, or by the rigorous and exemplary puniffiment of the 
offenders.. At the fame time, you may be affured, we will take every ftep in our 
powqr to detea the leaft breach of your orders on this head, and to obftrudb the fale of 
all kinds of fire-arms, . 

, 27. Having obferved the reludlance that appeared in bidding for your farms, at the, 
laft fale of your lands in the Burdwan province, the great arinual deficiency in the col- 
ledlions, and the numberlefs complaints made of ‘grievous exactions and oppreffions,; 
we determined, upon Mr.. Johhftone’s refigning your {ervice, to appoint Mr. Verelftin 
quality of Supeiwifor of thofe revenues,- in order to form the bell judgment poffible of 
the caufe of the yearly deficiency of the real value of the lands, the befi; method 
of improving . and letting them ; and alfo to procure the neceffary materials for a' 
plan to cpndud: the' cplleftions in. future, in fuch manner, as ffiall appear moil con-, 
ducive to your intereft, and likely to promote the happinefs of the people. . If is with ' 
plCafure we acquaint- you, - that, we h.ave the.greateft .reafon to be fatisfifed with Mr. 
Verelffs - attention to the fcveral objedts recommended, and the diligence' he has. 
exerted during his ffiort refidence in that country, of which you may form fome.- 
judgment from hjs Memorial to the Committee, annexed to our Proceedings of the. 
14th September. ■ • . - . 

28. It was in confequence of this, Memorial, that we formed our Refolution of that, 
date to withdraw the ‘Fadtory,. and alfo to recall the Member of the Board refident at 
Midnapore,.the cplledtion.s, and bufinefs of which.may- as conveniently be tr'anfadled by 
a junior fervant, at a much lefs expence. Many are,- the; inconveniencies, befides the 
extraordinary charge incurred, that refult, from, fuch appointtnents, which we confider, 
as neceffary- only at thofe Subordinates where, your principal inveilm'ents are madci 
We are convinced by very late experience, that the moft flagrant, oppreffions may be 
wantonly committed in tbofe employments by Members of the Board, which w^ould' 
riot: be tolerated: in junior ferva,nts ; and that the dread and awe annexed to their ftation 
as Coun'fellors have too frequently fereened them from coniplaints, which would' be 
lodged without fean or fcruple againft inferior fervants. . . 

aq. But there are other manifold inconveniencies, of ftill more pernicious .effedf to 
thefervice, which refult from thofe appointments.. Hence it was found neceffary to- 
cnlarge the Council from twelve to fixteeiV Menibers, that there might be a fufficient 
number to conduCt-the bufinefs of the Prefidency, and alfo to manage your affairs at 
the out-fetdements, either in quality of Chiefs or Refidents. What is the confequence 
but fuch perpetual revolutions at the. Board, .as render it impoffible for any of the 
Members to acquire a competent knowdedge of your interefts, and of the- particular 
duty of their own ftation ? 

• This cncreafe in the number of the Board- is alfo produftive.^ of a, further inc^ye-. 
nicncc, of the deepeft concern, to your, intereft in; the preferit- lituation of your affa^s.' 
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To keep np to die letter 'of J'onY Inftruflidns, we muflfill the vacancies iii Council 
from die next in ‘ fucceffion, without regard to the qualifications they poflefs for the 
difeharge of fo important a triift, and thus commit into the hands of rafii unexpe- 
rienced young men . die condueft of a fyflcm of government which demands the 
diferetion, judgment;, and ftCadinefs of, more advanced years and longer fcrvices. 
Cireumllanccs arc now widely diflerent from what they were a few years fince, when 
you confined your whole attention to commerce, and were happy in being able to 
complete your inveftments without infult or exaftioh from the Country Governmentv 
You arc now become the fovcrcigns of a rich and potent kingdom ; your fuccefs is 
beheld with jealoufy by the other European nations in India, and your interefts are 
fo extended, fo complicated, and fo connefted with thofc of the fevcral furrbunding 
powers, as to form a nice and difficult fyllcni of politics. 

Thefe Weighty confidcratiotis determined us to avoid filling the vacancies lately 
occafioned in Council by the death of Mr. Billers and refignation of Meffrs. Jolinftohe 
and Burdett. We carefully examined your orders refpedting the appointment of a 
Board ; we comjiared the different paragraphs of your Letter, the more clearly to 
afccrtaiii the fpirit of 5'our Inftrudtions, and are unaninious in our opinion, your 
reafons for cncrcafing the number of the Board were founded oh a fnppofitioh, that 
this mcafurc would conduce to the benefit of the Company. Experience convinces 
us of the contrary ; and we fiiould be wanting in duty to our conftituents, if, from a 
fervile regard to the letter, we ncglcftcd the evident fenfe and meaning of your 
Inftruftions, by admitting to the government of your affairs a number of perfons 
who have certainly no other claim to this diftiiuffion, than that of Handing next in 
fucccffion. 

It is therefore with the utniofl regret we think it incumbent on us to declare, that 
in the whole lift of your junior merchants there arc not more than three or four gen- 
tlemen whom we could poflibly recommend to higher ftations at prefent. ' 

In this number juflice requires we ftiould mention Mr. Campbell, Secretary to this 
Committee, whofc abilities and indefatigable diligence, of which we have had the 
moft; convincing proofs in the courfe of our proceedings, entitle him to this inflance of 
our regard, and to your particular notice ; and as the fame qualifications will diftin- 
guiflt him in any ftation in your fcrvicc, it is our joint requeft:, that you will 
plcafc to remove the reftriftion on his rifing, as a covenant-fervant, and fuffer him to 
take rank accordingly from tlie date of his appointmeht. 

30. At all times it has been found expedient to deviate occafionally from this general 
rule of preferring feniority. It now becomes your indifpenfible duty to admit no claim 
but that of merit, if you would preferve the valuable pofleftions you enjoy, and realize 
the very hear profpedt you' have of cftablifliing your affairs on fo firm and folid a bafis 
as nothing but mifcondudl can overfet. So much refts with the Board, that on your 
judicious impartial feledlion of the members it depends, whether you hold a foot of land, 

^ and enjoy a privilege in Bengal ; or whether you continue in poffeffion of the moH 
ample revenues and cffabliflied extenfivc influence ever cftabliflied by any European 
mercantile body.' We therefore moft: earncftly exhort you, that no confideratioh of 
favour or prejudice befuffered to biafs you in the important bufinefs of compofihg your 
Council; and that no other diftin'dtion be admitted, except whaf is due to abilityj- to 
integrity, and to faithful eflential fervices. 

Were we to fpeak our own fentiments further, we ffiould cohfefs it to be oiit firm 
opinion, founded on the experience now before us, ' that the bUfihefs of this' govern- 
r.rent can never fo effedlually be conduced as by a felecff; unanimous .Committee. By . 
dividing the power into many hands you weaken the authority, promote, diflention, 
and deprive your mcafufes of that fecrefy, fteadinefs, vigour, and difpatch neceflary 
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to their fuccefs. The fame means by which obtained the great advantag-es you' 
now enjoy, muft be continued, and conftantly exerted, to.fecure arid perrietuatethem * 
and, indeed, we cam think of no other form of government • fo well adapted, fo per- 
ictcly congenial to your peculiar preferit circumftances in Bengal. \ , ' 

. -31.. It will not be neceflary, we apprehend, to dwell upon a refutation of the fpe- 
: Clous but flimfy arguments advanced by. Mr^ Leycefler for imniedlately filling up the 
vacancies at the Board, and purluing the literal ferife of your Inftrudlions, when you. 
enlarge the- Board to fixteen.. .We have already fliewn, and Mr. Leycefter does not, 
deny it, that .the ' bufihefs of Burdwan and Midnapore may be conduced > to greater.-- 
advantage by junior fervants than by Members of the Couneil. We have alfo Ihewnj, 
that enlarging the Council beyond the number required for the bufinefs of the Prefir '- 
dency and Subordinates has proved injurious to the Company. ' He knows- it- is- bur.'- 
determinatioiiy that feven or eight Members fhould' conftantly relide at the Prcfidency,,^ 
while all proper attention fhall be given to your inveftment and-colledtions ;. and this, 
we certainly judge to be the fpirit of your orders.'. But- if drat gentleman, means, that 
no aiS can “be valid which is executed by a lefs number of Agents than you have exprefly. 
appointed, he renders void every deedj, covenant, contradt,, treaty, . and- obligation^ 
entered into by the Council fince the firft; eftablifiiment of this fettlemcnt ; . hc'even ren- ' 
ders null and of no effedt the treaty with .die prefent Nabob, in .w'hich.he..himfelf had a- 
principal- fhare, and.-wbich, -we believe,, is not figned. by more tllanbalf,the:Compa-• 
ny,’3 Agents. ' ’ . ' . ' . - 

In a word,, we forefee fo many inconvenienees confequent:on- aditeraPcompHancc 
with your .inftrudlions, that our. duty obliges., us. to .fufpend,. and. we think- our powers > 
authorize us in fufpending at ieaft,,.if not revoking thofe orders, until your iurthcr 
pleafure be, known. 

3.2.. By confulting our Proceedings of the lothof' Aiigiift’; and- -i. 8 th; of Sep tern* 
ber, you will be able to judge of the progrefs.we jrave made in, carrying jmur orders, 
into execution, relative to the trade in fait, beetleinut,. and .tobacco.:. This fubjedf-we- 
confidered with all the attention poflible, and. regard to->your iritereft, and tire good of 
the fervice.. We found that to remove the inconveniencies . of a free trade, pre- 
vent the oppreflions daily .committed,' fave this, valuable article of commerce from 
ruin, and diffufe the benefits rcfi,-ilting indifcrimi irately among all your fervants- 'en-» 
titled' to Dufl;ucks,.it was neceffary-to inveftthe whole in . an cxclufive company, 'comT 
pofed of the three flrfl: claffes.of your covenanted fervants, the field, officers, . chap- 
lains, and head furgeoirs. In admitting the field officers, arid, ftating -the proportions . 
.allotted to each clafs,,we had particular regard to the. prefent fituation of your Coun- 
cil, and field, officersj wko are now excluded- many' emoluments they before enjbyeck 
It is ' our opinion,, that gentlemen -who ^ have' rifen to, thofe ftatibns with credit 'and re-^- 
■putation, are certainly entitled- to -fbmething more than a ftrbfiftcnce : tlroy even have; 
a right to expedt fuch advantages in your fciwice, as may -enable, them 'to .return in a, 
few years with- independence to their native,countr3% , . . . . ' ' 

With refpedt to the Company,, we are unammoufly:of opinion, ..it: is -.more for. theii?- 
intereft to be confidered- as Superiors- than Proprietors-; and, as the royal grant of- the 
Hewanny renders the i ith article unneceflary, w'e are thereby enabled to fubjedl the 
trade to a duty . which will produce a clean annual revenue of iao,boo. 3 ; fterling ;• 
whatever furplus of their revenues, the Company may find themfclves .pofTefled: of, 
after difeharging all the demands in this Prefidency, we imagine- may be employed 
much more to their benefit, in fupporting- and-, extending the -China* trade,.; and affimng 
the wants of the other Prefidencies. Mowevcr> lliould- it either appear. that.•■we ha^o 
miftaken the Company’s real intereft, or that the profits of the trade will admit oi- 

cncrcafed duties, it is our rcfolution to give all poflible fatisfarilion on. thofe points to; 
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•our honourable Mafters-; aftj to lay before 5^011 a fair, full and candid reprefentation 
•of the' amount of the colls, charges and fales of the firft year,. ; • 

33'. We thkik it mcumbent on us to obferve, that -the manageihent of this import 
tantbuhnefs was committed to Mr. Sumner. If the plan, therefore, fliould prove fo 
fortunate as to meet your approbation, the merit is- chiefly due to that gentleman, who 
ipared no pains to- acquire a thorough inflght into the fubjedi, at the fame- time that 
he difchargcd the duties of the Prefldency, during Lord Clive’s abfence, much to our 
fatisfadtion. Mr. Sumner would have chearfully accepted thepoftof Refident at the 
Durbar, now grown an employment of confequence, fince- the grant of the Dewanny 
but we judged it to be fftiore becoming his ftation, more agreeable to your intentionj- , 
and more for the beriefit of the fervice, that he fliould remain, at the. Prefldency- to.> 
take charge of the government- in cafe of Lord Clive’s abTence.:. 

We therefore determined- to appoint Mr. %kes to the Durbar^ as-he'has already^ 
fufficientiy manifefted'his capacity and diligence in’ that employment; 

34. When thefe difpatchesare -finifliedjWe r'efolve-'to-apply ourfelVes- heartilytoh- 
•reformation- of .the' abufe's whi ch- have j crept into almoft^all- your public offlees, and’ 
'every department civil' ahd'military.'j-’ The taflf'-iS'arduQUs,' but not impradlicable, and'ri 
we are aflured it becomes highly neceflary to the fendee;. The -fame unanimity 
which- hath enabled the Committee to difpatch lb great- a v’^ariety of important affairs-- 
•fince' their eftablilhmcnf, fliall,. we hope^ be firmly continued and vigoroufly exerted, „ 
until- we have accompliflied every.- end'propofed at - ovrT appointment ; • until we have 
•ftemmed' the torrent 6fl luxury and corruption, and': eftabliflied ‘a fpirit of induftry, 
'cecononiyj ' and. integrity, throughout every clafs of ymur fervahts.r • . 

We beg leave -to- conclude with aflufingiyou, that it is the -higheft arhbition of this - 
Committee to merit- the confidence repofed in them, by promoting with their utmofl: 
•diligence- andiabilities, -the- -honour and- intereft- of the.- 'Ealt. India Company, which, 
have ever been. the objedls of their moft fen- ent wilhes. . 

• ' - • . ' ’ wye have'the Honduvto be, with.refpeftjjj,: 

Hbir ou.R-A-BUE' S irs,, 

, , - Your moft -faithful humble Servants,'-. 

■' , CLiyE,,W,B..SL[MNERv JOHN CARNACj H. .VERELST, ^ F. SYKES.- 


S U. -P. P L E M- E' N; T;, 

In juftice to the memory of tire late Nabob Meer Jaffier, we think it incumbent on 
•us to- acquairrt you, that the horrible maflacres'.- wherewith 'be is charged by Mr., 
H'olwellj.m.his. Addrefs tbdlie Proprietors- of Eaft India Stock'fpage 46J are-cruel • 
afperfions on the charadter of, .that.Prince, whichhave not the- leaft foundation in truth. . 
The feveral; perfons there affirmed, and who were general^ thought to- have been 
murdered\by bis order, are all now living except two3 who were put to death' by-. 
Meeran, .without the Nabob’s confent or. knowledge; and it is with additional fatis- 
fadlion we can afifure you, that they are lately releafed from confinement by the 
prefent Subah, which fully evinces the entire confidence he.repofes in the. Company’s • 
protedlion, againfl-all attacks on his government. . ’ . 
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-Wc are furdicr to acquaitit yon, that -not 'fatlsfied with paying all <hrc -attention to 
the confirmation and fecurity of. your poflcfllons in Bengal, Lord, Clive' has alfo ob- 
.tamed from the King, Sunnuds for the five Northern Brovinces, and the ftrongeft 
ttatificatioii under- his Majefly’s IiiukV and fcaly/of all .yolir former .polTcflions in the 
.Carnatic. ' 

; Mr. Sykes has exerted his utmofi: diligence in procuring an'exad; efiimate of the 
'amount of the revenues of the. Nabob’s dominions, of which you are not only the 
'Colledtors but the Proprietors; and wc are in hopes of tranfmitting an accurate ac- 
count of the fame by the Admiral Stevens ; but the books of the Sircar are fo much 
behind, fo many balances arc outflandingjland fuch ncgligQiccJ appears in the col- 
.ledfion of the revenues for foine - years' pafl, owing,- in a great-meafurc,,to the dif- 
turbances in the country, which prevented any regular colleftions from being made, 
'that he has not been able yet to fuccccd' to. his entire fatisfadtion ; wc therefore 
think it better to poftpone the fubjedt until oUr next difpatchcs, when we can write 
Avlth precifion and certa^nt 3 ^ At prefent, tve can only: affirm, that the acquifition of 
the Dewanny, "and the agreeiucnt with jthe Nabobj wall neccffarily turn out a pro- 
digious increafe of your revenues,, at the. fame time it muft conduce to, the {lability 
-of your power and influence. ' . ’ 

You will obfciTC in our general letter from the public department, what haspaflTed 
in Coubcll on the fubjcdl of the donation to the navy, wliich is indeed no more than 
•a tranfeript of our Gonfultations. , Wc here think it ncceflary to remark, tliat wc' can- 
not, . in the , prefent circumftances of yOur affairs, and confiftently, with our late en- 
gagements with the Nabob,, cither take upon us, to. pay fo large a demand outrof your 
f'evehueSj Ordnfift Upon. the Nabob’s paying it out of his limited ilipend ; more cf- 
:pecially as it appears that . the donation to '.the navy was never voluntary, but obtained 
from Meer Jaffier by dint of folicitation, and other means) tvhicli never, met with, his 
•intirc approbation. : , 

It is with fomc regret we acquaint you, that we apprehend it will be neceffary to 
refume our late enquiry into the condudl of the Deputation, having juft received informa- 
tion from Nundcomar of further fums paid to them out of the Nabob’s treafury, during 
tbeir rcfidence at Murflied-abad. Mr.Johnftone makes a principal and confpicuous figure 
in this account alfo, having obtained' a very large fum befides -what is fpecified in the 
diftribution lift>' or the narratives of Mahomed Reza CaWn and Juggutfeat, rvhich 
with the fums received .by. the other gentlemen, fully accounts for the Nabob’s af- 
fertions in' his letter adclrcfied to the Gommittee. The neceffity we are under of dif- 
patching the fliip,' in order to receive the earlieft notice of your fentiments on our 
proceedings, and your further inftruclions, prevents pur entering immediately upon 
the enquiry ; of which, ho\veyer, you may be aflured, welliall tranfmit a faithful and 
particular account in our next advices. , ' 

CLIVE, W.B. SUMNER, JOHN CARNAC, .H. VERELST,' F. SYKES. 
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To the Honourable the Court of jyireWors,. ISc,- 

Honourable Sirs, ■ | Fort wrniam, jan. sT, 1766. 

i. We have now the honour to tranfmit the fequel' of thofe Proceedings of the Se- 
le£t Committee,- which were difpatched the 30th of September,, by the Admiral Ste- 
vens, and alfo a duplicate of our letter of that date.. 

. 2. The conjedlures we then formed, with relpe6^ to. the fyftem which the Com- 
mittee found it neceflary to adopt, have, in the .event, correfponded to our warmed; 
expectations ; and it is with extreme fatisfaCtion we can afllire you, that a happy , 
profpeCt is daily opening to our view, of fecurity and opulence to the Company. Mo- 
ney flowing into your I'reafury ; contentment exprefied by the Country Government ; 
and Peace diffufing her bleffings throughout every diftriCb of the Nabob’s dominions, 
-are to us the moft pleafing teftimonies of the reCtitude of the meafures we purfued, 
when the late grants were obtained.. ... . 

The more we refledt on the fituation of your affairs, the ftronger appear the reafons; 
for accepting the Dewanhy of thefe provinces, by which alone we could eftablifli a 
power fufficient to perpetuate the pofleffions we hold, and the influence we enjoy. 
While the Nabob a<Ted in quality of Collector for the Mogul, the means of fupport- 
ing our military eftablifliment depended. upon his pleafure. In the moft critical fitu- 
ations,. while we ftood ballancing on the extreme border of defb'uCtion, his ftipulated 
payments were flow and deficient^ his- revenues with-held by difaffeCted Rajahs, and’ 
turbulent Zemindars, who defpifed -the weaknefs of his government ; or they were- 
fquandered in profufion, and diffipated in corruption, the never-faiiing fymptoms of a 
declining confthution and feeble ' adminiftratlon. Hence we were frequently difap-- 
pointed of thofe fupplies, upon' the punCtual receipt of which depended the very ex- 
iftence of the company in Bengal. : 

-. ^^'e cannot indeed look back without horror, upon that delperate crifis to which- 
your affairs were reduced, whea a mutinous. fpirit prevailed among your troops,, when- 
diflehtions diftraCted your confultatibns, and a powerful army was invading the pro-; 
vinces, to feize and defolate your polTeffions, and probably to extirpate your fervants. 
■To us it evidently appears there remained but the alternative to advance as we have, 
done, and grafp at the whole power, or to flirink back into our primitive condition of 
Ample merchants, to abandon our pofleffions, di-fband our forces, and reft our future 
hopes on the clemency of princes, who will not eaflly forget or -forgive the fuperiority 
we have fo long maintained. ' ' . 

In a word, this laft meaftire was in itfelf impracticable ; for we muft obferve, altho’' 
with much regret, -that the raifconduCt of individuals hath rendered the Englilh name 
- ft) odious, that we are no longer fecure than whilft our hands are armed for the defence 
of our lives and propert3% 

'3. The feveral ftatements entered in the Committee Proceedings, fliew clearl}'- the 
amount of revenues to be collected this year' into theTreafury, excluAve of thofe iffuing- 
from the provinces, of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, the Calcutta lands, 
and all your former pofleffions. At prefent the^'-ftand incumbered with a variety of fu- 
perfiuous charges, which we hope to reduce, when we come, to adjuft'the collections 
of the enfuing year ; but we thought it advifeable to avoid introducing innovations, 
which might create difgiift and diflatisfaCtion at fo early a period of our government. 
The next balance, amounting , to 212 lacks of Sicca rupees, or 286,200 /. fterling, 
will be the more readily paid, that the minifters and ofAcers of the government can . 
have nothing to plead in excufe for deftciencies ; and we have reafon to believe it will not 
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fall iliojt -pf tljcHatccl.aniqunt. This bailanccjs abundantly fufficicnt to fiinplv' 

yom China trade, provide for our o^vn Inveftment, and defray allthccxpcnccs of your 

furplus may remain in the treafury after 
■the ilipends to thc King and Nahrb arc difeh urged, and •<■)!} other , more hnnicdiatc 
demands arc anlvycrcd, this, together, widi the revenues of llurdivan, &c. fhall then 
be applied to. relieve the wants ot the other Prefidcnciefi, to pay of!' your bonds, and -to 
fuch other 'purporcs as. may appear to us themoft conducive to your intcrcA'. 

4. Mr. Sykes, who was fomc time fiiice appointed refident at the Diirber, and Su- 
pervirorof^thc cdllcdlions, 'hath now taken charge of the factory at CoiTimbaxar, ujion 
Mr, Senior^ application for leave ro return to Junopc. The great diligence' he has 
exerted in 'fettling the revenues, and forniing the flaccmcnw, as well as ihewn, to the 
other fevcral objcifts of tlie adminiftration, afford us- the ntmofb rcafon to be Jiighly 
fatisfied with his condudt. He is daily making remittances, the frfl fruits of the 
’oollcdtions 'to the treafliry, whereby we arc already enabled fo fet apart a fuppiy of 
■^■^t\vent3’■-fou^ lacks for your China inveftment, *f twelve of wliich arc now under dif-. 
patch for Canton ; the remainder ivill be fent in the month of February to Madrafs, 
to be forwarded from thence ro China, by the carlieft conveyance. 

M^hen the collections of the year arc clofed, we have diredlcd Mr. Sykes to enquire 
flridtly into the ballanccs due to the government, and to ufe every poflibic endeavour 
to recover them, as we entertain the mofl;- ilattcring hojic, that from thefc arrc.ars will 
axife a fund fufficient to difeharge all the public demands on die late Nabob, for'rvhicli 
your honour may Hand any way engaged. ' 

5. Notwithflandihg thefe immenfe revenues, of wliich -the Company is .adlually 

poffefled, we itiufl: earncftly requeft your ferious attention to the confequcnces of our 
impoverifliing the countrj’’, by fuch annual exports of treafure to China. We mufl 
-alfo recommend, that you devife fomc method of enabling your fen-ants, arid the 
inhabitants of the fettlement, to remit their own fortune, and the cfTedts of deceafed 
perfons in their hands, by fome other channel than that of bills upon France and 
Holland. You arc now in a fituation which will never require your receiving pri- 
vate cffedls intd the treafury, to be able. to complete your own inveftment. Your 
■collections are adequate to every purpofc and demand which we can forefee. The 
Governor and Council could not therefore, with any propriety, fubjedt you to the 
-inconvenience of anfwering bills to the amount of § forty or jj fifty lacks, merely for 
the benefit of your fervants, and fuffer your owi money to lie dead and unappro- 
priated-in the treafory.- Indeed we were* particularly cautious -of drawing largely 
■for this year, hn order that' you -might be .able to difeharge your more immediate and 
prefiing engagements at home. Yet, Ihould the neceffity continue of remitting 
private property by foreign funds, the French and Dutch will not only be enabled 
■thereby to provide early and valuable invcflmcnts, but, the provinces will alfo be de- 
prived of a very confiderable addition to the current Ipecie, which thofe nations will 
otherwife be obliged to import every year in ready money. - ' . _ 

To obviate as far. as poffible any . immediate bad effciSts to the public from the 
above caufes, the Prefident has now under confideration a propofal to prevent the ex- 
portation of treafure from occafioning a fcarcity of money tor fome years at leaft. Yet 
as this propofal rather tends to palliate, -than elfedtually to remedy the evil, it is from 
your inftru&ions only that we are to expedl a radical cure. ^ ^ ; 

6 . The opportunity which, the reftoration of peace affords for carrying into execu- 
tion 3''our orders relative to' the Batta allowed to military . officers, will contribute, 
greatly to the increafe of your furplus fund. I'hofe orders, although reafonable and 

.neceflaiT, could not, however, be conveniently enforced before the public tranqtn-. 

*300,000/. *5-150,000/. §500,000/. I] 625,000/. 



lity, and militavy difciplhic and fubordination, were firmly eftabliflred. > It was alfo 
ncceflary to dcvlfe the means of their living cheaper, and of fupplying' them with li- 
■quors, and other ftoresj at a more, moderate price. than thofe articles, had' ufually been 
furniflied. \'\^e.muft likcwife obfefve, that regimen|ing.!thdiroops has. not only con- 
duced to the reformation we propofed, but facilitatedf the .redudibn of expence you 
enjoin ; a foldier, who knows and performs his duty, will neither expe'd nor req^uire the 
iiiperfliiiries and luxuries of life. 

Accordingly we have prdained, that on the firft day of the prefent month, the cuf- 
;tomary Batta firall be flruck off from the troops in general, excepting the brigade fia- 
tioned in Sujah al Dowlah’s dominions, who, on account of the high price of provi- 
fion, and the -difficulty of procuring ftores, will be allowed double Batta in the 'field, 
.and half double Batta in cantonments and in garrifon, until they are recalled to the 


provinces. 

For the fame reafons half Batta is continued to the troops quartered at Patna and 
Mongheer ; but. the reft .of the a’rmy, we_ mean ' the detachments at fubordinates and 
other places, .that arc not engaged in aduaf lervice, are reduced precifely on a footing 
with the Company’s forces on the coaft ; even thdfe ftationed at Mongheer' arid Patna 
receive the fame exad Batta as your troops at Trichinopoly. , 

From fuch regulations, and alfo from the check already given to the many fliameful 
abufes committ^ in mufters, returns, hofpital bills, boats, and other articles, we may ' 
affirm with confidence, that the charges of your whole eftablifliment, civil and militar}'-, 
including your fortifications, will fall ftioft of the amount expended during the couife 
of the late war on your army alone ; and yet it is propofed, if you fupply us duly 
with recruits, to maintain the complete eftablifliment projedtedby Lord Clive, and the 
nipft formidable army that ever took the field in Bengal. From what caufes your mi- 
litary expences fwclled to fuch immeafurable bounds, requires no explanation. Cer- 
tain it is, they far exceeded the fupplics fo liberally voted by the Britifli parliament, 
for an army of auxiliaries employed to oppofe the combined forces of the moft power- 
ful princes in Chriftendom. 

y. To thefe fehemes of oeconomy, permit us to add the late refolution of this 
Committee, regarding the new works eredting for the fecurity of your fervants and 
property, Thofe works have, for feveral years paft, been a perpetual drain for trea- 
sures, which might have been more ufefully applied ; yet Ihould we ever meet with 
the misfortune of being driven off the field, and cooped up within the walls of this 
fort, your affairs may then be confidcred as defperate and irrecoverable. It is there- 
fore the unanimous opinion of this Committee, confirmed by the fentiments of the 
chief engineer, that we ought to regard the new works as a temporary fecurity only ; 
for which purpofe the ditch, ramparts, baftions, and ravelin already finifhed, are 
fufficient to withftand the greateft force which the powers of this country are ever 
fikely to afiemble. 

• Captain Martin farther delivers it as his opinion, that enlarging the fortifications' 
conformably to the plan of the intended outworks, would add nothing to the ftrength 
of the place, unlefs we could at the fame time maintain a garrifon proportioned to 
their extent ; we refolved therefore not to proceed on the plan beyond what is now 
completed, but to ufe all poffible means to check the incroachments of the river, 
which hath advanced within a few yards of -the covert way, and threatens to fweep 
awa)'’ one intire fide of the fort. 

We Ihall alfo make all the difpatch we are able in completing the barracks, foine 
of which we have converted into very commodious apartments for the writers, lately 
arrived ; and we are convinced it would be much for the benefit of the fervice, if all 
the younger fervants, and the public offices, were colledted within fo narrow a com- 
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pafs, as- might rubje6: theux xo ctofer ihiipeffion tlian is poflihle in their nrefent 
lituation. . 

' 8'. Mahomed Reza Caw^, and the minifte'rs-hve affociated with him to condudb 
the bnlinefs of the country government,- proceed with alacrity and unanimit)^, under 
‘diredtion of Mr. Sykes, the fendenr. , 'Th’e)^, as well as the people in general, ex- 
prefs great fatisfadion at the orders we Ihtel^r iffued and enforced, for recalling to the 
Prefidency all free merchants, and other Europeans, ‘who 'are not in your covenanted 
■fendce, many of whom had, by: interfering with public affairs, by ads of oppreffion 
and. violence, and by a:ffuming and exerting a judicial authority, totally perverted the 
ordinary courfe of jufiice, and given great interruption to the bulinefs, of theadmini- 
llration ; yet we muft lament that the juft and ncceflary puhilhnient inflided upon- 
thofe who had committed abufes, ftiould unavoidably extend to others who always 
aded with, integrity and honour. . . ' . 

9. The more effedually to remove every caufe of complaint, and render the mi-r 
nifters refponfible for the colledi'ons of thdflated revenue, we have direded that none 
befides .thofe wlio are employeddn certain' public ftations, -lliall in future correfpond 
with ’ dfEc'ers ' 6f thd' government, hold lands, lend moriey to the Zemindars, or 
take any other means of improving their -fortunes, or acquiring influence inthecotin-, 
try, that may tend to difturh, diftrefs, or defraud either the adminiftration or the 
people; and this prohibition we have extended to- all your fcn'ants, civil and military, 
and their dependents. It was' the. eameft requeft of the minifters,. that we fhould im- 
pbfe fuch reftridions ; and we thought compliance but reafonable, as vve- were well 
affured that the revenue had fuffered from the excefs to which thefe pradices were 
carried. 

. In one inftance, however, we have taken the liberty of deviating from your orders- 
for recalling the free merchants, &c. The plan for conduding the joint inland ' trade, 
in the articles of fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, is in itfelf fo extenfive, the capital' re- 
quired fb -very confiderable, and'the difficulty of procuring money at a moderate in- 
tereft fo great, that it becomes indifpenfibly neceffary the accounts of the fociety 
flrould'be clofed, and their books ballanced with' more, difpatch than can be expeded,. 
Ihould black Gomaftahs and agents be employed. For this reafon, and- becaufe we 
are willing to promote to the utmoftof our power a fch'eme which appears well calcu- 
lated for your intereft end' the general-' benefit, we have permitted the committee of 
trade, to. appoint European agents for difpbfing of the fbciety’s concerns at certain: 
eftabliflled marts, in different parts of the country; , and as for this purpofe the Com- 
pany’s fer\'ants could not be fpared from the Prefidency and’Subordinates, thofe agenp 
are therefore chofen from the lift' of free metchants, with the utmoft attention to their 
charaders and- former behaviour. Befides which we have ftridly confined them to- 
the bufinefs of the fociety By fuch fevere penalties and reftrjdions, as we think muft 
eft'edually prevent their giving. hindrance or. moleftatiqn. . Should we' find theft li- ' 
mitations infufficient to fecure the peace of. the country, and rerhove all caufe of 
complaint, we are then determined' to recall them, and commit the bufinefs to black 

agents. , rf 

II. Farther to affift this valuable branch of commerce, and promote the, credit ot 

the infant fociety,: the Governor and' Council have, the requeft of the Committee , 

of trade, figned and executed a deed" for better fecuring to the fociety the free 
and cxclufive purchafe and fale of the articles of fait, .'&c. from the ifl: of 
ber 1765, to the 30th of Auguft 1766, allowing a fuffident time to dilpoftoffuch 
flock as may be provided for the feafon, in order to prevent the great lofs that mii t 
arife to the proprietors, Ihould any alteration take place by your order, after the ^n- 
cerns for the }'ear are begun, and before the lame are concicided. We tliererore nat- 
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ter ourfelves with 3'our intire approbation of tliis- m^afure, fo' ejSential to the due. ex-' 
■ccution of the plan formed by- your pcrmiffion, ana with all poffible regard to your 

intereft. \ 

1 2. .Our proceedings point out clearly the increaft) of your rents,, . ilTuing from the 
•Calcutta lands ; and the feveral minutes, entered up||)h that fubjedb explain bur fenti- 
nients On the profpedt we have of rating the Pergunnahs ftill higher^ without .exadtloii 
or oppreflion. It evidently appears 'to ■ us, that confiderable frauds, were formerly 
committed in thefe colledtions ; with a view of corredting which, we have determined 
that the leafes granted to the prefent farmers flrall expire on the i ft .day of November 
next. By that time we hope to find leifurc to afeertain their value more exadtly ; at 
leaft wc llrall then filcnce the clamour of the Inhabitants againft. what they deeiu a 
monopoly, by univerfally diffufing and extending the benefits arifing from the pof- 
feffion of lands among the moll fubllantial and reputable Banyans and black mer- 
chants living under j^our protedlion. 

13. Moft earneftly do we willi that fuch fhameful embezzlement of the public mo* 
ucy were confined to thofe lands fituated more immediately under the eyes of the 
Governor and Council, fince nothing befides the greateft inattention and mifeondudt 
could then prevent the detedlion of abufes; butlliould a general depravity of manners 
prevail, and your fervants, adting in the highefl; llatlons, be rellrained neither bj 
motives of confcience, nor b}'’ principles of honour, the difeovery of frauds a\t places 
remote^ from the Prefidency will then become difficult and merely accidental. 

This evidently appears from the Hate of theMidnapore revenues, which for three years 
pall have yielded ^ 250,000 rupees more than were ever placed, as they ought, to the 
Company’s credit. Our recalling the fadlor3’',and appointing Mr. Verelll fupervifor, and 
Mr. Graham prefident, brought this unwarrantable tranfadlion to light, which might 
otherwife have lain in profound obfeurity, until chance had produced a refident, whofe 
fenfe of honour, and feelings of confcience, were llronger than the impulfes of private 
intercll. 

Yet fortunate to the Company as this difeovery will certainly be confidered, we mull 
confefs it occafions great embarralTment to our proceedings, unlefs we would deviate on ^ 
the one hand or the other from that duty which we owe to our Conllituents. It was firmly 
our intention to avoid farther retrofpedlion of the condudl of an adminillration fo no- 
torioully cormpt, and meanly venal, throughout every department, in hopes the 
examples already made would fufficiently deter others, and work a reformation. It 
was the corrcdlion of abufes, and not the punilliment of pall mifeondudt, that we 
propofed, although we endeavoured to avoid expofing ourfelves, either to the cenfure 
of partiality, or the heavier charge of unfaithfrilnefs to our employers. 

In this, as in many other inltances, we confidered that a ferutiny into the particulars 
of the embezzlement would be unprofitable to you, while it would at the fame time 
occafion great obllrudlion to our confultations, and might end in the neceffity of di* 
minillring the number of your Council, already much reduced by the death of one, 
the fufpenfion of another, and the refignation of four menibers of that board. 

We mull farther beg leave to obferve, that we cannot help regarding the late re* 
fident as far lefs culpable than any of his immediate predecelTors, who may be faid to 
have chalked out the path, and guided his Heps by the falfe light that milled him > 
certain it is, that lliould you difapprove our lenity, the fame decree in law and equity 
which will oblige Mr. Watts to refund, will alfo oblige his predecelTors to make 
rellitution. • • 

From thefe confiderations, therefore, we refolve to leave it in the option of your 
Honourable Board, to profecute or relinquilh your claim to fuch ballances as ought 
to have been applied to your credit, contenting ourfelves with giving you the necelfary 
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information of fadts, and taking me moil effedtual 'means to prevent fuch pradtlces 
future. . 

1 4. For reafons of a fimllar n JairCj we decline refuming an)^ farther confideration- 
of the condudt of the Board and deputation during- the late negociations at Murlhed- 
abad. Already our confultatioris h; ,ve been too much interrupted with cavilling, debate 
and fadfion. We are heartily. Tick of the fruitlcfs labour of raking in the jakes of 
corruption; and fliould we enter. upon clofe inquiries, we- mull again wholly fufpend 
the courfe of current bufinefs. You have', before you fufficient proofs, whether thofe 

. gentlernen diftinguilhed more zeal for your fervice, or attachment to their own intereft:;. 
and ihould you . be difpofed, for the fake of example, to attempt the recovering of 
thofe fums, obtained fo unwarrantably, from the Nabob and his minillers, ive. appre- 
hend the evidences tranfmitted are ftrong and -explicit enough to ground .an adtioa 
upon in any court of judicature. 

15. It remains with us to offer a few remarks upon that letter ivhicli Mr. Johnftone 
fent into the Board, juft as the Admiral Stevens was under fail, as. if he apprehended 
left fome bold affertions he advanced might be refuted before he was out of reach, of , 
the lhame confequent on detedtion. Many.of thefe affertions are fo "mean, fo contrary 
to truth, and to Mr. Johnftone’s own knowledge, that we read. them with equal fur- 
prize and contempt ; fenftble that he rnuft be' hard preffed indeed to fupport- a .linking - 
reputation, who has recourfe to fallhood to juftify mifeondudt. 

1 6., '"This gentleman thinks it neceffary, after three months preparation, to apolo-r 
gize for a lame and unfeafonable defence, by affirming, tliat he was denied-all accels 
to the papers relative to hunfelf, until a few days before his departure. . Mr. John-r 
ftone forgot that he acknowledges the receipt of thofe very papers, , in a note he wrote 
to our Secretary, in the month of June, before we.' came to any- determination, which 
note is now in the Secretary’s polfeffion. . He alfo forgot that the letters -of Meflfs.. 
Senior and Middleton, inferted in our proceedings of the 21ft of June, prove that all 
the evidences and proceedings upon that occalion, were regularly tranfmitted to thofe 
gentlemen who were not prefent at the Board. He ought, therefore, to avail him- 
felf of the firft plea, and refufe rather to acknowledge the authority of the.Committee, 
than thus to Ikulk behind a pitiful untruth.. ' , 

From the deep fund of critical learning which Mr. .JoKnftone'difplays in the coun- 
try language, 'we might reafonably expedt a.more perfedl knowledge of the power and- 
idiom of his mother tongue ; for after torturing the phrafe Cooeb booliganiy to make 
our proceedings appear unfair and partialj he is at length forced to conftrue it into a 
lignificadon that implies a ftronger menace -, that can poflibly be conveyed in the 
words of our tranflation. The leaft acquaintance with the Englillx language, will enable 
any man to determine whether, in the circumftances there reprefented, Mr-Johnftonc’s 
expreliion, “ I will be filent,” doth not imply a more emphatic menace than the words 
which we aferibe to him, • Your bufinefs will meet with no -countenance inafiniich 
as the one declares all that is meant; whereas the. other intimates a harllxer meaning 
than he would chufe to exprefs , 

Mr.' Johnftone infinuates, by way of refleiftion oiv the management of the Com- 
mittee, that we were under the neceffity of applying to the Seats for the loan of a lack 
and a half of rupees; thefadh is true, but it refts with Mr. Johnftone and his aflb- 
ciates at the Board to explain how the Company’s treafury came to be at fo low an ebb, 
as to want fo poor a ftipply. It alfo refts with thenx to. explain how the Nabob (for 
our firft application was to the Nabob) came to be fo impoveriflied by prefents made 
to the Deputation,' that he could not furnifli even this firKiIl relief to the neccffities of 
the Com-pany ; and it refts particularly with Mr. Johnftone to affign rhe- reafoiv, why 

a ballance of + fix lacks was due from Burdwan to your exhaufted treafury, whilit he 
' • • - was ■ 
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was filling his own. pockets at the Durbar, which/ballance was afterwards colledled 
by Mi-. Verelft.. - J ' 

■ Vv'hat he remarks on our opinion of Mr. Lcyccfter, delivered in our Prpceedings 
of the of June, is alfo very true. That gcntlemaji had jointly, with Mr. Johnftone, 
received bills from Mahomed Reza Cawn ; but as hf: declared upon oath, that he had 
no intention of benefiting by them, it was furely incumbent on the Committee to ac- 
quit him in a public opinion. 'We flrould have acquitted Mr. Johnftone,. likewife,, if 
he had made the fame folemn declaration ; but our private fentiments pt that oath we 
llrould have referved, as in Mr. Leyceftcr^s cafe, to our letter to the Court of Diredtors, 
for an oath may filence an accufation of crimes, but it doth not neceflarily produce- ■ 
conviction of innocence. 

Mr. Johnftone has tacked to this extraordinary, defence, certain letters written to 
him by Mahomed Reza Cawn, and his own agent Mooteram, as vouchers for his- • 
good behaviour during the ncgociation. With refpedt to thefe letters, we obferve, they, 
were obtained at a period when it may reafonably be fuppofed that fuch teftimonies 
durft not not be refufed, on account of the extraordinary authority which Mr.. John- 
ftone had juft before aflumed.at the Durbar. It may alfo be obfer^-ed, from Mahomed 
Reza. Cawn’s letter, that great apprehenfions were conceived,' left the Nabob ftiould 
come to Calcutta, to lay his complaints before the Committee ; and Mr. Johnftone knows 
that intereft was made v'ith the then Refident, to prevail on him to exert his utmoft 
influence in preventing a viflt, which it was thought would not bring much honour to 
the Deputation. Weleave it therefore to your Honourable Board, to determine, whether ■ 
thofe teftimonies, at the beft, will juftify Mr. Johnftone from thC charge of extortion, and 
weigh down againft the.moft pofitivc evidence, that can be given upon am’- matter o£. 
fadt. Be this as- it- will, we think it neceflary to -corredt Mr. Johnftone’s miftakc^ 
when he affirms, that Mahomed Reza Cawn’s firft depofirion takes no notice of any 
demand 'made in the name of; the de])Utations. A reference to that depofition will 
fatisfy.you that h'lr. Johnftone citfier reads without attention, or that he quotes without 
candour. 

It would be endlefs to purfue Mr. Johnftone through the tedious maze of error and ‘ 
mirreprefentation, fo evident in cvciy page of his letter; . permit, us, therefore, to refer 
you for a more particular reply to the Proceedings then-)fclves, to Lord Clive’s minute, _ 
and thofe of the members of the Seledt Committee, entered in- the -Appendix,, already 
tranfmitred by the Admiral Stevensi 

As to' Mr. .Johnflone’s management in the Burdwan province, we could wifli- he • 
had fnffered us to cover -with the veil of filence tranfaftions that will not bear exa- 
mination. He hath now, by his ill-judged ftritlures .on Mr. . Verelft’s memorial, 
obliged that gentleman to mention what,- out of tendernefs to. Mr. Johnftone, he was 
unwilling to reveal. 

You will obfers'e, from -the -Confultations, that Mr.'Leycefter ftands fufpended, and ■ ' 
that Mr. Gray refigned the fervice, while his conduct, during his refidence at Maulda>, . 
was' under confideration of the Board. You .will alfo perceive -the o'bftiaidtion given 
to all-public bufinefs, by cavilling, debate, and unfeafonable minutes, while thefe two > 
gentlemen remained at the Board. Thofe minutes are themfelves- fufficient tefti- - 
mony of the fpirit which adtuated fo extraordinary a behaviour; .they are indecent., 
violent, and'-faftious, beyond any- thing ever before tolerated in. this government in 
the moft licentious of ti'iues. 

Meffrs,. Leycefter- and Gray no fooner perceive -the- laUr of corredtion removed, than 
they, unrhindful of the lenity of the Con-unittee, when we might with propriety, and ln‘r- 
deed ought to have fufpended them the fer\dce,fet up a determined oppofition,- and .dared 
to ridicule and infult the government upon all occafions ; yet we bore this .ufage with 

patience. 
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patience, out of regar(^ to your fi\uatlon, , and replied to their minutes with Cewpert 
until Mr. Leycefter proceeded to fucli lengths of licentioufnefs, as tended to involve 
the lettlemcnt in anarchy and cl .‘il diflbntion. I-Je pnbliHicd an cxj)rcffion haflily 
dropt at die Board iiy General Car lac, with fucli additional aggravating circumftariccs, 
as were bell calculated to mile a ferment in the minds of the people, and excite the 
inhabitants to open fedition. The alarm that we were about to introduce a military 
•government became fo general, we thought it incumbent on us to trace the author of 
fuch' dangerous calumny; and, upon convirftion, that Mr, Leycefter had forged and 
publifticd it with a defign of weakening the hands of the adminiftration, we judged it 
neceflary to fufpend ium as unworthy of his ftation in your fervice. 

1 8. We need not take up your time in juftifying a mcafurc that became indifpen- 
libly neceflary, unlcfs we meant to rclinquifti all attempts to cftcifl: that general re- 
formation fo cllential to the ftabllity and jicrmancncy of your pofleffions. Mr. Ley- 
cefter had ftrenuoufty oppofed every mcafure which tended to the corrcdlion of abufes ; 
and, even whilft he wasa<fling in the capacity of a magiftratc and judge, moft fliame- 
fully endeavoured to ftipprcfs, pervert, and iliflc evidence relative to Mr, Gray’s con- 
dudi. His own minute on the occafton that produced his fufpcnfion, fo thoroughly 
points out the violent dcftgns he entertained, that we could ftt no longer at the fame 
Board with any regard to our own charadters, or jirofjicdl: of advantage to your fervice. 
From the loud cry raifed by Mr. Gray and him againfi: military force and arbitrary 
power, one would naturally conceive the Preftdent had deprived half the Britifli fub- 
ledts in the fcttlcmcnt of their birth-right. The fadt, however, was nothing more than 
that Lord Clive had ordered a guard of Sepoys over Romnaur, a man of infamous 
charadter, faid to be employed by Mr. Gray, in the moft iniquitous adts of extor- 
tion, and a native of Maulda, -who himfclf refufed to claim die proredtion of our 
laws, becaufe he fliould thereby become fubjedt to the puniflimcnt to which thofe laws 
condemn his oftcnccs ; whereas, numbcrlcls inftanccs occur in former governments in 
Bengal of native inhabitants of Calcutta being confined by militar)' guards, upon 
accufations of infinitely lefs confcqucnce to the public weal. In fhort, thofe two 
gentlemen thcmfelves were fo diflatisfied, fo difeontented and indnftrious -in pro- 
pagating the feeds of their ill humour, that we are firmly convinced the fufpenfion of the 
one was neceflary, and that the refignation of the other is conducive to the benefit of 
your fervice. Yet thefc are the gentlemen who, we arc told, flatter themfclves with 
the hopes of juftifying their condudt to your fatisfadtion, and of rcD-irning again to 
the management of your concerns in Bengal : fliould this event ever hap^ien, we have 
only to wifli, and we feiwcntly do wifli, although contrary to all human probability, 
•that your affairs may profpei*. 

I p. The Board being now reduced far beneath the cftablifiiment we propofed, and 
to' a number infufficient to condudt the neceffary bufinefs of the government, filling 
the vacant feats became an immediate objedt of confideration. By the Admiral 
Stevens we freely delivered our fentiments of the unfitnefs for that ftation of thofe 
gentlemen who ftand next in fucceffion. We alfo recommended with the greateft'ear- 
. neftnefs, that in compofing your Council, you would admit of no claim but that of 
merit and approved lervices. W^e muft now again beg leave to repeat, that from a lift 
■of fourteen iunior merchants, we are not able to feledt a number fufficieut to make up 
the deficiency of members at the Board,, unlefs we .abandon all hopes of curbing li- 
centioufnefs, reforming abufes, and fubdiiing that univerfal paflion which prevails among 
vour fervants of accumulating riches in a manner inconfiftent with the good of the 
country and with.}mur intereft. Thefadliousfpirit which lately blazed out fo violently in 
Council, has reached the lower claffes ; 'fo that we can entertain no reafonable hope 
• from their cordial fervices^ until they have felt the weight of correction, .and expe- 
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ncnccd the Influence of example. Still, however, we Ihouid be forry to deprive them 
of all profped of rifing, by promoting their jnniojs on this eflabliflunent, fmee time 
and the certain aflurance, th.at merit and not Handing will entitle them to your fa- 
vours, may produce the dcfircd effect: upon their condudtv 

20. For thefc rcafons we applied to the Prcfidcncy of Fort St. George, reqnefting 
that Mcflrs. Ruflcl, Aldcrfcy, Kclfal, and Floycr, might be permitted to aflifl; us in the 
prefent exigency, until your pleafurc fliould be known ; being fully perfuaded that 
this preference of the fervantsof another Prcfidcncy, will ojicrate more cflcctually than 
if wo had rccourfe to the more irkfome and mortifying indignity of fuperfeding them, 
from this cflabliflimcnt. 

arc forry to find that our endeavours to ferve the Company in a manner the- 
Icail injurious to your fervants here, Ihould be mifeonflrued. As foon as this meafure- 
bcc;uu'c known, liy rcjiorts from Madrafs, and previous to onf laying any proceedings 
bef re the Board, the young gentlemen of the fettlcmcnt had let thcmfelves up for 
judges of the propriety of our condudf, and the degree of their own merit : each 
would think himfclf qualified to tranfaift 5-our weighty afiairs in Council, at an age 
when the laws of his country adjudge him unfit to manage his own concerns to the 
extent of forty fliillings. They have not only fet their hands to the memorial of 
comjilaint, but enteral into affociations unbecoming at their years, and deflrudlive of 
that fubordination without which no government can Hand — All vifits to the Prefi- 
dent arc forbidden — AH invitations from him and the members of the Sclcdl: Com- 
mittee are to be flighted — The gentlemen called down by our authority from Ma- 
drafs arc to be treated with negleiit and contempt — Every man who deviates from this 
confederacy is to be fligmatized anti avoided — In a word, the members arc totally 
to feparate thcmfelves from the hcatl, decorum and union arc to be fet at defiance, 
and it becomes a fair flrugglc whether we or the young gentlemen fliall in future 
guide the helm of government. Look at their names, examine their Handing, inquire 
into tiicir iVrvices, and refleft upon the age of four-fifths of the fubferibers to this 
bill of grievances, who now fupiiort the aflbeiacion, and you will be equally furprifed 
with us at the prcfumpiuous intcmjicrancc of youth, and convinced that a Hop of 
three or fnir years in the courfe of promotion is indifjicnfibly ncccflliry, if you would 
have your OjikwH compofed of men of experience and difcrction. 

21. From this Ikcteh of tiic behaviour of your fers-ants, you will perceive' the dan- 
gerous pitch to which the imkpcndcnt and licentious fpirit of this fettlemcnt Hath 
rifen ; you v/ill then determine on the ncccflity and propriety of the Hep we have 
taken : in the mean time we arc rcfolvcd to fujiport it, or we muH fubmit to the 
rsiiarchy and confufion confequent on fubjefting the decrees of your Seledl Corrr- 
mitree to the rcvifal and reperd of yourg gentlemen juH broke loofe from the hands' 
of their fchoolmaHers. Earnefily do Wr v. illi that every member of this Board had' 
ardently joined in the lame fentiments, lincc diffents only fciwe to break the force of 
refohitions, to weaken authority, and. give vigour and courage to fadtion and dif- 
obcdiencc. 

As to the point of indignic)^, of which your petitioners complain, nothing can' be' 
more evident than that the Committee regarded' the prefent fupcrceffion as Icfs inju-" 
rious than a felcdtion would be from this cHablifhment, fince we even declined pro- 
moting, upon this occafion, the very peiFons whom we particularly reccmme'ncled to- 
the nioft dillingulfiiing marks of your favour. In this light it is corifidered in every 
other fcrvicc, and we doubt not but it would have been fo cohfidered; in this f^rvice, 
had fuch promotion, been the choice of the Committee. 

, 22. Our proceedings explain the motives' of our condudt, and alfo the meafures 
^^’c enforced to bring the fcttlcment to order and obedience.. Mr. Majendie, the 

Secretary 
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Secretary to the Council, : is difmiffed from his office,, and fufpended , the fervice for 
having eminently di^inguifhed him'felf in forming a combination, fo • unwarrantable in 
itfelf, fo dangerous in , the prefent/ coiijundture, and fo peculiarly unbecoming , to his 
age, his ilation, and his employment, Should this example fuffice, we lhall' avoid 
proceeding to the extremity of puniffiing with the lofs of bread, young men who have 
been artfully and’ unwarily fpirited up to fadion, to gratify the refentment, the fel- 
■ffiffi views : of .fome, in whom 5'’ou have repofed unmerited and much abufed’eon- 
.'fidence. 

You- will "be aftoniflied to obferve at the head of this lift divers members of your 
‘Council, who fubferibe tlieir names in teftimony of their fenfe of the injiffiice done 
to the younger fervants. Poffibly this teftimony might have weight with your Ho- 
nourable Board had thofe gentlemen firft cleared up their own condudfc from certain im- 
;^putations which intimate how little their intereft difpofes them to, co-operate in a 
.reformation for the public benefit. At all events, whether the proceeding of the 
Committee be in itfelf -right or wrong, it is moft" certainly their duty to reprels every 
iaftious combination, to temper the heat and vehemence of .youth, to maintain the' 
.authority of the Board, and avoid giving countenance to a feditious and rebellious 
humour,' which might have produced the fubverfion of . government, and the 'moft 
-fatal confequences to the Company’s affairs, before your decifion could arrive. 

23. This incident occurring four days only before the’ difj^atch of the fhips, you 
will not exped that our 'letter from the public department Ihould enter fo minutely, 
•'into the tranfadions of the Board as we propofed. The bufinefs is now fuddenly 
taken up by Mr. Campbell, our Secretar}'-, who we are affured will exert his utmoft 
abilities ,* but he requefts )mu wdlbpleafe to make an allowance for the fhortnefs of 
time, and his total unacquaintance with all • that has been^ tranfaded in that: 
department. 

24. We have the fatisfadion to acquaint you, that Sujah al Dowlah appears tvell 

difpofed to cultivate our friendftiipj and adhere ftridly'to the conditions of the late 
'treaty. _ ■ ' ' 

Colonel' Smith’shrigade is now ftationed at Illahabad and Benhes, to fecure the King 
•and Vizier againft the invafions of the Maharattas, until they have fully re-eftabliflied 
rfhemfelves, and payment of the ftipulated indemnification , to tlie Company is com- 
pleted. His Majeftj^’s vifionary 'projeds of feating himfelf with our affiftance on the 
throne of his anceftors, and proceeding to’ Dehly his capital, feem to have vaniffied 
'before the Committe’s remonftrances. We hope he is at length convinced, that with- 
out us the fcherae is Impradicable, and we are certain it can never be your intereft to 
.extend the influence of )^.out arms to fo great a diftance from your prefent poffeflions, 
•and the feat of your government. - . _ 

25. Opening a communication between the Northern Sircar and Bengal mufl;_ 
prove mutually advantageous to your prefidency at Fort Saint George, and to us. We 
have therefore determined to embrace the favourable opportunity which the prefent 
•feeble condition of the Maharattas affords, to carry this meafure into execution, and 
have for that purpofe fet on foot a negociation with-their chief, whereby we prqpofe 
he fliall cede to us the northern parts of Oriffa, now in his polffffion, upon our con- 
fenting to pay a certain ftipulated annual revenue ; whatever his determination may 
be, it "is our refoludon not to attempt gaining this advantageby violence or force of arms. 

Peace is at length happily reftored -to thefe provinces, and it will be the ftudy of this 
Committee to preferve and prolong thofe advantages which yo^^ already heglii to 

experience. _ . 

' We have tlie Honour to remain, &:c. 

CLIVE, W.B. SUMNER, J.CARNAC, H. VERELST, F. SYKES. 
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- -POSTSCRIPT. 

Mr. Sumner conceiving that the following paragraph of the 21 ft Article is partlcu*- 
larl)^ pointed againft himfelf^ begs leave to enter his diffent to that and fuch other parts 
of the letter and proceedings as-he hath already objected to : Heartily do \ye wifti 
that every member of this Board had ardently joined in the fame fentiments, lince 
“ difients ferve.only to break the force of refolutions, to weaken authority,, and give 
vigour and courage to faction and difobedience.” 

, ■ W. B. SUMNER. 


No. III. 

<K-' 

To the Honou7'able Couf't of DireSforSy &c. 


Honourable Sirs, Fort William, March 24^ 1766. 


A few incidents only which .merit 5mur attention have occurred at this Prefidency^ 
iince our iaft advices, of the 3 ift of Januar)^, by the Grenville and Kent. . 

The extraordinary behaviour of your junior fer\'ants was then explained to yoU, as 
a point in which your intereft is deeply concerned : they were at that time turbulent 
and faftious j but we have the pleafure to acquaint you, that the conduft of the 
more inconfiderate feems now to be difapproved by thofe arrived at greater difcretion, 
who begin to fee the neceffity of oitr determined refolution to reduce your fervants in 
general within the fphere pointed out by their years, ftanding, and abilities. We muft 
however obferve, that .your fendce here has always been carried on rather from a 
dread of puniftvment than a.fenfe.of duty ; and that at prefent.no branch of your affairs 
as conduced with that alacrity and zeal neceffary and effential to your intereft, to 
which, we Ihould conceive, all -your fer^■ants would be naturally .excited, by the 
uncoinmon advantages they enjoy. 

.This decline of public fpirit we muft, in. great meafure, aferibe to a pra&ice 
which hath prevailed at this fettlement more than at any other, of intrafting feme of 
the moft weighty employments in your fervice to gentlemen fcarce arrived at years 
.of maturity. The bufinefs of the Secretary’s department was committed to a youth of 
three years ftanding in your fervice ; the employment of Accomptant is now difeharged 
by a Writer ftill lower in the lift of your fervants ; the important trufts of Military 
Storekeeper, Naval Storekeeper, and Storekeeper of the Works, were beftowed, 
when laft vacant, upon Writers ; and a Writer held the poft of Paymafter to the 
Army, at a period when near 20 lacks of rupees had been depofited for months 
together in his hands. 

We will not enquire how far thefe employments have been duly difeharged : youth 
cannot argue dilhonefty; b'ut it certainly doth in general imply the want of fufficient dif- 
■ cretion and experience. We rvill only' obferve, that repofing trufts of fo irnportant 
^nd lucrative a nature in the hands of young men, hath rendered them too foon inde- 
pendent, and given birth to that fpirit of diffipation and luxury’^, of which you were 
vety juftly'^ informe 4 before the appointment of this Committee. , From this fource 
likewife fiotved a .grievance of the utmoft confequence to y'^our fervice, which 
demands an immediate remedy. The y*ounger fervants, being incapable themfelves 
.to difeharge the fuhdlions of their feveral offices, were forced to have recourfe to 

D their 


• 250,000/." 



their -Banians and black Writers and thiis their ‘employihents fell into the hands- 
(Of their affiftants ,• Banians became principals in the feveral departments ; the affairs- 
•of the Company flowed through- a new 'and unnatural •' channel • and "your moft 
fecret concerns were publicly known in the Bazar. Such truffs,' repofed in thofe Ba- 
iims, encouraged them to advance lar^e fums of money to their iriafters, which' ferved 
no other purpofe than to fupporfftheir extravagance, and render them dependent oh 
their fervants, inffead of beings 'obedient to the Gov'crnor. end Council. It -wouW be 
trnneceffary to fct forth the confequenccs to a fettlenient circumftanced as this i's, df 
placing too much, confidence in the alfiftance of the natives. The frequent and 
•imminent dangers which you have lately' experienced are evident proofs, unlefs'your' 
more important affairs can be tranfadted -by your own fervants, there never will. be-; 
that difpatch and fecrecy upon emergencies, ■ which are neceffary to infure fuccefs... 

For this reafon, we have refumed to the fenior fervants fome of thofe employments-i 
which we think require the knowledge and fteadinefs of more .advanced, years ;■ and', 
alfo appointed -a Committee to invefligate the riianagement ahd infpeft the condudr: 
of the fever aV offices, civil and military, with exprefs authority to eftablilh' fucffi- regu- 
lations as may appear the moft conducive to the public fervice.. .By.- thefe' means,-, 
we hope to fee the principal branches of the Company’s bufinefs wholly, franfadted > 
-by ybiir own fervants, vyithout the aid of men,' Who ought, , as. .much. an. poffible^ .to.> 
be excluded from nil knowledge of your private concerns. ' • \ • 

In the letter, -v'hicH we had the honour to addrefs to you by the‘Admifa^'Stevens,-.- 
■We took notice^ that too ftridt a regard to promoting feniority-will'-ever prove- injurious 
%o 'the ferviccj, notwfth-ftanding the rule -is convenient and iequitabley, under certainr- 
■exceptidns and limitations. ■ An inftance, in confirmation offaiit opinion, now qccursr. 
Upon exanfinihg your lift ' of covenanted fervants,-, it-: now ■' Appears, that not more 
than four gentlemen abdve the , ftatidii of WritCrsp and below- the 'raiik of Council),, 
have refided-in Calcutta for feveral months, we may fay years' paft,. . to carry on thb 
bufinefs of the Prefidency ; the' reli have’ gone td Subordinates-; for the right of 
iucceeding as firft, fecond, or- third in Council', to- vacancies at the out-fettle- 
rnents, hath ever been confidered as vefted- ih. fehibrit3’-,-.\Vhilft the bufinefs of the - 
Prefidency was. negledted, and nothing remained With the Governor and -Council .. 
Whereby to reward arid encourage merit,, without appearing to trefpafs upon juftice. ' , 

' It Will thcrefore.be neceffary to recall fome of'the fenior fervants below the rank . 
of Council, to fill'thofe offices which areat prelent held by their, juniors,, in order that ■ 
your affairs .may proceed in hnorc regular train,, and the younger ferv-ants 'bc ren- 
dered more tradlable and obedient>, by confining them longer- to. a ftate of greater 
'dependence. Indeed, we could wifli, that fome methods of tamjng-the fpirit, without-, 
vuining the fortunes of. the more incorrigible. Were- thought off Perhaps the moff, 
effectual,'’ would' be the . depriving -them- -of the advantages arifing frdrp fait aiidv 
Duftucks for two- years longer, after the term of their Writers covenants is expired»,-. 
This, and confining them to the Prefidency,. would operate poweifuIly.;.,.bat we chufe,;, 

: If poffible, to- avoid proceeding- ta extremities. 

You are already advifed, that your orders,, refpefling tlie .redudfion of Batta allowedr* 
to the army,, took place on the firft day of the prefqnt year. This meafure hath pro-- 
duced Ibme murmurings and com[ftaints among the. lubalterns,. and even a mei-norifl to- 
theCouncil, from the officers of the firft brigade. Confeious, .horvever, of tire ncccffity 
of reducing your milit-ary expcnces, we are determined' ^ fee the orders ftrifftly obeyed.. 
At- the fame time; wc'muft confefs, that until the charges pneurred on. accomit ofc 
fervants, horfes, and the neceffary. equipage of the field in this climate are dimiirimcd,,. 
by fome public regulations, the allowance of-a,fubaltern wili’fcarcely mmntiun mn- 
in the ftadon of a gentleman^ . - ■ • / ‘ 



•. "N-otwitliftancTing our late expedlations,, that the King had', in'confequenc^ of our 
ifemonilrances, broke off his ncgociations with the Maharattas, and dropped his airy. 
Scheme of proceeding to his capital, we find by Colonel , Smith’s letters, that he is 
ftill-intriguing wirh thofe free-booters, and flipulating for their affiftance by the grant 
•of territories in the very heart . of his empire. This we confider as a projeft of fuch 
^ dangerous tendency to the tranquility of Sujah ,al Dowlah’s country, and even of 
■^thefe provinces, that we .have, difpatched the moll; peremptory orders to Colonel 
-Smith, to avoid giving his. Majefty the leaft encouragement of ■ affifiance from the 
• Companj’:, without wdiich, we apprehend, he will fcarce venture to proceed,; and 
. likewife to throw every obllacle he can in the way of his propofed'-treaty with thc- 
-Maharattas. ' 

The Prefident and General Carnac • propofing to vifit the, arm}’’, and the feveral 
diftridls of the Bengal' and Bahar provinces, with a. view to enforce the regulations 
in the army and revenues made by this Committee, we have recommended to his. 
'Lordlhip to form an alliance with the frontier powers, for the lecurit}^ and protection 
< 5 f Sujah al Dowlah’s dominions.- The Jauts and Rohilla chiefs appear well difpofed 
to cultivate our friendfnip ; and their own fafety naturally ' leads them to oppofc 
-every encroachment of the Maharattas, whence w'ehope to maintain our engagements 
with the Vizier, without incurring the rilk and expence of llationing a brigade in his 
epuntry. 

• We have alfo recommended to his Lordlhip the expendiehey of eftablilhing a gold 
■currenejq in order to obviate the bad eonfequences of impoverilhing the country by 
the large annual exports of treafure to China. I’his expedient, you are already 
informed, we only confider as a palliative.; but, as it will moll undoubtedly, for the 
prefent, increafe the current fpecie, and give ^encouragement to , the importation of 
gold bullion, wlthoqt producing.-a fing^e.-inconvemen.ce -which we pan forefee, we 
have adopted it without fcruplc, until fome more 'effeftual remedy be devifed. For 
-further reafons, .and alfo the means propofed for carr3dng this meafure into. execution, 
wc beg leave to refer to our proe'edings. 

'■ The fame proceedings will alfo point out 'the fe\erar objeCls of his ' Lordfiiip’s 
- iprogrefs up the country, in the courfe of which he will find many o])pQrmnities of 
'-afeertaining more accurately the revenues of the Several Zemindaries and..dillriCts 
than can be done by 'orders from the Prefidenc}’', and likewife of urging payment of 
-the large out-llanding ballances to the public treafuiy. 

• Perceiving that very confiderable frauds were daily committing on the revenues 
by means of forged Dufiucks, we dircCled a general Duiluck-feal to been grat'ed for the 
•ufe .of the Prelidency and fubordinare fettlements, with an imprellion the moll 
■difficult to be counterfeited, and fubjedl to fuch regulations as cannot well be eluded. 

' ‘The appheation of this fcal is alfo confined to the Prefident and the Chiefs of out- 
Tcttlements. 

Sir Robert Barker, who ivas lately difpatched from Patna to the Bettea "country, 
In the Bahar province, to demolilh the ibrts, and' reduce to obedience fome of the 
'turbulent Zemindars, deeply in arrear to the revetiues, hath fucceeded in the prin- 
k;ipal 'Objedls of his expedition, without encountering .any -confiderable refillance. 
^Ve beg leave to tranfmk the - following extradl of alerter from him, jufi. received 
%y the Prefident, i-ather as an article of-curious- intelligence, than a fure profped; 
of advantage to the Compaiw, dated from the camp of. Rampore, March 5th, 1766. 

Bettea will, I think, be of confiderable confequence to the Company. Its 
firs" will, afford malls for all the Ihips in India, -which mull produce a new and 
confiderable - trade with the ' other nations in India, as well as advantage to our 

'Da “ own 
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own flipping. Gold and cinnkmon are alfo here (the latter we gather in the 
Jungles) ; timbers as large as any I have fecn ; miifk and elephants teeth ; befidcs: 
niany other commodities I have not yet got the knowledge , of." . 

Should thefe advices , meet with confirmation, yon may be afTnred we fhall endea- 
vour to pulli the difeovery to the utmoft advantage. In the mean time Lord Clive- 
has diredted Sir Roliert to fend down fpecimens of every article he thinks may tend to- 
the extention of your commerce, and the exports of the country. 

Before we clofe this letter, ^juhice to his peculiar merit requires tve fhould recom- 
mend this officer to your particular regard and dinftindtion. His prudence, modera- 
tion, and military accompliffiments, as well as the general efteem of the army which 
he hath acquired, ^render him highly deferving of any favour you can bellow,, and of 
the mofl confidential trulls in )'our fervicc, ' ' 

it is with fatisfadlion wc alfo acquaint you, that Mahomed Reza Gawn continues 
to difeharge the duties of his i npointment with great affiduity. Any diflinguilhing 
mark of j^our favour will probably be a liuir to bis endeavours; but in ordering a 
prefent for him, we would beg leave to recomnicnd, that one of a fuperior value may= 
be fent to the Nabob, to prevent his regarding that ufcful minifter with an eye of' 
jealoufy. 

■ • • . - We have the honour to remain. See. 

■ ‘ ■ CLIVE, JOHN CARNAC,/ HARRY VERELST* 


No. IV. 

To the Honourable the Court of Direblbrs, 

Honourable Sirs, , Fort william, Sept, s, 1765-.. ; 

At the time our lall advices,, dated. the 24. March, were difpatched, the attention) 
©f this Committee was wholly diredted to the means of fecuring the benefits of your 
prefent immenfe polfeffions. The Company’s influence- in the empire we conlidered 
as fufficiently. extended, .'provided -the power of maintaining that influence could bs 
confirmed. To conciliate the jninds of the natives, -to our. government,, and diffufs 
the bleflings of a mild adminillration, ,wherever our. authority- extended, as colledlors-- 
, of the revenues for the King, appeared to us the- moll effeftual method of accom- 
plifhing that defireable end. , ' 

2. 'V^^e had laid the foundation of this plan in the treaty concluded with- Snjah al 

Dowlah, the conditions' of which fo far exceeded, his expediations,, in point of advan- 
tage to himfelf, that we are well afliired the Company, in granting thole terms, have 
facrificed a mere fhadow of ' power only, to the fubllantial- benefit of Tecurity. The. 
ehearfulnels with which he met the Right Honourable Prdfident, _ at a- late congrefs;, 
held in the Bahar province, the ready, compliance he fhewed in paying the rcr 
mainder of the- indemnification to the Company, flipul-ated, by. treaty, even, before- 
the time limited for payment was- expired and the-, eng^ements -which he has re-- 
newed for our- mutual defence and fecurity, afford tdic. llrongell tellimony of the 
lincerity of his gratitude and friendlhip. , \ ' • n ' ' 

3. It was in the profecution of our plan,.., of giving per-maneney to your influence,, 
that we- obtained ffom- the King a grant ' of the Dewanny; and with the fame view 
we entered into- an agreement, with the Nabob,, the confequences-. of ; which, are,, 
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the revenues of the three provinces being nbw entirel)'- under our own diredflbn,. we- 
no longer depend for the fupport of our military eftablilhmeiit,' on the bounty of the- 
Subah. ■ ' ■ 

4. But to impart real ftabillty to the fyftem we had, adopted, it became necelTary 
we llrould look ftricflly into the internal condudt of this' government, and exert our 
utmoll endeavours to reftore to a fyftem of dut)’’ and integrity, a fettlement deeply 
immerfed in the moft profligate diflipation and avowed corruption. ■ For this purpofe 
we entered upon the odious talk of an enquiry into the condudt of divers members 
of the Council, \vith the refult of which, and the oppofition we encountered, you 
are already acquainted. ■ ■ ■ 

5. The feats vacated at the Board bj'' this and. other .occurring circumfliances, 
proved unexpcdledly fortunate to our defign, as it opened .to us a fair opportunity 
of making fome advances towards that feledtion of the members of the Council,- 
which we before recommended to yoirr attention, by introducing to the. Board four 
gentlemen of unqueftionable merit and reputation, who having been tutored in no- 
tions of rigid fubordination and ccconomy, were the moft likely to co-operate in our 
views, with all the v/eight of their example and authority. We would not remind 
you of what the behaviour was, on that occafion, of the fervants of this eftablifliment, 
it being itfelf the ftrongeft evidence of the exj^ediency of the mealltre we purfued, and 
of the juft fentiments which we entertained of dreir principles, had not the violence of 
their conduct extended beyond what we then forefaw, or could even imagine. 

, 6. Whether any endeavovtrs were exerted by the civil fervants to propagate their- 
difeontent among the military officers, is what we cannot diredtly affirm ; but from 
feveral of their intercepted letters it appears, they were much elated at feeing the 
army tainted with the malignity of their own infedtion. W e had, agreeable' to the 
advices already tranfmitted home, reduced the double Batta allowed to- die military 
officers as earl)’- as the month of Januaty,-yet not a murmur or complaint tranfpired,- 
furdier than was exprefled in, a moderate reprefentation to the Board, from the cap- 
tains and fubalterns of each of the diree brigades. All was calm and ference in camp, 
as if they refted fatisfied with the orders ullred by the Seledt Committe, undl a proper 
ftate of their circumftances could_ be laid before the Court of Diredtors. 

7. In this deceitful tranquilitjr, the fpace of four months elafped,. when, during 
the recefs of the Committee, and Lord Clive’s refidence at Murflied-abad> the alarm- 
ing advices arrived, that almoft all the officers of die army had combined', under 
articles of the moft folemn- agreement, to- reflgn their commiflions by a certain day, 
unlefs their Batta was; reft ored, and the orders of the Company were abrogated. To 
fecure their meaftires, without incurring the penalties of defertion, they fixed on a- 
period when they had no pay in advance, and it was every mornent expefted our 
frontier would be invaded by a large body of Maharatta horfe ; flattering themfelves 
that the neceflit}^ for their fervices, at Jfb- critical a jumfture,. muft infallibly reduce 
tire Board to ftibmiffion. 

8. It was immediately recommended by Lord Clive to the Boards •wffien He tranf^ 
niitted the advices, rather to put all to the rifque, than fufter the authority of Coun- 
cil* to be infiilted. The faving which arofe to the Compaii)':, from the redudtion of 
Batta, was ncAv of trifling confideration, when compared with the danger of yielding, 
to the menaces ‘of fo unprecedented and- mutinous an aflbeiation. To. preferve the- 
authority of the'Prefident and Council, and crufh ah attempt that indicated- the totaf. 
fubverflon of government,, became now the objeft ; iu, which fentiments- the whole 
Board, with one- voice, concurred with his Lordfliip. He proceeded>. aceompanie# 
by General Carnacj to Mongheer, where the firft brigade lay in cantonments,, and! 
happily arrived at die inftant when the whole body of Europeans was. ripe for. a re— 
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volt. 'I'lieir officers, the lieutcnant-coIonel and two or three fubalterns ’ excepted had 
,to a man, .withdrawn thcnifelvc's ; ; and the foldicrs, -fired with the contagious fpirit of 
mutiny, were, on the point of following the ^example of their fuperiors, when his 
Lprdflup’s prefence 'and authority 'awaked them to a-fenfe of their dutv,' and probably 
■faved thefe-. provinces from all theihorrors of rapine, dcfolation, and niilitary anarchy. 
The fame violence of condudt ))revailcd rmiong the officers of the fccond and third 
■brigade Rationed at Allahabad and Patna.; dnfomuch that Colonel Smith, who was 
'.ported on' the confines of Korah, iteniotc from all affifiancc, and in the very face of a. 
.formidabIe:enemy, was.totally deferted . by Uiis officers in thofe lines he had drawn to. 
<oppofc the irmption of the Maharattas. 

•9. For the further particulars of this -extraordinary and very intcrerting event, we 
'rtieg leave to refer you to the Jotter and Confultations of the public dejiartment,. 
•fince the whol.e correfondence .parted through that channel, during the recefs' of the 
'Committee. Here we touched on .it with a view only to imprefs you with more lively 
ddeas of the prefent rtate of this fettiement, and to evince more rtrongly the neceffity 
of what we have before repeatedly recommended ; a conftanr attention to the good 
•fenfe, honour, ..-and .fteadinefs of thofe gentlemen whom you in fnaire admit into 
-Council. < 

10. We’havc a particular . fatisfadfion in, obferving to 3'ou the Ipirited Zealand 
unanimity' with which the Board affifted, in' every mcafure, jjropofed by the Prefident, 
to break this dangerous combination. A jurt; fenfe of the' indignity offered to - their 
own authorit}", as well as of danger to the community, feenled to unite them heart 
..and hand in punifliing, to the extreme extent of their power, an adl: of difobedicnce, 
vh at 'includes' in its efedts the .being and fate of your invaluable pofleffions in Bengal. 
.But :ftill It remains to determine how far.thc delinquents are .fubjedt to the' utmoft 
•rigour of the martial law, and whether fuch proofs can clearly be exhibited agairift 
•them, as, admitting the authority of the court, will render the prifoners liable to the 
^punirtiment of mutiny and defertion. 

11. The prefent rttuation of your affairs requiring fo numerous a military cftablilh- 
meat, at fuch a diftance from the fountain of juftice, as not to admit of elueidatlor^ . 
in difficult cafes, before it is too late for decirton ; it becomes an objedl of the mofi; 
‘.lerious attention, to bind down your officers and foldiers by, the rtrongeft ties of -duty;,. 
*of allegiance, and of martial difcipline. . Of late, years it has been curtomary'to grant 
jcommiffions without exadting thofe covenants, whereby the party agrees to ferve for 
-.a certain period-of time.; yet, upon the fuppofition that fuch con tradf adfuaUy .exirts^ 
'-the King and Parliament .have gracioufly been pleafed to extend the benefi.tB .df the 
Mutiny Bill to the Honourable -Eaft-India Company. To ; this negledt it is -owing, 
"that an}’' officer,, or mimber of officers, has it in his option, without .-coniultiug the 
‘Governor and Council., to throw -up your iervice in times of the moft imminent danger^ 
•without incurring the penalty of any law, civil or, military; for byj-efufing your pay, 

he is no longerffub'iedf .to )''ouraiithorlt}''. 

-■ 12. To guard therefore, in future, agahift an-eventwhich.maypoffibly terminate- 

tin a manner lefs fortunate to the Compan}^, we beg leave earneftly to -recommend, 
ithat mo commirtions may be- hereafter beftowed, of officers ferit out, buf.undcr _re- 
rflridfion of the above covenants, a power of difpenfing with -the fame, by granting 
■^perrriiflion to refign, to be -verted , Iblely in the Go,vernor and Council. So many 
■ tinftances have occurred both here and upon the Coart, of an independent and incroach- 
ing fpirit in the military, that we imagine further arguments' will be unneceflary, to 
‘Convince you of the neceffity there is to fupport the civil .authority ■with all the power 
that law admits, and iie,ceflity .urges. ' ^ Before 
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Before tills mutiny broke out. Lord Clive had for fome time affifted at the 
Pooiiah, held at Murlhed-abad, for ftating the .reveriiies of Bengal for the prefent 
year, lyOb. We have now tlie pleafure to inform you, that the neat colleQ:ions of 
the }'ear arifing from Bengal only amount to one crore, fixty one lacks, feven hun- 
dred' and eight rupees * (i6-, 100,708) which is an increafe of eleven -lacks, thirty, 
one thoufand nine hundred and feventy-eight rupees -f- (19131,978) on the- collections-.. 
of the preceding year, flowing chiefly from a reduction of charges,:, without Jevying' 
any additional tax on the Zemindars. - 

14. The ftatement of the revenues of Bahai* is likewife juft come to.*' ouim H ands 
and ive perceive with great fatisfaCti on that they amount this year to .. fixly-ohe-. lacks^^ 
eighty thoufand two hundred and feventy-lix rupees, (<5^186,276), .being ah in-- 
creafe of neat revenue of five lacks, fixty-tvvo thoufand two hundred '^d fixty-one- 
TLipees § (562,261). This increafe we, in a great meafure^.^owe.to the diligence and.: 
abilities of Mahomed Reza Ciiwn, who is now employed on the fpot in regulating 
the collections of that province ; whence we hope - the revenues -will be reduced to ■ 
more order, and raifed to a greater amount than have for.-fome years been, known, on 
account of the fcandalous embezzlement .of -the public. m.oney,^ and mifeonduCt of the 
collectors. 

15. It is by means of oeconomy and frugality only, that we wifh to fee your reve- 
nues increafed ; fince they are alwa3's fufficientty great to anfvver every purpofe of the-- 
Compan)’' ; for without the greatefi care be taken to prevent Zemindars, from carry- - 
ing on long balances, , and defrauding the. -government under, various pretences, your = 
-collections would foon;.dwindle~to.,.a fum 1 infufficient to defray their own charges;.: 
the authority of' the adminiftration - would be defpifed, ,.and the feyeral Rajahs and' 
Zemindars would afllimc to themfelves an independent powetj after- they had fleeced t 
the people, and fattened' upon the fpoils of the public, 

I'd. During Lord Clive’s refidence in' the Bahaf province, .a congrefe.-was held at 
Ghuprah, at which his lord{hip,.,GeneraLCamac> .Sujah al DowJahy.'.and the King’s- 
miniftcr, affifted,- Here was laid the foundation of a ’ treaty between the Company, . 
the-Vizaer, and th'c -Jaut and Rohilla chiefs., for • their : mutual .-defence, and .fecurity 
agaihft : all attempts. . of the Maharattas to invade their feverakdominions.- . But his 
Lordfhip and General Carnac, . from corifidjeration of the little advantage the Com-- 
pany would deduce from .fuch diftant allies in cafe of an invafion, ..chofe to ie'ave this 
matter unfiniflied;C and to entrufl Sujah al Dowlah with the management of -fuch • 
treaties .as he might thiiilc convenient for his own and- the Compa'ny^s welfare ; but 
He is not to conclude any thing, nor enter into any abfolute agreement, without 
having previoully acquainted the Prefident with -every propofal, and obtained his 
approbation. ... .. 

17. AtChuprah Hk'emfe attended deputies -from the Maharatta chiefs, from whom, , 

and alfo from^tlre letters they brought, it evidently appearsy.the Maharatta forces are 
alfembled at vthe; King’s requifition, and- upon tlie-pofitive aflurances- he gave that an - 
Englifh-army would join- them to efcort him to his capital— His Majefty has indeed-.i 
laboured hard by every artifice of perfuafion, intrigue, and negotiation, tofucceed in- 
his favourite fcheme, which we are convinced would terminate in- accomplifliing -his, 
-own i*uin, and deftroyhig the peace of the whole empire. In a word, his conduCt 
has been fuch, that we are at a lofs whether more to condemn his polic}’-, . defpife his 
underftanding, or abhor his. principles. . ' ' 

18. With a view to wratch the motion- of the Maharattas -upon our own frontier,. 
•Lord. Clive has diredted Colonel Smith’s brigade to canton -at Do'udnagur, or Safle^ 
jam, where the Colonel will be advantageoufly polled to oppofe^any hoftile intention^ 

and 
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to cover the Bahar province. This brigade is recalled in conrcqiience of Sujah al 
Dowlah’s having fully difeharged all the engagements into which he entered by the 
■treaty; and for this reafon likewife we fliall immediately recall the refident at Benares, 
and every other European refiding in the Vizier’s dominions, that no dilputes may 
arife from private commerce, to diflurb the amity now fubfifting. 

19. We have frequently mentioned to you the ineonvcnience of exporting money 
and bullion from this country for thefupply of your China invcflment; yet wetvould 
n ot take upon ourfelves to wkh-hold this affillancc, until we received your inftruftions. 

; Accordingly the Council have Hfued orders to the mint mafter to purchafe all the bul- 
lion that may .be imported this fcafon, for the ufe of the China market; to which wc 
.propofe remitting to the amount of twenty-four lacks . 

20. To obviate the immediate bad effedls to the commerce and revenues of this 
country of fuch an anmial drain of treafure, Lord Clive carried into execution, dur- 
ing his ftay at Muidlicd-abad, the regulations of the Seledt Committee relative to a 
gold coinage, which we 'hopefoon fully to cftablifli, notwithflanding the prejudices of 
,thefe people againft every innovation. Having already prefented yon with a general 
view of the above regulations, we mnft now requeft your excufe for not tranfmitting 
the particulars by this conveyance, as our fecretary has not been able to get up the 
.proceedings, on account of ' the death and licknefs of feveral of the afliftants in his 
.office. 

. 21. Already , we have gone through the enquiry you dlredl into the feveral fums 

granted by the Nabob Meer Jafficr, for the purpofes of reftitution to the merchants, 
and donations to the army and navy. All the prihcipalagents for thofe diffiurfements 
have been feparately examined upon oath before the Committee, and their depofitions 
.taken viva voce, .and recorded on the face of our Proceedings. 

22* Sorry we are to obferve, that from thofe depofitions it will appear how little- the '' 
Nabob was himfelf inclined to impoveriffi his treafury by free gifts, and voluntary 
donations. The prefent to the fquadron in particular feems to have been obtained 
by very unjuftifiable adts and meafurcs, which we conceive will refledt very little ho- 
nour upon a fervant of. his Majefty’s adting in fo high a ftation. But we would 
chufe to avoid making further remarks, fince the next difpatches will afford you an 
opportunity of forming your own judgment of tranfadtions fo deeply interefting to 
the national charadter. It appears, however, upon the raofi; pofidve teftimony, that 
the donation to the army was a free and unfolicited prefent from the Nabob, be- 
llowed on Major Adams and the army, as a pledge of their faithful fervices at the moil 
critical jundture ; and a ranfom of the money and effcdls in fuch cities and towns as 
.might fall into their hands, and be fubjedl to the violence of the foldiers. It is not 
therefore furprifing that this donation lliould have been voluntary, while the fum 
granted for reflitution to the merchants, and a prefent to the nav)’’, flowed with fo ill 
a grace from hi^excellenc)', who could not poflibly expedt any equivalent fervices. 

2 3. When we have dilpatched the Lord Camden we Jfhall proceed to enforce fuch 
of your orders as we hav.e not already anticipated ; and you may reft affured that 
neither prejudice nor. favour to individuals fliall warp us from that duty which we owe 
.to you, our conftituents, and to our own honour. 

24. We are forry to acquaint you, that on the 8th day of May, his excellency the 
Nabob Nudjum al Dowlah breathed his laft,- after a ffiort illnefs, incurred by ibme 
intemperance in eating, and increafed by a. grofs habit,^ and ■* unfound conftitution. 

As he was a prince of mean capacity, bred up in total ignorance of public affairs, 
this event, which formerly might have produced important confequences in the pro- 
vinces, can at prefent have no other effedt than that of exhibiting -to the eyes or the 
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people a'- Tiicrc change of- perfons in ihe .Nizampt. ./Nudjum^^ Dowlah' dying 
i^'thout ifllic, hisbrorher Sycf arpdwlalvfucccedcd^ to'JiiS' dignides ; and prbmifes, 
trom the mildncfs;and pliancy of , hlsxlifppfition/ 'tp pnfwcr the'.purpofes of. a, Na- 
bob to the people and .to the Company. Atprefenp he .is a.)fduth not exceeding the' 
?ige of fixtecn,- whidi',inoi-'c ■immediately';.and naturally ,'brings' the admihiftfation into 
tlic hands of perfons in whom we can repofe confidence. ; , 

25. Before this ■time yoii have probably determined the . fate of , the. inland trade 
in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco';, whether it may bebontinued undepthe.regulations.we 
have eftablilhcdj Or'is totally to be relinquiflicd' by^.ypur .fervantsV ^.^Vefhairt^^ 
fore only obfefvc.'on thif occafion, that;’ certain' amendnicnts are now '.proppied .by the 
P-refident, and adopted 'by the Sele’A'‘Committce^ which we .thirik un^ remo\^ eve^’ 
inconvenience obferved .in the prefent cftabliflimcnt 'pf- tliat trade, and fecure to the' 
Company the power of rewarding 6r puiiilhing ' their ' fervants,' acedr'ding to, the de- 
gree of their merit or niifcondua, . ; 

• 26. - We dre further to inform j'ou,' that the Committee nominated, by U3.to .inlpedl; 
into- the condudt of-the fevcral departmehts'-at- the. Prefidehey, r have' eri.tered. upon the 
•duty of their, appointment, . They have in corifequence. framed .diy^ers Regulations, 
which we think.well calculated to promote your intereft, as the}' are conducive tp fh.e 
order and difpatch of bufinefs ; for which reafon we pfopofe earthing them into ex- 
ecution with all convenient expedition. 

27. From obfcrtdng the. great'increafe . in'. the expenccs of living in Calcutta, the. 
Committee of Infpeftion have pulhed their regulations to. a .refo.rmatioh of the police! 
of the fettlcmeht. From the general inattention 'of late 'years to this'pbjefl:, .the ar- 
ticles of diet, wages, houfe-rent, . &c.. hayc.rifen fo exorbitant!}’’,! that yoiir alio vvahee 
to junior ’iervants. is' very inadequate to their necelTary and... unavoidable cxpences ;!. 
and this we confidcr as thc-reafon why they'have hitherto been indulged' with larger 
falafies than you approve, .annexed to their fcveral employments. In'.the prefent flou- 
tifiiing fituation of your affairs, Wefliould 'apprehend their, appointments-, ought to af- 
ford them a' detent and fufficient niainteriahcc, .enough to.preferye. theni: againll ev.er}':! 
attempt to meannefs and dillionefly, but top little, to fupport them in'p.rpfufidn.ahd. 
extravagance, ' * . V.. • • 

We have the honour to.be, , See. ‘ . . 

'CLIVE,. J.’^CARNAC; 


- No. V, 


To the Honourable the Court of HireBors, fifr.- 




Honourable Sers, 


Fort William, Dec. 9. 1766. 


I. 


Iii-the Letter which we had the honour to addrefs to you b}' the Lord Camden, 
■we deferibed every material occurrence that paffed at this Prefidency, from the de- 
parture of the Ponfbome, to the date of the above difpatch. - We now tranfmit in the ; 
packet a duplicate of that Letter, and alfo the proceedings of the Seleft Committee,, 
to which -we beg leave to refer for a more.particular detail of fadts. 
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fuflercrs, hath already paficcl their accounts j. we ftiould therefore apprehend, that the 
c|uefl.ion now to he clctermincd is not, whether thejofles of individuals have bceii'fairly 
j iwhZ'thcr tlic Nabob, Mccr Jartief, could judly ' be made ■accountable for 
ronesVqnieq^^^ on a war^ ,6f wHicK he was^no^ author ; and . alfo' whether, 'you 

hound in ho'nour to dj'fcHafge fuel) debts [of. his; .exceiiencj; 
as he could never be willingly; brbught'to'acknowrccigc. ' ' , ■ ■ 

fe are qioints which we fubiuic' to .your ,cdhfideration, while we content ouifelves 
with' obferving, that wlratever opinion- wt‘ may entertain, of the decrees of the Com- 
nfit^c-of. ReftitutioUj -it .would, at. this diftance of time, .be imjjoffible, to enter upon 
a ptisfaftofy rcvic\y of 'thcirqirbcccdings, after fo niany ’of the partied .chiefly ’ con- 
cerned, a.rc either. gone lifonic‘ of dca^d ' f. *^V ,'5 • . . ' 

.SiVcli arfcriitiny would, in'thc 'jSrefcht circumflanccs, , be attended wltli many diffi- 
culties ; ■ it;wpuld be produ^iyc of iiijuflicc, and bear. hard , upon the, fortunes of .fuch 
individuals' as 'had adjufted their' claims with a Tcriipulous nicety, to the amount of 
their Ioffes. , . At. all evpts, it would furnifli a. , topic .fqr clamour, and a handle for 
mifcoiiflrudiion, to hay'c . thdfe accounts now. .difputcd^ W'hich.'rvcre'pafred by , your 
Governor andCouncil, acting here 'as, y.dur'rcprcTchtai'iycs, after thrccrfourths of: the 
vyiiPle ha'd 'been 'aftuallyclifcharged. ^ • ’ ,• . . 

3, With refpedt tb his excellency’s grant, of ' a donation to' Mr. Tinker,, apd the 
fquadfbn under his command, it r efts entirely,' with you to determine, "from the evi-. 
dences fet forth, . whether .the .'fervices performed '.by his'. Majefty’s fliips ,of,war in 
Bengal, merit a fewaM ’fo difprdportipriate to 'tbc' then exKaufted condition of the 
Nab'pb’^.'trcafury. ' A court; of equity' will afeef tain the (liftihdiions . to be made be- 
tWixt a 'free gift flowing from a fenfe of obligations received, , 'and a. grant. obtained by. 
the unwarrantable methods deferibed in the depofitidns of thc'wufncffes exariiined on 
this occafion, 

4. As foon as tve had clofed the- enquiry into reftitution and donations, the Com- 
mittee took into confideratidn 'the' fcvcral other orders iflued by your Honourable 
Board,^during.the:COurfe,p£ the Jaft fcafon. ..Your remarks on the inland trade were 
fo peculiarly 'ftrikirig, ari'd'fo' pkfedtly agreeable to our own fentiments, refpefting 
jthat perpetual fource of oppreflion and complaint, that we determined immediately to 
apply the moft efficacious remedies to a difeafe which muft in time have fubverted 
the conftitution, and endangered the being of the Eaft India Company. B)'’ the 
Admiral Stevens you were inforrried of the plan we had concerted for carrying on the 
trade in fait, tobacco,, and beetle-.nut,i'or the benefit, of, the Cornpany. and , their fervants, 
without injury to the '-Nabob,' and without molcfta’rion dr-pppreffion of the natives.-_ 
It was the beft and moft equitable fyftem.we could then devife, yet experience hath' 
Ihewn the rieceffity of laying the trade under further reftridtions, the reafons for which, 
together with the particular mode of 'condufting this valuable branch of commerce in 

. future, are full.y explained, in Lord.Cliye’s.rninute^S - entered .on our Proceedings; In thofe 
emendations of the plan bn. which the.'fpciety pf ;trade was founded, ' all due regard- 
has ,' been, paid to th'e -'ibifer'e^^^ Conipany, afting as colledors for ; 

the King, and, niore efpecially to, the fcrupuldus: diftribution of natural right to the- 
native iffiiabitants ; whence we flatter ourfelyes, that, the inland trade .willffience-- 

forward prove to you a commodious fund for rewarding the different degrees of merit 
^ ... amongft 
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amongft 3'onr fcrvants, and a fruitful fource of encouragement to the induflry of the' 
countr\' people, who are now, without diftindtion, admitted to a participation of ' its 
benefits, upon the moft rcafonable and modcratc terms. ' * ; ' ■' 

5. To the regulations formed for condiidting the bufihefs ,bf 'the' fociety of trade,' 

we have added, a total -prohibition' of another fpecies of inland traffick,’.in a variety of 
articles, ufually tranfported from one diftrict of the interior countryTo 'anotherj whereby 
an extenfive field was open for the abufc of power, and the mofi; notorious adis of 
fraud and injuftice.' All Europeans in your fcrvice, or under' your protedtion, are now' 
indiferiminately confined, to trade, in certain ftated articles of import iifid' export;- 
the returns are to be made from the places tvhere the goods were fold,' diredtly to the 
Prcfidcncy, or the fubofdinatc fadtory from whence they' were difpafched ; - and ho" 
circular traffick, by way of barter, or othetwife, is in future to be allqwed'Trom dne‘ 
Aurungto another, on pain of confifeation of the goods, and Ibfs of - yoiir ' fertdee and"' 
protedtion. ‘ ; ‘ 

6. The complaints which we received of repeated Ioffes fuftained in the revenue,' 
and of violence offered to the country people by die Gorhaiftahs,’ or black agents, e'm-' 
ployed by your fervants, - and fkreened from juftice by their influence, afforded us ah' 
opportunity of impofing further reftridtions upon' the' inland' trade, by obli^ng'thofe' 
Gomaflahs to regifter their licences at the head court of the diftridt where they re-' 
fide; a , monthly remm of which is to be made to the Minifters aud the Prefident' 
at the Durbar, and to be compared by them with the lift of licences ferit from hence 
by the cuftom-maftcr. This, with other limitations fpecified in our proceedings, ; 
will, we doubt not, conduce greatl}' to the peace and good order of the- country. ^ 

7. We have alfo recalled from the Aurungs, all your fervants who were fent 'to'-’ 

fuperintend the .inveftments in cloth, being well affured that thefe branches g . 

of the Company’s bufinefs, may as conveniently be carried on without their 
afliftance ; and that the relidencc of young gentlemen at places remote from the in-' 
fnedlion of their fuperiors, hath furniflied the'means of aflliming to themfelves an au- 

. thority prejudicial to the people, detrimental to the revenue, and produdtive of dif- 
putes with the other Europeans Companies, witli whom it is bur inclination to live iri^ 
the moft amicable manner. 

8. Further to enforce the fpirit of your inftrudtions contained in para- Sept. 19. 
graphs 10, 1 1 and 12, of your feparate letter, under date the 24th Decem- 
ber 1765, we deliberated on the propereft meafures for reftrainirig that pernicious in- 
fluence which enables a commercial Governor of this fettlernent inb manner tbengrofs 
in his own hands the whole trade of this countr)%' The Prefidait’s -mihufe, entefM 
in our proceedings the 19 September, very clearly and forcibly expreffes the 
many falutary effedls that muft arife to the Company and the public, from placing 
the Governor in fo affluent and rcfpedtable a fituation, that his attention fliall no lon- 
ger be diftradled with tire perplexing .care of an extenfive trade, nor diverted from 
the duty of his ftation b)'^ too clofc an application to ways and means of promoting 
his own private intereft. He is now to renounce all concerns in every ' branch- of 
commerce, by a folemn oath and, penal bond for 150,000 1. executed in the prefence 
of the Alayor’s Court, the Company’s fer\’'ants, and the other inhabitants of the Pre- 
fidency. He is reftridled from every poffible method of accumulating wealth,- and 
even from the lending out money at more than the common rate of intereft, or 
otherwife enlarging his fortune, except by the regular arid 'fta'ted-'appomtrnents of his 
office. We have not only bound him down by the ftrongeft tiesbf law,- honour,' 
and confcience, but we have endeavoured to remove every temptation- to exceed the- 
limits preferibed, by rendering the emoluments of his appointment fuitable to the- 
rank he holds in the fettlernent, the dignity he muft neceffarily maintain in the eyes 

E 2 ' . *^f 
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of the natives, and the profpei^ of independence- which he oughtto enioy'at the* cloiir 
ofa iong courfeof faithfiil feryices. 

, Fopthefe purpofes we hay.e^ffignedtoj’^^^^ s cbmmiffionof per Centum ' 

upon all the revenues, of which the Company; are colledfors for the, King;; the confulage' 
pn:,coraIj, the.duties :pn;. coinage^ ;and fuclv .other emoluments- and- perquifitesl as the:- 
^P^^,^. 9 .f.P??^ 0 ^<??'S"iih 3 aliy: jMYe-annexed. to his flation and office. . . 

, , As the President’s ;Own -words ■ are inpft expreffive-pf the meaning of the Committee,, 
tve beg leave to quote the following paragr^^h" of hrsLordlhip’sMmute,, in- which he- - 
enumerates the happy confequences that, muft refidt-froni 'diveflihg Prelrdent of 
all othen cares ^an,thofe of his {iatiqn-.^ ; , ' , 

. (Although by thefe means, a governor wili not be abl'eYa.amafs a- million^^^^ or Half 
9 . 79 ilhon>;'ih theipace of twb or three years,,’ yet he will acquire- a very handfome.- 
‘'dndepehdency, ;^^d;be in; that very lituation which a rnan, of nice honour- and true: 

“ zeal for the fervice would wiSh to polTefs.. /Thusfituated,,he may defy alf oppofitiom 
in Council; he will- have nothing to alk,.nothing to propofe, but what he means foir 
“ the advantage of his-^^ employers; hemay defy the law,brcaufe there can be ho fbun- 
*i .dation for ^ bill of difeoyery,; ,and he rnay defy the .obloquy of the world; becaufer. 
there cambe nothing ceniurable inhis cqnduft^ In: lhort,.if ftability can beinfuredto; 
fuch a; government -as/ this; where riches., have^ been acquired; in aimndahee in a; 
*1 fhort,lpac.e of tiime, , by all -y^ays and means, and, by mien fv/itli without capa-'. 

cities,, it^tquft .be^^efefted; by a, GoWnof thus felirifted/’ ^ 

^ We are,;ta obferye,,^that^9ut; Prefident, Cord Clive, haV himftlf fet the frlb 
example, of, that .;mpderadon, whieh , he; requires in ;fu tut e . governors; of -this fettlemen t„- 
his" Lprdfliipj haying, -.on the . i ft- .day of Oiftober, • tafcen the , r^iddltve oath,, andt 
executed the -penalty-bond, -in-- the manner .prescribed, ' 

9 . As we; have aieyer -prefumed- to- deyijtte from yoiir ei^refs- orders; excepting when-, 
circ'um'ftances \yere ,fo;. altered as -w/ould fender 'our; obedience crifhinal,, w'eeriteredi 
ayith great. reladtance upon the exeution- of your inftru(ftions-. cohtained in 'the general 
letter of the a4th, December,, ,1765, and'i^tbFebraary;. 1 766i - 

: Mr,Hugh\^atts Wasjpurfuant to thefe. orders, called upoh to refund the amoTOtof 
cpmniiftionthVhad-d'rawni, ;a_t;the,rate;qf 2- ^ per Centuni;. upon: the revenue's' of 'Mid-- 
napore ; but as- this commiflion had firft been eftablilhed by. a Conupi-Etee . of -ILand^. 
and .was afteryyard's ;eonfirmed_.by your Pmfident -pud Gounal,. :we accepted in lieu; 
of money, of His- bpnd,^ made pay think prdpeptouepeafyOT 
ipjunftions afteriye.had-reprefentedthe circumftancesqfthe affeirV ■ 

10. - . in the ‘ fame-, manner , we , cali’ed- upon Meffis,,;h;Iarriott> Fayvrelh 

Graham,, .tnrefund the .whole ;amounq, of . the-, monthly aiiowanGe - recelyed tHer. 
R^'ah,' during their- refidence- in Burdwan;;. yet,..iH. favour of thefe gentlemehj.it.rhtift be;, 
obferyed, that the aboye allow^ce was:Gonftahtly inferted in the moShly cafti 'accounp 
tfanfmitted- to che-Preftdenc}'-;, whence it, became, an-, abibiute- aft- pf the Bpafd;^ for 
which yourfervants are no longer, refponfiblei,-. , • ; -. 

Wc di'kewife imagine that the cbmnuffiqn dfawn- uppn the revenues- of Midnapore;, 
as well' as ; the aUbwance, granted by the-, Burd-wan.. Rajah;, rnaift have been- lcnown by 
the general books .for inoretW twelve months before -your, orders for refundingwere- 
illued.'. Thefe emoluments were 'therefore, ' if not-; , Abfplutely confirmed^ yet taci'tly- 
allowed by the Court, .of Direftoin;,.theiiilelyes. The ftlence of your Honourable; 
Board, ; and of the Gmninor and. Cbuhdb^.upoa.. ypolnt fo. immediately f&iliing, may 

very naturally be conftruedinto a'fufficientfenftionfdr their conduft and nie- alt^— 
native, either to refund' fums of money; aftualiymxpehded- in fuppdrting the unavoid- 
able charges of their ftations^'or- of'jofing the-beneSt ofyour.fer\;ice,,iuuft tHerefore be- 
Tcg^ded as a very particular hardftiip upon, thefe geutleniem; 



For thefe reafons we alfo accepted bonds for reflitution of the Rajah’s allowance^, in 
thefame terms as that from Mr. Watts and it is our requeft, that you will pleafe to 
revoke thefe orders, which niUft prove To injurious to the fortunes of your junior , 
fervants, ;a£ttng under the immediate orders and inlpedtion of the Board. 

' The bonds are as follows : ■ _ j - , . . . . 

Mr. Watts - - ' - - - - - - - - - ii,6op o o. 

Mr. James Lawreir - - “ - “ “ ~ o o 

' Mr. 'Henry Goodwin - - ' - - - - - 24,060 0 0 

Mr. J. Graham - - 7,i}.oq o © 

Rupees 75,222 ' 0 6 '■ 

- 12. Mr. Marriott, intending to refign the fervice,. has intimated^ hi reply ^ 

to our demands, that he is ready to anfwer every legd claim upon his. fortune ^ 
in the courts of juftice in England. ' ' ' 

ig. Your orders for refunding the prefents received by the gentfemen who com* 
pofed the Council and Deputation, at the acceffion of . the Nabob Nudjum al Dowlah, 
were duly conveyed to Meflrs. Playdell and Middleton, the only remaihirig iuembers- 
of the Board who afted upon that occafion. The former hak applied to the Board 
for permiffion to refign the fervice,, and the latter has acquainted the Prefident of 
his intention to return this fealbn to England ; fo that enforcing your inllrudtions any 
furtlier appeturs unnecelTary. ' ' 

14.. In confequence of your leveral remarks on the management,, revenues,, and 
accounts - of Burdwan province, in the General letter, the ’^4th December, we 
direfted Mr. Verelft,'the Supervifor, to draw out ah exaft ftatement of the- revenues,: 
and an' explicit anfwer to- die difficulties you have' pOTnted'out in the fotmer'flatements. 
tranfmitted to England.- That gentleman- has accordingly, with great pains and 
attention drawn -out- a ver)'’ full- accoXint of the receipts and difburfements of the pro- 
vince for the lafl j-ear.- He hath likewife deduced, from thebeft authorities, he could 
procure,' a minute detail, in the fame formj of all receipts and difburfements of money,, 
from the period when that province Was - firfr -'affigned over to the- Compa- „ 
ny ;.'and thefe accounts he' has accompanied wdth a letter addrefled to^the' - ' 

Select Committee^, whicli,, -we -hope, will explairh “every inconfiftencyj account fdr 
every deficiency^ and folve every material difficuky reprefented bY'your Honourable 

Board. ' : - . - - - ^ 1 

• 1^. From the-Relident at Mldnapore’s letter to^ the Supemfbr, and the ' 

accompanying accounts^ you will- perceive the great increafeof the revenues- 
of that province fince Mr. Verdft’s appointment;: you will alfb obferve from therefo* 
lution of the Committee when hlr. GrahamTs letter wasunderconfideration,. the method 
in which Wepropofe condutfringthe bufinefsof that province and Jdlafbre in- future, 
in order the -Gompany nlay receive the full value of the- lands, without oppreffino' 
the Zemindars or diftreffihg- the landholders, whofe eafe and happinefs. mufl ever be 
imeparable from the true intefeft- of their mafters.. ■ 

: -16'. The King’s revenues, of. which we are now the colletfrors, -we have realbi^- 
to believe, will fall very' little- Ihort of the rums fpecified in our letter by the-I,ord 
Camden. In the lift of packet We trarifinit general ft'atements, for the prefent year,, 
of the revenues of Bengal and Rahar, the large increa'fe upon which muft- in great 
nieaiure be aferibed to hlr.. Sykes’s alliduity, and' to Mahomed Reza Cawn’s profound 
knowledge in the'ffinances.:' -Without this, ffiligence and' fkili in the executive officers,, 
all the attention of the- Committee to- fupport the influence of government,, to 
enforce obedien'ce of the Zemindars, and ta prevent frauds, embezzlements, and de- 
predations committed on. the revenue, would fail to produce the required effed:. 

17. The 
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17. The large'inveftments, which ■we are now enabled to fend home, ■ by mearis 
of- the fuppUes we remit to China, and the cargoes from hence, render the ' revenues 
of this country an objedr of the utmo ft importance, mot only, to the Company, but fo 
the Britifli nation; As thefe are the, only means we can at prcfent dcvife,- whereby 
you can enjoy, the^ full fruits of Iris Majelly/s royal gr'anc-of-the Dewanii)^, we Ihall 
continue tp exert our utmoft endeavours .to .extend. the,' inveftment every. 'year; and 
we propofe continuing to fupply. tli.e China market with money, until your prohibition 
.to the contrary iliail arrlve,.or advice from the Supercargoes, that they have afupcrlluity 
in their hands. Incohv.eniencies will undoubtedly^ attend this annual exportation of 
treafure; but ^jA'hen ; w,e; refled: bn the great addition already made to the current 
fpecie of .the, country .by the gol'dr coinage, 'and likewife that even- fhould your fales 
fail, yet wili- every increafe of your inveftment prove fo much adlual money rernitted' 
to your coflers, we are inclined to .think this the moft eligible fyftcm that can' be': 
purfued at prefeii't.., . "Vlfe. are . further to' consider, that while foreign nations are pro- 
viding their inveftments ■ with .uioiiey borrowed at a -high premium, you are only', 
fending home in goods the furplus of an immenfe revenue, which ip ay truly be 
regarded as.fo m'uch clearvgain.to' the Company and to the nation; 

1 8. But this great' and .national ■ objed: is not to be fecured and perpetuated without' 
youryinremittirig, attention to, our; luilitary eftabliftiment, and maintaining a force 
proportioned to the riik incurred by the extenfion of your influence and polTefliohs.- 
The difmiflion of the Nabob’s ufelefs -miritary rabble, and of thofe troops kept up by the 
Rajahs and the Fo\ zlars, in their feveral diftridrs, for the purpofe of enforcing the 
collediions, 'hath ,; obliged us to- raife eight battalions of' inde^iendent Sepoys; fo that' 
notwithftanding the-'great number .of recruits fent out this year from England, not-' 
withftanding the liberal fupply of troops' granted by your- Prefidency at Fort'Sf.' 
George, fo general was the mortality on board the tranfpOrts, fo-great the.lofs from- 
the Falmouth’s misfortune, - and fo fatal the effedrs of the late unhealthy feafon, that' 
we cannot avoid being alarmed at the extraordinary difproportion of numbers between, 
your European and black infantry. The very flgnal inftance of fidelity arid attach'- 
ment exhibited by the fepoys, during the ,' late mutiny of the officers, might, irideed 
be-fufficient to quiet our apprehenfidn's, and remove all.fufpicion .of their condud;, if 
experience the preceding , year, of their dangerous infolence and turbulent fpirit had 
not evinced, the rieceflity of keeping the black troops in awe and fubjedtion. 

19. We riterefore.m'oftearneftly requeft that you will try, by every poflible means, 

to complete the, European infantry to tlie . number fpecified in our addrefs by the 
Admiral . Stevens ; and that eflediual.meafures may be taken to prevent crouded 
fliips, to difpatch your recruits at an early feafon, and to guard againft the infamous 
prad:ices of owners, .hufbands, and officers of flflps, whereby the lives of hundreds 
of men are facrlficed, • whofe fervices would be valuable to the nation, and altogether 
invaluable to the Company.'. ' ' ■ ' , ' A 

20. In the letters from the .public .department, your Council have • frequently ex-- 

preffed their wiffies that, you -would comply with ' the military ftore-keeper’s indents 
for hats and flroes'. We now make it the requeft of this Committee, that the' 
brigades may in future be- fully fupplied with articles fo eflential to a foldier’s 
cloathing, and which are not to be' procured here in a fufficient quantity at any 
price. ' , ■ ■ 

21. At the fame time we beg leave, once more, to repeat the neceffity of your pur- 
fuing the moft vigorous fteps.td'prevent the exportation of fire-arms .and ammunition 
to 'any part of India. It is not fufficient that we guard againft this illicit, and-perhaps 
fatal trade, at your Prefidericies of Fort St. George, and ‘Fort William, unlcfs the,. 

fljme care be talceri' at Bombay, Bencoolen, and /our fadlories on the Malabar coaft ; 

Imce 
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fincc the arms -Imported at thofe places are foon conveyed by country velTels, and 
other means, to the moft' remote parts of Hindoftan. 

22. The accompanying duplicate of our letter by the Lord Camden, will advife 
3^ou of, the prolpedt we -then enjoyed- of- uninterrupted peace and tranquility in 
Bengal. Nor is this profpeft more vifionary or remote at prefent, notwithflanding 
the King has plied every engine of ftate artifice and deceit to difturb the repofe of 
the empire, by, arming for the purpofes- of his wdld ambition, a power who, in a 
Ihort time, would lhake the foundation. of his throne, and deprive him of that inde- 
pendent and comfortable revenue which he now poflelTes for the fupport of his dig- 
nity. Difappointed in the King’s promifes of alfiftance from us, the Maharattas have 
ever fihce remained feemingly irrefolute how .they llrall a£t, at fome diftance frorn th^e' 
frontiers of the Korah province, which was ceded to his Majefty laft year by treaty. 
They have not yet attempted to moleft the King, our ally Sujah al Dowlah, or us;: 
yet for the greater fccurity we have diredted the fecond and third brigades to march 
towards the Caramnafla, to fupport Sujah al Dowlah, if he Ihould require our af- 
liftance, and to confirm' that terror of our arms with which the Maharattas feem al- 
ready to -be ftrongly impreffed. This motion we expedl will produce the full effedt, 
without ftriking a blow. 

23. We learn with great fatisfadlion by the lateft advices from the coaft, that all 
differences with Nizam Allee are likely to be removed. Should this defireable event 
take place, we hope to concert a plan of operations with the Prefidencies of Ma- 
drafs and Bombay, which will effcdlually . prevent our being molefted in future by- 
the Maharattas, by obliging them to confine their whole attention to the preferva- 
tion of what they now poffefs. At prefent they are the only power who can excite - 
difturbances in Bengal ; nor have we any thing further than a mere temporary inter- 
ruption to our colledtions to apprehend even ■ from the Maharattas ; fince with our 
Well-difciplined and numerous arm5q we may bid defiance to the moft powerful coun*'- 
fry army that can be brought in the field. 

24. Having maturely confidered your orders, conveyed in paragraph 39 of your 
general' letter by the Lord Camden, we entirely a^ee in opinion that the govern- 
ment hath undoubted right to oblige the inhabitants to contribute their proportion of 
expences neceffary to the fecurity of the fettlement. But as not only the propriety - 
of fuch an affeffment, but even our power of levying taxes hath been queftioned, . 
and this propofal already rejedted in the confultation of the Board in the year 1762, 
we chufe' to avoid renewing it at a jundture , when the affluence of the Company, 
renders it lefs neceflar^q and when fuch an exertion of authority might poffibly revive 
difcontent, and re-kindle thofe fparks of fedition, which have been too recently fup- 
preffed to admit of a certainty that they are thoroughly extinguifhed. However, left it 
Ihould hereafter be thought expedient to affels the inhabitants for the purpofe men- 
tioned, or for any other meafure of government, we could wiflr to recommend 
that you would pleafe to confult the learned in the law, how far the authorit}'’ of your 
Governor and Council, adting here as your reprefentatives, extends over the property 
of the Inhabitants living under their protedfion. 

25. You will obferve from our proceedings, that-Mr. -Rumbold’s ap- Sep. 10, 15,. 
pointment to a feat at the Board, with the ftanding he held at your Pre- ’9- . . 
fidency of Fort St. George, was confidered by Meffrs. Alderfey, Kelfall, and Flo- 
5'er, as an injury to themfelves, and a fuperceffion, which their condudl: at the . 
Board no way juftified. At the fame time we confefs the merit of thefe gentlemen, 
we muft obferve, that the injury would have been ftill greater to Mr. Rumbold, 
had he been denied that rank in Council, to which he was intitled by faithful fer- 
vices. Our objedflon was not to him, but .to a feledtion from this eftablilhmcnt, 

which 
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which wc coflccivcd \Voukl TerVc'ohly to aggi'avatc the' gcricraV difeontenf ; ahef 
vve therefore gave him alTuraiiccs at the time/ that his ftiperccflioh 'VVould b'6 tem- 
porary. ■ ■ / j- - 

i -With the Committee’s declaratiolithat-Yuch affuraiiccs'had been given, we ‘ arc 'of 
Opinion thc-Madrafs gentlcnkn* plight have remained fatisfied, until the fcntiiiiehts 
of the Court of Directors coiild lie' received ^ fnicc it is evident we were reduced by 
becoffity only- to this meafhrc,- without intention of injuring, or in any degree fnper' 
leding Mr! Rumbold, whofe 'fcrviccs ’to the Company, both in a civil and military 

capacity, defervcdly entitle him to an exemption from every indignity,. • k 

' ^ 6 . The public department will advife you of Mr. Sumner’s refignation, and of 
his having taken his paflage in this fliip ; we fhali not proceed to fill up, the vacancy 
his departure has occafionod in the Committee, until his Lordlliip is able to attend 
the bufinefs. - ' . ... 

'• We have the honour to be. See. ■ 


CLIVEy JOHN CARNACi. H. VERELST, 


- -No. -VI; •• _ ''‘-V' ', 

' Ti? the Honourable the Court of Dzh^ors, ' 

''' ' HoiIour'able Sirs, ■ ■' ' ' ■ ’ " 

l'. At the time we were honoured with your ' commands by the Mercury packet,. 
Lord Clive’s feverc ihdifpbfitioh obliged us “to defer making any particular reply 
we therefore contented ourfelves with general expreflions of thanks for the approba- 
tion yo'ii are pleafed . to bellow on dur ’cohduft, and tlie' confidence you repofe. in the, 
zearand attachment' of the Seledl Coriihiittee. ' • ’ ' ' ■ ‘ - - k' 

2. Having fince "his Lordfliip’s ■’recovery ‘more maturely cohfidei'cd your letter, \\'e 
beg leave to repeat our acknowledgments with’ the liveliefi; fenfe ' of duty and grati-^ 
tude V alid' to allure you; that finding ourfelves hibre completely' armed 'with, the 
fahdiibkof your authority, "we Ihall proceed with boldnefs and vigour Upon , the fahi'e. 
principles that halve hitherto guided opr Reps, and produced thofe ' events which 'you. 
do us the honbiif to corifider .as' important and fortunate'p 'the Company; 

• ■■ .3. When RrlPWe embraced the political fyftem now eftablilhed, it was with diffi- 

dence ; when we entered upon the correffcibn of abufes,-and the pUniflimeht of mif- 
obnduft, it was with reludtance z but'fenfible that the oiie and the other were eflen- 
tially neceflary 'to theRability .of government, and even to )'our exiRence in this 
country, we purRicd our meafures with that difintereRed zeal which we hoped would 
merit your applaiife ; and we now receive in your approbation/ the moR acceptable 
reward of our labours. . ” ‘ . 

4. It is with extreme fatisfadlion we perceive, that you agree with us in opinion, , 
Tefpedting the expediency of ' the royal grant of the' Dewanny, The neceffity and 
■urility of this grant become every day more evident. All caufe of contention with the 
government is now- removed'; fecurity to the property, freedom to the trade, and 
proteftion to the perfons of the' native inhabitants are infured. Funds for the pro-, 
vifion of your inveflments, for the maintenance of your troops, and for the neceffities 
of war, are eRablilhed. Influence to command refpedt is acquired ; and we rnay, m . 
cur prefent circumflances, be regarded as the Ipring which, concealed under the ma- 
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’COW 0^” the Nabob’s name, fecredy gives motion t6 this vafl machine of government, 
without offering violence to the original conftimtion. The increafe of our own^ and 
diminution of his power, arc effedted without encroachment on. his prerogative. The 
Nabob holds in his hands, as he always did, the whole civil adminiflration, the diftri- 
bution of jullice, the difpofil of offices, and all tliofe fovereign rights which confd- 
tute the c'licnce of his dignity, and form the moll convenient barrier between us and 
thc'jcaloufy of the other European fettlements. 

- 5. As to the fundlions! of this office of Dewann^r, they have, fince we came into 
polleffion, been exercifed as 3-011 diredl by the refident at the Durbar who adrs as 
collcdlor of the King’s revenue, under the infpedtion and controul of the Seledl Com- 
mittee. In coniundlion with Mahomed Reza Cawn, he' fuperin tends the -whole collec- 
fiotis, receives the monthly pa3mients from the Zemindars, difburfes the flated re- 
venues appropriated to the King and the Nabob, enquires into the caufes of defi- 
ciencies, •I'edrelTes injuries fuflaincd or committed by the officers of the revenue and 
tranfinits the accounts of his office, the invoices of treafure, and the monthly ac- 
count of the treafurv, with every other occurrence of importance to the Prefident and 
Seled- Committee. 

b 6. The colledions of the province of Bahar we have thought proper to place under 
the immediate dircdlion of the Chief at Patna, who ads jointly with Shetabro}’-, and 
ilibordinate to the refident at the Durbar, to whom he makes his- confignments of 
treafure, and tranfmits monthl)’- accounts of his office, which the refident forwards to 
- us;^ The diary '}"ou recommend would certainly conduce much to the regularity and‘ 
memod -of office'; but as we are afraid of diftrading his attention, by prefenting too. 
great ii variety of different objeds to his mind, we mull at prefent leave the- par-^ 
ticula'r • mode of - carrying on bufinefs to the refident’s own diferetion. His corre-' 
fpondence, however, with the natives, and copies of all letters he may fend or re-‘ 
ceiyeinhis public flation, we fliall dired 'him to forward to us, v/ith duplicates .and 
triplicates to be tranfmitted in our general packet. , " ' • 

7. For the greater precifion in the inanagement of }'-our affairs, we' have coiifidered 
the whole bufinefs of the Dewanny as purely political ; it is therefore kept- feparate 
and apart from that of )'-our former poffeffions, the diredion of which will, in future,! 
be left to the Governor and Coup.cil, in the manner explained in the next para- 
graph. ■ 

8. To avoid confufion and delay in franfading the ■multiplicit)'- of affairs, now 
dependent on this Prefidenc}’’, we have drawn a line, whereby their diflind and 
refpedive provinces are marked out and affigned to the Council and Seled Committee. 
To the former we have- allotted the -difburfement of mone)'-, ordering, ' preparing, 
and direding your -inveftments, managing youi' Calcutta lands, and Pergunnahs, 
colleding your revenues of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong, together with 
the current bufinefs of the Prefidenc}'-, fubordinate Fadories, and Aurungs, with' 

• whatever may any W'ay relate to the trade and navigation of India. Thefe were the 
proper objeds of the attention of }’-our Prefident and Council, before the Company’s' 
rnfluence and power became fo enlarged, before the armies they maintained, the al- 
liances they formed, and the revenues they poffeffed, procured them a confideration 
as a fovereign and politic, as well as a commercial body. ' ' . - 

9. To the Seled Committee is referved the power of making treaties, con- 
duding negotiations, and contrading alliances ; of ordering and direding every 
thing relative to the operations of war, the defence of the countr}', and to military af- 
fairs ;■ of fettling the amount of the annual revenues, and colleding -them in qualit}" of 
Dewan forthe King; of iffuing ordersto therefidentat the.Durbar,and correfpondingwirh 
the countr}’- povrers ; in a word, of carrying on whatever bufinefs may affed'thcgovem- 

. ■ , ' F . menr. 
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mcnt, or the political and military intcrcft, of our hononrahle employers^, with thfe 
lartlicr refervation of the powers delegated to the Committee^, of interfering upon fucb 
occafions as they, may judge ncccflary to the good of the Conipan)^, and general wel- 
fare of the country. 

. lo. Such are the i*egularions under which we propofe to conduft the bufmefs of this- 
Prcfidcncy in future, and which we hope will meet with your approbation. In mark- 
ing the limits affigned to each dejiartment, we have obferved all polfiblc regard to- 
the honour of the Board, and to the natural boundaries of what your poffeffions were,, 
and what they now are ; with this view cl]')ccially, that if, upon any future eniergency^ 
or reverfe of fortune, we fliould be forced to relinquifli our late acquifitions, and re- 
turn to our former condition, we may- do it with the Icaft injury to your affairs. 

I r. In the lift of packet by the Cruttcnclcn, we fent you a general eftimateof revenue 
for the prefent year, to be colledted in the province of Bengal and Bahar, in the manner 
fixed and adjufted at the laft Poonahs. For your farther fatisfadtion, we now tranfmit an 
explicit account of the receipts and difburfements of the Dewanny treafury, from the 
above period ; whence you w'ill obferve, that the monthly payments have been ftridtly • 
kept up, and that the annual collections arc likely to anfwcr our moft fanguine ex-, 
peCtations; Should any deficiency arife upon the prefent ftatement, it muft proceed' 
from the regulations we have made far the incrcafe of your own inveftment, which 
necefifarily reftrain many articles of ]>rivatc trade, that always paid duties to the go- 
vernment ; and alfo from the impoffibility of our enforcing the collections in the re- 
mote frontier provinces, where many independent Rajahs refide, with the fame degr.ee- 
of authority exerted under the immediate eye of )^our refident at the Durbar. 

. ,-12., Senfible of .the importance of thefe mvenues to the Company, and convinced. - 
by experience, that it requires the moft uni'emitting diligence to prevent the natives 
from. eluding payment.of the ftated collections,, your SeleCt Committee will ever be. 
attentive to fupport,. \yith all their influence, the authority of the refident at the Dur- 
bar, and to fee their orders for reftraining the pernicious interpofition of your fervants ia 
the affairs of government rigoroufly enforced. As early, as the month of November, 
1765, weftriftly prohibited all your fen'ants, .civil and military, from lending money 
to the Zemindars, without firft obtaining the confent and approbation of the Minifters,-. 
Dec ■ T obfeiwing this order might be evaded, under various pretences, we have 
now, agreeable to your directions, enjoined, on pain of immediate difmiffion-ffom 
your fervicejthat no perfoh 'whatever, living under protection of the Compa ny, ftiall lend 
nioney at a higher rate of intereft than 1 2 per Cent, per annum, except on Refpondentia 
only." -As the.fuccefs of the Durbar refident’s endeavours to complete the, annual 
collections depends in a great meafure upon the punCtual obfervance of this highly 
neceffary regulation, you may reft affured, that nodftng in our power lhall be wanting 
to exaft implicir obedience ; and that we fhall, without regard to perfons, punifh the - 
-offenders with the utmoft feverit)''. . , 

'13. When; firft .we received from his Majefty the grant of the Dewanny, and entered 
upon the collection' of the Royal revenue, we, committed this important charge to 
the management of Mahomed Reza Cawn,. under the immediate infpeCtion of 'the 
refident at the Durbar. "We could not conveniently, before wc received your ap- 
probation of the fteps we had taken, affign ftated fdaries to the minifters, . and. we, 
were therefore obliged to connive at their receiving, for the maintenance and fupport 
of their dignity^ certain emoluments and perquifites vAich have always, by the cuftorni 
of the country, been annexed to their ftation and offices. 

.; 14. .Mahomed Reza Cawn has .now of himfelf, with great delicacy of honour^ re- 
pretented .'to us the evil confequences that muft enfue from the continuance of tffis'. 
practice; fihee,- by fuffering the principal officer of the governm.ent to depend, for 
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- the fvipport of their dignity, on the precarious fund of pcrqulftcs, we in a manner 
oblige them to puruic opprcflivc and corrupt meafurcs, equally injurious to the 
country and to the Company. We are likewife of opinion, that it is more becoming 
the dignity of your government, more confuicnt with your true interclV, and more 
conformable to the plan we have adopted of conciliating to us the minds of the na- 
tives, that a flop Ihovild, in future, be put to the ncccflity of thofc cxadlions, which, 
-though cuftomary, muft ticvcrthclcfs be grievous to the people , and we have there- 
fore, upon due confidcration of the ncceflary cxpcnces confequent on_ their rank, 
flation, and ofliccs, afltgncd twelve lacks of rupees a year for the mainte- 
nance and fuj>port of Klaliommcd Reza Cawn, Roy J^ullub, and Shetabroy, 
who hold in their hands the mold imj^oriant employments of the government. 

15. In cflablifliing this fund for the maintenance of the principrd officers of 
flatc, we have had a particular regard to the amount of their pcrquifitcs, which will 
Itcnccforward be annexed to the revenues, to their elevated flations, and to tlie expe- 
diency of fupporting them in all the fltew and parade requiflte to keep up the autho- 
rity and influence of their refpeflive offices- As they arc all men of weight and conf:- 
dcradon in the country, who held places of great taifl: and profit under the former 
government, we farther propofed, by this adt of gcncrofity, to engage their cordial 
fcrviccs, and confirm them ftcady in our intcreft, fincc they cannot hope, from the 
mort fuccefsful ambition, to rife to greater advantages by any change or revolution 
of affairs. At the fame time it was reafonablc we fliould not lofc fight of Mahomed 
Reza Cawn’s paft fcrviccs ; he has purfued the Company’s intcrefl; with fteadinefs and 
diligence ; his abilities qualify him to perform the moft important fcrviccs. The un- 
avoidable charges of his particular fituatton arc great ; in dignity he flands fecond 
to the Nabob only ; and as he engages to incrcafc the revenues, without injuftice or. 
oppreffiou, to more than the amount of his falary, and to rclinquiflr thofe advan- 
tages to the amount of eight lacks of i* ru]>ccs per annum, which he heretofore cnjo3''cd, 
we thought it proper, in the diftribution of falarics, to confidcr Mahomed Reza Cawn 
in a light fuperior to the other Minifters. This we have recommended to the Pre- 
fidcnt, who will adjuft, with their approbation, the fevcral proportions to be drawn 
from the above appointment. We have only to obferve farther upon this fubjedt^ 
that great and enormous as the funi muft appear which we have allotted for the fupport 
of the minifters of the government, we will not hcfitate to pronounce that it is 
ncccflaiy and reafonablc, and will appear fo on confidcration of the power which 
men employed on thofc im])ortant fcrviccs have either to obftrudt or promote the 
public good, unlefs their integrity be confirmed by the ties of gratitude and in- 
tcrefl;. 

16. Previous to the aiTangcmcnt made of public bufincfs, whereby all t'our 
former pofleffions arc delivered over in charge to the Governor and Council, we 

had under confidcration the letting the Calcutta lands to new tenants, upon frefli 
leafes. Such was the refolution of the Committee, on the 2d of December, 1765, 
to which purpofe, advertifements were then publiflicd. A lift of farmers were fe- 
Icdted from the great number of candidates who offered themfelves, in framing which 
we had a particular regard to the charadter and fervdees of thofc perfons admitted 
to the benefit of lands. 

17. If you will pleafe to refer to the Prefident’s Minutes at the time we 
granted the former leafes, jj^ou will find that his Lordfliip then entertained 
fufpicions of fraud in the management of the Pergunnalis. In confequence, we- had 
fet on foot an inquiry, the effefts of which appeared, as we were on the point of 
clofing our, agreement with the new farmers ; and this determined us to poftpone the 

F 2 intended 

• 1 ^ 0,000 /, .J. 100,000/. 
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intended grants tmtil tlie iith day of- April- next, that our rcfearchcs ■ into thi^ .dark-„ 
nd:iir might not.be- obftrn(flcd by the collufion and artifice of the new tenants. The- 
frcfli Icafes will then be made out by the Prefident and Council,, vve doubt not 
with a very confiderable increafe of rent, arifing from an equal afleffment) according, 
to the real value of the lands ; for wc would avoid every adt of violence and oppref-- 
fion, as well as of favour and parriaHty,, to individuals.. ’ , , ’ 

lb’. Immediately upon receipt- of your orders, for commencing fuits, againfl your 
fervants who- had received prefents at the acceflion of the late. Nabob,, we formally - 
demanded, by a letter from- our Secretary, full reftitution of Meflrs.. Playdell and 
Middleton, now in Bengal, and of the attorneys of thofe gentlemen wher are returned ; 
to England^ Mr. Playdell’s anfwer-wc have not yet received ; Mr. Middleton’s is annex— 
Tan i6 to our.procecdings,. and we beg leave to recommend it to your confidcration, , 
* as wc are well afllired that- gentleman was entirely ignorant of yourordersfor fign- 
ihg covenants at the time he accepted the prefents. The reputation offtridl honour and., 
integrity which Mr; Middleton- always maintained in your fer\dcc, obliges ns tO' -. 
wifli that you,- -ttmuld picafe- to diftinguilh him from .thofe other fervants '.who have-, 
incurred your difpleafurej by dropping -a profecution that muft be.attendedAvith’ riiih. 
to his fortui-ie and family. For thefe reafons, and as he has agreed to give us fccurity- 
that he will anfvcr.'to you, or us, every legab demand upon- his fortune,- we have, 
thought proper to avoid filing the biU of ‘difeovery. Sic.- which you- dirccl:.- . 

19. Agreeable to your orders, arid to the diredtions contained' iri the opinion of hfe 
Majefty’s' Attorney and Sollici'tor General, wc are preparing- to file -bills againfl the • 
other gentlemen, aipon- the- refufal'of their attorneys^ , to anfwer our- demand without ■ 
authority\from -their conflituents. Upon inquiry, we find that none .of -their cffedls 
are in pofleffibn of the Company ; and'wc apprehend- that fc'ruples -will arife in the - 
’Mayor’s Cburt 'as to the-'power of ' attaching- fuch effefts as-may -be-depofited in the 
hands of their agents,- or of the natives, Wc fiiall, however-, literally follow - your - 
ihflrudtions as far as-circumflances will adhiif, and wc can -aft confificntly with-youf- 
-fecurity, .in a place where the profeffion of the -la-vv -is exercifed by riieri' who feem - 
to deri-ve all their knowledge by inheritance,- or to pofTefs it from -intuition,- without 
previous ■ flu dy or application.- 

' 20. We come-now to'fpeak to your ihflrudridns relative to rite inland trade, ^yhicIi ; 
you very juflly confider as- the foundation of all the bloodfl-icd, mafra'crcs,''and-con^ - 
fufion, which ha-ve -happened- of late years'in Bengal-. Your orders ai-e-poTifive, •arid • 
therefore our ob’edi erice -fiiall beirripliGlt. AccordhiglyyouAvill'obfervei'ri'ourpro.^- 
ceedingSjjihat tlie’foeiety'fdr eondudling- this- branch oftraffick hands abfolutely 
aboli-fhed on the firfl day of September next. The contradts for the prefent year-beirig 
formed^ and' large- advances made,’ it was impoflible, without ixfiri to iridivid-uals, and i 
confufion to the public/ to- fix- an-earlier date -for the-- execution -of your- orders<\ - 
2-1. But altliough bur duty obliges us- to- pay the -ftri’dlefl-' obedience' to qmur . pc-. ■ 
remptory orders for abol-ifliing-'a- trade to which you -exprefs' fo' flrong an averfibn, , 
the fame duty * requires ’vve fiiould -freely offer, our fentiiiients upon ’ a fubjedl iri 
-nhich we think' your immediato intcreft, the good of the- ferviee^ arid the publib ■ 
Avelfare,. are .deeply concerned.. Thc-'Honourable. Court •of .D’iredlorsj and indeed 
the . whole body of Proprietors, found it neceffary tp I'eHrain by covenants- then’, 
civil and,, military fervants from receiving thofe adN’^antages-- to which -they had- for - 
many years been accuftomed.- It is likewife propofedj iri order that you'-may enjoy; 
the real fruits of your late aequifitioris, toAmake fuch an increafe’ of iflveftment, par--; 
ticul.arly in filk/ as will effedtually deprive your fervants of die ufual benefit arifing* 
fromqiriviite 'trade. . Farther, that- the -revenues may- not be injured in. 'any- degree^- , 
they are prohibited from lending mcaev-at a higher rate than, iz per Cent, per- 



-• annum ; and {a -trade hy fea, ' iil the ■ manufactures! of . the’} countryj : being the only . re- 
itnaining channel for- the 'exertion' of induftryf thats'-likewife. is choakedmp by; thofe ' 
;lhoals-of free 'merchants, annually: imported, who beiiig ■ incumbered with. no. public* 
■bulinefs^' nor confined to,refidence-in i Bengal, can carry oh .-a free ;trade: with; every, 
-port-in India, to much greater advahtagethanyour'fervants. ,‘i 

: 2 2’. Taking all thefe circumftanccs .info confideratiori.j reheCtingLalfo* upon, the- 

great increafe of luxury of- late' years, in confequence, of the.fudden influx of wealth,., 
lari'd that it wUl not be practicable for a time.to reduce the -charges- of . living to the- 
.prefent- means of Supporting thofe charges,, we adopted,, in .confequence of yolir per- 
miflionj the plan of -a regulated ‘ and *'refl;ricted- inland . trade/. ms the beft/method' of 
-rewarding faithful fervi'ces,- the fureft meankt6:excite zeal, and --the faireftimode '.of 
■carrying on a beneficial trade, without relinquifliihg all the .advantages weihaye hi- 
■tliertd . received,, or -fubjeCting the natives, ta thofe encroachments .on. their, natural 
rights, of which they have with too much reafon complained.’ .. h s..: ; 

- . 23'.' Oubletteriby the Camden, and.qiroceedingk’by.the ■Grutteriden,'. will, explain - 
to you the re^ilations-of the original plan of; the focietyS which; took-' place' irj'.th'fe ■ 
■month of September- lafr. ' Under.' thefe regulations the ' -.trade can fcarce- be :c,onr - 
fidered in the odious light of a monopoly/ fince'-we. are rather the -^ents fof,.manu-- 
tfafturingthe faltj." than the proprietors' of fhe trade. ...It/is-.-fdld.rin Calcutta- fb the 
-natives only, and to the utter exclufion of alliEurDjp’ea'ns,.'at an /eafier!:;rate:,.than-- it • 
ever' could be procured when -undet the management;; of - the go.vernment, befor'eirwe 
.were admitted to any participation; -The; natives ;tranfportdt--. to all .the different parts ■ 
of the country, .under fuch limitations' that-it mult reach:. the hands',ofi the.- .confumer ■ 
at a ftated and moderate price. Hereby., the; ipeople.fenfibly'ifeel - the -juflice and-ler 
nity of your government j and your fervants, who have, attainedi-the-higheftiflations; 
after a courfe of. many years fpent in'. this; unfa'vqunable climate, ■ reap; the re^vartb of ' 
thciii. -femcesj 'and cnj'by.-.rhg, meahs; of fecuring ithat-: independence ,tb;< winch, .thejr 
have.'lb.iequitable a'-c]aim;--v 'Id ; '.dt 

24. 'V^'e are now directed totally to renounce all'Hiare and' benefit. .arifingiffbrri 
this trade; it muft be made’ over. ta-tliednatLve’sw'^hThe government mufi; of courfe 
come into poffeflion ; nor can it be carried on otherwife than upon the ancient foot- 
ing of farming it out to -.the minifters, officers, . favourites-,^ and- dependents' on^the 
government, who will rear immenfe fortunes upon the oppreffion and ruin of the 
public, ■im-ddfpite bf/ou'rutmbft influence andiendeavours.-.. Thefe are at prefent our 
fnfpicions; time alone can verify our conjeGures. You, no doubt,., will matureSr 
confider how far it is probable men will continue honeft againft all the fedudtions of' 
private interefl ; and v/hether itima3'^-.not-be' neceffary to -ftrerigthen -the ties- of that - 
duty expe&ed from your fervants, by the lighter bonds of gratitude for the afflu- 
ence which they- enjoy during the--' time -of their fer\dtude^ and the independency' they • 
oughr- to fecure before 'the clofe of • their labbursi .. : - 

: By the Admiral Stevens :we earnefl;ly recommended :- tliaf -the Seledi'-Committee) 

might be continued. You 'are pleafed .to^appfbve our.' fentiments, v/hich- experience? 
has..rather confirmed than altered. You have entrufted -Lord Clive with-.the'powers- 
of; 'abolilhing' it entirehv 'or of continuing 'it under fuch regulations, asihe fhall think; 
moft conducive to j^our fervice. His Lordfliip, who joins with us ia opinion that; 
this-governmqht,. tipba its.-pfefent .'efl:aBliihmejit^‘‘- cannoL.praper}y be • condudted ex-- 
c.ept by a Select Committee, compofed of your fervants, of the greateft ■ zeal, inte — 
grity, and abilities, has delivered in,.as. .the lafl; adt of his adminiftfation, a propofalfor ' 
continuing the Committee after his' departure, in -the manner exprefledlin ,his -letter, , 
entered in our proceedings. The gentlemen propofed to. fill up the vucancie.s, are 
fuch, as we .could not but approve; and the plan laid down by his Lordfliip, for the * 

gifitlance,-' 


•guidance; aiidrdircc 3 non ;of>chc ' Committee, lb lolearly chalks out the pwh which \vc 
'bughtto purfuo, and the. bniyipathf' which ban lead to, your honour and intereds, 
:that if ■ wC detdatc : from nt,; it muift ' .'prpcced not 'from , ignorance, but inclination-; 
and we 'become iin all .'refpcdsiiacGountable for . the cohfcquencc of fuch deviation. 

26. It is with the deepen coheeny we iiiuft obferve, to you, drat, after due eonh- 
.ideration. of.'thjc ,prcfent fcrvicc in Bengal, and of the unfitnefs of 

fdnie, , and:- the. youth .of ', others,' .who Hand next in fucceffion to Council, we thought 
Jan effentially neccfrary' to flop the edurfe of promotion, and to pafs ,an 

• - ’p-' adt' of- this:. 'Board, j'that ino vacancies which might happen in Goimcil, 

'ihobldi be. filled' up, until: your further, plcafurc .‘could be known. The importance 
■bf this'ftation bcihg how .grcatly^faifcd, by the incrcafc, of - your revenues and influ- 
•cnccj ’it isj of the laft cqnfequcncc that the management of fuch weighty concerns 
ffirould only pafs through .'the diands of men of the greateft experience and abilities 
j'ou can feled". . 

'ih iy:)Thc.TtrcfidQit:arid Council, avc arc forty to remark; have incurred your cen- 
furef.rfor.'p\'ircl'ivifihg’'ji:hc' Admiral Stevens, at our recommchdatiori. We confidered 
Iier. ad dices' were" of too muck importance to. the Company to be .retarded, on ac- 
count: of a rri'fling difference, of .cxpencc. Your acquifitions, of which you had dien 
the (firfi; : hotied, doulH'only: ^bc .fccurcd 'by an early reinforcement -of troops. To 
niter thc 'dellination 'of your China, fliip, would have proved injurious to your va- 
luablednveftmeriTj'i as fi'ie carried a large fupply!'of,. trcafure. The Kent we knew to 
b'c'a' bad iailer ;i?and the. expedient-; we fell upon appeared to be the only, rcfource. 
Weare.-furthbr to dbfervc,:that in the furvey made of the Admiral Stevens we were de« 
edved, 'as’ fhc afterwards proved, to be in a- worfc condition dian was reported by the 

maffer-attendant ^ahd'' officers.'. '•■•■a' 

■ ' 28* - The'Perfian tranflator having fob fome.time paft' been too much indifpofed to 
attend to bufinefs,’ we are tinder; the neceffity to poftpone, till the difpatch of the latter 
-Ihips, the complete fet of country correfpondence which we propofed tranfmitdng by 
the Britannia.' r-'-;:; r U'; -"r 

■ ; • We have the honour to be, &c. . 

Fort ■William, Jan. 54, ,1767, . . : : , . ' . 

. ' : : • : ■ CLIYE, H. YEREEST, J. CARNAC, F. SYKES. , ' 

, > P O S T s' C R I P T. 


• We have juft received- from, the Council, at Canton,, a narrative of the lofs 
of the Earl Temple, in the China feas-. This account was taken from the declaration 
of three of the crew, who arrived at Canton, one of whom the^ Supercargoes have lent 
to Bengal, to affift in navigating a veffel we propofe fending, in hopes to faye the lives 
■of feveral of our countrj'-men, who are now confined, in a wretched condition, to the 
ftnall boundaries of a defolate ifiaird. . We tranfmk the - narrative a number in' the 


packet. 


CLIVE, H. V.EREEST, .JOHN GARNAC, F. SYKES. 
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. . - . Ko. VIL. . , , 

the Honourahib the Court of ~ DircSiors, &c, 

Hon. Sirs,, ■ ■ rortWjlHam, February 19; II®?* 

1. After accompllfhing your carneft wifbes for the reftoration of, peace and tranqui- 
lity in Bengal, your late Prcfidcnt,; Lord Clive, embarked, for England in the Bri- 
tannia, leaving the government in charge to Mr. Verclft. , 

2. A duplicate of our difpatchcs upon that occafion, containing a recital of the moft 
confiderablc occurrences Tincc the departure of the Cruttcnden,;we have the honour to 
tranfmit a number in the packet ; together with the proceedings of that date of the 
Scleft Committee. 

■ 3. Wefhould be wanting in the jiift praifes of fuperior merit, and in gratitude for 
tire effential fcrviccs performed by Lord Clive,, if we failed , to acknowledge that, to 
the prudence and vigour of his adminiftration , you are chiefly to aferibe the prefent, 
flouriflring condition of your affairs. . Firm and indefatigable indiis purfuits, he joined 
to the weight of perfonal charadlcr, a zeal for your fervdee, and a knowledge of your: 
iatcrefts, which could not but enfure fuccefs.. 

4. It would be unneceflary to remind you of the deplorable fltuation in which his;- 
Lordfhip and the Committee found this’ fcttlement. ; We. beheld a Prefideney di-- 
Tided, headftrong and licentious ; a government without nerves, a treafury without 
money, and a fervicc without fubdrdination, difeipline, or public fpirit. We may, 
add, that amidft a general ftagnation .of ufcful' induftry, and of licenfed commerce,;, 
individuals were accumulating immenfe riches, rVhich they ' had ravifhed from the 
infulted Prince and .his hclplcfs •people/ rvho groaned under , the united preflhre of 
difeontent, poverty, and oppreflion. 

- '5. Suclr was the condition of this Prefidenejt and of thefe provinces,. at the time his 
Lordllrip and the Committee entered upon the arduous talk, of- reformation, Your 
prefent fltuation need not be deferibed. Tlie liberal fupplics to China, the flare of 
your treafury, of your inveftment,. of ■ the fervice, and of the. whole country, .declare it 
to be the ftrongeft contraft to wliat, it was, and the moft pleaflng. aflemblage of for- 
tunate circumftdnces,. and-.ofprofperous.cvents,' that; lias occurred at any period. , 

6. As the meafurcs purfued are fo fortunate as to .meet .with your approbation, and; 
as they prccifely correfpond unth- our bwnifehfimehts/ you r.may be afluredi'of our 
conftant endeavours topreferve- your -affairs in- the fame chatjnel through which they- 
have flovrcd.wichfucii.vancty of fuccefs : we therefore beg leave to repeat to you,- 
what wc have already declared to Lord Clive, that no motive, no confideration, fhall- 
ever induce us to • depart from .that fyflem of p’oHtics, • .which bei has recommended to. 
us-by precept and example,- unlcfs- ’fome.very- extraordinaryyevent-’and.runfprefeen- 
change fliould occur iii - the pofturc of your affairs., . • .V ; 

: y.- A . few da j’^s, after his Lordlhip’s departure/, tlie Seleft 'Committee aflfembled in-, 
purfuance of your orders, and of the vefolution taken the: 1 6th ultimo, to fill up the 
vacancies occafloned.' by.the refignation of Lord Clive, Mr. Sumner, and General' 
Carnac. Senflble of the good ^e£ts which muft rcfult from our unanimit)’', it is- 
with.pleafurc we'obferve,i'that all the members appearing: to be’ adtuated b}?- the fame 
principles, we have- before, ds die chearfuljprofpeft of ■ proccedmg..with harmony ,-and 
mutual confi’dcrie., , 

• < 8. • It-’ 



• 4 - 8 ' 


A 


-N" E)'^ x:. 


8 . It was with much regret we entergd ypon .the, exercife of thofe powers which )'0U 

have been j)Iearcd to confer on the Committee,; by an aft of 'ncceflaryfeyerlty towards 
■lieutenant Buder, v/homwe difmiffed the fervicc for infolent behaviour,’ and obftinatc 
■difobedience to thp, orders of the afting Chief at Gofliii-ibazar. ; , 

9. With the fame view of-afierting- tKe 4 utiibr'ity- 'dfydu'r Gbuncil, and extirpatin'^ 

every feed ot fedition from the army, the Committee came to a refolution of difmiB 
hbg' Mr.- Rider, one bf'jmur covenanted fervants, and all thofc officer^ whorhad fub> 
Icnbed to an addrefs prefented to Sir Robert Fletcher, after that gentleman had been 
cafhicred by ■ a court' martial of field officers,'- iihd ‘ their . fentence ratified by the 'whole 
Board. 'SO atowed a fpifitOfojipOfitioii tu the'fentin*ientS' oY their fuperiors, exprefied 
lo immediately after a general ahd'dangerous 'Cpmbimition; demanded'the moft. rigc- 
rous puniffirnent.' ' v"* ' - ■ • " . .i'- ' .• ’ ■ '• f 

10. We ate 'happy • in the' opportunity of remarking the : favourable • change which 
fo evidently -'appears injhe- condudt and-difpbfition of your civil fervants, who febm to 


have profited % your wholefome and feafonablc correeftion. 
it may be irecemiry -to’ hold in' ypur h^nd'th'ei’ro'd ’of chadifeiii 


At the- fame time thati 
chadifeiiient/ we cannot 'but offer 


it as our opinion,- that ve'ry’falutary effedts-may alfo h’e expedted from the occafionak 
exercife of yourdenity" and 'indulgence. ' When ■’ you have’ duly c'onfidcred the many, 
reftridtions tiov/ limpofed oh ^our jhnior 'fervants, - when you ' refledf /uponyhe 'exorf 
hitant price to "which blmoft' every article of living 'is rifen, we hope it wilMppear 'to- 
■you, as it evidently docs to us, that their allowance is no way .proportione’d to the un- 
avoidable'expencesof the moft rigid ccconomy.'' hi, . o* y.. ' ,h 

' 1 1. They are now- deprivcdhhc:' benefit '.'bfiiall trade ; th'ey’are reftrainedi from' re- 
ceiving 'tlieffalarieS annexed : to 'double :employ,ments, which; were; advantagesf.tliaf 
-ought to be appropriated in' reward for ; diligence and- ability; ■’ The greatcft number'is: 
indeed reduced to your bare monthly allowance, -'which,' it mud he fbwned, is foo'- 
■fcanty a'fund to fe'Ciire them agalhft the lieceflity 'of nneufrihg debts that have'a bad' 
influence upon their- morals, by entangling them : in difficulties, from, which every:, 
•-means will naturally be tried to extricate thcmfelves. ; : j 

For'thcfc'reafons we -exhort 'you, r'.that^ as competent , fubfiftcncc may be -.eftab- 


12. 


liflicd for your junior fervants, and more cfpecially the .writers, who havc.no claim td. 
Duffucks ; that ai-nidfl: the prefent opulence of the Company, their. fei- van ts may not 
be fuffered to live, for fome-years at.leafl:,'-in 'penuryiand want..- -As to the-freedom 
■of this reprefentation of fafts, wc are affured it ' will meet with your excufe,.:flnce it 
proceeds from our duty, which '-obliges us.'to conceal nothing' that fo- immediately af* 
fedts your fervice and your in tcreft. '. ' <■ . -'i 

' 13. The date of the army is likewife aniobjedt 'worthy of your confidcration. ' dn 
times of .profound peace, when the troops lofe the •ad\hntages they enjoyed in the field, 
and arc reduced in cantonments to half Batta, and in garrifon to. their ;mere .pay ; it'is.’ 
fcarcc poffible that fubaltern officers can.fubfid and ^maintain the . appearance -vvhich 
they ought, of gentlemen.; We diall tiy- ;evcry "poffible means, to reduce their 'cx- 
pcnccs, and to lower thb wages and 'number -of fervants ; but abufes have prevailed' 
fo long, and edablifiicd thcmfelves fo ' firmly, that to xemovc them will require time 
and rigour. Colonel Smith has already made great progrefs in the reformation; of 
your military cdablifliment ; and we ai’c perfuaded that the, fame- activity whicli, has 
becn'cxcrtcd in reducing the army 'to order and obedience, will be continued to in- 
fluence the officers to pmdence and ccconomy. ' ; ■ . ■ 

14. In confcqucnce of fomc vcrjyjuft and pathetic remoirfirahccsi' offered to the 
Governor, wc have .jigrecd to make'.a farther provifioh than . is- allowed by charfcr- 
jiarty for thofc officers who are difmilTed, as well as for thofc who,- having: refigned, 
vour-fcrvicc, arc thought unworthy of being reftored, and arc therefore ordered home 
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. ’^y, the Board. - T-he circnmftances of- many of-thofe unhappy perfons cannot 'but 
'excite compaffion. Without money, without cloathingj ■ and without friends, they 
•are, for the prefervation of order and police in the Tettlement, ordered on board fliip, 
where they can only be received on the footing of the meaneft feamen or foldiers, 'after 
‘•coming abroad, and fupporting in the fervice the charadter of officers and. of gentle- 
men. Welrave adted as we think, beconies the dignity of your htuation, and as 
liumanity.didtates. An allowance of 30 1 -. for each paffenger is made to the captain, 
that, being the'fum which you diredt to be j^aid on account of officers who come 
■ -abroad i and we arc to obferve, that wlrether jmu Ihould' chufe or not to continue the 
allowance, ■ it could not be avoided on this particular occafion, without incurring 
' the cenfure of barbarity^ or fuffering tire Prefidency to be over-^run -with idle and dif- 
_ -contented people.; , , 

15. In the fliort fpace of time which intervenes fince our laft difpatches, no change 
•has occurred in the -politics of this country, excepting that the army of Abdalla 
flill continues advancing towards Dehly.- We Brail take into our mod: mature ,con- 

' fideration, what confequences may refult from the arrival of this northern invader at 
:the capital, refp'edting the peace and tranquility of our allies, or of thefe provinces. 
-'Sujah al Dowlah' continues in the fame difpofition; anef the Maharattas difeover 'no 
'intentions of- difturbing our repofe. The third brigade, , however, dill -remains dation - 
-^d in Sujali al Dowlah’s country ; for which reafon we thought proper to decline Ms 
xcqued to Sir Robert Barker, that we would intirely evacuate Chunargur'.^ lince we 
confider that fortrefs.as a necedary pledge of his fidelity, and a proper fecurity to odr 
■droops while they are adting at his own requifition -in -defence of his doitiinioris., 

16. ,We -now beg leave to tranfmit die complete fet of country correfpondence from 
;d^e id of January 1766, to the clofe of the .5'^ear, which from a -variety of accidents 

collld not be -fooner prepared. • .The Prefident has laid before us his -country corref- 
■ pondence, from die time he entered upon the goi'^ernment, die broken ,fett of which 
ive lhall forward by the- Nottingham ; and as thofe letters are confidefed as the mod 
Viuthentic records of the true date of the country, we iliall take all .pofiiblc care to- 
; have them regularly feiit home for your inforni'ation. 

AVe have the honour to be, .Scc» 

iH.VERELST, RICHARD SMITH, CLAUD RUSSEL, A. CAMPBELL. 


No. VIII. 

To t'he HonoiirahU the Court of jDif'eS^ors, '&c, 

Hon. Sirs, -Fort 'William, April 10, 

, I. By the Nottingham 'we had the honour of tranflnitting to you the ,proceeding.s 
of this CoLiimittee to the -iotli of Alarch, a duplicate of our addrefs by die Duke of Al- 
.bany-rhe lytli February, and the PrCfideiit’s 'country correfpondence to the date of 
the difpatch. 

2. The report of Abdalla’s Intended iiivafion, was the only circuVndance which 
■occurred to engage your particular attention during the Ihort fpace of time that in- 
tepened between the -difpatch of thofe two Ihips. We .could add nothing with cer- 
tainty to die. intelligence we received, and the plan of operations we adojited, both 
which dood fully -expreffed on the proceedings and . correlpondeiicc. -It. was, therc- 

G , fore. 
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ilioup,hr ntlvifcablc to avoid giving you ihc trouble ro perufo fentiments that coultl 
only be founded uprju eonjeduR;. 

3. ;\r the. time J.ot'd Clive rofigned die adtninidr.uion of your afiiiiVSj fomc difiant 

rumors were heard of Abdallas nmbiiiotis and you will accordinglv perceive 

that his l-ordlhij' has touched upon this fubjcdl, in the fhetch of your fiiuaiion in 
Bengal, whicli hr delivcrr<l to die Committer liefore liis drparttirc.' Circumaances 

■ would not: admit he fliould enter upon particulars; and it vrould feem, indeed, as if 
his Lordfliip were td' opinion tlic project of fo iliibuii an invafion was attended with 
too many dillicukies to be purfued with fuccefs, or even fcrioufly propofed. 

4. In rliefe fentiments wo tdfo joined, from a ncrfuafion that Ahdatia was too 
politic to embark ids liingdom, his honour, and liu', ujwn the very doubtful ifliic 
of an ex]'>cditinn, irotu which he could not exped" advantages j>roj)ortioned to the 
dangers, the fatigues he mull encounter, and the cxpencc of blood lie niuft ncccfiarily 


meui 


5. We confidcred tlint he sens divided from us by an immenfe trad of country, 
almofl equally impervious during the heats of lummer and the rains of autumn ; 
that this country was inhabited by a variety of difirrent and independent Priticcs and 
nations, whofe natural interdls would prompt rhem to oppofe tiie progivfs of the 
nfurper ; that he was aduaily engaged in war, and had met with an oblh'natc refin- 
ance from the Seiks, his ancient and irrcconcilcable foes ; that the Maharattas, a 
power equally formidable with himfclf, were afpiiiug at the fame ruperiorlty, and 
would therefore incline, from views of jiolicy as well' as motives of jcaloufy and 
former enmity, to fee thcmfelvcs in oppofiiion that the Jauts and Rohillns, potent 
nations, who form a kind of barrier to the dominions of his hinjelly and of Sujah.al 
Dowlah, and who hold their pofleflions now in peried independency, wouUl therefore 
be .avcife to diangcs which could not operate to their advantage; that the Englifli 
could not be equally the objods of their jcaloufy with Abdulla, fmcc, in ceding his 
conquered country to Sujah al Dowlah, they had given fo recent and unexpected a 
proof of their moderation ; and lalPy, tliat if, to the eddent intcrcfls and prejudices 
of thofc feveral powers, we joined our firm and declared rcfoluiion of oppofing the 
Shaw with forces who have acquired fo high a military reputation, the ufurper would 
either be deterred from the profecution of his arduous attempt, or fuch a confederacy 
would be united, as might probably keep the danger remote from your pofieffions,, 
and fccure thofc of your allies. 

6. Thefe were the conceptions we formed, upon the firfl; intelligence received that 
Abdalia was advancing to Dehly. The advices foon became more certain of his. 
fuccefs againfi- the Seiks, and jirogrcls towards the capital. We had aifo farther 
advices of his declared intentions ag.ainft Sujah al Dowlah and thefe provinces, to 
which he was infllgatcd by the intrigues of Cofllm A.Uy Cawn. . Under thefe circum- 
llanccs it v/as thought expedient to' concert a plan of defence, and reduce to a regular 
fyftem the meafuves we thought neceflary for checking his progrefs,. for animating our. 
allies, and raifing the country powers to a fenfc of their own clanger,, fo that the out- 
lines of our operations fliould’ be clearly marked out before- Colonel Smith repaired to 
the army. 

7. Experience of the dlfpofition of the natives of tliis country has taught, that- n- 
gorous mcafures wall ever produce powerful cfledls on the minds of a cautious dilatory 
people, who hefitate about forming rcfolucions until they are compelled by neceffity, 
or ftrongly influenced by the paflions of fear and hope. To- remain inadlive Ipcdtators 
of an- itiva^fibn which threatened to ovcpw^helni the political fyllem of all India,^ would 
have difpirited the King and Sujah al Dowlah, - whofe dependence ivas on our fupport. 
It would have given, courage to- tlie invaders, and it might induce the country ppevers. 
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irom motives of fear, to join his ftandard,- and to aft contrary to their interefis and 
inclinations in a general confederacy, which a timely declaration of our refolutions woukl 
probably prevent, or even; convert to our own purpofes. In proof that thefe fentiments 
were not merely fpeculative, you are requefted to confult the letters' from the King 
and Sujah al Dowlah, whereby it will appear how earneft they were for a compofition 
-with the Shaw, it is beyond doubt, the King was Itrongly actuated by fear to make 
unbecoming fubmiflions ; and that nothing but our influence with him could prevent 
his fending Mcneer al Dowlah with acknowledgments, unworthy of his royal dignity, 
and highly impolitic, af a junfture when firmnefs and fpirit became eflentialiy ne- 
.ceflar3% - 

8. With thefe views, and with the farther intention of demonftrating to the powers 
of India our religious obfeiwance of treaties and engagements, as well as that we 
%vere irnder no apprehenfions from Abdalia’s boafted fuperiority of numbers, we de- 
termined upon the plan entered upon our proceedings. Immediate advice of this 
our refolution was difpatched to the King and Sujah al Dorvlah; the Rohillas were 
informed of our intentions, by a letter from the Prefident ; the fame intimations rvere 
given, to the Maharattas; the report was fpread over the whole country, and pro- 
bably it hath already reached Abdalla’s camp, that the Englifli are making prepa- 
rations to preferve the freedom and tranquility of the empire. 

9. This conjedture is rendered the more probable, as we are juft advifed by Sir 

Robert Barker, in a letter from Allahabad, that Abdalla is returning back to Lahore, 
having compromifed, for the fura of * 2 5 lacks, his demands on the Indian powers. Whe- 
ther we are really to aferibe this fudden motion to the ideas he may have conceived of 
the difficulties he is likely to encounter; or whether he means again to refume -his 
defigns, we cannot affirm rvlth certainty : moft likely it is, that he would have -ad- 
vanced to Dehly, and remained there during the rainy feafon, inftead, of returning 
back fo many days -march to Lahore, if he had not entirely relinquiflied -the thoughts 
of invading Hindoftan. ' . . . " ' 

10. At all events, this retreat will greatly retard his projeft, . It will, encourage 
the Seiks to raife up frelli obftrudtions to his progrefs, and it will, afford "us fufficient 
leifure for every neceffar}" preparation ; fince, for this feafon at leaft, we have' nothing 
to apprehend. We are indeed of opinion, that all danger is in future, removed from 

. that quarter, as we learn, from good authority, that the valour, the difcipline, and 
the number of our troops, have been reported to Abdalla, with fuch exaggerations, 
as feemed then to flagger his refolution ; and there being no other power from y/hom 
we need conceive any great apprehenfions, we flatter ourfelves that we may venture - 
to congratulate you on the profped; there is of lafting tranquility in Bengal. 

ij. Policy, however, requires we Ihould hold ourfelves in conftant readinefs to 
■oppofe every attempt to deftroy that equality and balance of power among the Princes 
of the empire, in which confifts our greateft fecurity. It is of little confequ^nce to 
us who flrall be the fuperior ; it is the gaining a fuperiority, and the aggrandizement 
of any Prince or nation, which would prove dangerous to your pofleflions. We arc 
fenfible, however, this maxim is to be reftrained within bounds ; and that the Ho- 
nourable Company’s interefts require we fliould guard againft the dangerous confe- 
quences of extending our military operations, and enlarging our frontier beyond the 
circle of the Nabob’s dominions. Hence we conljdered it the more necellary wc 
iliould be explicit in afligning the rcafons which induced us to refolve that our 
. troops fliould crofs the Caramnafla to the fupport of our allies. The inftrudtions of 
this Committee to Colonel Smith, will further explain cur fentiments, and convince 
you of our firft determination to ad; defenfively only, and to proceed no farther than 
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poffeffions on tKe Coromandel Coaft. , His Vackeel is foon expedted- in Calcutta 
to negociate this bufinefs ; . and nothing fliall be wanting oh our parts to carry into 
execution a meafure' which, we, think, .-.will , conduce to the .mutual convenience and 
fecurity of the two eftablilhments, , if it can be effedted without fuch conceffions, as 
will prove injurious to. mir reputation.' ' 

1 8. Wc have the pleaYure to acquaint you, that , the buhnefs of the colledlions ■ 
of Bengal and Bahaf is drawing towards a conclufion-:;- and that we Ihall very- nearly 
complete the xevenue dated in -the general eftimate. . The particulars are not yet 
recewed ; but wc have the . flrongeft affurances --from Meffrs.. Sykes ' and’ Rumbold, , 
and.alfo from Mahomed Reza^Cawn. arid She'Cabroy, vthai: the 'ballances- will be very 
.incorifiderable .at the nest Pooriah. ■ ' 

■ 19.- You are already advifed,. that - the Committee liatre- recommended to the'.' 
Prefident his making an annual tour , of the provinces, . .at the time for adjufiing the - 
colledtions- of. the erifuirigi'jlear.^ MriVerelfl' will accordingly begin his progrefs-. 
;before.'the' elofe: of this month, and as- foon as the bufinefs of the Prefidency will - 
^admit df his abfence,;. leaving the government in. charge with Mr< Cartier; ' 

20.', TheSeledt'Cornmittee met the gthy wheir, at the inftance of Sujah al -Dowlah,,, 
-we countermanded the march of the feeond brigade,, and the detachment ordered to • 
Sake poft at Ser^appre.. As-the-Nabob-was- lately very urgent and folicitous for our ■ 
afliftance, it- is -evident, frdnr-his prefent requeftj. that he gives entire credit to the- 
.intelligence, of Abdalla’s ' return, and is- eafed of all apprehenfions for this feafon. 
This proceeding we' have -riot been able to get up, without detaining thfe. difpatchj- 
. which we have, done fo long to -inform -you --of Abdalla’s -refolutions.. 

W e have the honour to be, . . 

• H-fYERELST^,, JOHM -CARTIER, . CLAUD RUSSELL,. A. CAMPBELL,. 

' ■ ’ ’ • ' , .S' U, ,P- P p T M E N T.d ' ■ 

■ In reply to your enquiry regarding the farms' held in- Burdwan by Meffrs. John-' 
hone, d-Iay, and Bolts, we' are to oblervc, that in the. 'account of Tales of thofe lands, 
'.it appears tlve farms rented' by thofe gentlemen, were put up iri lots confiderably larger 
than any of the others. It has aifo been confidently reported to Mr.'Verclfi:,' our 
Prefident, by the late Mr.- Afhburncr, the officers of the government, and others, 
Svhd'were prefent at the fales, that few or- no bidders appeared, bccaufe it was known 
that' Mr. Johnftone 'intended thofe farms for himfelf, and it was therefore apprehended 
'their offers might incur his difpleafurc. . We muff leave you to judge, from this iri- 
fta.ncc, how hecelfafy it is become to exclude from the renting your lands ail Europeans 
'whatever, and more particularly gentlemen who acquire v/eight ■ and' ii'silnence from 
the lliare they have in the.adminiffration.of your affairs... 

We have the honour to remain, 

H,.VERELST, JOHN CAPvTIER, ;CLAUDE' RUSSELL, A. CAMPBELL. 
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To the Honour alk the Court: of. ■DireBors, ' &c. 


noitrable.Sirs,, 


:Fort William, Sept. s6, 


■ I. By the Mercury.pachet,;;imd^ date.Ahe loth April, we venUired:to offer n, 
our opimon, that Achmet Shaw.Abdallaihad reliuquifhcd all thoughts of proSin ' 
the ambitious defigns forn^d againft us and our, allies, under colour o/regulating 
Jm aifaiis- of. the empire. Thefe our ' conjeaurcs, we have the pleafure to Acquaint 
you, are now fully eonfirmed by the moft authentic advices. The Shaw has not onlv 
-oyacuateef his conquers m the country.;of the Seiks, but he . has ; retreated towards 
ihis own frontier Avith fo much precipitation as juftifies us.in fuppofing his refolutions 
were influenced by the report of -the - preparations we fet on foot to, oppofe- his intended 
invanori. Vi^hatever inight be the motives for fo fudden a change in his councils^ 
we will not hefita'te to declare it as our firm perfuafion, that he will never again re^ 
•fume a projed which muft be attended with fo much difficulty and danger in the 

•execution,- and' with fuch dubious, advantage and fuccefs in the event. 

. -2. When -we refled upon the number; and difcipline of our troops,, the reputation 
.which the Englifli arms have acquired, as well as the knowledge of late years- obtained 
of the frontier paflis and inlets, by' which thefe provinces 'may be guarded againft 
irruptions, it cannot be doubted, whilfl: you' maintain your military efiaWifhment, 
but we fhall be able' to defend your pofleffiohs againft the moft cpnfiderable , powers of 
this country. Such, however, -is the extent of your territorial poffeffidns, and the 
amount of your revenues,, that we, muft -not flatter ourfelves- with’ the. hopes of' re- 
taining your .acquifitions without fome attempts from the jealoufy of thofe who for- 
irierly bore the greateft ftvay in the affairs of the empire. 

g. In this number we -would reckon the Maharattas, a reftlefs and ambitious peo-. 
pie, who may be tempted, by the reputed opulence of Bengal, to renew their incur- 
fions. The}'- have already revived their,.claim to the ufuaf tribute, paid to the Subahs 
of thefe provinces, and the Prefident has received letters from Rige-naut Row and Ja- 
jnajee, demanding the arrears of the .annual -Chouti in a more iraperatwe -ftyle than 
we imagine they will prefume to juftif}'', .when we come to an open explanation. ^ 

4. From the above letters, and other advices, we underftand, that at a conference 
held on-the banks of the-Narbudda, all their differences have been adjufted between 
Rige-naut Row and' Janejee, Chiefs, who have been long at 'i^ariance.^ This ei ent, if 
confirmedj would feem to prefage a fruitlefs ifllie to tli6 negotiations we have for 
Jome months harried on for the ceflion of Cuttack. It will eyep give colour for mf- 
picion that a plan has been concerted -between the Subah of the Decan, the Maha- 
'rattas', and Hyder Naick, to ahb with united forces* againft the Englffii ; a fijsjointcd 
imnatural confederacy, which, ffiould it really exift, can neither be permanent in itfeif 
nor formidable to your poffefiions in, Bengal. The- utmoft we need apprehend will 
proceed from a temporarj' interruptioil fo your collcftions, from the fudden meurfrons 
offmall parties;, and this-inconvemence we i«)l endeavour to obviate by a proper 

'diftriburion of your forces. . . . • 1 ..-l • .0 

e. We have been induced, by thefe conf.derat.ons, to co-operate 
vrair Prefidency at Fort Sr. George, purfuant to a plan laid down by Lord Clive, ana 
• -m paSopted by the ^entoln at Madrafs.* At their requiftion "'e have em- 
cd in tlie llcSor, Earl clf Elgin, Northington, and Savage, a country ' 


now 
Larked 
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battalions of Sepoys, to enable them,, by a vigorous eflbrr, tb reduce the Subah- to 
terms of accommodation, or to eftablilli fuch a fyftem of .policy in the Decep, as- 
circumftances may render heceflary. We have alfo, engaged, Ibould the fituation of 
tlieir affairs require a further fupply,. to reinforce them with a complete brigade, when 
the fcafon will admit of tranfportinig troops, and a fufficient amount of tonnage can^ 

be provided.' ... ' ' . 

■ 6. Although we are fldly of opinion the Honourable Company’s Intereft demands 
our utmoft attention to avoid differences with the country powers,, yet rhe-prefent cir- 
cumftances of your affairs are fuch, as. abfolutely to require that your influence fliould be 
maintained with- vigour, and all encroachments repelled with fpirit. The harmony fub- 
fifting among the Prefidcncies, and the ready and mutual aflillance they afford, upon. 
all oocafions- of neccffit)-, will not fail tb imprefs the minds of the natives with juft 
fentiments of our poHc\’ and ftrength. For this reafon chiefly we are rcfolved to enter- 
chcarfully into the meafurcs adopted, on the, coaft, that our enemies may fee our 
dependence is not alone on the forces maintained at either of the Prefidencies, but 
on the arnVtcs kept up in the difierent parts of India, which, though feparated at a< 
great diftance,. can fo cafily and expeditioufly be united. Neither are we without- 
hopes, that theunufual fpe<Si:acic of black troops, pouring into his country from Ben- 
gal, may flagger the Subah’s courage, and induce him to grant- thofe conditions- be- 
fore, which he cannot expedt after the fword is once unflreathed. 

7. The King and Sujah al Dowlah appear every day more clofcly united to us by 
inclination and intereft. Scnfiblc the fccurityof their poffeffions, as well as, the degree 
of confldcration they hold in the empire, muft depend on our friendfliip, they feem- 
defirous to govern their cohdudt by principles the moft likely to cement- and promote 
our amity. The third brigade being flationed with them at their requefl, ahd a de* 
tachment from the fecond brigade having crofted the Caramnafta with views of fup- 
porting the bafts- of our alliance with his Majefty .and the Nabob; they have readily 
confented to defray all the extra charges- incurred, agreeably to tbe terms of the 
treaty fubftfting ; fo that the Company are put . to ; no extraordinary expence by the 
motion of the troops bej^ond the limits of the provinces.- -It is, .- never thelefs, our. 
intention to recall all 5'oiir forces', and. pundtually to obferve your direftions,. when- 
ever the advices we receive from Gol. Smith ;fliall put it- be)-'ond a doubt that the 
difturbances which now prevail among the neighbouring powers will, not endanger 
our own fafety. 

S. By letters lately received front the Colonel you will obferve, thatjuwhar Sing,-. 
Chief of the Jauts, is at the, head of an army, endeavouring to recover thofe countries 
of which he was laft year difpoflefled by the Maharattas. In the progTcfs of his 
conquefts he has entered the Rohilla country, and advanced within -a few miles of the 
King’s dominions ; nor is it yet certain how far he may have extended his views,, 
nor what are his ultimate dcftgns. We have therefore diredted- Colonel Smith to re- 
main in his jtrefent ftation with the brigade, until it fliall appear what farther defigns 
the Jaut may entertain, or whether the mcafures in which he is now engaged have- 
not drawn upon him the refentment of the Maharattas, and by inducing thofe free- 
booters to return, kindled a dangerous war in our neighbourhood, the flames -of which, 
may extend to tbc King’s,, the Nabob’s, and- to our dominio.ns. • 

9. At the repeated and prefling inftance of the Napaul Rajah, ,ws determined to 
hazard an expedition, to his countrj', the-reafons for which ftand fully explained on 
the face of our proceedings.. As fuch military enterprizes feem-foreign to the fpirit 
of that fyftem ot politics whereby we propofe regulating our condudt,. it was ne-, 
ceffary the Committee fhould, weigh very, maturely all the rifk and advantage.con-r- 
fequent on the undertaking.. Accordingly,. you will obferve, from oiir inftrudlions tov 



56 


A "V 'P :e ;n 'D j /X 


rt v^fo, huve'\'irc(l c\-cry Imman precaution to guard againd: djc' 

poHiluIity ol an:jHliia[lcrorcrilappoint^^^^^^ -. " ■. 

advantageous trade has Ijccin 


io. We need not inloim -yotg that for many years an.a 
allied on between. ihe ■ J^rot’ince ot Ihthar, and the rich coi 


. ., ,, . . country oi’ Naj)auL bv which 

f ic quantity of gold)^ niyl many other valuable commoditie\s,-.\vcre imported.; 

Ihp Kr.jah being now difpohefied ot his country, and flint up in his capital bv the 
Kajah oi (jroercullah, the ufiial channel of commerce' has in confccjiicnccbcen ob- 
. firuclod,- alid thcfc-provinccs arc deprived of the benefits arifing from a former in-, 
tcrcouric, at: a perioti pvhcn the decline of trade,, and fcarcitv ' of ijjccie, render it of 
the grcatcll; importance, that every fpring of induftry fliould flow freely, and wirJi-. 
out iiitciTiip’don, ■ The vicinity of Napaul to thc.Bcttcii country^ of wdiich the Subah 
is notv in quiet •ponclfion, will bridg additiohab advantages to this tralTick, by , . render- 
ing it niorc cafy and fccurc than in former times ; fo that we entertain very flattering 
profpctffs front the ifluc of an expedition, of which we hope to fend you an account 
■by thclafl difpatciu'S of the fcafon. • ' ' ' 

I I* Jiic with the greatoft picafurc ivc obferve, that your fentiments correfpond with, 
t'hofe of your Sclcdt Committee, terpedting the utility of the Governors annual. tour 
•of the provinces. - 'Agrociiblc io what 'you were ndvifed by the Mercury Packet, Mr. 
Vcrclft proceeded early in the 'montli of May to the citvd v.'ith intention to continue 
■bis journey to Patna, and even to vifit tlic King and Sujah al Dowlae In this, liowever> 
'be Was prevented by a variety of bufincfs with the miniflcrs, as' well ashy indifjio'iition, 
tmd the very uncommon heat and inclemency of the fcafon, whicii proved fatal to 
fucb numbers of your civil unci military fervanrs. 

12. Soon after Ins 'arrival at Murflifcd-abad, rlic'Poohah .-.was held with thc..ufual 

..'L-. "NT-i.:.!, 1- n /I JM ■■ -1 r n 1 .1 - 



for the pvefeht year we have the bonout to - rranfmit in our proceedings.; and we beg 
leave to refer to a joint letter from the Prefident and Mr. %kcs, for a particular ex-r 
pla'nation of the manner in whieb'tbc flatemehtas drawn out. 

13, On the colledtions of the daft year, rve muft obferve, that the ballanccs due. are 
.much Icfs confidcrablc than Could feafonably 'bc-expedted, thcaftnal receipts amount- 
ing to one crorc, forty three lacks, fifteen thoUfand three hundred and ten rupees*. Yet 
from the diligent ferutiny made in the courfe of our experience into die real value of 
•the lands, an eiicreafc Is''infUred for the prefent year, of near fixteen lacks of nipcesf, 
arifing fro'm a more equal .aflbllment onh’'-' 'The new a.n'angcnient made of flie feveral 
■articles contained in the efliiiiatc, we prefume -will meet vith your approbation, as it 
points' out 'in the clearefl'and moll co'nciic manner we can fuggeft, the general amount 
■of' the ftatements for the laft anil prefent years, the adtual receipts of the preceding 
year, the difburfenients and deficiencies of each feparate diflridt, the amount at which 
fome diflridts have been over-rated, and the iiicrcafe.made .-of the .revenues charged 
upon others. 


tranfiiiifted a nionliily account of the deficiency of 'each perfons Kiltbnndee. 
tcvcnucs fpring from fuch a variety-of :{iuauhtmg'circumftance 5 ,.and are charged and 
'colledrcd 
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for the bufinefs of the whole eftablifliment. Ail perfons ' hpiding lands 
'of the government, enter into an agTeeinent for monthly payments to a certain 
■amount. ■ The agreement for each dillridt fpecilies, that the collections fliall be made, 
at the expiration of ten, fifteen, or thirty days, according to the particular cuftoms 
-of the refpedcive diftiidts. This -Kiftbundee, as well as the colledtions themfelves, is 
regulated by the cj'ops, and a number of other contingent circumflances, which com- 
.^poie the value of lands ; and all thefe being in a ftate of continual change and alters 
-ation, wc imagine' a particular account of ' each Kiftbundee would prove a fallacious 
guide to your judgnrent ref})e£ting future periods ; however, ftiould you in futiu’e 
•infift upon it,- your orders fiiall be obeyed. 

15’. Senfible of the cd'nfufion which changing the names of .the diftrldts m'uft 
introduce into rour .accounts, as well as the frauds concealed under finch pradtices, 
the Prefident, when he attended the Poonah, ftirongly recommended to the mini- 
'fters, that one - particul.ar name ftaould alwa^^s be ufed to fipecify the fame diftridf. 
They have accordingly given the ftrongeft affuranCes, that the names now inferted in 
the eftimate, fliall, in future, remain unaltered ; and we will ufe our utmoft endea* 
\ours to put a flop to lb pernicious a cuftom. 

I'd, As to bringing on the ballanccs of former years t;o the rents of the • prefent 
oftimate, in the manner you propofc, we humbly conceive it would be pro.duftive of 
many incpnvenicncics. 7 .'he frequent removals lyhich the minifters find it necelTary 
'to make among the colledfors, eitlier on account of inability or milbehaviour, would 
'Tender, outftanding balances fo hcai'y a load on the flioulders of the prefent colledtor, 
that none would be found to accept the office under fuch conditions. Hith.ertp, the 
•pradtice has been to keep apart from the collcdtions the account of ballances, and to 
‘enter into a feparate agreement v'dth the colledtor, whereby lie becomes r.efponfibie 
for fuch ballanccs as upon enquiry fliall appear equitable, pr may be pointed out to 
him by the government, or by his prcdcccllbr in office. By thefe rneans the incon- 
venience of mingling the accounts of different ^oars is avoided, and a door is fliut 
•againft the fpccious jiretext for haraffing and oppreffing the landholders for yhe reco- 
very of outftanding-debts. i 

-17. In the eftimate now tranfmitted, you will perceive how the general cuftoms 
Xipon trade are diftinguiflied from thofe fmaller duties, which are included in the 
valuation of the lands. By general cuftoms we mean thofe duties levied at public 
and eftabliftied Chokies, upon all the gi-eater branches pf foreign and inland trade, 
■Hot included ill Duftuck privileges. Befides thefe are .colledted teffer duties, upon the 
articles of life and luxury, fold at the fevcral markets and Bazars, which being com- 
prehended in the rents, it would be unneceffary, and almoft impoffible to Infert under 
particular and feparate heads. 

18. Our concern at the enormous charges attending the collections of your reve- 
nue, has been repeatedly cxpveflTed in our former letters. To this' circumftance the 
Prefident gave fuch particular attention at the late Poonah, that wo flatter ourfelves 
you will agree with us in opinion, the expences .cannot reafonably be reduced lower 
than the rate they now ftand fpecified in the eftimate. Difmifling the numerous 
rabble of troops kept up by the Fouzdars, and other .officers of the government, 
hath not only proved a very .extraordinary faving to the revenue, but a great fecurity 
to the permanency of our authority ; therefore, to .remove every fliadow of pretence 
for retaining a cuftom fo inconfiftent witli, and injurious to well regulated govern- 
ment, we have been induced to raife another battalion of Sepoys, for the feri-ice of 
the Bahar collections, whereby we -hai^ increafed our military ftrength againft fuch 
pecafions of danger as fliall happen, without incurring any additional expencc. 

H IQ. The 
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■ 19. The eftimate of revenues to be colleded this year in the Bahar province will 
be fetded next ihonth, when the Poonah takes place. With refpeft to'the colleftions 
of jaft year, we have the fatisfadion to a/Ibre yon they have been very clofely kent 
np, and. that very incqnfiderableballances will remain outftanding, nioft of^vhlJh 
anfe from lands, which had been overcharged in die former . ellimate. • When the 
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. 1 lhall come - to onr hands, we propofe drawing out, for yout mfpeetiony 

^geneial Itatement of all 3mur receipts and difburfements, on whatever. account arifino-, 
during the fpace of one complete year. . . ■ ^ 

^ 20.- We are fenfible of the inconvenlencles which frequently attended the entriijfl- 
ing tavountes %vith too great a .fhare of executive authority. The inaftivity, and' in- 
judicious partiality of the fovereigns to their dependents, have certainly given birth 
to the mold dangerous commlfions in the ftate. - But, on the prefent fyftem of jmur 
political and military affairs, ive think it impoffible that danger can enfue from the 
degree ot confidence and truft repofed in any olEcer of the ' government. On the 
the contrary, whilft the fword and revenues are held by us, it will be found abfolutely 
neceffaryto ftrengthen, with all our authority, the hands of thofe officers employed' 
in the colleiflions, to enable them to difeharge the duties of their office, and coun- 
teract the numberlefs frauds -and contrivances to elude payment of the revenues. It 
was from a fenfe of this heceffity, of his attachment to us, and of his extenfive ac- 
quaintance -with the whole bufinefs of the finances, that we devolved on Mahomed 
Reza Cau-n, fo large a proportion of the ryeighr of government, and particularly of 
the collections ; being convinced by experience pf -;the truth of your remark, That 
an Englifliman will ever be unfit to follow the fubtle native through all his arts, , 
to conceal the real value of his countr}', to perplex and to elude the payments.” 

' 21. The cultivation of the mlilberry-flirub, and increafe of. the article of filfc,’ 
being of the utmofl confequence to the extenfio'n of your inveftment, the Prefident, 
when he attended the Poonah, recommended in the ftrongeft manner to the mi- 
nifters. Zemindars, and landholders, thisobjeCl: of giving all poffible encouragement' for. 
clearing and cultivating fuch .lands .as will beft anfwer the intention. ' The fame 
endeavours will be ufed by the ColleCtor-General m induce your own farmers iii 
Burdwan and the Calcutta lands to purfue a branch of hulbandry that muft tend- 
equally to their advantage and to yours. - , 

■- 22. Although found policy may require we fliould not be too fblicitous to augment 
your revenues '^abroad, which, fliould they be here unappropriated, would ferve only 
to embarrafs your affiiirs ; yet the fame policy dictates the neceffity of refuming to 
the government all lands and revenues alienated frorn it by fraud or force, or through 
inattention in the adminiftration. Of this nature are Jagheer rents and lands, many of 
which are held by individuals, upon no other tenure than poffeffion acquired under 
a weak prince, a corrupt minifo'y, or the difiraCted fituation of public affairs. Where 
fuch poffefiions appear of a recent date, where they are founded upon no public 
grant, where the poffeflbrs are men neither of family, influence, -por character, in 
fuch cafes our acquiefeehee would denote a fupihenefs or weaknefs injurious to the 
authority of government. We have therefore ilTued directions to Mr. Rumhold, in 
quality of collector of Bahar, to caufe all perfons holding Jagheers to regifter their Sun- 
nuds in the head Cutclierry at Patna, giving, at the fame time, the ftrongeft affuranccs 
of our intentions to continue to ancient and refpcCtable families, and to thofe nho 
have luft claims, every reafonable indulgence, v/hich may ferve to convince them of 

the iuftice and moderation of our government. , ■ 

25. We have frequently exprelfed to you our apprehenfions, left the annual ewor- 
tation of treafure to China wovild produce a fcarciiy pf money in the country. Inis 
fobjeCt .becomes every day more ferious, as-we already feel, in a very fenuble manner,. 
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the tfTv'fls of the confiilcrablc drain siukIc front (he filvcr curronev. Experience will 
ever vicld (Wronger convidinn than (he moll nhllraCl and rcfinal rcaAnjimr. 

7.?'. \'\'h;Ucvcr fum!; had formcily been romiiu-d to Dehly were ami dy rd mini rf:d 
by the rcuirns made lo the immcnld commerce of ?wit;;al, which miphr be confidcrcd 
as the cosiUa! jviini to wliicit all the riches of India were uttracled. Its nwnufadurcs 
fuvatu thcir-v.ny to tlie rcniotell part of MintloOnn, anii fpccic flowed in by a thoufand 
chanitds that arc ar prefent lofl a;td obdruded. All the Eurojtcati companies formed 
their invenments velth money iwom^ht into the conmry ; the(t) Gulphs ponred in 
their trenfurcs into this river;’ and acrofs the coniincitt, an inland trade was driven to 
(I'.c wclt'.vard to the extremity e.f the kittgdom of Gti7//.crar. 

2;. Mow widely diflcrcnt’ front thefe arc the prcfcitc circumdanccs of the Nabob's 
dominions ! Imntenfe treafures have lately been carried out of the provinces by 
Codim Ally Cawn> which may podildy bereft rved as a fund lo excite future troubles. 
Each of the European companies, by means of money taken up in the country, ha-'c 
greatly cnlarrwd their anituarutvcftmcnts, without ndding a rupee to the riches of the 
province. On the contrary, tire inercafe of oqiorts to Eurojic has proved fo great: 
a reilrnint t'.pott the indullry of private merchants, that we will venture to afiirm tiic 
babnnee from luuropo, in favour of Bengal, amounts to a very uifling fum in fpecic. 
We know of no foreign trade exiiling ar prefent, which produces .a dear ballancc in 


money, except that carried on with the pnrrs of Judila, Mocha, and Baffora, from 
wltcntte not fii’iccn lacks ‘ in intllion have been rcturticd in thccourfc of four years. 

Tids yc.ir the Dutcli have ititported nine lacks S; the two jtrcccding years, their 
Inveitmcnt, .as well .as titai of tb.c French company, was provided by money paid 
into their trc.afury mr .nlhgnnwnts by bills on their confiituents in France and Holland ; 
witcrens, by .an eftimatc obtalitcd from Cliinfttrn, it appears litat formerly the Dutch 
imported nmtually front thirty-fix to forty lacks -j'j taking the amount at a medium 
for ten years. S'our own exports in bullion from England ditl itor, one year with 
another, fall Ihort of twelve or founren lacks p, while the country was at the fame 
rime gaining an inercafe t^f money from the Invcfimcnts made by the Danes, Auflrians, 
.and I’rufilans. Upon the whole, fpecic w.is then brought in to the amount of ninctyor an 
httndred lacks scarly ; it now goes out to the amount of nventy-fix lacks** every 
year in public money, if we include our remittances to the other Prcfidcncics as well as 
thofe to Cliina, bdldes very confidcrable fums carried on private account ; and this lofs is 
baUnneed by a trade with tlie Gulphs, which, at lire higheft dlimation, cannot exceed 
■five, or (ix lacks-fi- a-ycar. In fad, were no money ifiuccl upon account of your China 
tra.de, the current fpecic mull annually ilecrcafo, unlefs foreign trade fltall revive and 
fiourini, fti as to ))roi’iUcc a more conlidcrable ballancc in treafure. 

a.7. Sucli, jicrmit us to allure you, is the prefent date of the trade and currenev of tlicfe 
provinces. What the ilTvtc may Iw of fuch untowaril fymptoms of decline we will not 
prefume to determine. This only we will remark, that unlefs we had palliated the evil by 
introiiucing a gold currency, and thereby incrcafed the circulating riches of the 
cwtHury, every individual ntull have been decjdy aflcdcd with the fcarcity of money. 
In jiroof of this all'ertion, we need only appeal to the quantity of gold nrohurs re- 
ceived and given in jv.iyment by c-very merchanr, who formerly tranladcd all bufinefs 
in filvcr rupees ; nor does this proceed from choice or convenience, but from ncccffity 
and the adual decreafe of fi'vcr money; neither can it proceed from the exportation of 
diver for the ptirchafeof goldjfmce the profits arifingfrom that exchange w'ould barely 
])ay tlic intcrefl. of money, a jmlnt which was thoroughly confidcrcd when tlie par be- 
tween filvcr and gokhvas calculated, on our adopting the prefent feheme of gold coinage. 

J-I 2 28. The 

(1) The two Gulphs of Mocha and Pcrfia. 

• j 87,500 /. § 1 1 2,500/. t From 450,000/. to 500,000/. || 150,000/. or 175,000/. 

1 1,125,000/. or j, 250, coo /. *'325,000/. 62,500/, or 75,000/. 
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28. The circiiniflanccs of your affairs require we fliould explain oUrfelvcs witK, 
liccdoiu, and point out wherein we conceive your own orders have ferved to ciicreafe* 
this growing dilcnlc for which a fpcedy and cffeaual remedy is required, k s 

remittance than you.. 

' cutting off intcrcfl ' 

ot torcign remittances,, ami in a manner oblige all who arc not poffened of very 
opulent fortunes to have rccourfc to the French and Dutcli. To free merchants, and 
j^oui fcivanis who have been more than a year out of your employment,, the terms are 
lo very difadvantagcous, and the proportion they can be allowed fo fmall, that we rnuch 
fear Icll nutny will be tempted,, and find means, in defpite of our utmofl endeavours,, 
to remit the whole, or a part of their fortunes in fpccie, which: Vvould flillprove more; 
injurious to the country than even rcmittin^fiy foreign funds. . 

29. All thefe particulars being fully weighed and confulcrcd, we imagine you will; 
be of opinion with iis^ that the balance, whatever, it may be, of trade in favour of 
the country, will very inadequately compciifate for the lofs of thofc fums; which.: 
have iffued at all quarters from this province. It is- indeed difficult to afeertain ex- 
adlly what this ballancc rcallj' is, fi nee it can neither be determined by the arbitra-- 
tion of exchange, where no exchange with foreign, countries cxills nor be com-^- 
puted from the culloms, where the whole trade doth not pafs through one rcgnlaw 
channel. 'We can only judge by the bullion jm])ortcd and that is much too in— 
confidcr.ablc to cafe lire apprchchfioiis we entertain, of the mod alarming, confc— 
qncnccs. 

30. Thofe difputcs, ih wliich wc find ourfclves unavoidably engtiged with the- 
agents of the other European companies,, become alfo a fubjeft of the mod ferious- 
attention.. We have, by every reafonable indulgence and conceffion,,. endeavoured; 
to filence tlicir clamours, but without cffedl. While the manufaftures. of the coun- 
try are infufficient to anfwer the demands of each company,, there mud arife differ^i 
cnees. The French and Dutch feem equally defirous with us to enlarge their inve'dr- 
ments beyond the former amount;, infomuch,- that were the natives -utterly excluded; 
from thofc privileges to which they have a natural and unqueftlonablo right, 'it -is . 
matter of doubt whether there would be a fufficiency for the companies. . Your.fer— 
vants too, who are denied every other means of improving their fortunes, . cannot: 
'with any degree of jullice be dmt out from alb participation of a , trade iiv. which : 
they have ever been indulged. Neither is it poffiblc,. nor may it^be thought rcafon— 
able, that free merchants permitted by you to rcfidc and, trade'‘at .the Prefidency,, 
llrould be deprived the ufual advantages,/whcreby only they -are. enabled, to carry, on. 

any commerce by fea. ^ ^ . j r r 

31.. Under thefe difficulties you. mud expedt the complaints- of natives and of. fo— 
Ttigners will grow louder every daj'’, unlefs you. Ihould determine to facrifice that ef— 
fential point to your intered ; the remitting- home by large invedments- the benefits- 
of your acquifitions. In the prefent date of things we -fee no remedy except one,., 
which may be thought ideal, namely, the entering into an, agreement with foreign, 
'companies for providing tlieir- invedments to a. certain^ annual amount- This we 
mention rather as a hint, upon which you may poffibly improve, than as a meafure.- 
we fliall. prefurrie to adopt,, until a certain plan fhall be adjuded between the 
■panics at home, and recommended 'to their agents abroad. Mod certain it is, ^ a 
fome conciliating deps talcen-in Europe can alone prevent the jealoufics und difler^ 
ences fubfiding in this country, from terminating in an open rupture,, as- , 

French fhall find themfelves fufliciently edabliflietl on. the Coad, and powerful at the- 


f lflands, to enter upon fuch enterprizes. 

The Coall of Coroniandel. ' f The'ifland of Mauritius,- fiourbdn, &-c. 
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32.' B}!' advices lately received front tlie Cbaft, they have already refumed their 
-former practices of fecretly exciting difturbances, by a clandefline underhand corre- ■ 
fpondence with our enemies. A letter to .us from the Secret Department at Fort St.. 
George^ intimates fufpicions that the French on the ifland of Mauritius are aftually 
correfponding with -H)'der Naiek ; and .private letters of a later date affirm, that 
feveral Fren^ officers are gone ovhr to H3'-der Naick and the Subah ; V’hich, if 
faie-, leaves not the leaft room for doubt of their being, countenanced by their fu- 
periors. The letter referred to from Madrafs being long,, we have not been able tO' 
get it tranferibed in the book of letters, without detaining the difpatches.. 

■ 53. Upon Mr. Becher’s arrival he took his feat in Committee, agreeably to your 

•appointment; *' During the time Mr. Ruffel held his feat, we muft, in juftice to that’ 
■gentleman, acquaint you,. . that he purfued- the bufinefs of the Committee, and your 
•interefts, with great Zeal and capacify..- 

24. As moft of the tranfadtions.of this Board ftand fully expreffed on the face of 
our proceedings, we fliall decline entering upon a review of particulars,- -and beg 
■leave to refer to the' proceedings themfelves, which are now under difpatch. We- 
have the honour 'to forward the' Prefident’s country correfpondence ; a duplicate of 
'Our 'Lefter by the Mercury Packet was- tranfmitting by the Hedtor,. lately dif- 
■patched. 

•35., The Secretar}' requefts your excufe, that feveral of the public papers go home: 
written in different hands,, which could not be avoided,, on account of the death andi 
tfC-knefs' of fome of the gentlemen employed in the office. 

’ - . We have the -honour to be, &c>.. 

H..VERELST,. J. CARTIER, R. BECHER, A. CAMPBELL^ 

'• No. X • 

% 

To t'^e SConouraUIe the Court of DireSiorsy 

HonouRABXE Si-RS, Fort William, 0 £t. C, 17(;7> 

The detentlo'n. of the Lord Holland, owing to the ficknefs that prevails among- 
herxpeople, affords us an opportunity of acquainting you with fuch particulars of the 
fituatlon of 'j- our affairs- on the Coafl as-are come to our knowledge fince clofing our 
difpatches under date the 2 5th ultimo. 

The Subah of the Deccan having joined his forces to thofe of Hyder Ally,, the 
united army was inoving towards thofe paffes which open into the Carnatic, in the 
neighbourhood of Trinamalley and Changama, and to the weftward of Pondicherr}’- 
and Fort St. David’s;. In the letters from the Coafr the numbers of the enemy are 
not fpecitied but from- the beft accounts we have obtained, thofe of the Subah arc 
no way formidable,, and the troops under Hyder Ally do not exceed ten or twelve, 
rhoufand men. 

To this eneni)’- the P'refidb'ncy have oppofed an army confifting of eight hundred' 
Europeans, five thoufand of the Company’s fepoys,. and a train of fixteen field 
pieces, under commandmf - Colonel Jofeph Smith. Colonel "Wood has under him 
another body of troops compofed of five hundred Europeans, and five thoufand of 
tiie Company’s and Nabob’s Sepoys,, with ten- or ttvelve pieces of cannon.. 


*'The Subah of the Deccan-.. 
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It was intended to effedra jundidn before they endeavoured to brine; the confede 
• rates to a decifive adrion. In .the mean time Colonel Smith declined coming to an 

■ oigagement, that nothing, might- unneceffarily, be put .to the hazard.;. but as the 

pboneihadpofitive orders to rfigh^ and could not be' at: a great diftance froin ' Co- 
doiiei Wood s detachment, we are m; daily expeaatioh.td hear of a battle. .Nor are 
we very folicitous about the: event, if the, officers perform-, their duty; hnce -a finer 
army in numbers, and difciplihe was never at any time.fent'by the Honourable Com- 
'•■pany' into' tihe field. ' ^ \ i _ i r ■ ■ 

The detachment, of three battalions of .fepo5ts fent from dience for the defence of 
the northern' Sircars, miifi; by this- time; we flatter ourfelves, have reached Viza^-apa- 
tani ; and probably the report of fo confiderable a ] reinforcement will operate pow- 
erfully .'on .the condud: of the.Subah, who hath not for many years beheld fo great 
a force tranfported from one Prefidency to another. With this detachment, joined 
-to the troops already in the Sircars, we hope the gentlemen at Madrafs will be able 
;to profecute the propofed expedition ; to; the. Subalfis. capital, .which will not only 
■oblige him to draw- off great- part .of his army, fromrthe Carnatic, ;but cut off his 
refources, and Ipread general, coirflernation' over the face of his country. - 

Bengal, being for the prefent in a , flate. of .perfed; tranquillity, we have deter- 
mined to lend the mofl: vigorous fupport to the meafures they are piirfuing on the 
'Goafl:.' ’'For'this purpofe- we are, at their requifition, - preparing with the utmofl. ex- 

■ pedition ail. the -fhipping in the river,- to, tranfport to Mazulipatam, or Fort St. 

George, the whole of the . firfl; brigade; commanded by Colonel Jofeph Peach ; but 
as the feafon is far advanced, and it will require fome time to clear out the Europe 
■fliips and embark the troops, we, have diredred three of your floops to be. got in 
immediate readinefs to convey to Madrafs two hundred Europeans for the fecurity of 
the P.fefidency. , , . 

It is in confequence of advices received that the ga,rrifon is much weakened by 
-detachments fent off to Colonel Smith, that we entered upon the refolution of em- 
barking this detachment in veflels which, from their fize and conftrud:ion, are likely 
to ’make the quickefl; paflages fo late in the fkfon. Experience hath Ihewn us, 
that to fecure your inveftments and collecdions, if is neceflary not only to keep off 
ad:ual danger, but to guard againfl: all apprehenfions for the fafety of the Pre- 
fidenc 3 V • . - • - , ’ 

From thefe vigorous meafures we doubt not but the'Subah will have reafon to re- 
-pent his temei-ity, arid be reduced- to fuch conceffions as 'will leave the gentlemen - 
-at Madrafs to profecute their fehemes' for -the extirpation of --Hyder Ally, whofe 
'.growing power, fooner or later, threatens danger to the Honourable Company s 
pofleffions in the Carnatic. 

- ' 'Wc are forty to acquaint you, that leveral parts of the country have been much 
'CXpofed to inundations from the overflowing of the river, .whence Mr. Sykes is ap- 
•prehenfive left the inveftment and revenues may fuffer. Yet as thofe accidents are 
always the moft alarming on their firft appearance, we entertain great hopes the da- 
•mage will prove lefs confiderable than is imagined. - ■ - 

: Mr. Sykes requefts you \vill accept his moft grateful acknowledgements, for the 
favourable opinion you are pleafed to entertain of his condufli, and, his aflurances 
that his utmoft diligence ffiall be exerted to merit the continuance of your favour. 

The difpatchcs from the public department, by the Lord Holland, were clofed 
■and ready to proceed down the river, on the 26 ult. when Captain Nairne reported 
to the Board the fickly condition of his flfip, .and that not three feamen were ab e to 
Hand the deck. This'unfortunatc drcumftance has pccafioned a delay of leveral days, 
during which we have ufed our utmoft endeavours to furnifli him with men, by 
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taking up all vagrants and ftragglers from Ihips, who are in themfelvcs a nuifance to the 
fettlement. As the people are now recovering fall, and the prefent appearance of the 
monfoon is extremely favourable, avc flatter ouvfclves the Lord Holland will ftill clear- 
the bay with cafe, and fufFer, in courfe of her paflhge, no confl'derable lofs of time 

from the pafl; delays. . , 

Since cloflng our difpatchcs of the 25 ult. we -received from_ Colonel Smith a re- 
port of fome brafs cannon, which report was made a number in the public packet, 
and we hope will engage your ferlous conflderation. , As the beft teftimony of the 
badnefs of the metal, and mifeondudt of ■ the founder, we flrall diredt the cannon to- 
be fent down, and will forward it to England by the firfl; conveyance. All the fmali 
arms we have this year received, appear -to be of fo good a quality, that although you- 
have paid an advanced price, yet from the fervice they will perform, it is to, be pre- 
fumed the Company will in the end find themfelyes gainers by changing their 
contrails. 

We have the honour to remain, See. 

H. VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, R. BECHER, A. CAMPBELL. 


No. XL 

jTo f/ie Honour able the Court of DireSlors, & c. 

^ t 

Honourable Sirs, . Fort •William, Pecember j6, 1767; 

Since our addrefs to ^’’ou by the Lord Holland, a duplicate of which goes a number 
in the packet, fcarce any material change of circumftances in Bengal has occurred.. 
Your- affairs, civil, militar)'', and. political, continue to flow in the fame profperous. 
channel, and have at prefent the appearance of much ftability. 

. You will, however, obferve from our proceedings, that Colonel Smith’s-. letters to 
the feledl Committee, reprefent as extremely fufpicious the Nabob. Sujah al Dow- 
lah’s inclination towards the Englifli Company. Ihis judgment the Colonel fpundsi 
upon the diligence which the .Nabob exerts in forming his army, and eftablifliing 
his influence,, as well as upon general rumour that he is preparing for a rupture. : 

Without fuppoling Sujah al Dowlah entertains' defigns, either contrary to the faith 
of treaties, or inconfiftent with the moft obvious didtates of common prudence and' 
policy, we, are of opinion . thefe appearances, from which Colonel Smith draws his- 
conjedlures, may be as naturally explained upon the general principles adopted by all 
the powerS'Of India. , Like other Princes in his fituation, he wiflres to recover that 
degree of influence he once.held in the empire, and by uniting with us in, regulating; 
the affairs of the Deccan, he propofes to, himfelf the fureft method he could fuggefl; for 
obtaining his puvpofes. ■ All his' letters to the Prefident, fince the war broke out upon 
the Coafl, are filled with plans- of. operations, and fchemes of alliance, which tend to- 
his own aggrandizement, by means of our fupport. ' The friendflrip. of the Englifli 
he cqnfiders as the foundation of fuccefs; neither can we imagine, after the late'ex- 
perience he has had of our fuperiority, that he will .venture upon a frefli trial of our 
ftrength, before he has fully recruited his army, repleniflied his treafures, eftabliflied 
himfelf in hik country, and cemented a friendfhip with powers able and willing to- 
fupport his yiews. " 


Yet 
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•, Yet altliongli -we are induced by thefo reafons to treat Suiah al Bowlab Vitli g-eat 
delicacy, and carefully, to conceal every fufpicion of his fidelity, we think it requifitc 
to.obferve Ins condud with circumfpeaiion, and'ched: in the bcginnin<v thofe 
toms of ambition that may in time become dangerous. -The Prcfident'bas with this 
view tendered our acknowledgments for his offers of aflifiance ; but at the fame time 
:aflurcd him, that the war on the Coafi; was b)^ no means an objedt of our united ffrcngtli, 
nor a fufficient caiife why he fnould increafe his forces at a great expence, which 
might ferve only to produce coiijcdfures to the prejudice- of the fricndflnp and har- 
mony that fubfifi; between him and the Company. 

As .the . Nabob has himfclf recommended -pur- keeping a brigade 'in. his countr 5 ', 
and continuing in poffeffion of Allahabad, tve critcrtained no doubt but he would 
readily comply wdth the Prefident’s requeft to flop hif levies and mduce his forces, 
iince we confidered a propofition lb incompatible with any views he might have to a 
rupture, as an earned of his finccrity ;< and we have now the plcafurc to acquaint j’-ou. 
that he has already entered upon the meafures recommended. . , . " 

In order, however, that not the lead apprehenfion of danger lliould remain, wc 
■diredted Colonel Smith to keep the mod- watchful eye iqx>n the -Nabob’s condudt ; 
-and have alfo determined that the fird brigade fliall rcraain in their prefent dation, 
until yve have the mod fatisfadtory affurances of fecurity to thefe, provinces. 

Before this letter can reach your hands, yon will probably receive by the Hedtor 
■a detail, from the Prefidency of Fort St. -George, of their operations againd the 
‘Subah and Hyder Ally. Our advices from thence have not lately been explicit 
enough to ednvey a didjnft.idea of their prefent fitualion and future profpedts. Wc 
underdand the advantage obtained over the' enemy has proved lefs'^decifive than was 
•at fird imagined ; and that Hyder Ally is now adting in the field, while the heavy 
trains oblige the troops' of the- Prefidency to remain in cantonments. ' Such appearances 
•of vigour in a countiy power are uncommon, and give reafon to apprehend the war 
may be protradhed to a much greater length than will prove convenient to your affairs; 
.although, -with refpedt to the ifllie, we cannot entertain' a doubt. The detachments 
we have -already -fent, joined to the ■forces of the Prefidency are, with any tolerable 
condudt, more than fufficient to -beat all the Indian powers from Cape -Comorin to- 
Dehly; 'For this reafon w'e have fufpended the propofed embarkation - of the re- • 
mainder of the fird brigade, -that we may not unneceffarily incur an extraordinary ex-- 
pence, and expofc the troops .to fatigue and dangers that may be avoided : but they 
fhallbebeld in ’toadinefs to proceed at a day’s notiee, -whenever c-ircuni’dances -may 
require their fervice. , 

Private advices from the coad intimate, thk matters- will foon' be accommodated 
tvith the Subah t and from the -filence upon this fubjeft obferved in the public letters,- 
we imagine that means are devifing to feparate him. from his prefent alliance, -in order, 
they may be the more dilengaged to profecute the ■\var againd Hyder Ally. 
■Should thefe coniedfures be well founded, w''e have only to wiffi the Subah had been 
rendered more ferifible of the importance of our friendffiip before he had experienced 
our -gencrofity. It was always our opinion, exprefied in the -dronged -terms to the 
gentlemen at Madrafs, that no peace in which mutual -dipulations were allowed, -would 
be permanent ; -that * Nizam Ally fliould fird be reduced to abfolute dependence ; 
that meafures fhould be taken -to confine -the ambition of our neighbours -at Pondi- 
cherry to the precife limits of the treaty; and that the mod exadt knowledge of the 
Subahls charaaer and ebnneaions -fliould be obtained, before he was redored to his 
dignity. , What -degree of influence thefe fentiments may produce in the -counfels of 
' your Prefidency at -Fort St. George, we cannot at prefent determine; but as ye have 

hitherto aded in the mod perfea harmony, it is probable our arguments will be .al- 
lowed 
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lowed tuelr perfed weight. The letters which have palled between ns, as the}^ Hand 
recorded on the face "of our proceedings, . will explain our fpntiments more par- 
ticularly. 1 1 - j 

• ‘ In confequence of the demands upon us from the coaft, we have, been obliged to 

xefufe thofe reinforcements to. Captain Kinl6ch,for profecudng theNapaul expedition, 
which he thinks neceffary for fucceeding in the attempt ; and as the enterprize muft 
now be deferred to a more convenient opportunity, Mr. Rumbold has orders to recall 
the detachment, ' keeping poffeffion, however, of certain lands bordering on the 
Bettea country, which , belonged to the Gourcullah Rajah, fo rich and fertile as 
amply to indemnify the charges incurred. We have reafon to believe there has been 
fome mlfcondudf in the officers emploj^ed, or forgery in the intelligence which gave 
birth' to this expedition, clfe Captain Kinloch, with the force he commanded, -mufi; 
have fucceeded in relieving the Rajah, and opening that communication with Bahar 
■from which tve expedted very confiderable advantages to the commerce of this coun- 
try. The ftridlell; enquiry lhall be made into every circumftance, .and you will be 
made acquainted with the piarticulars, we hope, by one of the fhips of this feafon. 

In our proceedings we have entered an account of the adtual colleftions of the re- 
venue in the province of Bahar, during the courfe of the.laft year, and alfo an eftimate 
of revenues to be colledred^ agreeably to the Kijftbundee of the prefent year. Without 
any remarks from us, thefe accounts are themfelves fufficient "teftimony that the 
colleftions have been regularly kept up, and every way anfwerable to the expedlations 
we gave in our letter by the Lord Holland. 

We fend numbers in the packet, the broken fett of our proceedings from the laft 
difpatch to this date, to which we beg leave to refer for fuch points as demand your 
more attentive conlideration. 

Before we clofe this difpatch, it is proper you ffiould be acquaihted, that, at their 
requeft, we furniffied the Prefidency of Fort St. George with three lacks and 
will in a few days fend them a farther fu'pply of five lacks f., I'he fcarcity of filver, 
which already prevails, obliges us to make this remittance iti ■ gold, notwithftanding 
we are fenfible that a very confiderable lofs will arife, upon account of the high 
valuation of the gold mohurs. We forefee the difficulties before us in making 
provifion, agreeably to your orders, for fupplying China with filver bullion' even for 
this feafon; 'and have therefore requefted the gentlemen at Madrafs to purebafe for 
that purpofe all the filver they can procure : fince, notwithftanding the Mocha ffiips 
are arrived, the filver imported into the river, during the whole courfe of the year, 
fcarce exceeds a lack of rupees We have before repeatedly requefted your attention 
to the confequpces of this exportation of bullion ; and we now beo- leave to recom- 
mend the fubjea: to your moft ferious confideration, affuring yoii^ that ffiould we 
find it at all pradicable to make the ufual remittances next year to China, the meafurc 
will prove fatal to your inveftment, and ruinous to the commerce of Bengal by 
giving the entire command of the filver currency to foreign nations, who very’ po- 
iiticl)- refufe to receive gold into their treafuries for bills. ^ 

Wc have the honour to be, 8cc, 

H, VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, R. BECHER, A. CAMPBELL. ' 


S U P- 


•37,^00/. 162,500/. j 12,300/. 



A P P E N D I X. 

Supplement.-,' 

To the above advices we beg leave to fiibjoin, that we have received authentic 
information the French Council at Chandernagorc have reduced their excliange on 
. .bills granted on their conftituents, to twcntyTix pence for the current ruj>ee, or one 
penny lower than the exchange alloVved w your fervants, flipulating, at the fame time, 
that only bills for half the amount paid in fliall be granted for this feafon, and intereft 
; upon the remaiinder, at the rate ol fix per Cent, per annum,, until bills are given the 
'enfuing year. - ' ' ' 

This policy in them we mufl: regard as a convincing proof of the truth of thofe 
arguments urged in our letter by the Lord Holland, that lowering your exchange 
would throw the entire ’command of money into the -hands of foreigners, and enable 
them to form large inveflments, by means of early advances, in delpite of all our 
endeavours. The}'’ have now in their treafurj’’, at a low intereft, a fufficient fiim for 
beginning the enluing ■ inveftment fome ■ months fooner than othervvife they could 
'ad’vance a rupee ; and this additional advantage accrues to them from reducing their 
exchange, that where you gain one penny upon the exchange of the rupee, in the 
limited fum’ allowed to be remitted from hence, they gain two pence- in the exchange 
mpon the 'much larger fums - employed in making their inveftment. Every means in 
our power fhall be exerted to convey to you the fruits of your late'acquifitions; but 
while .all poffible advantages reft in the hands of our rivals in trade, we muft expedt 
to encounter many difappoihtments 'and difficulties. 

H. VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, RICHARD BECHER, A. CAMPBELL. 


No. XII. 

4 

To the Honour able the Court of ■ JDireBors, 

Honourable Sirs, Wiiham, jan. 5. 175s. 

, Our.Iaft addrefs,- under date the i6th ultimo, waited on j'ou per Norfolk, and a. 
duplicate thereof we have the honour to tranfmit by this conveyance. ^ 

We have as yet no reafon to deviate from our opinion with regard to Sujah al Dow- 
lah’s condudt. The expreffions in his letters to the Prefident, of his attachment and 
fidelity to the engagements he has entered into with us are as warm as ever; and he de- 
clares, that the troops hie lately levied were intended for the foie purpofe of adting in 
cohjvindtion with your’s in the Deccan, had his ofters of fervice been accepted. We 
expedt, however, he will give us a more convincing proof of his affertlons', by 
a fpeedy redudtion of his forces, which, the Prefident has been informed, he has 

begun. • j 1 » 

In' confequence of' advices received from the gentlemen at Madrafs, of Hyder Ally s 
iiaving again taken the field, w^e irfimediately determined on fending Colonel Jofeph 
Peach to Mazulipatam, ■vdth a complete company of grenadiers belonging to his 
..regiment, fifty artiller}'’-men, one twelve-pounder, two fix-pounders, on howitz, and 
royal, with an ample fupply of ftores for immediate fervice. This detachment, with the, 
European troops before fen t, and thofe. of the Prefidency ftationed p the Sircars, will 

form a corps of more than five hundred Europeans rank tod file, exclufive of the 
^ ' artillery 
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artillery and Sepoys ; a force, we doubt not, very fuffici'ent to reduce .the whole province, 
if fnch a plan lliouid be adopted. Colonel Peach accordingly embarked a fev/ days 
■after with his detachment in thefliip Egmont,- the commander whereof had orders, to 
land them at Mazulipatani, and afterwards to proceed .to Madrafs , with gold to the 
amount of five lacks of rupees and other confignments he had on board tor that 

' As die detachments we have lately fent from hence make a confiderable reduftion of 
Our force, it is poffible that fome of the country powers may venture to make 
attempts on thefe provinces.. This is a cicurnftance that has not efcaped our rnamre 
confidbration f for, regardful of the danger which may threaten us ' at h6me, and con- 
iidering' the -convenient fituation of our troops employed in the Deccan between, the 
two Prefidencies, we have acquainted the gentlemen at Madrafs, that yvh referye to 
nf. rA^oiimnr frnnnc nnripr pftaKli'fhnieiit whenever the moft 


tions to Colonel Peach, diredted him to pay an implicit obedience, fhould it be judged 


expedient to fend him fuch an order. 

By private letters fince received from Fort St. George, under date .the 2.8th of 
November, w'e learn, Hyder Ally, fo far from being intimidated by the vidlory lately 
obtained over him by your troops, breathes nothing but vengeance, and is refolved 
to truft his future hopes to the iffue of a fecond engagement ; that your army, con- 
filling of one thoufand Europeans, feven battalions of Sepoys, and fixteen pieces of 
cannon, has taken the field under the command of Colonel Jofeph Smith, and is 


marched to the relief of Amboor, a Itrong fortrefs, againfi: which the enemy had eredled 
feven batteries ; that Colonel Wood had alfo marched from Trichinopoly with a de- 
tachment of five hundred Europeans, four battalions of Sepoys, and twelve field- 
pieces, to form a jundion ; and the fame advices, which are indubitable, intimate, 
that the Prefident and Council there had accepted fome propOfals made to them by the 
European officers of Hyder Ally’s -arrhy, by which they engaged to revolt, with all 
his:European cavalry, and Japafs regiments, or to turn his cannon againfi; hirn on the 
day of adion. . - , 


The remainder of the firfl brigade, under the command of lieutenant-colonel 
Pemble, is gone into cantonments at Gh3netty, where it is near at hand to reinforce 
the detachments already fent to Mazulipatam, or even to proceed to Madrafs, lliould 
the fituation of their affairs there require our further afiiflance. 

. The Prefident has again received letters from Janoojee and Ragoo-naut Row, de- 
ftianding payment of the Chout ; and we are informed that the. latter of thofe chiefs 
has alTembied an army at Berar, with which he purpofes to enter Hindoftan. , Akho’ 
we are not under the leafl apprehenfions from that quarter, we communicated this in- 
telligence to Colonel Smith, who kill remains with the third brigade at Allahabad, 
and have defired him to keep a watchful eye over the adions of the Maharattas. 

We have alfo received advice, that Rajah Narraindoo has compelled Mr. Lowe, the 
Refident at Ganjam, to retire to Tezagapatam, and put a flop to the intercourfe between 
the t\vo Prefidencies through his country. 

_ We muft requeft, that you will be pleafed to fupply us with cannon for field-fervice 
by every occafion, the ntimber we have now in kore being only ten, which is infuffi- 
«ent to fupply the demand made on us by Colonel Smith for the fcrvice of the army. 

X he utility of this article, and the fatal confequences which may attend - he want of it, 
are, we perfuade ourfelves, too obvious to need our enlarging on the fubjedr. 

• A general katement of our revenues, and account of the difburfements for the Ink 

the. ik of January, 1767, fliall be drawn out as foon as fbe,- 
oiKercnt abitrads can be colleded, and, we hope, will be tranfmitted to you by the ' 

. I 2 lak, 

•62,500/. 
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laft lliip of thisfeafon., This,, we flatter ourfclve?, will be fatisfadory, as you^ mav 
thereby perceive, at one point of view,, the ftate of your receipts and ifllics for the- 
■whole year. 

Mr. Campbell being ncceflltatcd to proceed to, Europe in the fliip now tinder dif- 
patch, has. refigned his employ of Secretary to our Board. We muft here, in juftice 
to that gentleman,; airurc you of the high fenfc we entertain- of the zeal, attention, and 
abilities, tyith which he has purfued yoijr intcrefts, during the courfe of his. long ferviccs- 
in this, branch, of your affairs. ^ 

We have thought proper to nominate Mr. Ffloycr to fucceed him, who has accord- 
ingly received tlie charge of his. office,, and has. a feat and voice at our Board’ in thq- 
abfence of any one memberi, ‘ ‘ 

We have the pleafure to tranfmit you. by this packet a cornplete fet of books ah(£ 
papers for. the year 1767-, as per accompanying lift.. 

We have the honour to be, Scci. 

H'-VERELST,. JOHN CAJR.TIER,.RICH..BECHER, CHARLES FFLOYER* 


No. XITR ' 

/^o tlie Honourable the. Court of DikeB'ors, ^c. 

, Honour-able Sirs,. Fcrt-wiiHam, Feb, 3-, 776^: .. 

The fhort interval between the dfeparture ,of the Europa,. by which we had the 
honour to addrefs you, and the prefent difpatch of the Earl. of. Elgin, affords , us -but 
little matter to communicate by this conveyance, more particularly as we have been 
explicit in our advices by tlie preceding Ihips-of 'this feafoni 
. After a long ftate-of fulj3enGe we had been in for the ifl'ue of your military opera- 
tions on the- Coafl; of Coromandel, we- were this day agreeably relieved- by the receipt 
of a letter from the .Secret Department at Madrafs>. under date the- 15th December^ 
advifing us that your army had, on, the yth offafb i-nonth,. defeated that, of.. Hyder- 
Ally a fecondtime,. and had obliged' him* to retire with precipitation to Covrepatam-.: 
A copy of the letteri which is the only one ivehave recei-yed from that P-refidency fince- 
the 20th November laft,. we have the honour to tranfmit- a number in- the- packet,-, 
for your farther information^ - ' ■ ' . ■ 

Theovertures lately made to the Prefidentof-FortSt.- George by Ruccum al Dowlahj. 
for an accommodation. between- the Cohipany and thG-Subah,.we are glad to- perceive- 
were rejedied with difdain. They c^nnotbe too cautions in re-admitting to an alliance-; 
with them a man whole- perfidious conduct is ftill fo very recent; A- perfon fo unfleady: 
in his. conduift,’ and ambitious ih; his-' nature^ can, never, be the real. well- wiflier of a: 
po^vef he has fo much injured.. 

We hope ere now the laft divilion of our reinforcement to the Deccan, under, the- 
commandof'Cqlonel' Jbfeph Peach-,, is fafely arrived and entered upon the feene of'- 
aftion. .A force fo formidable in itfelf, and fo little. expedfed from. a diftant.fettle-- 
ment, will, we doubt not, ftrike a terror in the Subah’s. breaflr, and induce him ta- 
.withdraw his forces. from Hyder Ally, for the fecurity of his own territories; • _ - 

ByTetters Ibme time -fince- received from the gentlemen at Madrafs, (which, being* 
entered oa the face of our proceedings tranfmitted, by the. Europa^ we beg leave to- 

■ ■ ' . . -reler.- 
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refer you -tbS it appeared, ' tHaf tKey Taboiifedf tinder ‘great' difficulties in -tlie' nomin atibri 



even 


^.v.*x pleafed to requeft pur opinion in a matter ;b'f fd %rcafi'mpbrtffice. '^We expreffed 
durfelves with that unreferved ’freedom' which -we wiffi may mutually fubfift between 
the' two Prefidencies ; and judging’ it- expedient to fecure the -King’s Firmaun for' the 
nomination'- of fome otherperfonyour’Prefident was defired'tb apply for the fame to 
hisMajefty, who has been pleafed 'to comply -with his requeft, - arid, iri- a - letter lately 
received from’ him, he promifed to difpatch h blank Firmarin ■ witliin five days'of thd 
date thereof, to be filled up with the narrie of any perfon we may judge rnoft proper,, 
for the fecurity and lafting tranquility of yoiir pofleffions ori the- coaftl- This is a 
power we Ihould be loath to avail ourfelves of, excepting^ in a cafe of the utmoft ne- 
ceffity, and fuch we fear this will prove, if we can form our judgment from the pre- 
fent iituation of affairs.- ^ ^ . - 

When w'e behold one of tlie fineft armies which had ever yet appeared in Hindoftan,. 
taking the field againft a body of undifeiplined troops, we cannot entertain a doubt 
but your arms will be attended with evety-defirable fuccefs. Hyder Ally has- already 
experienced the fuperiority of your forces, and now that defertion has taken place 
in his army, cannot but be apprehenfive of .the -dangers with which he is threatened;, 
and we flatter ourfelves, that you -will foon be compenfated by an honourable and 
lafting peace, for the war and devaftations which have too much of . late troubled the 
repofe of the Carnatic. We conclude .you will, be fully advifed, from the Prefident 
and Council at Fort St. George, of alh their proceedinigs 'fince' the coirimencerrient of 
hoftilities. ' , 

We have very fully reprefented in our letters of this fcaifon, by the Lord Holland 
and FTorfolk,. our apprehenfions of the fatal confequences which muft unavoidably 
attend the ■\’aft exportation offilverout of this couritf}' : -we no'w feperienced them in a 
very alarming degree, for it is difficult to procure’ filvef at the; P’refidency,. in ' ex"-: 
change even for an hundred gold mohurs. ■ ‘If you will be pleafed to 'exarnme your 
treafury accounts, you will there find nearly to half '-the amount of your ' treafure iri 
gold; nor can we devife an effedlmal method for preventing an event which muft" 
prove ruinous to the commerce of this opulent' k’liig^bm-. To have fent to China in 
gold fpecie the whole amount of our remittance Of 24 lacks, would- have been incur- 
ring a heavy lofs, and probably embarrafled- ’your Council ^t Canton, in the provi- 
fion of your China inveftment. We were defirous 'of embracing every opportunit}'' 
to check this growing .esdl, v/ithout falling fliort of the annual fupply; and the gen- 
tlemen at Madrafs, in a letter to this committee^ having recommended d'le fuirplics* 
being fent in gold, provided Arcot rupees were ' nor procurable, filver being then- 
cheap. The Board determined to fend only one half in filver, and the remainder 
in gold. We have the pleafure to acquaint you, that -f fixfeen lacks have been al- 
ready forwarded to that Pxefidency for the China invefim-fxr, and the remaining fi. eight 
lacks will follow in a few days. 

Our Prefident has lately received fbme propofils from the French Governor at 



Deration, be found eligible,, by preventing the ffeerm: diihiiLCS which 


ever 1— ' 
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which;, without ftich'a claufe;,- .they •ma}’;- not do for fome -ycars^ to, come for, .notwirhn 
fta.iidipg- ev?r.y- precaution- on:,. ou^.r, part, whilfl; remittances ftand as they, now do, 
it, wiIl,;bd-'.o,ut ,pf. our;4iowcf :tq,;prevcn,f their ; fully ' fLippl}'ing- tliclufclycs with whatever 
fums they -may .require forihills -on' Europe. - j . .. , , 'T . 

;■ Theqountry. is at- p.refent in ;a; perfedi 'ftatc of tranquility ; but as. this is the. feafop 
for the Maharattas, .-and -.'other . country powers, to take the field, we cannot yet, 
with the lead degree of certainty, judge.. of the ineafurcs they .may^purfue.; .for., which 
reafon we-. cfonc,eive!,it-';is,:noccflairy to keep .-the, third |brigade dill at Allahabad y but 
fp:foon:as this ncceffity-ceafcs, .you may b'e aflured .it fliall'be withdrawn. . 

, ; .By-.this conyeyaiice-wc- hjiv.c -the- plcafure.tb trandpit.to you the broken felt of 
pur. ptocccdipgsViand other nboo.ks and- papers,, as -per .accompanying lid, and have 
the honour , to , be, ^yith great refpeft, &c.‘ ■, .. ... • • ’ . 

■i"'. ■’ - - . . 

H.VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, R. BECKER, CHARLES , FFLOYER, 
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H b N O Ti If A h L d . Si r s. 


Fort- William, February 


a. n 




-.il! .M) ; 

• ^>^^^een}brace.;the;,0(i5p9rtunity,.:of thc Northington’s difpatch, vto acquaint you with 
fuch material occurrences as have happened lince our lad advices, under date the 
3d indant,..-. duplicate whereof -we have the,, honour to- tranfmit a number in this 
packet. r-j • i- ’ '■ ' ' - 

j -The .tovvn ofChandernagorc. ha^vi^ig.. lad fe^fon .proved, unhealthy, from the great 
quantity .of water wdfich .tfettled-- therein, the gentlemen thought it neced'ary to have 
a, ditch, made round :;it,[;}vlth drains. tOj ; carry, oft'-the, water into the. Ganges., - This 
gave rife to-aqeport -vyhich was; communicated to, .the officers of .the. government, as 
the fird dep towards eredting- a --fortification, and they accordingly complained of it 
as fuch to the Trefide.rit.' Upon Mahomed Reza Cawn’s arrival in Calcutta, ffiortly 
after he,-.and-.Mp‘Ch?yaliep. the FrcnpIyDiredtor, requeded that an engineer might 
be. fqnt-from heqce.-to purvey ,,lhat ,\york. . Captain Martin was .accordingly . fent to 
Chandernagore -for that ;purpofe,, who ':ha§ given it as his .opinion^ that At could not^ 
in any, degree, -be deemed- a Fortification,; mr anfwer any. other purpofc than w'hatMr. 
Chevalier affured the Prelident it was. intended for. - ■ . F • y 

Wediall ever'encDurage.the Nabob’s vigilance, and affid his authority in putting 
an early and - effe<d;ual . dop to the innovations of , our European neighbours ,* and we 
think, it veryinecedary .to[be ci.rcunifpedtj rover all. their aft ions; confeious -that the 
dability - of .your valuable podeffiohs depends greatly- on their inability to didurb the 
happy date of tranquility they now enjoy. 

By the complete fett mf country .correfpondence, -tranfmitted by the Europa, you 
■ryill obferve that Janoojee, one of the -Maharatta. chiefs,, is., very folicitous, in his de- 
mands for the Chout, which had.r.egularly been paid during the. latter part of Alliverdy 
Cawn’s , goverrrment.; - , N.otwithdauding the :imperiqiisfdyle. of his letter, w,e. could 
plainly perceive,, :frqm the knowledge. we.-have- acquiredbf .-the .cudoms and manners' 
of the Maharattas, that he,was defirous, rqytyeapvitii irs . for tire ceffion of Cuttack, - 
and of -Vvffiiclrwve have been lately affured -byjhis-.Veckeel, a perfon of charafter and 
ftation,' and who- fiands -high- in-tire edeem qf ‘his mafter. ' 
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■ The Prefident, fince Mahomed Reza Cawn’s arrival in Calcutta, has, m conjunc- 
tion with that minifter,' had feveraV conferences with the Vackeel on the fubjedt; 
who affured them that his mafter would not liften to any accommodation tor • the 
ceffion of ■ Cuttack, • and confideration for the .Chout, -on any other terms than the 
annual payment of fixtcen lacks of rupees ’^, to be accounted for. from the time the 

■ Company .'took^ .cliargc of . the -Dcwanny- of fliefe provinces j and- the i^elcct 
Committee on their behalf to.be guarantees for the Nabob’s fakhtul performance of 
the treaty, in fupport of the propriety of thefe' demands he recited-. the promife 
made to- his .mailer by Mr. Vanlittart in the year 1763, of paying him all the arrears 
of the Cliout, . on condition that he did not join his ’ forces to the troops of Coffim Ally 
Cawn, the then Nabob’;' and laid much Urefs upon the aflurances given ‘hini by.Lord 
Clivey that -ivhenevef .this treaty -fhould be concluded,’ the annual fum . flipulated for, 
fliould commence from’ the time the’ Company were invcllcd with the Dewanny of 
thefe provinces. After many debates -the Vackeel confented, with afllirances of his 
mailer’s concurrence allb, that the rents which have been colledled in Orifla during 
the- above period, lliould'be fet agaihll the annual arrears which he- demanded. 

By fuch aii- agreement, and a :prop'er- examination of their accounts, the arrears 
will be conliderably diminilhed p- and -although we ':mull expedl,' from the diftradled 
ilate'of the Mah’aratta government, -tlfat'-they have not colledled the -whole-amount 
of the revenues of that province yet we have reafon to believe, that under your 
government, and the immediate infpedtion of your fervants, they may in time amotint 
to, if not exceed; the annual tribute demanded; . - • ; 

As this was a matter which-- xvc ' deemed; of -the highell’ importance, fo it has en- 
gaged our moll ferious attention.' i-M^ven we^confidered the many 'benefits which 
•mull naturally refult from thus uniting the Company's -territories on the Coall ryith 
your valuable poiVclfions in Bengal ; a Hep which will complete the chain of your 
influence and dominion- from the banks of the Caramnalla to the farthell extre- 
mity of the coall of Coromandel ; a meafure that mull- tend fo greatly to the pre- 

• fervation of both fettlements, by the mutual fupport it will enable them at all times 

• to give -each’ other-; the removing -at once- every '-pretence of the Maharattas • for 
- dillurbing the peace and- -trdnquillit}’-, of ■ thefe pfo-vinces, and the Ihock ’it will'- give to 

their llrength and power whenever it may be -found neceflary to feparate'fo principal 
a member as Janoojee, who, during the whole courfe of - his- negociations, has - ex- 
prelTed an-carnell defire to enter into anolFenfive and defenfive alliance with us : all 
-thefe confiderations -having been attentively weighed’ and- debated in Committee, -ive 
refolvedto acquiefee in the propofals of the Vackeel, and to bring’ the treaty to ’as 
fpeedy a- conclufion as 'poffible.' ' Our- cPrefident -has; accordingly fignified Our alTent 

■ in a letter to Janoojee, and has - requclled of the ' Nabob to agree to it on his part. 
Copies of the prqpofed agreements on -the part of the Nabob -and- ns being entered* 
after our proceedings, we beg leave to, refer you to them ; and we flatter 'ourfelves 
our condudl herein (will ’meet, with the honour'-of your fandlion and approbation.' 

In our addrefs by the-Npr-folk-;}'OU' -vvero-made acquainted with -our reafons for hot 
; reinforcing the detachment; Under’i the -’Comma'ad -of -■’Captain Kinlocli, in order to ef- 
fedl the firll intention ’df the- expedition to -Napaul. We - attributed the failure -bf 
that enterprize to a-mifcoridu£l ’-in -th’e-'commanding officer, and accordino-ly diredled 
Mr. Rumboldy chief of Patna, to terder Captain -Kinloch to repair thither that a 
court of ^enquiry.'mlghtffit On hisxonduar.’ ' But' Mr. Rumbold, -in his reply to our 
. letter on that-fubjedl, having -fet- forth the many ■ unfurmountablm and' unavoidable 
accidents -which that ’officer 'me£iwith :.in'-the -courfe of -his march; which OGcanoned 
•tehc failure of - tnc expedition, we countermanded our orders for recalling him'; and 

' ■ > - : , - • diredled 
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clirofl;c(l Kini lo fccurc.ilu' ncquifirion of in thnt cnuiifry, winch v/c hope vU! 
fully imlcmnify iho Coinp;iny for the churi-c incurred on then enterpriw:; it beinr 
■our (IctonuiMcd iviolution not (o inahc: a Iccoiid ntfoiupt, while there is any yrolvi- 
bilityof .n further ivinforccuu'ni beiiij!; wanted from hence for the arfillr.ne'' of ih- 
Mndrafr, I’rcfidencw . ; ' . 


Mahomed Reza Cawn, who fivrjucmly coinjdaincd to the Prefidency of the dt^- 
clining flalc ol his health, occafuined by a cnniinuii! njiyilication to the bnhiicfs of 
the govcrnmcMH, has lately laaiueilct! our jicrmiflion for the nomiitniion of fomc per- 
fon to afTdt him, as he may be frequently rendered incapable of attending liimfclf to 
the bufincfs ol the Cut cherry, t>r any other accident fliould hcfal him ; and recom- 
mended batty Ally Ca'.vn, v.'ho ha<l for ftitnc time jiafl been alFifling, and vdiom he 
IhouUl as lull)’ as in his jiowcr inllrudb in tiie bnfinefs. We deemed his requefi hut 
rcafonahlo; and Mr. b-yln s informing us that the jicrfon recommended was of in- 
tegrity, attention, and a.hdities, ivc readily ennfented to his appointment. 

We muft, in julficc to Mahomed Re/a Cawn, exprefs the high fenfc we entertain 
of the abilities and indelatigable atlctulon he has fhewn in the execution of the im- 
portant trufl ro])ofed in hiiu ; and we cannot but lament the profpcifl; of lofing his 
Icrviccs from the prefent declining Hate of his health. 

It is with pleafurc we ohferve, that fo fmall a fnm only as rupees • /,(?, 205. rq , 3 
was deemed irrecoverable, from the outlbinding balance of the Bahar revenues for 
rite lafl year, amounting to rupees -f* 541,3:7 . 1 1 . 6. Mr. Rumbold's conduct in 
the collc^ions has met with our entire ajijirobation ; and we do not doubt, but tb.c 
lour lie propofes to make tln'ough the dificrent ])arts of that province will .alTord him 
.an opportunity of making a itiorc tninutc adjullment' of the revenues. Mr. Sykes's 
Jatc journey to the Dinagepore and .Furnca countries, affords us a profpedt of the 
good clfedls which arc likely to cnfuc from a llri( 5 t examination into the Hate of the 
colledlions. The frauds, embezzlements, and a variety of atrocious crimes com- 
mitted by the Zemindars and officers of the government invefted with the charge of 
thole collcdlions appear in the mod. glaring light, tlic timely dcte£lion whereof may 
be produtffivc of a confidcrablc increafe of your revenues. We have the accounts 
at prefent under examination ; and in the mean time have recommended it to the 
miniftei*s to make very fevcrc examples of the ofienders, in order to deter others from 
the fikc prafticcs in future. 

We highly commend the zeal, attention, and afiiduity with which Mr. Sykes has 
exerted himfclf for your intcreds on this and every other occafion, which lias fallen 
under his department. ' • 

Having rcafon to believe that fomc Europeans Hill continue in different parts of 
the countrjq' carrying on a trade there in defiance of the repeated orders of the Sc- 
ic6t Committee, we have again laid pofitivc injundlions on the chiefs of Subordi- 
nates and commanders of the brigades, to apprehend and fend down immediately to 
the Prcfidcncy all fuch perfons who may be found without a proper licence from 
the Sclcdt Committee, or the Governor. For thoroughly perfuaded as w'C arc, 
that fuch a prafticc is fubvcrfivc. of the peace, tranquillity, and good government 
of this country, we are determined that our orders fiiall be ftridtly obeyed. 

Mr. George Vanfittart has tranfmitted to us fevcral abltrafts of the collcdlions in 
the Midnapore and Jcllaforc provinces, with feme other papers relative thereto, 
written in the Bengal language. W^c have directed him to fend down to Calcutta, 
the perfons from whom thofe accounts were taken, that they may be fworn to, attefted, 
and recorded in the Mayor’s Court. In the mean time the Bengal papers are ordered 

to 
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to lictranilated, and we hope to fend them to you properly- authenticated^ by the. Ad^ 

pidvate advices which thePrefidenthas lately -received from Colonel Jofeph Peach, 
■commanding the troops -in the Deccan, deftined agjiinft Hyder-abad, we karn, that 
■they had advanced within forty-four. Cofs of that :city,. after having taken Ceinamet, 
a Ifronp' forrrcfs,' and another fort called Wellengalt ; that the Colonel was .only 
' ■waitin^for a fupply;of nuifquet ammunition-to proceed, on his journey; and that the 
. -enemy have little or no force to oppofe them. . ' • _ 

•; By letters which: the Prefident has. alfo received from Madrafs, tve are informed, 
that Ruccun al Dowlah, the prime minifter of Nizam Ally,-Subah of the Deccan, had-' 
been for’ fome days negociating with Colonel Jofeph Smith, for an accommodation be-' 
tnkeii the Subah and;the',Englifli'; '.and -for this' purpofd 'it ■was faid, that Ruccun al 
Dowlah intended to proceed to'Madfafs, finally to conclude -with the gentlemen there 
a treaty of peace, on the part of ‘hirmafier, who feem, by their laft advices, -inclined 
to encourage the advances niade by the Subah for. that: purpofe. ] 

We have, fince our laft: difpatch,: received feveral letters from .Colonel’ Smith, con-' 
cernVng his fehti'ments of the” cdndu&i of Sujah '.ail Dowlah’ ; 'but as we have no 
reaibh .to alter .’the .opinion We :have hitherto, entertained,. of the Vizier, we have only 
TO refer you to the Colonel’s letters, which appear upon our proceedings. ’ '■' 

- We have the pleafure td'trahfmit you by this packet, the broken, fett' of Committee- 
proceedings fince the laft difpatch, -and other papers as by the accompanyng lift.. : 


We have the honour to be; &c. ' • 
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- ■ ■ ’To the Honourable the Court of HireSiors; &c. -j ~ ' 

■ H'ONO ORABn-E Sirs, -■ ■■■•:, ' . . ■ . Fort .William, March 24, 1768. 

■■■The difpatch of the Admiral Pococke, the' laft of your- annual Ihipping, affords us 
an opportunity to advife you of the’occurfences which have happened fince our laft 
addrefs, under date' the 29th ultimo, a duplicate whereof we - have the honour to 
enclofe.' : ■ ■ . • v !'■•■ . > 

Munneer al Dowlah’s condudl:, fince his return to Allahabad from the Prefidenc}-, 
has caufed a difcontent in the mind of Sujah al Dowlah. The authority which he has 
afliimed over the royal houfe,_ and ^particularly -of the Vizarut, which the Nabob 
Sujah al Dowlah was inyefted with at our requeft, gives us too much reafoffto con- ■ 
elude he has filled the royal ear with ideas tVnfavdurable to the Vizier, as well as the 
folemn engagement we hWe entered : into. When we' confider the haughty difpo- 
fition of a perfon, whofe reputatipn and influence are very confiderable' in the empire 
we cannot be furprlfed if he takes offence at being deprived of thofe honours he is. 
entitled to, and which, with* a lavifti^hand, have beeii conferred upon another ; who 
in reality, is a- fervant of the -Vizier’s, and placed by him ' near his majefty’s perfom ■ 
He has, .on many occafions, reprefented'to our Prefident^ the uneafinefs fuch a con- ' 
duct has given him ; reminded him of his appointment to that digniw when the 
treaty -was concluded,- and fignified his earneft defire, through our mediation, to be 
invefted with the authority thus with-held from him by the jealoufy of the King, 
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a-ndvthe^OTfcifeo'f: a'.fkvoytrite-femnt... He ^Kas- repeated '‘airnraiices that w^e xi'ill 
religioufly adhere to the- treaty fubfiftlng between us : and Munneer al Dowlah has- 
been- told,, that- his- late-condudt-.hasnfacurred' our difjileafure ; and- that we expedt' if 
he^ regards our fneridfliip;; Kc .will -make - proper conceffidns.-to the Vizier> for the dif-- 
refpeftful behaviour he. has obferved; towards him:; . ' ' ' - ■ 

' Sujah al . Dowlah,. in-his^ letters-' to his.- maje%,i fol'icits to- Be ^ admitted into the 
pfefencej andrto; a fhare in .his; councils' and- adminiftrations ; but Kis-folicitations- 
have not yet had the defired effedt. , , 

, By a letter from Golohel-Sir-Rdbert. Barker we perceive, .with pleafure, thepro/ped: 
of a. reconciliation, between’ thc.’!V’’izier and- Munneer al Dowlah;-' He therein ac-- 
quainBS’'U§^: that'ithe former .isi defirouss of ^an ihrerview at Faiz-abady. and we' ha've di-^ 
redred-hiiu to-prevail upom'thei latfer.to: accompany him thither. ; "VFe do not doubt 
but a; meetin'giwiibbe .-effedl'hdj^ and < that the fubjedt' of the prefent difputes will be, 
terminated to' the fatisfadfion.'of'the'lKirig-and'hisiVizier. 

We can hardly expedt;' that: his majefty.'will-confenf tO'SujaVal Dowlah's officiating; 
near his' -iroyali perfoS, / nod indeed is -tbat a-: point, infilled i on .'; .:.but we. think it but .juft 
and realbnable he.fHould\be; confulted’ withy and; informed of albrnaterial tranfadtlons) 
atl court j; 'as the -fear: of the "Slizarut.'is in hismamey.and-adtually made -ufe- of as -a figneti 
to the royal mandatt si- 

: Shouldrthe -Rihg.perfift;: in!,his .refufabto. admit Sujah ab Dowlah again to'his-h'o-- 
nours,,we fliall; feriouffiy- remind him; of. the;f 61 emn 'engagements! we have reciprocally? 
entered into, for the fccnrity of his majefly’s perfon, the defence of Sujah afDowlah’s 
doininions, and the peace' andc tranquility 'of-. thfefe'^-’provmGes. We lhall alfo point 
out to him, the ill confequences which may . attend a rupture, which he thus endea- 
ypufs'.to effedlj.-With'a mah'rfbrmTdablc as'Sujah al Dovvlah';: and'although it is our 
determination to adhere inviolably to the treaty we have made with his. majeft}?, we 
muft; not forget that we are equally bound in friendlhip, to Sujah al Dowlah. 

By letters from the fecret department, at Madrafs, we have the pleafure to be in- 
formed they have, concluded a treaty with the ^ Subah, and that a deputation was fent 
to him to fee it ratifted.-.fTffie^Pre'fident: Havirig in, private letter§\ffo'm thence re- 
ceived a copy of the terms which have been mutually aflented to, we conclude a 
knowledge ofith'em Wilb'affoTd you fatisfadlion, and have the-ho-nour to tranfmir them 
to you a number in this packet. - - . _ 

We beg leave- to: congratulate- yovT.oman .event- which:, promifes - lb‘ favourable’ a 
p.rofpeftvofreducingiHyder Ally,, and; efFe^ialiy/ecurlng your pofleffions on the Goaft:.-; 
^he - rebel thusrdeferted'; by^the Subah, -difturbed. byf ,the/M'aharattas,,'.and: threatened^ 
with the lofs of his pofl'effions on the Malabar Coaft, by a confiderable detac.hment ■ 
of-you'r forcesy which';the- gentlemen of Bpm'bay:h{ive"deft;ined-for' that feryice, muft 
foon fall'a^ facrifice to -his' ambitious projefts.y . and his niin- will, we hop,e,.eftablifti'’ 
a iafting peace, and tranquility- in the Carnaticjf .-and fix your poffeffipns on -a perma--, 
ncnt-and folid bafis.- . , - , . .^ .• , . . ; f . - ■ . ■ . , 

.The demands- made ouxis from;the-P,fefidency: of Madrafsy for the fupport of the, 
war,. amount -to. 2d tlackspf rupees.-,. We have deterininedtorfupp.ly- them withrf li-:, 
lacks-from ,your-,treafury., and-have defired them-to appropriate three lacks for thar 
ufe from the fumS'We have remitted thither,-.for the fervice ofryour-Ghina inveftment. ■ 
They; will, by . fuch-meansy.b.e furnilhed with-.apdmmediate fuppiy'of \\ ,,15 lacks- of - 
rupeesy to' enable theni-;to - profecute thewatagainft H3?der Ally. ; • and -we ha Ve -pro-- 
mifed them a farther rfum-of §; five lacks- earb^-'in .September, Ihould they require it.- 
The great d'emands vffiich have: been made on. this' Pjefidency for lupplies of mo-, 
ney from every. quarter, h'ave-.reduced yoUr treafury to a’yeryflow, ftate,. and-alarm-^us - 

* 250,000/. t 150,000/. J 11 187,50b/. § 62,500/. 

Nizam Ally, Subah of the D eccan. 
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for the confequences -which . mtift;ineyitably attend {uch a -vaft 'expoitation-fr<^ this 
c6iihtr3\ We are apprehenfiye that the very great .fcarcity of- .filver mull affedt your 
iaveftment .for. the enfuing feafon, as -it is with the utixioll difficulty we .now procure 

fufficient, for the immediate neceliary; advances for, that ^purpofe. , ■,■<>■> ’■ 

We have fo -frequently reprefented to you thejfatal iconfeqliences with .which we 
are threatened, by ; the great exportation of filv.er rfforti.,’ hence, that- we are eperfuaded 
you will leave no mealures uneffedted -to .relieve: us "from .our-. approaching diftrefsful 
ftate.' " ‘ , ' . ' ■ ■ ' . ' 

.It.is with. great concern wciobferveffio great .a-part-of our iLproceedings ffilled with 
difagreeable altercations, between Golonel Smith ;and the '.Seledt- Committee. We wiffi 
to preferve that harmony and unanimity which .has :fo long fubfifted tbetween the 
members of this Board, as we are fenfible .ffich.a.cpnduft.alone.can tend;to the eprof- 
perity.of your affairs^ and to preferve .that degree, of fubordination .wffiich ds happily 
eftabliffied among' }''our fervants. In order, therefore, 'to .remove .every eaufe for 
future difeontent-between . us and' the Colonel, we.-hay.e very- fdlly ■pointed -opt to him 
the -authority which -we ^deem yefted ,by our.jlxQn.Qurable emplo.yers.in.us.and'in. our 
Preiident; end we doubt not .but fuch:a:,ftep ovUl ;be:pro,dudt'ive.of that ffiarmony .in 
future, which lye, are defirous , to effedt. , . ^ ^ 

A difference in opinion amongft us may ealily arife, and cannot .be deemed; a. crime 
in any -perfon ; but we wiffi to prefen’^e it -within proper limits, :as we can neyerjadmit 
any dngle member of our Board to adl independently, .and even without previoully 
confulting-us, in matters of -the greateft importance. As we entertain the .mod: fa- 
vourable fentiments of the merit and-abilities -of Colonel Smith, , we cheerfully. confent 
to refer the fubjedls of qur differences toyour impartial determination. 

We are forry it is not -in pur power to tranfmit you by this conveyance, tranllates 
of the Bengal accounts of the .Midnap.ore .an.d Jellafore colleftions, which .we.before 
advifed you had been fent us by Mr. George Yanfittart, .as they .are .very voluminous, 
and .require firft to be tranflated into the Perfian .language, and from thence into En- 
glifh, which our time will not admit of. The abftradts, -however, now wait on you 
number .in the packet, certified by our -iSepretarycto be true copies. of. the original 
papers, tranfmitted from Midnapore. 

We have the pleafure to tranfmit you Mr. Sykes’s correfpohdence with ithe Ze- 
mindars, and other officers of -the government ; the broken fett of our proceedings 
dnee the lad difpatch, .and other papers .as by the accompanying lift. 

We haye .the hpno.ur to be, 8cc. 

H. VERELST, J.iCARXIER, R. BECHER, C. FFLOYER. 


No. XVI. 

To the Honourable the Court of DireBors, '&c. 


H/O .N. "SlKS, 


Fort 'William, April jo, 17-68, 


date the 24th March addrefs -by the Admiral -Pococke, under ' 

redlion and to tnnrmii- ’ ^ in your affairs under , qur di-’ 

duplicam of thofe'advirpQ ° ^ proceedings down to that period of time ; < 3 . 

plicate , ot tiiole advices now waits on 3^11 a number in this packet. ' 
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'W« have' been favoured with your commands bearing dates the sotli November 
1767, the latlv January, and i6rh March 1768, by the fcvcn\l fliips of this fcafdn' 
to which you . may be afilired all due obedience fliall be paid, unlcfs a deviation from 
any ])art of them may be deemed tnoft conducive to your iittcrcd. Scn/iblcof the 
important truH; repofed in the Selcdl .Gommiitcc, their warmed endeavours liavc been 
exerted to uphold the influence you have happily acquired ,• and to fecurc upon the 
mod permanent foundation, your 'great and valuable pofiemons in lliefe- provincc.9.. 
We are happy to jicrccivc the fuceefs with which their labours have been crowned; 
has ■ rendered it unnccciTary for' you to continue to us thofc fiipcrintcnding powers: 
with which- they have heretofore been vcdccl. The conchuUng of treaties, di/burfe- 
nicnts of money, and the fupreme' power over your military; will therefore in future, 
be concluded by your Prefident and Cthnicil ; and we fliall continue in the manage-, 
ment of your political concerns, and the colledion of the Dcwaiiny revenues, within 
the limitation preferibed by your late orders. ... 

The Prefident and Council having referred to Us the 55, 5(5, and' 58' paragraphs oF 
3mur letter to'Thcm, of the 20th November 1767, we forwarded the fame to the. rc- 
fident at the Durbar, -W’ith difedtionsito tranfmit to us all bis-accounts of the revenues, 
adjuded to the 3 id July, in time, if pofllblc to be laid before that Board, and.fcnt you. 
by this o'pportiinity. ■ ' ’ ' 

The. 235 2d, 30,' 31, and 32 paragrajdis of your commands to us, dated i6tk 
March, have likewifc been font to Mr. Sykes. We have dircftccl him- to reprefent. 
to the miniders- the impropriety of their holding lands under' the country, government;’ 
and chat it is. exp edted they -will difeontinue that' pradticc ih future.;. ^ We. dircdlcct 
him alfo to draw- out an :account of the charges of colleftions in the' Dacca province,, 
and an account of alf difburfements whatfoever; which have caufecbdedudlrions from, 
the annual amount of its revenues ; which, when tranfmitted to us; fhall be for-- 
warded for your particular, information. 

- We have recommended to him to obt.ain information from- tlie miniders,- ,b6w, far 
the introduftion of our laws of - inheritance, - which you 'have been' plcafcd to> point 
out to us, may aftc<a the claims of the country government over. the..uatura.V rights 
of the native. . • • ' ’ . 

• The Poonah was' held at Murihed-abad, witlv th'c ufiial forms -and' foleirmity, the 
14th May lad;, the Prefident being unable to affid thereat in perfpri, .by; rcafon of Kis^ 
ill date of health, Mr. Cartier proceeded' . up touhe city on that occadon, -.and offi- 
ciated in his dead. The edimate then formed of the revenues, to_ be , collected im 
the. prefent 3^ear, is entered upon' the- face' of our proceedings, which we have the- 
honour to tranfmit by this conveyance; and we beg leave to refer to the letters ad-- 
dreffed jointly from Medrs.. Cartier and'. 'Sykes,', for a particular ■ explanation of the.; 
manner in which the datement is formed.. 

Thofe gentlemen deferred the holding of the Poonah as long as. it could' prudently- 
be done, without endangering the current collsdtions, in order to bring in as much., 
as poffible- of the outdanding ballances of lad year. They are as fmall as we could 
reafonably expeft.;- and. have, arifen from, the rcm'arkablc inundation of lad feafon,. 
-and other cafualties, unavoidable in the collection of revenues in a country of fucli; 
vaft extent.. Yon. will be plcafed to obferve, that among the ballances incurred, is. 
one lack * of rupees, occafioned by a deficiency in the revenues of Dinageporc ; • not- . 
withdanding Mr. Sykes- aflurcs u5, 'he' lias paid the greated attention to the collections 
of that province,. -from a- fufpicion of many frudulent practices- having been com- , 
mitted there by the- Zemindars and other officers of the government, and the very 
oppreffive meafures they have purfued towards the farmers of , thole lands. Every 
poffible endeavour has been ufed in obtaining, the ballance from the. late collector of • 
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that province. He at firft feemed willing to pay that fum ; but at laigth abfolutely 
refufcd, unlels he was-reinftated'in the management of Ruhgpore and Dinagepore, and 
permitted to take thofe countries on his own terms.: So inlblent a rerafah and a pro- 
'pofal fo injurious to your intereft, induced the minifters to difmirs him from ms 
emplo}auent ,* and we are exerting our utmoft endeavours to recover the ballance 

' Mr. Rooke is, for the, prefent, at Dinagepore, in order to convey fucK informa- 
tions to the_refident at the Durbar as he may obtain, of the mal-praQ:ices purfued by 
the officers entrufted with the management of the collections in that province : but we 
have ftriCtly forbid that he interferes in any degree whatfoever ivith the country, 
government ; .and we ha,ve direCted that he remain no longer than is abfolutely ne- 
ceffary for that feryice. 

The accounts of Meerza Gofltm, the late Fouzdar of Houghly, are frill under 
the examination of the minifters. Frauds have already been difcovered therein, . to the- 
amount of 120,006 rupees ; of which fum, -f* 100,000 rupees have been recovered 
into the treafury at Murlhed-abad. 

Mr. Sykes has reprefented to us the inconvetiience he mufti labour under in tranlaft- 
ing the bufinefs of the Durbar, from the Council’s having appropriated Midnapore- 
houfe to -the ufe of the chief at Coflimbazar ; which place he has for fome time pafr: 
made his principal refidence, by realbn of the unhealthy lituation of Mooty-jeel.. We 
could not, .with the leaft. degree of delicacy to that Board, take this matter again 
into' conftderatio'n ; and he was therefore jold it lliould be referred to the deeifioit 
of you, our honourable employers. ' < 

The Bahar colleCbions have this year been nearly adequate to the preceding. Mr.. 
Rumbold advifes us, that the revenues being almoft collected, he propofes making, 
a tour, through , that .province, accompanied by Rajah Seetabroy, and to fettle the- 
Bundabuft: for the enfuing year, from which tour we flatter onrfelves that we flialL 
acquire a triore exaCt knowledge of the ftate of that province. 

The Nabob, jSujah a.l Doivlah, having; complained in his letters' to the, Prefident oF 
the mifeonduft' of Gomafrahs trading in his dommions under the fanCtion- .of the 
Englifli name, we did hot hefitate to give him an early proof of our regard' to his: 
reprefentations.j and accordingly came to a refolution of prohibiting all your fer- 
vants, as well as other Europeans refiding under your direction,, from carr3'ing any 
trade, direCtly or indireClIy, beyond the provinces, after a certain time limited for the 
adjuftment of their outftanding concerns, under pain of confifeation of his goods, and 
diimiflion from your fervice, if a covenanted fervant ; and if a free merchant, or 
other European, th^timmediate lofs of your protection. Such orders have been iflued, 
and fuch precautions taken in the polling of officers at the different ftations on the- 
rivers, as have enforced this regulation in the moft effectual manner. 

Hwing on all occafions moft; religioufry fulfilled the articles oF our treaty with; 
the Atizier, we entertained hbpes that our attachment to his interefts would difpeh 
every fufpicion, which his jealoufy of our fuperior influence might probably have 
created in his breaft ; but fo far front having produced that happy effeCt, we have 
too much rcafon to believe that , his unbounded ambition will make him regard us 
rather as. his nyals_ for power, than his fready friends ; and that his attachment to us. 
proceeds from his inability to deprive us of that reputation we have eftablifhed in an 

empire, in which he and his- family have borne the- moft exalted ftations in the 
royal ho'jle. 

The Nivbob continues to be extremely folicitous to- be invefted with the full au- 
tnonty of Vizier, and to enter upon the functions of that office. TheKing is equally 
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uvcUc 1,0 the Nabob' 
uoEninn! Our 

rc'Ut.tti()!t«; have tun b 

]mvoy^ imiU-r, ttnd the enmity luhnaing heuveen thetu, will/ we ’:u.i>rchcnd,\,.v,^ 
an jnfUj’rrnble, bar toilieir rci:oni;i[intit)n. 

\^ c cannm bm with cnttcym obi'Vrvc, that our rcnfliucnt*; with re[!;ar(l to .Suj:!]i ?.\ 
Powlah s cmtdud y/eat.ly tiider (roju thofe we hud ilte !>onour to tranftuit to you by 
the (hips jOi lad feadin. h^vent'; finrc that jierituh will, we dnultt not, junity tiu; 
,chuup,c ,: ntubiuakc it a ,<hi(y itunuuhcni on u% a^ xvc rty,ard the welfare of the Co:n- 
pany, to adopt; every prudent mvaCurc for cvadlnp, the blow it in not impoOiblc he 
anay be inetlitating npiii’.d tlu-ir vaUtablc polfenions in rhefe iirovinces. \Vhen we 
co'i'ifidcred lire very rapul pr()j'rol*i b.e itan lately made in his levies of troops; his cx- 
iraotdiiyavy vls»ilaiu;c in the (bl'eipline ot lun army; the reports v/hich we have received 
of his invitiuj!; auxiliaries into his ferviev, at a time when perfect traiujuiliiy feemed 
to reign througltovit ilu: empire ; tlic connecllons lie in formitiji; with dlficrcnt powers ; 
the ciUibliniing a fouiuiery, which has already fupjilicd him with a quantity of can- 
•tion for field fervice ; nnd his ama'/,ing isnpoivcmetu in tiic making of fmall arms, 
•which are by no means inferior in <iuaiity to the very bed expoacd to India : nil 
;thefc were circumdances which nnturally dctnatulcd our mod ferlous attention, and 
compelled us to rcfolvc upon lofing as little lime as pofliblc in arriving to fomc de- 
gree .of certainty with rcgaril to his future dedjtns. 

As previous d(;p,s towards the freurity pf your brigade dationed at Allahabad, we 
immediately came to a refoiution of cdablidiing a magazine of provifions in that 
fort for tlu'ir;mnintonnncc, and on fending up a fupply of ten Jacks of rujiccs for 
•their fubfidcncc, as foon as the date of the Murihed-abad or Patna ircafury flioultl 
enable us to appropriate fo .large a futii for titat purpofe. 

Senfiblc.of the vad importance of the fort of Chunar to Sujah al Dowlnh, in cafe 
he dioukl come to an Ojnn nqiturc with us, we have dirofted Colonel Barker to re- 
inforce the garrifon we have at prefent therein, iliouUl he have rcafon to judge fuch a 
;dep ncccdary from the future operations of the Nabob. It is a matter that requires 
itlic uimod delicacy, and ns fuch we have recommended it to the Colonel : who, we 
nrc jicrfuadcd, w'ill take every precaution in ededing it, diould it become ncccdary. 

The next and mod imiiortant mcafurc adojned, was the appointment of a dc- 
;]nitaiion to proceed to Allahabad, to reprefent to Sujah al DowJah, in jicrfon, the 
iufpicions w'hich hi.s iatexondud has created ; nnd to cnde.avour, by a candid invedi- 
garion of fads and friendly argument, to convince him of the inviolable faith with 
.w:hich we have on our parts, adhered to the treaty; and’ require his reafons for fo con- 
dderable an augmentation of his force, at a time when even the mod remote danger 
to his pofTcdions was not to be apprehended; and that we have taken this tncthoii of 
communicating to him our fentiments, which we hope will convince liim of the fin- 
ccrity of our iattachment, and our earned dcfirc of continuing the frienddtip which 
lias fubfidcd fmcc the treaty. But if, contrary to our mod carncfl widics, he fhould 
be deaf to every rcmondrancc of this nature, the depuration is then empowered to 
requed his maiefty svill order the immediate redudion of Ids force, as a flop clTentially 
ncccifary for liis liifcry and our own, and to acquaint the Vizier that we arc deter- 
niincd .to enforce an obedience to the orders of his royal madcr ; dnee we hold it ab- 
iblutely .and .indifp.cnhbly ni cedary to jwevent any one neighbouring power acquiring 
fuch degree of ftrength or power, as may enable him to didurb the general tran- 
quility .of the empire. This mcafurc will not, however, be purfued, until every per- 
fuafi.vc argument .is become of no efled. • 
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... THe more effe(ftiially to fucceed in. our negociatibni when. the rainy ieaTon'ftall be 
paft, we intend to diredt the fccond brigade to march to' the Caramnaua. e are’ 
of opinion that when the Nabob perceives our fixed determination to bring rhis) 
matter to an iflTue, it will make him reflea ferioufly on the impropriety, not to fay 

folly, of his' condua. ' • • i n. v 

The Prefident moft readily tendered his fcrviccs on this occafion, notwithltancling, 

his ill’flate of health for Tome time paft ; but the Selca Gommittec not deeming it 
neceffary to put him to the inconvenience of undertaking fo long a Journey, ap- 
pointed Mr. Carrier and Colonel Smith two members of the deputation, and ap- 
plied to the Council for the nomination of Mr. RuflTcl as a third ; for there being only 
three remaining members of the Selca Corhmittec (the number you' have direaed 
conftantly to be on the fpot to tranfaa the bufinefs of this' department) another 
member from our Board could not with propriety be font. Thofe three gentlemen', 
will accordingly proceed up the countr)* as foon as the Valentine’s diljjatchcs fliall be 
clofed. The inllruaions with which they arc furniflied will plainly evince our car- 
neft defire of prefer\'ing the peace inviolate, and to accommodate matters with tlier: 
Vizier on the moft friendly terms; and we. are perfu'adcd' that the gentlemen, to' 
whom we entruft this important negociation, will exert their zealous endeavours to 
accomplifli the wiflies of your Selea Committee, and to fix the general tranquility" 
on- a permanent bafis. 

Be aflured, gentlemen, it is'with the utmoft reluaance that we find ourfelve’s re-' 
duced to the necelEty of making hoftile preparations againft any power of Hindo- 
ftan ; but more particularly againft a prince,, whofe attachment and fidelity to our 
caufe we have attempted to engage by every friendly office in our power. The.’ 
fecurity of your territorial pofleffions call aloud for thefc meafures ; and we fliould be- 
wanting in duty and fidelity to the valuable taift repofed in us, if we remained inat- 
tentive, whilft fo refpeftable a power is daily increafing. Our refolutions upon this' 
important point have not been the work of an hour, they have' refulted ' from: . 
repeated and mature deliberations. To ’them, , therefore, as they ftand recorded upon 
the face of our proceedings, wc beg leave to refer you ; and we hope the' meafures’ 
deemed neceffary to be purfued will have the honour of your approbation. 

From the abovementioned circumftances you will no 'doubt perceive the irnprafti- 
cability of removing the third brigade from its ftation at Allahabad, which has con- 
tinued there at 'the particular ' requifition of the King and' Sujah al Dowlah. We 
muft, on this occafion,. exprefs our great aftonifhment at the pofitive orders you have' 
lately fent:us,' for withdrawing that brigade, under pain of being rendered refponfiblc 
for all the confequences whieh may enfue from its continuance. Such an abfolute- 
reftridtion, without permitting us upon the fpot to judge how far from time and cir- • 
cumftances fiy:h a meafure may be purfued, muft, we apprehend, on fome ' future 
occafion be produdtive of the utmoft evil' confcquence to your affairs; In the pr'e- ■ 
fent cafe for Jnftance,' did we not regard ydur interefts above every other confidera- 
tion, you might poffibl}^,. by an immediate execution of your orders, be reduced, in' 
the fpace of a few weeks,, from the moft flourifhing fituatidn to the loweft' diftrefsi ■ 
Sujah al Dowlah would then have the King at his mercy,, and might obtain ;that 
right to your pofleffions; , by which you now hold them. He would then ha-i-e. no' 
curb on his ambition ; and being thus left at large to purfue his hoftile intentions,:- 
might,, with eafcj enter thefe province^ with a" numerous body of cavalry, harrafs-' 
your troops, without putting it in their' pow^er to bring . him to an adtioh'; and de- 
ftroy thofe very countries froi-h which you receive fuchimmenfe revenues; but as 
our army is now ftationed, the third brigade is a check on all our neighbours, and 
more particularly on the Vizier. ® 

■VVe 
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We arc alfd concerned to find that' our rcfolution, on the approach of • Abclah 
Ja^ to raifc a body of Mogul horfc, docs not meet with your approbation. Wc 
•came to this refolution in confequence of Colonel Smith’s reprefentations of the ab- 
folute neceffity of entertaining. a corps of cavalry, .lliould there be a prbfpea of real 
fervice. We judged it indifpcnfibly ncccfiary to give the Colonel , this • power; at 
the Tame time we ftrongly recommended to him not to make levies, unlefs die htu- 
•ation of affairs flrould abfolutcly require it.. You w'ill find that our recommendation' 
had all the effedt we could dcfire ; fincc on the rumour of Abdalla’s return, the. 
fervice did not require that you fliould incur the leaft unncceffary expcncc, nor was 
■a fingle hdrfeman entertained; ’ ' . . . . 

But we are obliged to enlarge on this fubjedt from the prefent fituation of your affairs. 
It never will be our intention, in any cafe whatfoever, to raife a body of horfe fo nu-' 
merous as to oppofe the thoufands of cavalry that may be brought againft us ; but 
we cannot conceive it tvould be warrantable to rifle not only the perfons of your 
commanders in chief, :and principal officers of your army, but perhaps fuch convoys 
on- the fate of which the fuccefs of our operations might folely depend, to the very 
preca.rious fidelity of the. troops of another power. .You have only three hundred 
horfe in your pay; a number by no means fufficient for the orclihafy guards and pa-' 
troles of, the camp. •Without cavalry it would.be impoflible for your officers to 
•condudt their operations ; fince they could not at any time reconnoitre the enemy’s, 
fituatiori,* without marching a large corps of infantry for .a covering . party ; and 
making this a common. pradfice, would harrafs your army beyond 'meafurc. The fe-’, 
curing of convoys is a point of .too much importance. to truft to any other troops than 
thofe in your own pay. In fiiort, it feems the opinion of all the principal officers of 
the army,- that in time of fervice a fmall body of cavalry is indifpcnfibly ncceflary. 
However, you may reft perfedtly affured, that on this, as well ^as all your other or- 
ders, wc fiiair never depart from the fyftem you have preferibed, unlefs the fervice 
fliould abfolutcly require it ;.'and then xve .fliallobfervc.the greateft ceconomy. 

' Colonel Barker informs; us -that Abdalla ;is making preparations for . marching . 
again towards Hindoftan. -That he left Cabool in May laft, and joined'. his army, ' 
which had taken the field ; and that a part of it, reinforced by the neighbouring/ 
powers, is riiarchlng towards Gaflimeer, Multan, and Lahore ; but we do not find 
this intelligence- con-firmed by la ter advices.. . . . r, p 

■ Jewhar Sing, thexhiefof the Jauts, w-as afTaffinated on July laft,- by an unknown' 
hand^ We do not hear that his death has caufed any great commotions, his bro-' 
thcr,' Row Rutten Sing, ■ having fucceeded hirii without oppofition ; ■ and has wrote ' 
to our Prefident, -expreffing his hopes of the continuance of that friendftiip,. towards 
hirh, as fubfifted with his predeceflbr.. . The Nabob Sujah al Dowlah is preparing to 
march his army to the affiftance of Achmed Cawn Bungiffi, one of^the .Rohilla - 
ohiefs, as he intimates,- at his particular requifition. • , ■ 

By letters from the fecret department at Fort St. George, we obferve they are pur- 
fuing with vigour their - operations againft Hyder Ally. The main body of their 
army, joined by a detachment of Colonel Campbell, are encamped within twenty-* 
,fix^e. miles of Benguldu ; a ftrong fortrefs, on which the rebel places great . depend^ 
ence, having fubdued the feveral forts laying between their army and their own gar-r 
rifons. Hyder Ally is alfo encamped near that .place with his whole force, confifting ■ 
of eleven thoufand cavalry and infantry, -and determined it feems to defend it to the. 
laft extremity. ' The fiege we doubt. not is e’er now commenced ; ai^ as the extirpa- ; 
■ tion of Hyder Ally will greatly depend -on the fuccefs of jmur arms in that enterprize, 
xj,’e fhall remain in a ftate of anxiety, waiting for the iffuc. 
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The grest nuinber of cannon, and ftores they' have accjuainted us is neccffary to 
^enable thetn to catty on the fiege, has induced us to refolve on fending thern a fup- 
ply of fliot by the fitfl conveyance which ofFets fot the Coaft ; and as they flill con- 
-tinue to reptefent to us theit urgent occafions for money, we fhall alfo embrace 
•the fame opportunity to fend them as ample a fupply as the ftate of our treafut}’’ will 

admit of. , ■ , 1 1 , 1 j 

• The detachment under Colonel Peach in the Deccan has . . been lately employed 

againft Narraindoo, and the other refradtory Zemindars of the Chicacole' Sircar. 
He has poffefled himfelf of a fort belonging to the former, which was evacuated on 
his making a pradticable breach ; and he, with his feattered army, is retired to his 
ftrong holds among the mountains. The Colonel is at prefcnt at Kimedy ; ^ and the. 
gentlemen at Madrafs^ upon a rumour of Nizam Ally’s difaffedtion to their caufe, 
have thought it neceflary to keep that detachment, either to remain as a check over 
the 'rebellious oondudt of the Zemindars, . or for the -prefervation of .the Sircars, 
fliould the Subah attempt any hoflile meafures' againfl them. , 

• The Pre-hdent and Council at Bombay, at the requeft of the Madrafs Prefidency, 
fitted out an armament, confiding of three Ihips, many fmall vefi'els and boats, with- 
five hundred Europeans, and eight hundred Sepoys, againfl Plyder Ally’s poffeffions 
on the Malabar cpafl, which they reduced on the firfl of March, together with the 
greatefl part of his fleet. The rapid fuccelTes of this armament would have been 

. attended with the greatefl confequences, in flipport of the meafures purfued by your 
army on the Coafl, had they been permanent. But the return of Major Gowin and 
Mr. Watfon to Bombay foon after, with a principal part of their marine force and 
feme Europeans, on account of the approaching rainy feafon, encouraged Hyder Ally 
to march a great part of his forces to Mangalore in perfon, with which he threatened 
the re-capture of this important fettlement. The msgor part of the garrifon, tho’ 
Confiderable in flrength, flruck with a panic at his approach, inflead of making re- 
fiftanceas foldiers, mofl fcandaloufly abandoned their poll, and retired to Tillicherry, 
and the remainder fuffered themfclves to be taken prifoners in the fort, with all 
their ammunition and warlike flores.' Thus was the M)'forean reflored on a fudden 
to thofe.. valuable poffeffions, which the lofs of mufl have greatly difeoncerted him in 
his military operations on the Coafl. An event highly favourable to his caufe, as 
the neighbouring powers may poffibly be imprelfed with an idea -of his fuperior 
fkill and courage, and -will hardly now be prevailed upon to join our arms againfl 
him. 

- Their defeat, and the Ioffes incurred by that expedition, have reduced the garrifon 
at Bombay fo very confiderably, as to difable them from attempting a fecond^ enter- 
prize, unlcfs reinforced from your other fettlcraents. They have reprefented this 
matter very fully- to the Prefidency at Madrafs, and requefled of them to ajqdy to us 
for affiflance, fhould they be unable to afford them any from thence. On any fiich ap- 
plication being made to us, we flrall readily grant them every affillance that will be 
compatible mth our own fituationi 

The Prefident and Council having determined on not returning the fhip Admiral 
\l^adbn'to Europe, ive thought it mofl advifeable to fend her round to Bombay 
whither fee will '-prove an additional force to their marine, fhould they attempt a fe- 
cond, cnterprize againfl Hyder Ally, and if not wanted, for fuch fervice, fee might 
either be difpofed of there to equal advantage as at this port, or fent round to Madrafs 
v/idi a cargo of cotton, to affifl that Prefidency in the remittances for their China in- 
veflment. For this purpofe \ye recommended to the Council their ordering the necefe 
fary repairs to be made to her, and fhe is now under difpatch. 

“ L _ ' The 
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The French at Chandernagore having of late taken up large fums. of monev in filver, 
Ipecie, and tranfmitted the fame to Pondicheny, vye were apprehehfive that fuch a> 
proceeding mnft be productive of dangerous confeqnences to, this country, unlefs a 
' flop was- put to it in future, and therefore recommended to the miniflers of the <^ 0 - 
vernment to prohibit all exportation of filverfrom thefe provinces> and to impofe fuclr 
penalty on difobedience as they might think proper. And it being alfo neceffary to 
reprefent to his majelly the many evils arilirig from the very fmall quantity of filver 
imported for fome time j)aft by .the French, Dutch, and other European nations-into 
his dominions, we earneftly. entreated him to fend fuch orders on this fubjeCb> to the '.. 
Subah-dar of thefe provinces, as he might judge molt expedient for the eafe and haopi- 
nefs of his fubjedts. ■ . , , 

We, have kept in remembrance the orders you were pleafed.to fend to’ the Prefident 
and Council, for tranfmitting to you fuch intelligence, as. they jnay be;able to obtain 
of the French nation at the iflands. ' We, are feeking an intelligent perfon to fend’ 
thither, under a pretence which, may give the lead caufe for fufpicion of our defigns.;:' 
and from thence to proceed to England, in .order to communicate to you the difeo- 
veries he may have made. Many difficuldes occur-to vis in the.profecutionmf fuch a 
fcheme, but none greater than the fixing upon a proper perfon for the ’occafipn; if 
we fucceed in that,, you may be affured of our readinefs to, carry jour brders into 
execution. ■ . . ’ ' 

When we confider the very. large fums of money with- .which.the; French, agents at 
Chandernagore have already been fupplied from Calcutta,, for bills granted.’on their 
Company in France; the 'draughts made ■ this- feafon on individuals, at this fettlement, 
to the amount of ^ thirty dacks of rupees, payable to the Council at! Chandernagore^ 
and others on Madrafs for -ften lacks, payable to, their agents at- Pondicherry ;, we 
are very ftrongly. induced to fufpedt they are . referving a fund in India for fome future, 
occafion, it being well -known, they are already amply fupplied for. carrying on their 
inveftments of this year. ^ ^ - 

We are alfo apprifed' of ten fiiips being deftined from France:this. feafo», feveri of 
which the French intimate are to .be fold, and to. remain, in India. That they, have 
already about four rhoufand of his mod: Chriftiah majefty’s troops at the iflands; and 
k cannot .admit a- doubt but that many of thofe veffels are taken up for the.tranfporta- 
tion of a further number. , So alarming a force, 'at a place from whence it is- difficult 
to procure the leaft information of their defigns, has induced , us to have a vigilant eye 
over our fortifications, which have been almoft intirely put a flop to,' from the want 
of artificers and materials ; we ’ have recommended to the. Council ,to prohibit all pri- 
vate buildings and repairs being carried on in Calcutta, or its environs, after the firft' of 
November next, in order that no fumre impediments may be met.witli in putting the 

new fort in a pofture of defence as expedkioufly as pofllble. • . 

• It requires no great depth of judgment' to forfec,, that.the aflembling fuch a num- 
ber of forces at the French iflands, cab bode no, good to, your fettlements in India. 
Nor arc we without our apprehenfions, that whenever the French are in a condition to 
cope with our nation 'in Europe, they, will make fome attempt in India ; and even this 
may happen, previous to a 'declaration of war. And as from the fituationt)f the iflands; 
they arc folc’ mailers of their own time of operations ; it is more than, probable, tliat 
the firft intelligence of their intention will be the appearance' of a French' fleet in 'Bal- 

laforc road. „ 

■ AsWe judged it moil advantageous to have gun carnages, as well as aU wood and 
iron work required for the fervke of the new fort, conftruaed by contraa:;_ we 're- 
ceived propofals from three fubftantial perfons refiding in .Calcutta, and deepjing rca- 
^ ^ fonable' 
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•fonable the terms they offered, tve direfted the Committee of works to enter into 

• contrafts with them accordingly ; and we flrall be careful to have this rvork mlpeftcc , 
that it may be executed in the fmongeft and heft manner. The cxpcnce of materials 
will be thereby reduced to a degree of certainty, and we hope greatly dminnillica. 

• It is with great concern we acquaint you, that differences of opinion have anien 
between thePrefidcnt and Colonel Smith ; but as they are in general of fuch a nature 
as fall more particularly under your cognizance, and ftand fully recorded upon our 
proceedings, we beg leave to refer them to yoiir dcchion. 

“ The Colonel, upon his refuming his feat at our Board, expreffed his aftorufirment 
at a minute delivered in by thePrcfidcnt, on the 10th February laft, wherein he flood 
accufed of having countcradled the meafuves purfued by the Prefidcnt in the courfc 
of his countr}^ correfpondence, and perceived that the fame had been tranfmkted to 
you without his previous knowledge. . The afturanccs he then gave us of his igno- 
rance of the tranfadlion, which gave caufe for ftich an accufatlon, was fo entirely fa- 
tisfadlory to us, that we not only condemn the falfe and ill-natured reprefentation of 
Munneer al Dowlah to the Prcfident on this dccafion, but' arc under much corieern 
left our opinions thereupon, which were tranfmkted to you by the Admiral Pocockc, 
Ihould induce you to entertain fentiments unfavourable to the Colonel ; and it is with 
pleafnrewe embrace this early opportunity. to affure you, that fo far from entertaining 
fuch an idea to his prejudice, we can with the utmoft confidence affirm, that he -has 
convinced us of his earneft defire to co-operatc with us, in any tranfadlion that may 
redound to your honour and intereft. 

We hope, and have reafon to flatter ourfclves, that, in future, deliberations will 
•be conduced with that harmony fo defirable to ourfclves as individuals, and fo highly 
effendal for the well governing of your affairs. 

Colonel Smith having expreffed his ftrong defire of returning to Europe by one of 
the early fhips of this feafon, w'c reprefented to him, that his prcfcncc w’as ncceffary 
tintik the ifliie of our negotiations w’ith Sujah al 'Dorvlah was knOwn. On this repre- 
fentadon he chearfully aflented to proceed up the country as one of the members of 
the deputation. . . But as he has requefted you flrould be informed of his intention to 
refign his commiffion as foon as your affairs will permit, we deemed it neceffavy to give 
you this information, and at the fame time take the liberty of, recommending, in the 
ilrongeft manner, Colonel Sir Robert Barker to your favour ; and’, we hope that fo 
many years dkiinguifiied fervices, his general good charadcr, his abilities as an of- 
•ficer, ' and his attachment to your fcrvice, will induce you to confirm him in the ap- 
pointment of the command of your forces, after Colonel Smith’s departure. 

. We have, as yet, received no more than feven hundred recruits this feafon from 
Europe, of the number deftined for this fettlement, notwithftanding all your Coaft- 
and-Bay ffiips are^ fafely imported. "V^^e muft fuppofe that the remainder are on the 
Bombay ffiips which you have ordered to touch at Madrafs, and have therefore re.- 
quefted yf the gentlemen there to forward them to us by the firft opportunities after 
their arrival ; as, without them, it will be impoffible to form your military eftabliftiment 
in the manner you have been plcafed to diredl. 

_ You will perceive, by the treafury account tranfmkted to you by this conveyance 
from the Prefident and Council, that it is entirely out of our power to comply with 
your difcretional orders for fending five hundred thoufand pounds in fpecie to Europe 
® feafon. To the great fupplies we have furnlffied your Prefidencies 

of tort St. George and Bombay,your fupercargoes at Canton, and to the confiderable 
increafe of your mveftment here, muft be imputed the very low ftate of your trea- 
lury. Experience confirms us in the fentiments w^e have repeatedly expreffed to you 
concerning the exportation of .bullion from thofe provinces, and it becomes a matter 
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of ftill more important confideration, as foreign, nations,' who were accuftomed to inv- 
port fuch large quantities of bullion for the purchafe of their cargoes for Eurone,. 
are no longer under that neceffity; fince by bills from, and by draughts , on Europe 
they obtain an ample fufficiency for all their occafions.. And here wc> cannot but re- . 
mark, that the very great reduction you have been pleafed to make . in. the rate .of ex- ■- 
change, will undoubtedly contribute to . the .prolongation of this .evil.; , ' ' • 

•, , We have the honour to tranfmit j’-qu a number in this packet, a tranflation of the • 
account colleftions in the province of Midnapore and. Jcllaforc/ in conformity to 
your former direftions, attefte'd- by the Ma3'or j .together with- a return of the army;., 
the country correfpondcnce ; and the. broken fetts of our proceedings and letters, re- • 
ceived and fent lince the laft difpatch, for j^out particular information ; and have. the : 
honour to fubferibe ourfelves, with great refpe£t, See. . 

.H. VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, ,R. SMITH, ,R. BECHER. C. FFL.OYERi;. 

P.S.CoIonclSmith-fignstheforegoingletter* 
to the Honourable the Court of Diredlors, . 
with this refervation, that he does not in- . , ■ • 

tend thereby to contradidt any opinion-; . ■ 

that he has. already entered on record.... . 

■ ' :■ " "■ ' . ‘ ■ • No. XVIR' ’ . . 

To the. Honournhk. the Cotwt of: DtreS^orS) ' ' • ' ' i 

Hon. Sirs,. ■ Fort William, November 

No material occurrences.have happened 'in your • affairs here lince- the difpatch of" 
the 'Valentine,' when we had the honour to addrefs you under date the rijth Sept.’laft ; . 
duplicate and triplicate thereof now wait on you by did fliips-Verelfl and -Kent. 

" . MelTrs. Cartier,. Smith, and Ruffel, fet out for Allahabad,' on the bufinefs of the 
deputation, foon' after die. departure of the 'Valentine ; and 'we hope- are ere now ar- - 
rived, having left, Patna the yth inftant. . ' ' 

The important trull: repofed in them has made therii dc'lirbus oFacquiring, during 
the.courfe of their journe)'-, every poffible information of the Hate of affairs above ; . 
and the fame motive has 'urged us to give diem from. time to time* our unreferved >. 
■fenriments on fuch further raeafures as appeared to us necelfary for them to purhiej; , 
leaving :to them, however, upon the fpot, the power of carrying them into execii- - 
tion, cf.'otherwife, as they may judge moft conducive to the -good 'of your fei-vice. 
When we confidered that the principal difficulty they -may probably encounter wlii = 
be in perfuading the Nabob Sujah- al Dowlah to a reduftibn of his-fbree^; we re-^ 
commended to thofe gentlemen to confent to 'the Nabob’s retaining troops to thb 
number of ten thoufand infantry, and ten or twelve thoufand cavalry. From this 
force we can have nothing to apprehend'; and we think it will be fufficient to enable 
him to preferve that refpeft from the. neighbouring powers, which he has hitlibrto 
maintained. To a man of his ambitious nhd vain-glbvious' difpolitibn, there cannot 
be a greater difgrace, than the public knowledge of fuch a redudtion- muft neceF 
farily occafion. ' We have therefore fignified' to , the deputies that rye rthink fo mor- 
tifying, a circumftance may, be evaded, by their prevailing onbiiii to, make a tenoe^ 
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oftlie remainder. of his. troops as recruits -to your. brigades. Such.a meafure would 
prevent the eeneral odium he muft otherwife incur from tire feveral powers of Hin- 
■doftan, and,; inilcad-of it,, muft convince - them oft his. fteady . attachment to your 

.* V/e flatter.ourfelv.es, that matters will.bc- amicably fettled. with, the. Nabob, ,as it 
muft' evidhrtly tend to j'bur intcreft to preferyc:, ah' alliance ;with a perfon of his high 
llation and power in the empire. Nothing has. been oinitted on our parts to induce 
him to' participate of your.friendfliip but time alone will fliciv.how far. a -confidence 

may in future be placed in. him.. . , -i j , t. n.- 

We hav’c, on 'many occafions, moft carncftly folicited you to fend abroad the beft ' 
recruits you could procure for;ypur rhilltai'y.'cftablifiurients, fo much .depending there- - 
.bn, that it. is the moft'.circhtial'point of Tecurity .to your pofteffions.. We- therefore - 
'take: the liberty of ofiering it as our opinion, ' that your rccniiting. fervice can only be - 
.properly conduced, by officers of. .integrity, and c.^ericncc appointed for .that.- purpofe • 
iii England:; . who^ fenfiblc of the important .fcrviccs they may render to ' the.Gompany 
;by an .attchtix-c difeharge of their duty,. 'would chearfully.ernbrace' the. opportunity of ' 
recommending themfeives'. to- your fayour.,‘.by: providing. good:;and' ablcrbodied young ; 
men, whp.w.ould be bfrcal' fcivicc.'tp your aftnics-abroad ; ; and- tlin Ver}'; heayy expences 
annually incurred by yoti.bn this bccafion, would no, longer be ill beftowed,. It is .with , 
concern .we inform youj that Coionci Smith’ .hath- repotted your recruits of this feafon, 
,’in general,^ to be. very indiflerent, Of, thofc already arrived, there arc .barely .fufficient 
to form t.wo of.your regiiucnts, agreeably* to the regulations .you have been pleafed to 
.'prefcrib.e ; and they . are appointed .to . complete,, as nearly ■ as. pplKble, . the.^econd and 

Ithird' brigades,'.. , i * 

■ • A’.divifionbf .t:Iicfirft brigade -remains at Mohghcer ; '.and anotlVcr, under the- com*- 
mand of Colonel Joieph Peach, is ftill in thc^I)cccjxn;_ from whence -the gentlemen at 
Madr'afs have given us hopes they wiVlbc fpeecfily returned toils. * " 

] ■ It .is with , much concern we obferve, that., the. Seci;e|;. department at. .Fort St.. 
George ftill labour under .great inconvcnicncics from the want.of money .to, enable them 
.to purfue .their pperarions. \yith . that, yigaurj; which" tlicy deem eflentiaiiy'necefrary-for 
,the reduiftioii.ofjHyder Ally. They were, .even- apprehepfiye bf-being, driven to the - 
necelfity of appropriating to that ufe one hundred an, d -eighty thoufand rupees '^^of the 
fum then lying in-their-.treafury for the China inveftment,.' ■:'[ ,, 

As our .tf.eafury. was, at' that dine rcpleniflicd by- gold niohuVs.of the late . currency, , 
ivhich the.Prefidcnt: and .C.o'uucil had thought proper to recall therein, wefliipped oh 
.board, -the Adimral.Watfon'.and-thelPlaficy fehodnertb the amount, of eight lacks-f of 
rupees for that Pre{idenc3%’- This j -vvitlf three. lack's J..We Tent in the fiio'w Afia, which ivaa 
drove by ftrefs of weather into Pegu,' we hope, will prove a:feafonable fupply. We - 
alfo. fent them, , by the Admiral Watfon,. five thoufand .cighteen, and. three thoufand 
twentyTdur-:pounder fhot, and fliould at the^ fame, time -have fupplied them with the • 
article of gun-powder, ..which they have fince r.cquefted, .had . we . known they had 
.wanted it before that.fifip's departure.. We then, propbfed. to '.fend them two hundred • 
barrels in the Plafley fchboner ; blit- on confulting, with our,Mafter-attendant, it. was 

■judged that the- feafon„was,.too, far.advanced to. admit of her tiring detained on that 
account. , . ' 

• detained- at Madfafs Mr. Lewis Snfith,’ a’ cadet arrived there -this feafon 

in hqLutton, and -deftined. for -Bengal, as, he..was judged capable , of. rendering them . 
tn 'Thc gentlemen jnform us that it is their intention • 

to, requeft you , will be pleafed to fix him lipon that.'eftabliihmeht ; and-, we take .the 

' ' ' ' librity- 
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liberty of iccohimendin-r-liitn to you fur fhaipurpuf'e, a--, you liavc To Inncifomtly pro- 
Vuied ur. with ofheers in that torn:;. ' 
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Tcctivcd was intulbcicnt for t he purpofes yiui iiuciifled them ; and to rcqucil tl.cy v,'< 
fend round to us the remMnder a!, foon as they could be Tparii!. 

M'C cannot, in iunice. to VOU. our hononrali’f cmolnve^rs. nnd to fvrrv 


\yc cannot, in junice. pi. i'ou, our honourable employers, and to every individual 
vcfidini!; unflcr your govc'rmnenr in "ik-ngal, avoiii rcprcfeniing once more to you the 
extreme difirefs Winch this countr)’ is unhappily reduced to from a v.-nnt of filvcrfjictic. 
It is almoll beyond 'pnicep’inn, nndu-trb difficuliy will be credited but by rhofe who 
experience the ill efiVd'ts it daily produces. I'lie day is at length arrived which we fo 
early forefnw, and has brought wiiiv it that load of inconvcniencics which we have 
repeatedly apjiriv’xd you of. .This fctilcrncnr, for Tome month.s pad, has, in faeV, been 
in a (late of banknijitcv. 'Trade is totally put a flop to; and even the mod rcjiut.ablc 
bf'youV feiTahts can whb diliiculty j-iroeurc fdver fufliricnr for the jiaymcnr of their 
fervnht's wages. , 'i'o iliefe evils is added another, the more ferious, .as it precludes 
bven the, moll diflant jirofpcdl of the re-circulation of money; we mean the very 
confidcrablc draughts wliicli hav(’, this fenfon, been made on individuals from Europe, 
in favour of the French govenimcnr .ni Chandcrnagorc, and of which we had the 
Iionour to advjfcyou in our hid addrefs. There is now in Calcutta a ferv.ant of the 
iFrcnch Company, ivhli thofe very bills which arc nearly all liccomc pa)Mblc, receiving 
on that account every rupee which c.in pofTibly be nmafll-d by. individuals, and fending 
it to that fcttlcincnt.' Me has orders from his fiipcriors to accept of no Company’s 
bonds in part of paymctit, by ivhich it is apparent, that their intention is to take every 
advantage of our dillrcfs. 

■ Permit us alfo to refer you to the prefent date of your trcafiir}*. You will thereby 
perceive a total inability to difeharge many dims, which you arc indebted to indi- 
viduals for depofits in your cadi, as well as to idiie any part of the confider.ablc 
advances required for the fcmcc of every public department. We need not then 
•obfcn'c the .npparent danger ivhich thrc.atcns your invedment for the enfuing feafon, 
neither the favourable profpeds of our rivals the French, who, by having fo early 
w command of money, muit ncccffarily be enabled to make the more early advanccs. 

The Dutch, unwilling to ttud to the precarious rcfonrccs of an exhauding country, 
have, (iricc our lad advices, vcty jiidicioudy imported feme bullion to Bengal ; and 
though the dim may not exceed three lacks , yet it is of tlicgrcatcd utility to the for- 
warding their invedment. 

You may be convinced, that the vrdiic of your territorial acquifitions have not been 
decrcafing, fmcc the colledtions arc now greater than they ever have been lince your 
invcftitureof thcDewanny. But be alfurcd, that the ^nefits arifing from them mud 
•be of llioit duration, wliild; a fcarcity of Tpccic prevails as at prefent, and is daily 
'exhauding. ' Y'oii mud cieped, unlcfs the evil is fpeedily removed, to colled your 
tevenucs in the commodities produced in the country, without having a profped of 
vending them at any rate, as the merchants will be totally deprived of the means to 
purchafe them. 

This, gentlemen, is the prefent didrefsful and real fituatldn of the country; and, 
•we flatter ourfelves, that, by taking a coriiparative .view of our didant profpeds with 
the politic advantages reaped by the foreign nations trading here, wHo'grafped at all 
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mvate momes from mdividuals, you \vill no longer deem us repreherifible, if a de- 
creafe in the amount of . your future inveftments, and a debafement of their, quality 
Ihould prove the confequence, fince you muft be fenfible, that early 'advances alone- 
can in this country infure the one and the other. The heavy .payments of your revenue' 
are not made till late in thefeafon ; and, unlefs we have a year’s advance m your trea-- 

fury, no advantage can be taken in its provifion.. ^ . 

■ Excufe us,, therefore, if we think it a duty indifpenfible in us, to exhort you, _ in the* 
ftrbngeft , manner, to purfue. fuch meafures as. may oblige foreign nations to import 

bullion into this linking country. _ • ; 

' “We have been the more explicit on this futgeft, in order to evince the i'mpoffibility 
of the Council’s fending any filver this feafon for the ufe of the China inveftment '; for, 
what with the further demands we niull expedt will be made on us from the Secret 
department at Fort St. George, thofe now upon us to a very great amount, the- 
providing of fo confiderable an inveftment, and the unavoidable expences of this Pre- 
lidency, we are very apprehenfive that little or no money, will remain in your treafuiy,. 
for fome time at leaft, to anfwer any emergenc}'-. 

We have diredted Mr. Sykes, to .fend us. down a fupply from the City with all 
poflible expedition, and he gives us hopes- of receiving fix lacks of rupees * in a few 
days. That gentleman having requeued our permilfion to refign his poll at the 
Durbar, by reafon of his ill Hate of health, and to return to his duty at the Prefidency, 
we have referred his requeft to the Prefident and Council, for their nomination of a 
fiicceffor. 

We have the honour to tranfmit you the broken fet of our proceedings, and letters 
received and fent, lince the laft difpatch, as per accompanying lift of packet, and to 
fubferibe ourfelves, with the utmoftrelpedt, &c. 

H. VERELST, RICHARD BECHER, CHARLES FFLOYER. 


No. XVIII. 


2^ f/ie Honourable the Court of JDireBoi-s, &c,. 


Hoi^ourable Sirs, 


Fort William, January 6 , 1769. 


We had the honour to addrefs you laft, under date the 2.1ft November, in two- 

^pies by the fliips Verelft and Kent,, a duplicate whereof now waits on you by the 
]Queen. j j 

It is with great pleafure we embrace tbe opportunity which the prefent conveyance 
^ords u^, to inform you that our deputies to his majefty and the Nabob Sujah al 
Dowlah have hitherto met with every defired fuccefs in the courfeof their negociations.. 
renr/^nn meeting at Benares, where many days palTed in confe- 

fubfifting between us, -vvhich at length- 
vSer TwT/d'' J^^’^'^ufion of a new treaty- with him, on the 28th of No- 
ber. The fteady meafures adopted and purfued in thus bringine the Nabob to- 

eflenSlmrt^^^^^ a little. contributed to his ready acquiefclnce to the moft 

the SnmaSn haw Jhf^T^v^^ and the tender regard which the gentlemen of. 
til deputation have ftiewn for his honour in the reduaion of his forces, at the fame 

time- 
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't'lme that: the^ have corifalted the future’ fecurity. of-.thefe proviiices^ ,'v'c -flatter ■our-, 
felves, '.will raeet.with - that' approbau'onjfrom yoii .which w.e;have tcflified to them on ' 
that occaflon. By the /ilipulatedvredudLion fof. the 'N abdb’s troops j he.iS flill perrnitted'- 
to retain a^ number which wilhrendei* him'refpedtable amongithe powers- of Hindqftan, 
though in mo degree fuiflciently- .formidable to trouble the, rcpofc :of thefe; provinces. 
This, we may hope, will rather be produftive of a .confidential regard on , our part, 
than'c'reate hvus future fufpicioiis of the .Nabob’s- ambitious views, fince it admits not 
a doubt, - thatdie can now form, no projections butrwhat we, fliall have in pur power to 
COntVoul. ' , ■, 

The .Prefident has. been informed, fh’at The' 'Nabob ■' accornpanied , the deputies to 
Allahabad, and. was received in the Toyal prefence:- in quality of Vizier, "with, every inarIC; 
of diftin'flrion due to hisflatiori iri the.empire, 'and afterwards returned to his dorai-. 
nioiis, with his inajefty’s permiflionto return to Allahabad at the approaching feftival. 
of the'Mohamedans. We hope this will tend to : conciliate- the long differences which, 
have.fubfifled. between thein on the.'fv)bjcCt;of the Vizarut. ‘ , - 

When we confidered the very peremptory , orders: you were pleafed- to fend-vis', for 
'GPnfihing 'fbleiy bur views' within 'dicfe provinces,: though fenfible how impolitic an 
immediate obedience to your comrhands, 'and hovv: far they muft- at prefent be fronv 
anfweringthefaiutary purpofebf a folid-and permanent fecurity to your valuable pplTef-'; 
fions ; yet we were defirous of embracing the opportunity; of our deputies being fo near 
the royd- prefence,. to make fuch an attempt towards the;executipn;pf your orders as- . 
appeared to us mp.fl: likely to effedl your plirpofe ; and we have' therefore recommended 
to thdr-'confideration^ how far'hi's majefty’s giving lip Korah -.to Sujahyal - Dp'wlah, 
in exchange for the Sircars of . Ghazipore , and Benares, ..and , the Nabob’s - ceding to_. 
him the fortrefsof Chunar, maybe fuitableto one and the .other. , , 

From the temper of mind andfituation of Sujah al Dowlah, we flatter ourfelvcs,. he 
■will be inclmable to cultivate our- friendfliip,- and- no,- longer- prove nefradtpry or deaf 
to our remonilrances, and his majefiy not lefs attentive to our advice. ^ The fitua- 
tion of the .prefent, royal domains, lies too much within the country of Sujah al Dow- 
3ah ; infomuch, that fhould we even come to an .open rupture with him, to fupport 
his m^'efly as allies to the throne, wermufl: march through an enemy’s country, and 
thereby fubi eft our troops to many very apparent inconveniencies. The prefent an- 
nual revenues of Korah, exceed thofe of Ghazipore and Benares, fix^ or feven lacks _ 
■of rupees; thisTnay prove' a- tbniptatlon 'bo':. Sujah- alvDobdahypartjcularly if he con-, 
liders how very compadt his territories will from hence become, 

. The. Nabob has frequently, fince he ceded the fort of A.llababad to his majefly,. 
complained' of the want, of fdme place for the fecurity of "his family, and a capital for . 
himfelf. , The .King’s reftoring. that fortrefs, may be- a ftrong induceinent to the. Na- 
bob. to embrace this prqpofal, and to .give up Chunar . in exchange, .which will he a 
jftrong barrier to us when in poireflibii of bis" majefly.' ' The Pergunnah, 'at prefent. 
poflTefl'ed by. the Bundel-cund .Rajah, may^ be appropriated for. his Majefty.’s life, to 
make good 'the.diflerence between his prefent pofleflipns and thofe of . Bulwant Sing, 
provided they are not .thought to be at '.too great a’diflance for his pvirpofe ; .if that 
ihould be the cafe, Tatra r, dr foqie. lands contiguous. to Bulwant Shig’s co'untp^; 
may then be aflted for fiom Sujah ai Dowiah, as a.competlfiirion, for the telntdries 
ceded by his Maj'eftyl . .. 

If fuch h-fchei'iae can be effedted, .our, 'troops may be withdrawn ' into thefe pro-; 
vinccs ; the King may poffibiy folipw,them, and thereby wi 1 be faved, not only the 
annual dr.iln of .treafure for the .payment, of the tribute, and the fubfiftence of your 
-troops, which, has, , with other .demands, nearly bxhaufled the wealth, of this country, 
^nd reduced us to the greateft diftxefs ; buV'the currency of filter fpecie iviil-be in^, 

' • created 
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^feafcd: by mV impoYtation of the fums coUed-ed froiii the revenues of Ghazipoie, he. 
oomimes. as well as thofe .arifmg from every, emolument the throne may enjoy. 
-Should any future hoffile preparations be made againft his majeftys arms, wc may 
•then the more cafdy unite our fofces againft our .common enemy, as the- proximity ot 
his maieiiy’s poffeflions ivould be a fecond barrier to our arms, and with double iccu- 

rity'for^hCTi, from allthelnconvenienciesof iTOt. ' , , j ' • t 

•. It is probable from fuperftirious motives, that his Majefty may be induced to tomk 
this a diforace, as it carries with it the appcaiunce of a retreat from his capital, ms 
long favourite objed. But to, this we might reprefent his more, immediate fecunty 
‘b}’’ a junction with xis; the imaginat}'' profj^edt of our niurching at fome future 
with accumulated treafures and force in his. fupport ; the ideas which fuch an union 
muft create in the courts of Idindoftan, and the ncceffity ive ate under from the pofi- 
tive-injundions we have received of recalling the third brigade from Allahabad. 

Another objedion may be made to this plan by his majefty, fetting forth the irn* 
propriety or diflionour of exchanging his prefent royal pofleffions for thofe' of a 
Zemindarry, guarantied by us, whofc rents cannot be increafed, and where no 
•'Jagheers can be granted. To this may be reprefented the annexed Pergunnahs, at 
prefent pofTeffed by the Hindaput .Rajah, or fuch lands as may be farther granted 
him ; which, proteded by us, tvill enable him to bellow rewards on thofe whom he 
may chufe to honour with a provifion; and the more ready and immediate payment 
•of the rents from Biilwant Sing, will enable him more honourably to fupport his 
army, than ire now does by his prefent mode of payment. . We have communicated 
the foregoing obfcrvatious to the deputies. at Allahabad, and have defired they may 
be regarded more as hints, than bearing a tendency to any digelled plans, and we hope ^ 
sfoon to receive their opinion on them j for it mull be from tlie lights Yve may obtain " 
•from them, that we fliall form a judgment of the pradicability of thofe meafures. 

The prefent dUlrefsful ilatc of this country, proceeding from the fcarcity of lilver, 
bas induced us to dired; thofe gentlemen to iflue their orders for receiving all fums 
which may be -procured in' Sujah al.Dowlali’s dominions, for defraying -tlie expences 
x>f the third brigade flationed there, and that the paymafter do grant' bills for fucli 
■fums received on the military paymafler-^ndral in Calcutta as ufual, at five days light* 
And it has been :aIfo recommended to them to prevail on his majefty to accept gold 
mohurs of the late currency, in part payment of the tribute, at a reafonable ex* 
change, for which purpofe we have fent them fome coined at the mints of Calcutta 
3ind Murlhed-abad, in order that this matter might be more ealily adjufted. 

In our letter under date the agth February laft, tve informed you, that we had 
-tranfmitted to Janoojee, one of the. Maharatta chiefs, fome propofals for a treaty of 
peace, and the ceffion of Orifla. We have lately received his reply to them, and aU 
though his demands appear too high for us to accede to, yet we are alTurcd by his 
vackeel, that he will very cheerfully acquiefee j'n every reafonable demand we can 
make, being defirous of putting an end to a nego'ciation which has been lb long de- 
pending. ^ We have therefore taken th'e.fubjedl a fecond time into Our moll ferious 
•coiinaeratlon, and have finally relblved on luch propofals being, made to that poten* 
xate, as we deem molt confiftent with )'Our honour, and the future fecurity of .your 
valuable poffeffions, as well in Bengal, as on the Coaft of Coromandel. Our deli* 
berations were, in confequence of your late orders, fubmitted to the confideration of 
the rreiident and Council, and hairing been by them approved, articles of a treaty are 
now drawing out, ni order to be executed on the part of the Nabob and of the En-' 
giiih Company. For further particulars relative thereto, permit us to refer you to 
our proceedings, which wait on you by, this conveyance-; having only on this occa- 
Tioh to affure you, that we have paid a ftrid attention to thofe orders wherein you 

, dircdl 
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cVircS: tliat no treaty 'be entered into, butwith the 'principal power; and that' Jahoojee 
is the dniy perfon with whom we 'can with propriety- enter into a treaty, cannot be 
doubted, fincc' the ' treaty for the payment -of the Chout was- firft. entered into by Alli- 
verdy Gawniwith his father Ragoojee, and was -on- his death confirmed by Janooiee 
aldnc^ ' ■ ' ^ r, ■ - V: ; , ' : f r, 

. At the time tve were deliberatingmn -the- tevms' propofed by Janoojee, we received 
advices from the fecrct department' at Fort St. George,’ relative to the operations of 
the war againfi:- Hyder' Ally, arid ‘ e^'preffing their apprehenfions of Mahadavarow’s 
marching into the Garriatic to' his affiltancc; ■■ which circumftance is corroborated by 
advices lately tdanfmit'tecV'td thcni'from" Mr.-Broome, Refident at the; Maharatta court, 
at P’oopalr.' -This fitiiatioh appears tO' Us fd critical, that to cnfurc a lading j)eace and 
tranquility mn the-'Cbafl; of Coronrandeb wc were ofmpinion, the utmofl: eftbrts of 
this Comihittee fliould be exerted, 'in -fupport of the prefent war.againft Hyder Ally, 
'and that every means flrould bemade ufe-of to prevent ! his increafe -of '.power, by a 
jundllon with the Maharattas ; a junction which would not only - render the event of 
the war dubious^ biit Would likewife deprive the. Company of - the revenues they now 
coll'edt from the'Carn'atic,’ and oblige :us to drain thidexhAiftcdcountry of -ftill greater 
■fupplies oftrcafurc'; which muftin fuch.cafc bc'cbnfumcd iri’ the 'courie of a long and 
■tedious war, inftead of being • applied to the -purpbfes of your feveral inveflments in 
■'India. ' - ' ' ' • .... _ 

From' the late conduift - of Hyder Ally, we cannot fee aprofi)e61- of the gentlemen 
•at Madrafs being able to conclude a peace with him updn-.hbnourable terms, or which 
can . prdnfue ' to be fecure '• arid permanent.?' For,'dn. the prefent fituation of affairs, 
■Ihould'the war be jmt an end to, Hyder tvould be . left more, formidable than he was 
nt the commencement of it. His credit would- be exalted in all .the courts of;- Hin- 
dofian, from his having fingly wlthftodd the utm'ofi:’^ efforts of the Englifh larms on 
the Coaft ; and the fame of our’s tvould confequeiitly be diminiflied by their receding 
from the conteft, after fo long and obftinate' a ftrugglc ;''ahd :nothing,lefs could be cx- 
■pedfed than a recommencement of troubles’ on the. part; oft, Hyder Ally j, as foonas-he 
•had recruited his -forces, and brought the Maharattas arid Nizam.' Ally to unite their 
forces 'to his. Such an event might'be produdtiv'e of the moft dangerous corifequences 
to your affairs’: for Hyder, politic of difeerning; would, be cautious to avoid any 
DverfightS' or errors he mty* have ‘ committed ’in the' courfe of the prefent Avar ; he 
xvbuld, -no doubt, be- adtive in improving the .clifciplirie of -bis troops';, and, adtuated 
by a fpirit of revenge,'' and fenfi'ble alfo that the. fccurity; of his. bwh--poffeffions could 
only be 'Irifured ■ by our- fuiny no efforts which policy or courage , -might fuggeft,. or 
■y'hich ambition or deipair' might infpirc,; woxild 1 be wanting- on. die part of that . po- 
tentate. ^ ^ ■ 

• A ftill- more cogent reafon bids us beware of his growing power. , ■ B 3 ';:advlces from- 
Madrafs, under date the 31 ft Auguftj it appears, that the gentlemen there_ entertained 
ffrong fufpicion^ that the French at Pondicherry, -.were carrying on intrigues at his 
court, And 'that they had promifed him affifiance from Europe, or, the’; Hand of Mau- 
ritius ; arid when' we rcfledt on the grand preparations of that 'nation at-thy latter place, 
die number of its ‘forces there, and the incrcafe of its fhippuig in Bidia, it is moft 
probable that the French may ioin I-Ivder Ally, llio.uUl this.-opporcunky of fubduing 
him be loft. Such a circumftance, added to thofe aheady.nicntioned, might involve 

your affairs in Iridia everi' beyond a poffibility of. Tctrievirig them-, j . ; ' _^- 

• However defiroiis the gentlemen at Madrafs may.be.tb put an end. to fo. deflruciive 
and expenfive a war, wc apprehend they have not widiin themfelycs.thofe .refburccs 
Tcquifite for effedling it, without hazarding your pofleffions at foiiie future time. 

• arc' therefore the -more readily induced to conic to, an immediate conclufion,. if pof- 

fible,. 
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lible of a treaty offenfivc and defenfive with janoojee, obferving^as a bads, the ceffion 
of Oriffa His well known icaloufy of and diffcrcnGcsavitb Maliadavarow,.(againlt 
whom hois cndeavbunhg to fupport an independency) imu ft- fecurc. him moft.cftcftu-^ 
ally in your ihterefti A treaty thus concluded, -will caufe-'a'. divifion of the .Maharatta 
power, a dimuiutioW of their- territorial poflcffions-pand'confcquently-- of their 'natural, 
ftrenf^th ; and the friendfliip of Janoojee fecured by the annual payment of a ftipulated 
fum, 1 iis‘poflcirions Will become- a barrier tpt'clvefeiprovinccsy again ft the meurfrons of 
other internal wefterh-pOwers,' without fubjefting-us to the . neceffity, of applying for 
their ‘forces' as auxiliaries,' and thereby cxpofihg your ipoftcffions'.a^ prey to fhcir rapa- 
city, And furthcr,‘i it cannot be doubted but ftVch a iTcatynvill fow; difl'enftons among 
the -Maharatta ^chiefs, and may thereby -occhfion • fuch' a.'mutlial, ydccrcafc • of, Itheir 
ftrength, as may bring them to a level with, if hot- in'fubjc(ftioh to^ feme of the other, 
powm-of Hindoftaii, which will dcavc your cxtcnfiVc -ter fi tori cs in a perfedt 'ftate. of 
repofe and fecur-ity. . '■ ' ‘ ‘ /■-' ■ ‘ ' ' .. ’ 

- isThe nominal authorityiof thcKingy the power-of dus;^^i?icr,';and.t:har;parc of bur 
foVees now ftationed -at ' Allahabady-mayp.if your affairs oh ;thc ebaft fhould require ity. 
be effedtually interpofed ; as the bare report of -fuch a jundioh, aided by the feint-of 
■a- nikVeh towards tlic- territories of . Hahadavarow, which day open, - and', rhtift be cx- 
pofed to us, ftiould he march to Hyder’s affiftance, may not. Qnly;.deter 'him.ffoni. 
accepting his offers, but may induce him.tp confiilt; the .irninediate fafety of his own 
poffe/Tions through our/ricncWiip. . , The force of Janoojee, who has lately folicited the 
icing’s Sunnuds for - fuch larids'as' hfc ' may cohqiVfcr fi’hm Mahadavarow, joined or 
feconded by the detachment under the command of Colonel Peach, in the Deccan, 
may be ufcfully employed, fiiould Mahadavarow take the part of Hyder Ally ; or 
ftiould the Subah wantonly and weakly engage in new entcrjirizcs againft the tran- 
quility of the Carnatic : fo. formidable and uncxpeflcd a junftion in this quarter, muft 
foon compel Hyder to terms of accommodation^ if notfubjedt his territories to certain 
ruin. , . „ . - , . 

The ftfohgcft motives' for qur haying adojited thcrc fehtiinehtSj are the deprivation 
of H3^der’s 'hope^ and bur 'fears, of -his effcfti'hg a'juhdtioii With t^ie Frfcnchj Nizam 
Ally, and Mahadavarow ; by which- 'ftep the influence ‘you at prefeht poffers in the’ 
cabinets of all" the powers of PIihdbftah,’wc>iild ’mbft' probably revolt to' our' natural 
European- rival, and’ the cohfcqucnccs of fuch an evil are too apparent to require 
elucidation. ■■ , 

■ - It is therefore bur unanimous opinion]- founded upon the moft mature deliberation, 
that- a fortunate' iffue to.a''Treaty widv-Janbojee,- wbuld;bc produdlive of the advantages- 
we have herein pointed , out, and m'bft'proB-ably of ipeedy conceffions from Hyder 
Aliy, upon fuch terms as -the .gentlemen at Madrafs may judge neceflary to impofe, 

- for the future fafery and tranquility of ybuf^ioffe/Tions, or tliofe of your allies, on the 
Coa'ft of Coromandel therefore,, we .have rcfolvcd, that no’/delays iliall be occaftoned- 
■on bur -part, p eftcdl a -purjbfeHvhich' tends' fo evidentfv to 'the advantage of your af- 
fairs,- and which nece/Iity alone has' compelled us to adopt,*! ' ' - ■ ; ‘ 

Although we arc detirous to- afiift the gentlemen at-tMadrafs.on every occafi on,- 
where your \vclfarc. is concerned, yet it is alone the urgent and very critical ftate of 
your affairs there, that can poffibly induce us to deviate from that, fyftem of policy 
we have oitherto obferved, and would gladly continue, of confining our views to’ 
your-prefent-pojieffiohs, and of avoiding all diftarit and extenfive operations, which 
muft, in fome degree, fubjea: your acquifitions. to danger, by a-divifion-of yourforcei 
buch are the ienuments we communicated to your 'Prefidency at Forf St. George, 
when we laid before them the meafures which appeared toxis moft proper to. be pur- 
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fucd in die preferit fiUindon of their aflatrs';' and wc rcqucEcd their opinions thcrern 
before we finally determined on a matter of filch importance, ^ 

As the moft minute tranfadiions of your Selcdl Committee fince'the departure of the 
Vcrelft and Kent arCi entered upon the proceedings which we have the honour to 
tranfmit to you by this conveyance, we beg leave to refer thcretafor your fuithcr in- 
formation. , • ; . ' • , 

The fnow Afia, on-which ive- informed; you, -in our lafl advices, the Prcfidcnt and 
Council had embarJeed three lacks of rupees, for the Prcfidcncy at, Fort St. George, 
is returned hithenwith Hcr.'.trcafure. Your fiiip Dutton has carried f fix lacks of 
rupees, of tlic late gold. currency,' to Mad rafs, to anfwcr their, urgent occafipns;. 
which, with, the remittances by the Admiral Watfon,, and PlafTcy fehooner, will we- 
hope prove a confiderablc relief to their diftrefs.: • 

-Mr.-Sykes has refigned his. feat at thc,SckGt CoDlimittcc,, and jmrpofes,’ on account 
of his ill flate of health, to take his paflage to Europe in the C^ccn. We muft, in- 
juftice to that gchtlemati, exprefs '.our, entire fiitisfadtVon:'of his conduct during the time • 
he was- employed in the. ftation of refident'at tlic Durbar^ and our concem attlie.- 
neceflity 'Which corhpcls him ltd quit your fcrvicc. , 

Mr.: Bechcr, who was appointed by the Prcfidcnt and Council to the poll of re* 
Cdcnt at tlie Durbar, has proceeded to this flation. 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

; . , . \ r,' ' ■ VERELSt, F.,SYKE5,*.CHAE^ 

■ ' noJ xix/ ' . 

. To the Honotirablc the Cotirt^of BireBon 

• .Honourable. Sirs,-. • r . • r Fort .Wiiihtn, Feb. 3, 1765^. 

f ' ‘ ^ ‘ ^ . il . ii . t ' . ^ ' ' t ■ . ^ 

, Nothihg material having occurred -fince purTa ft advices, tinder date the 6th ult. a- 
duplicate of which we have the honour to tranfmit to you, we flatter ourfelvcs will 
fufficiently apologize for the concifenefs of this addrefs ; more particularly as we have 
omitted no opportunity, during the courfc.pf this feafpn, of rnaking you fully ac- 
quainted with every matter of importance which has come under our confideration. . . 

The refignation of Mr. Sykes having, caitfed a vacant Teat in your Selcft Committee, 
Mr. Alexander was appointed to fill it; and has accordingly- taken his feat, after 
having taken the ufual oath of fecrecy adminiftcred to him. ' 

Mr. Carrier is returned to the Prefidency, .and has laid before us the original treatjv- 
lately entered into by the deputation with the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah ; together with a 
jfeparate agreement written by the Nabob himfelf, wherein he prornifes to reduce his. 
forces to the number fpecified in the treaty within ; the (pace of three months. It isj' 
with pl'eafure we inform you, that his . majefty, expreffed. great fatisfaftion .at the 
treaty, and was gracioully pleafed to ratify it with the royal fign manual. 

We fhould do injuftice to Mefirs. Carrier, Smith, and Ruflel, were we not to ex- 
prefs our entire approbation of' their conduft during their . late deputation ; and we 
doubt not, but you will be pleafed to regard-it in the fame point of view. - 

By this conveyance we have the. honour to tranfmit tp you a complete fett of our 

proceedings ; and of letters fent and received for the laft yean 
- We have the honour to be, &c. > 

. H.VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, J. ALEXANDER, C, FFLOYER:, 
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No. XX. 

* ^0 the Konourabk the Court ofDirehforsy &c.‘ 

Honourable Sirs, 


Fort William, Marcli 4, 17C5. 


This fcrvcs only to advifc you that wc embrace the opportiinity' of the prefent dif- 
patch to tranfmit you a duplicate of our laft addrefs by the fliip Salifbury, under date 
the 3d ult. tojTCthcr with the broken fetts of our proceedings of letters, font and re- 
ceived, from the commencement of the year to the date hereof. . _ 

By- the Shrewfbur}’^ the next and laft of yonr for difpatch this fcafoii^ wc 
.propofe to addrefs you fully on the fubjedh of your affairs entrufted to our manage- 
.ment, till when we muft beg leave to refer- you to our proceedings and letters, tranf* 
•mitted during the courfc.of tliis fcafon. 


Wc have the honour to remain. See. - 


H..VERELST, JOHN CARTIER, J. ALEXANDER^ C..FFLOYER.. 


No.- XXL- 

To the lionournhU thc> Court of- Diredfors, &c. 

HoKOURABLI: Sirs,, Fort william, April 6, 1769.- 

We embrace the opportunity of the ShrcwfburyV difpatch, which is your laft fliip. 
for Europe of this fcafon, to inform you of fuch occurrences as were not noticed in 
bur two laft addrefles,. under” dates the 3d February, and 4th ult. and alfo of fuch 
material circumftanccs as have happened lince the Talbot's dilpatch. 

When the deputies -were appointed to proceed to Allahabad, we took into confidc- 
ration the great drains of filvcr annually made from thefe provinces for the payment 
of your troops on that ftation ; which, with many other demands, had nearl}’’ ex- 
'haufted the wealth- of this country, Wc confidcred alfo, that his majefty had fre- 
quently reprefented to the Prefident, .through Munneer al Dowlah, the Naib Vizier, 
that Rajah Hinclaput had long ufurpccl certain diftridfs in the Bundel-cund country, 
which formerly compofed a part of the Subah of Allahabad, and which he was ex- 
tremely defirous of re-uniting to the royal domains. The opportunity which then 
prefented itfclf was deemed favourable for inveftigating. this matter ; and we accord- 
ingly recommended to the deputies, in our letter of inftrudtions, to propofe to his 
•majefty our affifting him In the recovery of thofe diftridts, on condition that he would 
appropriate a part of their revenues for defraying all cxpences of your troops whilft 
they remained without the provinces. To this propofition his majefty very chearfully 
acquicfccd. 

But it appearing from the fubfequent refcarches of the deputation, that 'the royal 
claim could, not clearly be eftabJifticd, wc did not chnfe to purfue a plan likely to 
•lead ns into diftant enterprizes, which the ftrifteft juftice did not authorize us to 
undertake; left we fliould thereby run the hazard of involving your. affairs at fome 
future time into thofe difficulties wc have ever made it our ftudy to avoid. Colonel 
Smith has acquainted us withi the rcfult of his own enquiries into this matter ; but 
’ . deeming 
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deeming that alto infufiicicnt, we liavc fufpcnclcd all tliouglits of an expedition in that 
quarter. . ' 

We have not a doubt but his majefty will be very folicitous for the recover/ of 
the ufurped diftridls, and will leave no mcafurcs unattenijitcd to effect* an objcdl fovery 
flattering to his hojics. His vifit'to the Nabob Siijah al Dowlah, at die very time 
he appeared’ mod earneftly- intent on this projed, gives us caufe to fufjica:, diar in- 
ftcad of mere compliiricnt, it tended principally to, the conccning a jdan of operations 
for fome future attcmjst agaihft the 'Bundel-cund country^ We apprehended that the 
•Vizier, when he found us determined not to grant our afliflance to his royal mailer, 
Would not fail to urge hini on the enterprize, by a tender of his forces and affiftance; 
w might.perhaps endeavour to obtain his majefty’s Sunnuds for fuch conquefts as hb 
himfelf might make in that couritiy. Certain it was, that die King had no force to 
“enable hiiu to' undertake fuch an enterprize himfelf ; and therefore we could not" pre- 
tend to fay how far his jiridc.or ncccffity might lead him into errors. When we con^- 
fidcrcd the open and avowed enmity which had fo long ftibfified between.- the King 
and the Vi/dcr, we could not think he would be fo regardlcfs of his own pcrfonal 
fafety, as to arm a man 'of Sujah al Dowlah’s dirpofition and boundlcfs ambition, with 
fo great a jipwcr of the royal lioufe as an cxtcnfion of territory muft ncccffarily give 
diim.- -But dill' tve dioughtit ncccffaty to guard againfl fuch evils, though we did not 
really apprehend them ; and accordingly dircdlcd Colonel Smith to a'ffure his ma- 
jefty, in either of the before-mentioned cafes, that we fliould immediately withdraw 
all your troops within the provinces ; and, if the latter was likely to take place, the 
Colonel was to acquaint Sujah al Dowlah, that on the march of any part of his forces 
into the Bundcl-cund country, we fliould regard him as a violatcr of, the general tran- 
quility, ’ and an invader of thofc countries the throne pretends a claim to. 

Colonel Smith diought it expedient to attend his majedy in the vifit to Faiz-abad. 
He was prefentat the conferences held between the King and his Vizier; which pro- 
duced the drohgc'd affurahccs of forgivcncfs and oblivion of pad injuries, on the one 
part, and of the utmod loyalty and fidelity on the other; 

In our letters of the 6th January lad, we fully acquainted you with a plan, which 
then appeared to us pradticabic, for ededUng an exchange of the royal domains, for 
the countries of Ghaziporc and Benares; and iri order to proceed on a matter of 
fuch delicacy and importance with nil poflible circumfpedlion, we communicated our 
fenthnents to the gentlemen of the deputation; and defired them to give us every 
information they could ' procure for our . guidance. Their opinion dands recorded • 
.upon the face of our proceedings-; and we- readily concurred with, them, that whilft 
the troubles continued on the Coad it would be improper to attempt the execution of 
•fuch a projedt. . - _ 

Though we have reafon to think the Nabob-Vizier has not regarded, with the mod 
-ffridt and exadt yundtualky, the performance of his engagements in the-difiniffion of 
■thofe troops which exceed the number he.' has dipulated to keep up, yet we do not 
■find he has raifed or added a rnan to’his army fince the treaty at Benares; fo that we 
have not the lead doubt, what with cafualties and natural deaths, but his array will 
be reduced, in a drprt fpacc of time, to the date.we wilh to fee it. The Vizier him- 
felf deadily afferts, that he has performed every thing he agreed to do, . and claims 
fome merit on the occafion.’. To charge him openly, with diffimulation, when the 
detedtion is’ fo difficult,- would be imprudent, and equally impolitic, particularly fo 
at a time' when he profeffes the 'warmed friendflrip and attachment to us, and no 
other part of his behaviour contradidts fiich affurances. Red affured, honourable Sirs, 
that although we may not rigidly demand the performance of articles as to a man, yet 
we lhall watch the motions of this, ambitious .and .volatile. prince, fo as- to- prevent 
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him in future from being dangerous to'.your pofleffions j being more inclined that 
He ihould place a confidence in us, by a, franknefs of behaviour, when it can be^ 
affumed without danger on our fide, than be deprived of it by a diffident and cap- 
tious condudt. : . , ire 

■ The oeneral rumour which has, for fome time, prevailed of the approach of bhaw 
Abdalla’ towards 'the King’s frontiers, has been one of the principal motives which 
have compelled ■ us to keep the taird brigade at, Allahabad, both as a check to his 
operations, and as a fecurity, to the. territorial pofTeffions of his majefty, and our ally, 
the Nabob S'ujah al Dowlah.' Colonel Smith, in his advices of the i8th of Fe- 
bruary, informed us that' the Shaw had advanced a part .of his army near to, Lahore, 
•and feemed determined to purfue. his march to Dehly.; but by the Colonel’s letter to 
the Governor, under date the, 19th ult. which we have juft received, it is with the 
utmoft pleafure we perceive that Shaw^ Abdalla is preparing to retreat, and poffibly 
towards his own dominions. A cir.cumftance fo very favourable to our determined 
refolution of embracing the firft fafe opportunity to recall the third brigade wdthin 
■thefe provinces, that we now only await a confirmation of this intelligence to carry 
into executiori the pofitive orders you diave fent us.on this fubjedt. ' 

It is with the utmoft confidence we can aflure you, gentlemen, that thofe orders 
fliould have inftantly'been obeyed, could we have done it confiftently with the duty 
we owe- you, and with the folemn engagements, entered into vdth your allies* To 
conciliate the minds of his majefty and the Vizier, and to curb the ambitious pro- 
jedls and hoftile intentions of the latter, were tile firft motives for continuing the bri- 
gade at Allahabad, after the receipt of your orders. To inforce, if neceffity re- 
quired,- the performance of the Vizier’s late treaty with us, to be in readinefs to 
ftippoit the Madrafs adminiftration, if the fecurity of your pofTeffions on the coaft 
of Coromandel fliould require our making a diverfion againft the Maharatta power,- 
and to be a check on the ambitious projeQrs of Shaw Abdalla, fliould he . have de- 
termined to attack the frontiers of your allies, were confiderations which next urged 
us to detain your troops in the only ftation where they could be. of eflendal fervice 
to 3mur affairs. 

Let us, therefore, flatter ourfelves, that the caufes affigned for having ■ hitherto- 
fufpended the execution of your orders, will evince that the meafures,- adopted pro- 
ceeded from abfolute neceffity, and will acquit us of any imputation of ' difrefpecl, 
or inattention to your commands. ' ' 

t Sorry we are to inform' jmu ’that your' affairs on the Coaft wear a moft unfavour- 
able appearance, and are even reduced, by the repeated fuccefles of Hyder Ally, ' to- 
the loweft ebb of diftrefs. The .Madrafs Pjefid.ency, fenfible of the many dan-’ 
gers which furround them, have given us a moft pathetic account of their fituation ; 
nor can we expedt from the advices they, have lately traiifmitted to us, a very fpeedy 
ifiue to the long, ■ dangerous, and expenfive war in which they are engaged, until the 
treafiires of their Prefidency and our own' fliall.be nearly exhaufted. ' fo give them 
every ’poflible fupport from hence,, we .have deemed it iiidifpenfibly a' duty we owe 
to yoii, our honourable employers; .for. being fervants of the .fame 'mafters, and 
being-engaged in one .general caufe, we have regarded the welfare of your "fettlement 
of Fort Sc. George equally with our own. . The fame principal, . ftill aduates us .to 
devife poffible ' means, which, may co.nduce to their fecurity^ and' the welfare of vour 
pofTeffions. ' ' . 

imagin'e, after the' veiy ■ large. fupplies whrch'have been fent them' this-' 
Icafon for the fupporL of the war,. .that their .neceffides vvouldTo increafe as to com- 
pel us to .curtail die imeftment, wliich die Council have given you die grea'tcft rea- 

&11 
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fon to expcd from this Prcfidcncy in the enfning year. But-fuch is the only means 
which can be cievired for enabling us to grant them any cfledlual afljiftancc. 

We are advifed that Hyder Ally, has made propofals for a peace, but fo ditho* 
nourable to the Nabob of Arcot, and inglorious to your arms, that they xycre deemed 
ihadmiffible. The gentlemen, however, defirous of accominodating matters, if pof- 
fiblc, rather than continue fo hazardous and expenhve a war, have replied to his hard 
conditions ; and, in .their turn, propdfed to him fuch terms as they thought mod con- 
ducive to j'our intcrefts. As they expedted die. refiilt of thefe npgociations would be 
.n continuance of the xvar, xvhich would confidcrably incrcafe their militarj'’ cxpenccs, 
they wiflicd to be afccrtaincd .of ;the rcfourccs which they might exjicct from hence, 
in order that they might form a plan accordingly for their future opeiations,; and, at 
the fame time, informed us of the Hate of their finances, which they concluded would 
enable them to keep an army in the field for the term of three months. The fums 
of- money we have by fcvcral late conveyances remitted to -Madrafs, of which they 
had not been apprized at the time of their lad difpatchcs, together with -two lacks 
of rupees *, whicli were font them on the Experiment, a country fiiip, immediately 

■ on- receipt of their lad advices, pretty nearly equalled the amount which they calcu-’ 
dated for three months difburfements of their army ; fo that we have every rcafoii to 
believe, that die fafe arrival of our fcvcral late remittances will enable them to kecj>; 
•the field againd Hyder Ally until the mondi of September next, independently of 

■ other rcfourccs, which may arife from die falc of tlicir cxpccdccl imports, farther, 
loans from individuals refiding under their govemment, and a po/libility of die Na- 
;bob’s making farther payments on account of the revenues of the Cairnatic. 

That they .might be at fome degree of certainty in regard to future rcfourccs from, 
this quarter, we have given it as our opinion diatthcy may depend on being fupplied 
with an annual fum of twenty-fovr lacks of rupees f, to commence from the month 
. of Odtober next, fo long as it is to tend to the adlual fupport of the war tlic)^ are at 
„prefeht engaged iq, prowdedwcarc not compelled to enter into warlike operations in 
•defence of thefe provinces ; and that, fliould their future neccfiitics increafe, it may be 
poflSble, by putting a dop to our invedment, to augment our fupplics to thirty lacks 
At the fame time that we thus candidly offered our opinion on the afiidance they may 
expedt from .us in cafe of need, we could not but inform diem of the very didrclfcd’- 
•flate to which this country mud inevitably be reduced, by fuch confidcrable exporta-, 
xtions of its fpecic. . ‘ • 

You have before been informed' that oiir principal objeft in bringing matters to a 
'fpeedy .conclufion with Janoojee, was to divert Mahadavarow from entering the Car- 
inatic to the affidance of Hyder Ally. The advices lately trahfmitted to us from 
Colonel Smith have for the prefenf relieved us from apprehenfions in riiat quarter ^ 
■Tmee we find he has diredted his operations towards the province ^ of Berar, and 
feems ferioufly intent on crudiing -the power and influence of Janoojec. We have; 
therefore thought it highly impolitic at this jundturc to continue our jiegociations 
with this chief, as his fate mud adhially be decided, long ere any of our forces could 
reach him, even fliould we have deemed it neceflax)'^, as a check on Mahadavarow’s 
oTOwing -power, to march your troops to his affidance. If !Mahadavarow lliould 
prove inifuccefsful in his attempt, and fliould refume his former intentions of enter-, 
ing the Carnatic, it will then be time enough to think .ferioufly of a league with. 


Janoojee. ' , ■ « j- -l -n t. 

' Mr. Rumboldhavlngln 'hls letter to us, fetting forth ihe preTentdate of the .Bahar 

province, .reprefented the neceffity of making fome . dedudlions in the revenues of that 
^ proYVice, 
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■province, we embraced tire opportunity of Mahomed Reza Cawh s being oti a vifit 
to Calcutta to confult his opinion on a matter of fuch importance. It was a meafure 
he thought abiblutely neceflary to be taken, and his reafons in general coincided 

xvith thole of Mr. Rumbold. ' ■ . , , . , • , - , t. 

The experience that gentleman muft have acquired during the time he has been 
veiled with the charge of the Bahar colledfions, and the general • knowledge of Ma- 
homed Reza Cawn in all matters relating to the Dewanny' revenues, induced us to 
Confent to liich dfedudtions being made from the general flatement of that province 
at the lad; Poonah, as may be deemed irrecoverable, or luch as may prove an imme- 
diate relief and encouragement -to the. Ryots in the future cultivation of their lands; 
.We.hope this aft of ' lenity will imprefs thern with a favourable opinion of the gor 
vernment, induce them to exert their induftrious labour to promote itS' welfare, and 
enable them to pay their rents more regularly in future. . i 

Mr. Kelfall has reprefented to us, that he labours under many inconveniences in 
the provifion of qmur inveftment, from not being veiled with the charge of the Dacca 
colleftion. We have replied to his reprefentation, by acquainting him, that as you 
had been pleaded to approve the mode adopted by the Seledt Committee, for con-^ 
•dudling the bufinefs of the Dewanny revenues, we could not deviate therefrom 
witliout your orders, and that we ihould refer his letter to your coniideration and 
decifion. 

The Governor having informed us, that Mahomed Reza Cawn tvas particularly de'- 
iirous of his prefence at the city, to enquire into fundry matters relative to the collec- 
tions of the Bengal province, and of his readinefs to comply with the requefr-j wejap- 
proyed of his intention, and he has accordingly proceeded on his journey. 

... We have the- honour to tranfrhit you by this packet .copies of Mr. Sykes’s country 
correfpondence, as refident at the Durbar, to the time of his delivering over the charge 
of that ftatlou to Mr. Bechet, together with a duplicate of our lafr letter^ the broken 
fett ofour proceedings, and other papers fince the laft difpatch, as per inclofed lift of 
the packet ; and to fubferibe ourfelves, with the utmoft refpedt, &c. ' ■ 

JOHN CARTIER, JAhlES ALEXANDER, CHARLES FFLOYER. 


. . . No. XXII. 

To the Honourable the Court of JDireBors, &c. 


Honourable Sirs, Fort william, April ai, 1769. 

Since.the difpatch of the Shrewfbury, by which fliip we had the honour to addrefs 
yon, under date the 6th inftant, we have received advice from 5'Our Prefidency at Fort 

had concluded a peace with Hyder Ally, on the 4th inftant ; 

^ confequence, was immediately to quit the Carnatic. - 

W hen we coiihder that the 'I’hames will be the only fea conveyance of this feafon, 

Madrafs can tranfmit to you fuch important advices, and 
v-hepoffibilityof hex lofing her paflage to England, or of meeting with, other accidents- 
vhich may attend her late difpatch, we .cannot hefitate to embrace the opportunity, 

H .which 
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which nowprefents itfelf in the diipatch of a French fhip from Chandernagore, of thus 
briefly informing you of a circumftahce which fo nearly concerns the welfare of vour 
jjofleflions on that coaft. To this we are the more ftrongly induced^ from the entire 
confidence we repofe in the prudence and fidelity of Mr. John Sumner,' one of your late 
covenanted fervants on this eflablifhment, who being compelled to return to his 
native countr}’- for the recover)'’ of his health, has obtained the Council’s perrhiffion to 
embark in this fhip, it being.tlie only remaining fea conveyance of this feafon. But as 
foreign Ihips muft be ever diftruftful channels for the conveying of public and impor- 
tant advices, we hope to fland excufed for not tranfmitting you the particulars, which 
we doubt not you will receive by land from your Prefidency at Bombay or Fort 
St. George. ' 

Mr. Sumner, to whom this addrefs is entrufted, has been directed to. deftroy it, if 
he perceives any danger of its, falling into foreign hands.. 

We have the honour to fubfcribe ourfelves with the utmoft refpeft, &c. 

JOHN CARTIER,. JAIVlES ALEXANDER, CHARLES. FFLOYFR. 


Extra dbs of Letters from Mr. VERELST, to the COURT 
of DIRECTORS, during Eis Government in BENGAL,, 
relative to the commercial and political interefis of that 
country. 

No. xxiii: 


^0 the Hojiourahk flk Court of Di'reciorSy &c. 

Gentlemen, Fort wniiam, March 17, T7G7.-. 

It is with pleafure I can inform you, that the prefent fituation of the countr)', and; 
of the Prefidency, leaves me but little room to doubt that we fliall, for fome time, at:, 
leaft, enjoy the moft perfedt tranquility abroad, and concord at home. ' The prepara- 
tions to difturb the repofe of the empire, which are making by the Duranny king,", 
appear to me too diftant to affeft us, or our allies, for this feafon ;. and it is highly 
probable, that he will never venture to advance nearer to us than Dehly. The latefl; 
advices inform us, that he is Hill diftant from Dehly about two hundred and . fifty 
miles : ■ it is likewife reported, that he has difpatched his deputies to demand the re- 
venues of the different provinces of the empire ; and that an agent is now on his way 
to Bengal with a commiffion to the above effedt. For my own part, w’hen_I confider. 
the prodigious length of the march, the numberlefs difficulties which muft be en- 
countered ; the oppofition of the Seiks ; the jealoufy that muft feize the many in- 
dependent nations who feparate us from Abdalla; the advanced feafon of the year ; 
and efpcc'ally the great reputation in arms which we have eftablifhed over all India, 

I have but little auprehenfions that he will be able to create any difturbance this year. 

lam 
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I am move inclined to believe, that a prince who has the reputation- of policy, will 
never flake his fortune on the precarious illue of an attempt that mull be attended , 
with dangers and difficulties, more than proportioned to the advantages he -can ex- • 
pedl from fuc'cefs. Prudence, however, requires, that we fliould not indulge in too 
much fecurity ; nor be wanting in thofe meafures which are neceflary to mipire with 
confidence our ally Sujah al Dowlah, the King, and thofe other country powers whofe 
•intereft leads them to oppofe Abdalla, and to form a barrier to the Nabob's dominions. , 

We have, for this purpofe, refolved upon a plan, the particulars of W'hich appear 
on the face of our proceedings the 23d of Februaiy, with a view, that all our mili- 
tary operations might be maturely concerted .before Colonel Smith repaired to the 
army ; and that nothing might remain but the immediate execution, lliould we find 
the enemy are likely to advance to our frontier. 

The motion of the five battalions of Sepoys to ^eragepore, fufficiently indicates to 
all the country powers, our determined refolution not only to {land upon our own 
defence, but to extend our protedrion to all thofe tvho are connedled with us in friend- 
Ihip, or engaged to us by treaties, fo far as may be confiftent with our own fecurity and 
interefl. Yet we {Irall avoid iifuing orders to the fecond brigade, and the remainder 
of the third, to join the above detachment, until the circumflances of our intelligence 
render it abfolutely necefTarj'', as this motioh might alarm the minds of the peo^rle, 
and, .in fome degree, impede the colledtions, and other public bufinefs. 

As to the Maharattas, we have nothing to apprehend from them in this quarter ; 
their chief, Ragoonaut Row, is in full march to the fouthward ; and, by our laft 
advices, had reached NaiwaGaut, but rvithrvhat views we cannot yet determine. 

. ■ Janoogee, the Maharatta chief of Naugpore, feems well difpofed to cultivate our 
friendffiip, and promote the negociation refpedlring the ceffion (upon certain confide- 
Vations) of Cuttack to the Company. You have, already been informed of the end 
propofed in this treaty ; to negociate which, I have at the Committee’s recommenda- 
-tion, uTOte for Janoogee’s Vackeel to proceed to the Prefidency ; and you may depend 
-on my utmoft attention to your honour and fecurity in every ilep I lhall take in fo 
important a tranfaftion. 

From the valuable cargoes already llripped in the Cruttenden, Britannia, Anfon, 
Albaiq^, and Nottingham, as well as the goods provided for the Mercury, and thofe 
that will be lying on hand in the warehoufe for want of tonnage, you will perceive 
that our utmoft endeavours have been exerted to produce an encreafe of your inveft- 
ment : nothing, in my power, indeed, lhall be wanting to forward a meafure, by 
means of which alone you can hope to receive the full advantages of your increafed 
revenues ; but I am.fenfible many obftacles •will occur from the great flow of money 
now in the hands of foreign nations, and from the uncommon fcarcity of weavers that 
prevails at prefent at all the fadlories and Aurungs ; rvhether this uncommon fcarcity of 
weavers proceeds from the troubles in rvhich the country was fo lately overnhelmed, 
or whether it arifes from the general decline of trade at all the ports in India, it is 
-certain that a great number of the manufadlurers in cloth have deferred their profef- 
fion, to feek for fubfiftence from a lefs precarious calling : hence follow thofe un- 
avoidable difputes which fo frequently happen with the French and Dutch, who leave 
no means untried to feduce the weavers from our fervice. 

The chief and council of Coffimbazar have been apprehenfive they Ihould be under 
a neceffity of raifing the wages of their workme'n, or of renouncing all hones of en- 
creafing the mveftmenn Such a ftep would prove prejudicial to- your affairs, unlefs 
we coffid, at the fame time, come to fome equitable compromife with the other Euro- 
.pcan eftabiifhments, to check an evil equally telt by themfolves. 

, N 2 
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We are now taking every poffible -ftep towards lecnriflg a fiill farther increafe of 
-your inveftment for' the enfuing feafon. All the faftories and Aurungs are fully 
fupplied with .the necelTary advances, and there is at prefent the greateil profpe(3: that 
the bufmefs will be conducted with zeal and alacrity. ^ 

The fartie attention will be paid to the colleftions of the revenues j to enforce 
regulate, and eftablifli which, both with refpeft to the ballances of the prefent year‘ 
and the ftatements of the enfuing general Poonah, I propofc next month taking a tour 
of the provinces, for as long a time as the affairs of the -Prefidency will admit of iny 
abfence. This raeafure was recommended by -Lord Clive to the Committee ,• and, I 
flatter'myfcif, it wiU be the means not onl 3 ''.of increafing the revenues, but of conch 
Hating the minds of the -people to our government, as it will furriifh us with the means 
of redrefling grievances, and correding abufes, which muft otherwife have efcaped my 
knowledge. , ' 

H. V 

No. :x;xiv* ' ■ ■, ‘ > 

To the Honourable the Court of 'DtreBlors^ &c. 

GekTLEMEN, • ' Fort William, March s8, 1768.' 

The feveral occurrences fince I had the honour to addrefs you by the Nottingham,. 
Hand fo fully recorded on the proceedings of your Council and Committee, that a fe-. 
cond addrefs from me would appear Unnecelfary, were there not fomefubjcds which I 
"could wllh to point out to your more particular attention.; and others, which, though 
of confequence, do not fall under the cognizance either of the Council or Committee. 

It is to their proceedings I would refer you for proofs of that harmony; with which, 
your affairs have been conduded during my government. Their example has been 
imitated by the younger fervants in both civil and military departments ; who,-defi- 
rous of convincing their employers, that their -paft faults have been occafioned' by the 
heat and extravagance of youth, apply themfelves with diligence to the difcharge of , 
their feveral fundions. Nor can I with juffice to thefe gentlemen omit remarking to 
you, that in general where errors have arifen, the)'^ have proceeded more from their 
extreme youth and- inexperience, than from any inclination to do wrong; asfuch, I 
flatter myfelf they will be overlooked; ‘ ■ 

The only difference of opinion that has. given rife to altercation, ' you will fee' re- . 
' corded in the proceedings of the Committee, in their correfpondence wdth Colonel 
Smith commanding your forces. As his ideas of the condud of Sujah^al Dowlah, 
and of the political meafures which have been purfued, have conftantly differed^ from 
ours, I judge it incumbent upon me, for your information, and for the jnftification of 
our condud, to lay before you a compendious ftatemerit of -the different powers of 
Hindoftan, by whom our own, or the public tranquility can be effentially difturbed ; a 
ftatcment, which will fully evince the fecurity of the Honourable' Company’s pof- 
fefHons here, and the flabiiity of the fyftem wkich has been'fo happily adopted. 

The hrft and great caufe- of our fecurity is, the general indigence of the Mogul 
empire; the invaflon of Nadir Shaw gave the firft ftroke to its power and opulence, 
but it fell not fb heavily as is commonly imagined. It gave a mortal wound, it is. 
true, to’ the overgrown wealth and arrogance of the Omras ; but, as the blow 
was not purfued, its effed was not immediately felt beyond the capital. The erup- 
tion of the Mahavattas enfued, their wide extended ravages laid defblate almofl: every 
thing on the fouth fide of the Ganges, from near the frontiers of Eanar, on the eaft,. 

to Sirhind on the north and weft. Their mndiftinguifhing rapine plunged cities and 

countries- 
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countries in one common min, and tlie' empire muft have funk; under their oppref- 
fion or fallen a prey to their ambition, if the defeat at Paniput'.-.had not put a pe- 
riod at once to their power and devaluations. The expeditions of the Shaw- Abdalla 
fucceeded, whichj though neither- fo extenliye, deftrudriye, dr bloodj^, as<thofe-of 
the hdaharattas, ftill conduced greatly -to exhauft a declining date j and, though his 
fphere of aftion was chiefly confined to the Panjab - and '.confines of Dehl)^,^ yet the 
vaft fums he levied muft have been feverely felt throughout a country which pro- 
duces no lilver, . and but very little 'gold. So large a decreafe of fpecie naturally pro- 
duced a decay of trade, and a diminution of cultivation ; and, though ■ thefe evils 
have, in feme meafure, been palliated in our provinces ^ by the annual imports of 
bullion, yet in the moft flourifhing interior parts, fuch as Benares, Mirzapore, 8cc. 
the faS: is notorious, and beyond difpute. 

The natural confequence of thefe circumftances has been, that the different powers 
find their finances narrow, and their treafures unequal to the maintenance of a re- 
fpeftable army, or the profecution of a war of any duration. Whenever, therefore, 
they are urged by. ambition or neceffity to enter on any expedition, they affemble 
new levies for the purpofe with the moft unreflefting , precipitancy ; they rifk every 
thing on one campaign, becaufe they have feidom refources for a fecond, and come 
to an engagement at all events, becaufe the confequence of a defeat are lefs terrible 
than thofe which muft enfue from the defertion, or fedition of an ill paid and dif^ 
affedted army. As their troops then are chiefly raw men and aliens, they are with- 
out attachment to their general, or confidence in each other : a variety of independ-- 
ent commanders deftroys all fubordination and authority ; and the certainty of beg- 
gary and flarving, from the common accidents of war, throws a damp on the moft 
ardent bravery. 

Thefe circumftances, I apprehend, gentlemen, have been very principal fources of 
our repeated vidtories over thefe immenfe Afiatic armies, which have fled before a 
handful of your troops ; and thefe will, I . truft, either deter others in future, or 
enfure fuccefs againft any who may be defperate enough to brave a force like ours,, 
fo ftrengthened by difeipline, and rendered formidable by uninterrupted fucceffes. 

A fecond, and no lefs powerful reafon for the fecurlty of our fituation, is the dif- 
cordancy of the principles, views, and interefts of the neighbouring powers ; and- 
which muft ever defeat any proje(ft of accomplifliing, by an affociation, what the- 
wealth or power of a Angle one muft prove unequal to. The majority of the pre- 
fent princes of Hindoftan have no natural right to the countries they poflefs. In. 
the general wreck of the monarchy, every man feized what fortune threw into hiS 
hands ; and they are, therefore, more ftudious to fecure what they have already ob- 
tained, than to grafp at new acquifitions. Hence, the principal difturbances which; 
have lately happened in Hindoftan, (Sujah al Dowlah’s invafion of Bengal excepted) 
have been accidental broils raifed by the Maharattas, Seiks, and the Shaw Abdalla,, 
whofe views were rather extended to plunder tban to territorial poflTeflions. Con— 
feious that the maintenance of their ufurped authority depends on tbeir preventing 
any of the members from being too much deprefted,, or too much elevated, .^tbey 
are- become jealous and fufpicious of each other, and ever ready to throw in their- 
weight againft any one whom they fee riling too high above the common level. For 
this reafon, they at firft looked on our fuccefles with an evil eye, ’till our generofity 
to Sujah al Dowlah ; our attention to our treaties and public faith ; and above all, 
our moderation in not.purfuing our victories, begot a confidence in us they had not- 

in their countrymen, and made them rather ambitious of our friendfliip than. jealous-; 
or our power.. r. 


Thus; 
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will ' always be eafy for a watchful and aftlve adminillra- 
tion on our fide, to hold the general ballance of Hindoftan, and crulh every combi- 
nation in the bud, by fpiriting up fome neighbouring power, who may be either ill- 
■difpofed, or at lead; not favourable to , the confederates. A very little . acquaintance 
with the difpofition -of the natives, will fliew their ardour for change,' where they 
have a profpea of fupport;.and the fituation of Allahabad, and the ftation of a 
brigade there, renders this ' plan flill more pradlicable. Its fituation makes it, in 
fome meafure, the key of the furrounding territories ; and its vicinity to the feveral 
countries of 'Sujah al Dowlah, the Rohillas, Jauts, and Maharattas, enables us to 
penetrate their views , with more certainty, and in cafe of neceffity, to enter any part 
with our army in ten. or fifteen, days, where rve can have either’ an ally to fupport, or 
an enemy to punifli. It is for thefe reafons, .we have been obliged to retain a brigade 
out of the provinces.' 'Our repe.ated refolutions in Committee, will, I doubt not, 
evince our^arnefl: 'defire to fulfil your orders on this head, and the neceflity itfelf ex- 
cufcs us for keeping it there as long as thefe reafons Ihall fubfift. 

; Such, gentlemen, ^fieem to be the general caufes of- our prefent fecurity here ; but 
they receive additional ftrength, • from the particular charaQ:ers and fituations of the 
feveral potentates themfelyes. 

The King, Shaw'' , Allum, acknowledged emperor of Hindoflan, retains little of 
the authority or 'dominions of his ancefiors, biitwhat he has derived from us. The 
provinces of Korah and Allahabad yield him a revenue of about twenty-feven lacks'^' 
per annurn,. at a rack rent; phis is almofl: exhaufted, to fupport rather the name, 
than the fubftance of an armj'', whilfl; the Bengal tribute defrays the expences of his 
court and houfhold, 'and enables him to live in an affluence, if not with a iplendor, 
he never before enjoyedi His abilities are rather below^ mediocrity, and. his charac- 
ter feems rather Calculated for private, life than a throne. He is religious, as a man ; 
affedfionate, as a father ; -and' humane, as a, mailer; but, as a prince, he is weak, 
indolent, irrefolute, and eafily fwayed by the counfels of felf-interelled men : I can -j 
not, however, think we have any thing - to apprehend from thefe difpofitions ; . the 
remembrance of what he experienced, when dependent on .Sujah al Dowlah, -has 
created in him fuch a diffidence of Hindoftan connexions, as will effedlually prevent 
him trulling himfelf to any of them again; and, at the fame time, he probably en- 
tertains a dillant hope, that the hand which has already raifed him to his prefent in- 
dependence, may one day be extended to reftore him to his throne and right. 

- The Nabob, Sujah al Do\ylah, is our next ally ; and, if gratitude can 'be any tie ' 
on an Hindoftan heart, we have every reafon to cpnfider him as connefted -with us 
by the moft indiffoluble bonds. His dominions, except the Zerfiindarry of Bulwant 
Sing, lie on the north of the Ganges, and extend to the hills ; and, though, they are 
more thinly peopled than is common in this.countr)’', have been fo much improved 
by his late regulations in them, as to produce annually near one crore and twenty- 
five lacks of t rupees. His incrcafe of ftrength has kept pace with his increafe of 
revenue. He has near eleven battalions of Sepoys of ■ all forts, a good body of borfe, - 
and has made confiderable additions to his artillery and magazines ; but, as his whole 
revenue can never fupport a force which can be reall)'^ formidable to us, fo it will al- 
■wa)’^s be in our power to diredt the force he has to fuch purpofes as may beft con- 
duce to the intereft of the Honourable Company and the general peace. The Na- 
bob’s education, and perhaps difpofition, have led him to be vain, alpiring, and im- 
patient. He is adtive, but defultory ; his judgment rather acute than found ; and 
his generalfiiip and policy more plaufible than foiid. From pride, or jealoufy, he is 
afraid to employ men of abilities or rank, in the feveral departments of his govem- 

-ment ; 
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.ment:’ he' plans, direfe, overfees-, and executes ' every thing Mmfelf Id 'that tlte 
multiplicity of bufinefs, and his daily encreafmg infirmities, oblige -him to- leave hss 
• beft defigns imperfedt and crude. His ambition,- it- is- true,-,is always inciting him 
to form new projedts, but his-, volatility induces -him. -to be 'continually ■ abandoning 
fome, and his impetuofity often renders the remainder abortive.' In, a word, from 
'.a m'oft careful review of his charadter and condudf, he. feems a. much' .properer' 
inftrument to accompliflr the Company’s main point,, the- maintaining thernfelves ■ the 
umpires of Hindoftan, than an enemy,- who, from- his fl:rength- or-.'fituation, could- 
give them any material uneafinefs or trouble.. , 

The Rohilla chiefs fucceed, as feveral of them are immediately contiguous to' the;' 
: dominions -of his ma-iefty, or of Sujah al Dowlah. The principal. ones are AchmeT 
Cawn Bungifli, HafFez Rahmet Cawn, and Nijib’-al Dowlah,' befides feveral -of lefs- 
importance ; fuch as, .Dunnedy Cawn, Sardar Cawn, &c. Though all thefe are, in-: 
fadf, independent of each other ; yet, as being of one tribe, 'and deriving, then- 
power from one ftock, (Ally Mahomed Cawn) it is generally fuppofed' they^ would’ 
unite in their common, defence ; although, from their difpofitions- and fituations, it 
feems hardly poffible they could be brought, to adt unanimoufly.- Their -'joint- force is< 
computed at about eighty thoufand effedtive horfe and foot;-' but thefe, ' from, theip 
native hardinefs, their dexterity with the fword, and fltill in rhe.ufe of war rockets,-, 
have generally been ranked in higher eftimation than the - ordinary Hindoftan troops ;.i. 
and the people in general, from fome circumftances in theiivpdlitical conftitutioh,. may- 
be confidered rather as a rifmg power,: at leaft in national ftrength... . • 

The territories of Ac-hmed Cawn Bunglfii; immediately border on the ’Korah coun- 
try to the weftward; they lie chiefly, if not entirely, between the- Ganges and the 
Jumna ; and .his capital, Furruk-abad, is fituated on the Ganges, about fifty cofs be— 
5 ''ond the territories of Korah; his revenueSj at the higheft' eftimation;. amount to *'■' 
tliirty-five or forty lacks of rupees, but the receipts do not probably exceed thirty,., 
and his ordinary force may be about- eight thoufand horfe and foot be is now pretty 
far advanced-in years,, and. unfit for a0:ive-life, both from an incurable lamenefsj and'- 
the various infirmities which a long courfe of every fpecies of debauchery has brought' 
on :■ yet; with all his vices, he is a man of ftrong parts, extenfive experience, and deep 
polic)'-. He makes feveral' generous allowances to men of noble families and decayed 
fiartunes, and is a great encourager of trade, by iifiirg every endeavour- to protedt the - 
merchant from the natural turbulency of his fubjedts ; on thefe Accounts, he is much 
refpedired among his tribe; and is generally confidered as their leader in cafe of an:- 
attack on their community, though the other two principal chiefs exceed him both iff- 
revenue and force. He has no children to fucceed him, but has, after the Rohilla.: 
cuftom, adopted one of hisflaves, and given him the title of Daim Cawn. 

The country poflefled by Haftez Rahmet Cawn joins to the weftern limits of Su- - 
jah al Dowlalfs dominions, and lies entirely on the north of the Ganges, excepr* 
Etwah,. and fome other ftraggling Pergunnabs, which lie on the Jumna. The ex- 
tent of it towards the north and the weft cannot be accurately determined, as our’ac 

counts are but imperfedt and from report, but it produces a revenue of at leaft fifty - 
or fixty lacks of rupees, and enables him to maintain a ftanding army of about fifteen - 
or eighteen thoufand horfe and foot. His charadter has little to dlftlnguifti it,, excepc-' 
riiat low cunning, intrigue, . and deceit, fo general in this country; and his avarice^- 
makes hini particularly cautious of- rifquing his treafures by engaging in difputes or.: 

j his parfiniony, he is not very rich, and his fon, Anaut Alnah Cawn .. 

a bold, giddy )’outh, without education or parts; draws .all .-he can from him to fup- 

plyr 
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ply his owii. fextraVagauce :: the father, is -between forty and fifty years of ‘age, but 
;healtliy and flrong, and the fon about twenty-three of twenty-four at moft. - 

rhe pofleffions of . Nijib al; Ddwlah; are bounded by Sirhind'bn the weft, and, be- 
■.ginning on the Jumna .about fevcil Cofs eaft of- Dehly, they take a fweep quite acrofs 
;the peninfula,' and ;to the northward- of the Ganges,- fo as to join.Haffez Rahmet’s and 
•Dunnedy Cawn’s weftern frontier. He has, alfo, fome difixiars in the confines of 
Dehly, to the .fouthiof the Jumna. •The revenue of fuch an immenfc tradl of country, 
an one of the inofi; fertile parts of the empire, would ■ be prodigious ; but the greateft 
part of, it having long been the_ feat of war, and of the depredations of the'Maha- 
rattas, Seiks,' and Abdalla, it 'is, much impoverilhed, aiid.docs not 3deld above eight}'" 
or ninety- J' lacks per .annum'i' Confiderablc, 'however,' as- this is, his treafury was 
never very full.^ ' He has , been obliged for many years to 'keep a ftrong army for the 
protedtion of his -dominions, and his. family,' agairifl; the continual incurfions of the 
Seiks,- &c. and;the large 'contributions he was obliged laft’yeaf to pay the Shaw. Ab- 
dalla,- has, how probably, : drained, it icntirely. .His troops are generally twenty thou- 
fand,- or more ,• and,, as hejhasibeen 'almoll continually at war, are veteran and brave. 
As a man,.'hndfa..prince,- he is perhaps 'the only’ exaniplc in TIindoftan of, at once, 
a great arid, good charadter. !He raifed .liimfclf from the command of .fifty horfe to 
his prefent.grandeur,-.'entii"ety by his fiipcrior -valour, integrity, and flrength of ge- 
nius;., and has maintained himfclf in; it with univerfal ajjplaufc, by a IjMrited and .well 
grounded fyHem - of .policy. Experience and abilities have fupplied the want of letters 
and education ; and. the native rnoblcnefs 'and, goodnefs of Ins heart have amply -made 
amends, for'.thtydefedt of. his birth and family; He is a firidt lover of juftice, a mofi: 
faithful fubjedf to -hjs empetor, and has long been the foie defence and fupport of 
the' Royal Family at Dehly. His wifdom and conduS: were ho where more nianifeil; 
than -.in his tranfadtioris lafl: year with the Shaw Abdalla. He found himfelf obliged 
to join him, or expofe his country to an immediate invafion, and, therefore, com- 
plied -with the neceffity; but, at the .fame time, fo protradted their councils, and 
threw fo man}' fecret obllacles In the way of their defigns, that after feveral montlis, 
the Shaw finding his troops mutinous for want of pay of plunder, himfelf harrafled 
by the Seiks, the heats begun, and the rains approaching, was obliged- to return 
home with - difgrace, and reft contented with a fum of money infinitely inferior to 
what his , expedition had promifed. Another man, in fuch a fimation, would pro- 
bably have loft his .life or liberty; but Nijib al Dowlah, by his prudence, at once 
fayedihis dorninions, -and extricated himfelf. He' is now about fixty years old; 
arid' his"' conftitution riiuch worn down by fatigue and ficknefs ; fo that it is probable- 
ire will foon .be fucceeded by his eldeft fon, Zabelah Cawn, aged- near ' thirty-five, 
who, to all his father’s virtues, joins the improvements of a liberal education. 

. It would be unneceffary to trouble you with a detail of Dunnedy Cawn, Sardar 
Cawn, arid the other -inferior chiefs. They can have no ' political confequence; 
but as V their dominions are furrounded - by thofe of the more powtyful Sirdars, 
they muft; of necelTity, adopt whatever plan of adtionihe others may think expedient 
to embrace. 

The dominions of. Jewhar Sing, or the Jaut countiy, extends in the peninfula from 
Agra to within a few Cofs of Dehly on the weft, and near Etwah on the eaft; they 
are pofiTefired likewife of a large tradt to 'the fouth of the Jumna; and, befidty a 
number of inferior places of ftrength, have three forts which are deemed alnioft im- 
pregnable. The revenue of Jewhar .Sing is, -on a moderate computation, near two 
crore of . J rupees. per annum, befides the aftouifliing fums his father Serage Mahl had 
amaffed. But, though he is fo much fuperior to his neighbours in wealth, his ftrength 
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■is not proportionable ; bis people, from tbeir caft and occupation, are nnaddifted to 
arms, and be Has, therefore, on all occafions where be has been attacked himfelf, or 
has attacked others, been obliged to call in foreign auxiliaries : thefe carry off a large 
-•proportion of his excefs of wealth, and muft, if he has any thought, render hini 
cautious of engaoing much in war, left the fame arms he ufes for the deftrudtion of 
others, may be ultimately turned againft himfelf. His charadter, like the majority 
of the great in Hindoftan, is that of a man abforbed in pleafure and luxury ; weak, 
vain-glorious, afpiring, without experience or abilities. He difeovered fome perfoiial 
bravery in his late engagement with the Raje-poots, but little prudence or conduct 
in the commencement of the, war, or rnethod of carrying it on. His ftanding army 
is computed at about twelve thoufand horfc, a large body of foot, who garrifon his 
forts ; and Somroo, with his rabble of Sepoys, is the general he feems moft to de- 
pend upon., ^ ^ _ 

The power with which he is now at war, is Maha Rajah Madhu Sing; and his 
ambition, which led him to the invafton, coft him, five months ago, fo fignal a de- 
'icat, that he has been obliged to call in the Seiks to his alfiftance. His adverfary 
has done the- fame with the Maharattas; and Ihould their divifions permit them to 
anfwer the fummons, in all probability after the enfuing rains the difjpute .may be- 
come obftinate and' bloody : whatever may be the event, it can fcarcely affedi us ; 
and the moft probable confequence feems to be, a confirmation of tire general -tran- 
quility, as thefe four principal powers will be too rpuch enfeebled, by their mutual ef- 
forts againft each other, to be Ijreedily in a condition of giving the public any difturbance. 

Maha Rajah Madhu Sing poffeffes a large diftridt to about the fouth-weft of Dehly, 
and his revenue is eftimated at about a crore of * rupees. Few princes of Hindoftan 
can compare with him for the antiquity of his family, or the fame of his anceftors. 
His fubjedls arc chiefly Raje-poots, born to war; they are the cultivators of his lands 
■in peace, and the undaunted defenders of thefe lands when invaded. -Proud of their 
ancient glory,- they difdain to fly, and rufli rvith intrepidity to certain deatlr or .vidtor}^ 
In the late engagement with jewhar Sing, their horfe rode up through the fire of 
•above ninety pieces of cannon, and all the mufquetry of the Sepoys, till they came 
to fwords ; and, though thrice repulfed, 'renewed the attack, which met with the 
fuccefs their bravery deferved, and night alone faved the remains of the Jaut’s broken 
forces. What renders this noble fpirit ftill more laudable is, that it is chiefly exerted 
in the defence of their families and maftcr; nor do I recolledt an inftance in the 
annals of Hidoflan, where they were fubdued themfelves, or attempted the con- 
queft of others. 

The h'laha Rajah is more remarkable for his family than talents ; and though nei- 
ther weak nor deficient, 3'^ct his abilities can hardly entitle him to eminence or fame. 
His ftanding army is but inconfiderable, becaufe, as I obferved before, all his fub- 
-jedls are his foldiers ; fo that, however amply he is provided for his own fecurit}'', his 
•fyftcm is no u'ays calculated for foreign expeditions. 

We have been fo long acquainted with the Maharattas in the Deccan, that it 
-would be fuperfluous to make any obfervations on their fituations, to gentlemen fo 
-well inforrned of it from the prefidencies of Madrafs and Bombay ; and I fliould not 
have mentioned them at all, except as pofleffors of fome diftridls which lie on the 
fouth of the Jumna, and contiguous to the -f demefnes of our § royal ally. Their 
•neighbourhood, however, can never give us caufe of apprehenfion, as the,fmallnefs 
■of their force there leaves them rather open to invafions themfelves, than puts it in 
their power.to molefl: others : and the late advices from Bombay and h'ladrafs, 'wib- 

* 1,250,000/. f The province of Korah and Allahabad. 

§ Shah Allum, the prefent emperor of Hindoftan. 
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clearly point out how impratfhicable it mnft be for ’the Maharattas, tinder their ,pre- 
-fent intcilinc divifions and jcaloufies, to fend any formidable reinforcements to fo re- 
mote poflefllons with hoftile views. I fliall clofc this head with one general remark, 
that as, the Maharattas arc notorioufly the foldicrs for hire, their arms will proba- 
bly be ever at our devotion, becaufe our revenues can befl enable us to come up to 
their price. ' 

As the country of the Seiks commences as far weft as Sirhind, their diilance would 
<be a fufiicient reafon for omitting them in this detail, did not their aftonifliing rife 
from the lotyeftebb of national wcaknefs, to a mod: refpeftable pitch of power, make 
it neceffary juft to touch on them. In the reign of Ferruk Seer, their tribe was not 
computed at above one thoufand perfons ; but their admiffion of converts of all per- 
ftiafions into their religion, has, in fo ftiort an interval, fwelled their force to above 
eighty thoufand men fit for arms ; and put them in pofTeffion of all that fertile coun- 
try between Sirhind and the river Atoch. In a political view, they feem rather a 
barrier for Hindoftan againft Abdalla, or any other weftern power, than, a people 
aiming at conqueft; and their military condinft on the § Shaw’s, late expedition, gave 
full proof of their ability to repel, if not min an invader. 

This, gentlemen, is the ftatc of the Hindoftan powers, which I have taken the 
liberty of fubmitting to your cognizance. I believe it will be found exaft, though 
not minute, and be fufficient to demonftrate, that, as every advantage of revenue, 
difeipline, force, and unanimity is on our fide, fo the oppofite difadvantages muft 
prove fatal to any power who may attempt to be your enemy. I muft refer you to 
the country correfjiondencc for farther particulars, as well as for the confirmation of 
what I have here advanced. You will there find pleafing proofs of the anxious defire 
all the powers I have enumerated, exprefs for our alliance and friendlhip ; and }^ou 
will clearly perceive from thence, how cafy it muft be for us to maintain our prefent 
charafter as umpires of Hindoftan, by counteradfing any hoftile defigns againft our- 
felves or our allies, by our influence at a diftance, or by our force when near. This 
has been the fyftem I have ever ftrenuoufly recommended to the Committee; the 
maxim I have invariably purfued niyfelf ; and this, I truft, will continue in future to 
be crowned with the defired fuccefs. 

I could have wiflicd the * gentlemen on the Coaft had been more deeply imprefled 
with this idea, fo that the reinforcements fent from Bengal, inftead of being fcattered 
and difmembered, might have ftruck the important blow we meditated againft the 
-f Subah. In this cafe, Hydcr-abad, weak and defencelefs, muft have fallen an eafy 
prey before the Nizam could have even received intelligence of the expedition ; and, 
as the capture muft have more univerfally enforced a convidtion of bur power, fo the 
generous reftitution of it to a repenting enemy, muft have highly exalted our mo- 
deration and difintereftednefs. 

You will obferve, from the Committee proceedings, that a jealoufy has long fub- 
fifted between the courts of his J majefty and Sujah al Dowlah. A feeming atten- 
tion in us to one more than to the other, will ever awaken apprehenfions ; and, how- 
ever nice and delicate our conduft may be, imaginary caufe for uneafinefs will al- 
ways be found. His majefty has lately, through our interpofition, liftened to an ac- 
commodation w'ith the il Nabob; and,. by a letter juft received, has confirmed his 
reconciliation, by conferring a drefs on the j) Vizier. 

The very large and valuable cargoes laden on board the feveral flrips of this fta- 
fon, will, 'I hope, be a convincing proof of the great attention that has been paid to lb 

§ Shaw Abdalla, the Duranny king. ^ o . .. c v r> 

* The prefidfency of Madras, on the coaft of Coromandel. Nizam Ally, Subah of the Deccan. 

I Shah Allum, the prefent emperor of Hindoftan. 11 Sujah al Dowlah, the Vizier. 
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important a part of your affairs. The feveral invoices amount to no lefs xhzn five mil- 
lions eio-ht hundred and ninety-fix thoiifand ^ rupees, and. a'ballance of goods m- 
rnains in the warehonfes of four hundred and forty-nine thoufand rupees^ which 
makes the total of your'inveftment this feafon fix millions three/hundred and forty- 
five thoufand J rupees. So confiderable an increafe, at a time when the other nations 
were equally anxious with ourlelves to extend their trade, could not be effedted uith- 
out 'many difagreeable complaints from both the French and Dutch fadfories j-. though 
many of them, upon examination, proved frivolous, and others without foundation. 
They muft do us the juftice to acknowledge, that we have adted towards them with 
moderation, and have often aflifled them by out influence with the country govern- 
ment in points that were not detrimental to your intereft; nor has this increafe been 
unattended b}'’ complaints from your own fervants, though, I muft confefs, with 
niuch more juftice : and my duty to my employers, no lefs than humanity to the 
fufferers, calls upon me to la}'' before }''ou a diftindt reprefentatioii of their cafe. The in- 
curfions of the Maharattas' in the time of the Nabob Alliverdy Cawn, the difputes 
we were forced into with his fucceflbr, Serajah al Dowlah, and the war we fuftained 
againft the bloody t}n:ant Meer Coffim, have kept thefe provinces in a continual ftate 
of confufion, and introduced all the evils attendant upon war. Cultivation was neg- 
ledted, manufadtures were deftroyed, and numbers of weavers and winders were ob- 
liged to procure fubfiftence from a lefs precarious employment. We have, indeed, 
enjoyed a few }'ears of reft, and the country every day feels more and more the be- 
'nefit arifing from it. Plenty has fucceeded to famine, and fecurity has induced the 
natives to apply themfelves again to labour, and to commerce ; but the manufadtures 
are fcarcely encreafed, the Aurungs are not fo well peopled as they were twenty years 
before ; and }'et your demands, and thofe of the other nations, are beyond what the 
country is able to fupply, was every fpccies of cloth to be purchafed. The amount 
of your orders is above a |i crore and twenty lacks, the Dutch wifii to have § forty, 
the French are endeavouring to procure ** twenty-two, and the Danes . and Porfu- 
guefe -f-f fifteen. 

The French and Dutch Companies, by granting remittances only for fuch fums as 
have been paid into their treafuries in filver, have been amply fupplied with monc}’'; 

. and they have as amply ,furni{hed their agents at the Aurungs with the proper Ipecies 
of rupees, whilft we have been put to difficulties in that account. To obviate thefe 
in fbme meafure, and to comply with your orders to the utmoft of our power, we 
have been obliged to curtail the private trade of your fervants at every Auinng to a 
degree almoft of annihilation; 

Deprived of that principal branch of commerce by which alone the fhipping trade 
can be fupported, interdidted trading in fait, whilft we behold all the foreign nations, 
as well as natives, enjoying the benefit of it, under feigned names and various pre- 
tences, too intricate to be unfolded, and too deeply laid to be checked or brought 
to public view, prohibited all other means of accumulating mone)’’, with fmall'fa- 
lafies, and no emoluments, from whence is a i'ervant to raife a fortune in Bengal ? I 
declare, I have as great an opinion pf your prefent fet of ferr'ants in general, as of 
any one body of men : but with fuch a profpedl before them, having the govern- 
ment of a rich and populous kingdom, and the amount of millions pafling through 
their hands, they muft be more than men to ftand the fiery trial ; were they to relfft 
the temptation, I greatly fear that zeal and vigour - fo neceflaiy for the profperous 
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management of your affairs^ would be wanting ; but, ihonld it be toO powerful, I 
tremble For the confequenccs. 

This, I am fenfible, is not the ftate to which you would wilh to Fee your fervice 
reduced, but it really is the {late at prefent ; you have been pleafed to promifc youv 
fervahts fome confideration-in lieu of the fait, and they wait with anxiety - 3 ''our -re- 
folutidns. 

I have thus, gentlemen, performed what my duty required at my hands ; if I have 
any where exprefled myfelf with too much warmtlj, the nature of the fubjedt will, I, 
hope, fufficiently plead my' excufe. , 

It was this heavy reHridlion upon private trade, that induced fome of the gentle- 
men clandefliuely to extend their commerce into the territories of our ally Sujah al 
•powlah, but the ill condudl of fome of the Gomaftahs having occafioned. complaints, 
from the Nabob, I immediately ilTucd orders for their recall, and have taken effedlual- 
meafures for preventing that trade in future. 

, The iricreafing fcarcity of filver has been fo fully fet forth in the proceedings of the- 
Gduncil and Committee, that nothing but the urgent neceffity of the fettlement could, 
tempt me to remind you of it in this letter. Gold is not current at the Aurungs, and 
we fliall with difficulty be enabled to raife a fufficient quantity of filver for the prOvi- 
fioii of the enfuing year’s inveflment.. A farther remittance to China is entirely out 
of piir power to fupply. 

The extent of your territorial polTeffiOns in Bengal requires a confiderable body both- 
of Europeans and Sepoys to be maintained for its defence. The latter corps is condantly 
■kept completed, but the number of the former is far fhort of the hxed eftabliflimcnt. 
The r'ecruits of the laffi feafon were not even fufficient to fupply cafualties. As the- 
keeping the brigades and artillery complete is of the highefl importance to the fafety oC 
thefe provinces, I mull entreat of you, gentlemen, to encreafe the number, of the- 
aiinual recruits for Bengal. 

■ The indent for cannon and {mail arms, I likewife hope, will be fully complied 
lyith ; of the former, many may prove ufelefs on the very firft trial, and the latter are- 
liable to fo mahy accidents,, from the dangerous navigation- of the river in tranfporting 
tffiem to the army, from, the ignorance, the carelefTnefs, or the defertion of the Sepoys,, 
that 'an ample referve in our magazines is abfolutely neceiTary ; no lefs than one thou-, 
fand fix hundred of the laft fiipply were-loftin the river a few days 'fince, which, Tfear,. 
we lhall never recover; . . ’ 

An agate quaivy has been lately difeovered among the hills near Mongheer : as the- 
done appeared to be of a .proper quality for gunflints, I ordered a quantity to be made,-., 
and have diredted five thoufand to be fent to the fecond brigade, and the like quantity- 
to the remainder of the firfi: brigade, arid the troops in garrifon ; if,, upon trial, they 
anfwer my expedlation, I lhall recommend to the board the providing two millions of 
them to be kept in llor-e for the fupply of any future emergency : they are cheaper- 
than the flints from Europe, the expence being only four rupees for a thoufand ; but,, 
left they ftiould riot prove ferviceable, or the vein be infufficient for a conftant -fupply,. 

I would beg leave to recommend that the indent for this feafon be complied with. I 
have fent by Captain Riddle one hundred, taken promifcuoully out of the heap, for 
your examination and opinion. 

‘ The Committee proceedings will inform you, that we have been treating with the- 
Maharattas fortheir ceffion of the country of Cuttack : this negociation has been great-- 
Ay protradled, but .1 am in hopes of feeing it very loon concluded. It is cuftomary 
with thefe people to.fpin out treaties to an immoderate length ayaritious in the higheft 
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dcErrfiCj tlicy cndc&vour by Gvcry.sitificc to cncrcflfG their exorbitant demflndsj nndj 
faithlefs themfelves, they are fufpicious of. the faith of others. The advantages of 
fuch.an acceffion of territory are too obvious to require being particularly pointed out. 
The mutual affiftance the f prefidencies can yield each other, unfubjefted to the pre- 
carioufnefs of the feafons, and the accidents fo liable to fliipping, is not one of the leaft 
we fhall derive from completing the chahi of your pofleffions from the banks of the 
§ Caramnaffa to the extremities of the coaft of Coromandel. 

I have the honour to enclofe you a general ftatement of your receipts and difturfe- 
ments of cafh during the year one tlioufand feven hundred and fixty-feven. It is cal- 
culated more for fpeculation, than to be depended upon for its exaftnefs; though I ana 
certain you will find it deviating but llightly from the truth, fiiould any error appear. 

- ■ To confirm what I have before urged of the neceffiry of your encreafing the number 
of recruits deftined for this prefidency, I do myfelf the honour to enclofe a Hate of the 
European forces, drawn up to the firft of this month, and compared with one made 
the 30th of June laft ; from which you will obferve that three hundred and ninety were 
fick, and fix hundred and feventy were wanting to complete the eftablifliment, before 
the arrival of the recruits of lafi: fealbn ; and though none of them were loft either by 
death or defertion during their ftay at Calcutta, we have at this time three hundred 
and fixty-fix fick, and three hundred and five are ftill wanting to complete : an amazing 
deficiency, when it is confidered that the fickly feafon is not yet begun, 

A number of gentlemen are employed in a furvey of thefe provinces. The boun- 
daries are almoft finiflied, and they are now taking the fedtions of the feveral countries. 
In September next, I hope to .have the pleafure of fending you a complete plan, of all 
your pofleflions in this part of India. In tracing and examining fuch an immenfe tra& 
of country, the greateft part of which affords not the leaft conveniency to an European, 
the expence muft neceffarily be great, but the benefit of fuch an undertaking will be 
an ample compenfation for the charges that are atte.ndant upon.it. 

You will be pleafed to receive a general return of your forces,, both European and 
Sepoys. As I have not lately received any return of the detachment to the Coaft, I 
have been obliged to omit it. 

I flatter myfelf you have, erenow, made choice of a gentleman to fucceed me in the 
governrnent : the weaknefs of my conftitution renders fuch a raeafure abfolutely necef- 
far}’', if it is not already effedled. My gratitude to the Company would not allow me 
to hefitate a moment in complying with their orders, ftiould they judge it expedient 
for me to make a longer ftay in India ; but a feries of nineteen years dedicated to their 
feiwice has fo entirel}^ deftroyed my conftitution, that another year’s refidence in Ben- 
gal would, in all probability, prove fatal. Should my ill ftate of health oblige me to 
vacate the chair before I am honoured with your anfwer, I fhall quit it with the lefs- 
reludtance, as the gentleman next to me in the fervice, (Mr. Cartier,) bears fo worthy 
and unexceptionable a charadter : and I take the liberty of recommending him to \''our 
particular notice. 

Allow rne, gentlemen, to conclude with a private requeft for myfelf, and I the lefs 
fear a denial,^ when I reflect, that it is the firft I have ever taken the liberty to make ; 
that you will indulge me with the remittance of fuch. part of my fortune as may be 
lemaining in India at my departure, through your cafh. 

H. V. 

t The two prefidencies of Fort St. George on the coaft of Coromandel, and of Fort William in 

ijengsi. 

Caramnaffa is the north-weft boundary of the province of :Bahar, and divides it from the- 
late Bajah Bulwant Sing’s country. 
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No. XXV. 


jTo the Honourable the Court of T>h e^6rs, &c. 


Fort William, September aC, i-jii, 

I had the honour to addrefs you under date the 28th of March, by the diip Admiral 
Pocock, and endeavoured then to give yon as full a flatement of your political and com- 
mercial concerns, as my health and a lliort refpite from public bufmefs would permit. I 
will now proceed on the fame plan to lay jdainly before you every matter which feems 
worthy of your knowledge or attention. I have always deemed this diredt corrcfpondcnce 
■between the ibcfulcnt and tlic Court of Diredors of the mod ferious import to the Com- 
pany ; bccaufc, having the j)rimary fu])crintcndcncc of the fcvcral departments, he muft 
bebeft acquainted with the immediate fprings of every material event; and bccaufc,' as 
an individual, he can communicate his fentimenrs with that freedom and unreferve which 
the delicacy of public addrcflcs will not with propriety admit. It has ever been my 
principle, and, I trud, will be ever my practice, to give truth as I find it, even where 
that truth might appear unfavourable to myfelf, or diliigrccable to you ; I look on my- 
felf as accountable for all my public adis to you, to my king, and to my country,; 
and I will never difguife fadts to court ajiprobation, or conceal diem from an apprehen- 
fion of ccnfurc. For this rcafon, I hojic my prefent reprefentation will have that weight 
in your opinions which I could have widicd our public ones had been honoured with 
on fome late confequential points. Your Governor and Council, I may fafely affirm, 
ever merited the preference which feems to have been given to private authorities; and, 
I am perfuaded, a iliort rcdcdlion will cafily evince how injurious fuch.a, fufpicion is 
to your fervants, how unworthy of your impartiality, and how dangerous to the Com- 
pany’s adairs in general. The intelligence of individuals can be derived only from 
partial lijghts, and communicated mainly with private views. Your fervants, on the 
contrary, arc immediately prefent on the feene of addon ; they have free accefs to every 
fourcc of information, and can neither aggrandife orvillify advantages or Ioffes, without 
certainty of dctcdlion and forfeiture of good name. Whatever benefits, therefore, 
may be expedted to accrue from a comparifon of public and private advices, they will 
be found by experience to be no ballince to their inconveniences : fuch a jealous atten- 
tion to their aftions may, perhaps, prove a curb to a corrupt adminiftration, but it 
will certainly furnifli them with a plaufible cxcufc, while a manifeftation of diftruft will 
inevitably fetter the adlivity and refolution of the mod; upright government. As your 
fervants, we are accountable for every adt and meafure; but it is furely hard that our 
condudl; and integrity diould be arraigned on the ill-founded teftimony of fanguine or 
difconteirted men ! I am fenfible how much the .delicacy of your fituation, and the 
violence of oppoftion muft have influenced you in this point ; and I hope you will cx- 
cufe my warmth on the occafion. A little time will either juflify or condemn us ; and 
I truft the prefent * difpatch will dcmonflrate whofc reprefentations have been mofl; au- 
thentic and impartial. 

The King Shaw Allum remains much in the fame fituation, both as to his affairs 
and difpofitionsl The memory of what is pafl; continues to render him fearful of form- 
ing ITindoftan connedtions. Formed, as I have obferved, rather for private life than a 
throne, he infcnfibly begins to acquiefee in the enjoyment of competence and inde- 
pendency : and his rooted jealoufy of Sujah al Dowlah, ' and of his encreafing power. 


* By the fhip Valentine. 


binds 



appendix. ; m 


binds -him to us more llrongly,' as well from apprehcnfion as neceffit> . He.profeflcs 
on ail occafions, and I believe fmcerely, to be influenced only by the Englifn counfelsj. 
and thouo-h his re-eftablifliment at Dehly is cafually.the fubjed of his conyerlation and. 
letters, yet a reference to Col. Barker’s correfpondence will point out how tar his reiolu- 

tions in this matter are from being. immediate or determined. y 

In the fltuarion of the other potentates of 'Hindoftan, no great alteration has taken- 
place, except the deceafe of the Raje-poot and Jaut 'chiefs. Maha Rajah Madhu Sing 
died a natural death, after concluding , a fort of truce rather than peace, with Jewhar 
Sing and the Seiks ; and Jewhar Sing was^ affaffinated in June by a Raje-poot, four of 
whom had been comiruflioned by their principal Sirdars for that purpofe, from an 
apprehenfion of his views on their country, after the rains, on account of the youth 
and weaknefs of their new ruler Perteet Sing. No commotions, however, have been 
produced by this accident. His brother Ruttun Sing (a weak and indolent de- 
bauchee) has peaceably fucceeded him, though it is not improbable that l ery weak- 
nefs may prove a temptation to his neighbours, or the enterprizing Maharatra or Seik, 
to attack him at a proper opportunity., Divilions have alfo been manifefted among 
the Rohiilas. A formidable infurredion. was raifed in. Achmed Cawn’s country, 
w'hich obliged him to apply to his majefty and Sujah alDowlah for affiftance; though 
tranquility has fmce been reftored to his territories, by the defeat of the rebel Abed- 
ullah Cawn, without any foreign interpofition. The pow'.ers farther to the weftward 
appear tranquil and fettled. There is no appearance of any new expedition from the 
Shaw Abdalla. And the- Seiks will, in ali probability, not adopt adive meafures 
this feafon, as they have received money from Madhu Sing, Jewhar Sing,, and Nijib 
al Dowlah, to purchafe their friendlliip, or rather to buy off their ravages. The only 
probability of their return muft be from the invitation of the Jauts or Raje-poots, 
fliould the Maharattas make any attempt upon them. And their interfering in this- 
cafe, will rather add to our fecurky, than give us reafon for. alarm *. becaufe, by their 
fupport of the weaker party, the conteft muft become more equal, and the only ene- 
tny we have to fear in India, be greatly weakened thereby, without the mediation 
either of our arms or influence.. 


The. ftate and order, of your provinces, revenues, commerce, and- fcrvice in gene- 
ral, arc matters next in confequence to your political fecurity; and, as fuch,. require 
the moft urgent reprefentations on my part, and the moft difpaflionate attention on 
yours. The animofity of public fadion, the extravagant hopes of the partial and 
flinguiae, and tlie unjuft mifreprefentations of the defigning and difeontented, have 
contributed to exaggerate the advantages of all above their real, or. even poflible, 
amount; they have confpired to draw on us the public odium, and miflead the im- 
partiality and propriety of 5tour moft pofitive orders !. 

When the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriflh came under your jurifdldion,. 
they tvere much funk in opulence, population, and manufadures, from their, ancient 
impoi tance. ^ The almoft continual irruptions of the Maharattas, under the govern- 
ment of Alllverdy Cawm, and the avarice of the minifters under the fupineuefs of 
.^•erajah al Dowlah, the neceflities of Meet JafEer, and the iron hand of the rapa- 
cious and blood-thirfty Meer Coffira, ftruck equally at the property of the rich, and: 
mdulti'y of the poor : and while it reduced the one to indigence, compelled the 
other to feek fefety in flight.. If,, to thefe, ive add, firft, the immenfe amount in 
Ipecie and .levels to the value of between three and five crores of rupees, fecretedi 
or earned off by Cofiim, after his feveral defeats had obliged him to relinquifli alb 
hopes of a remftatement zdl)-, The royal tribute of twenty-fix. -f- lacks, and the- 


expencK 


*■ Between and 6,250,00/.'. 


f 5.25jOoo/.'. 
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expeiiqe of -about t^venty lacks for a brigade,, both paid annually out of the pro- 
vinces, and confeqiiently out of the Sphere of our immediate'circulation : 3dly, The 
annual amount of our own, and the other nations inveftments, for which no %alue 
■ is: received into the country ; 4thly,, The large exports of bullion “to China, and the 
different prefidencies during the three laft years:' And laflly, the unavoidable mif- 
‘ fortune and capital drain, the immenfe fums paid into the cafh of foreign nations, for 
bills on their refpedfive Companies. I fa)^, the aggregate of thefe feveral exports 
. inuft appear inevitably and immediately ruinous to the moll flourifliing ftate, rnuch 
iefs be deemed tolerable to a declining and exhaufted country ! Yet it is in this fitu- 
ation the Court of Diredlors, and the nation in general, have been induced to expedt 
prodigious remittances in fpecie, from a country 'which produces little gold and no 
filverrand where any confiderable imports of both have, for a feries of years, been, 
rendered unheceffary to the trader of foreign Companies, by the general demands for 
• draughts on Europe.. It was 'therefore to be wifhed, and was more than once pro- 
pofed3 that wlren thefe lands came under our management, we had lowered, for a 
time the ftated rents of nloft diftridts, as an incitement to cultivation and improve- 
ment, rather than have made the fmalleft attempt to ah increafe. Many, howevet^ 
and powerful reafons, confpired to influence the adminiftration in the. meafures they 
adopted : the neceflity of providing a certain fund for emergencies, in a- country 
fruitful in revolutions, the certainty of no fupplies from home, or the other prefi- 
flencies, and the- probability of large demands from both; all pleaded powerfully 
for retaining things on the footing we found them,, and for . poftponing a relaxation 
'of revenue, till thefe great purpofes were, fully accomplifhed. I'he event has jufli- 
fied our pre-conceived opinions, though the neceflities, of the country remain unre- 
lieved and unremedied. . Difireffed as we are, at prefent, for the means of the necef- 
fary remittances to the Coaft and, Bomba)'', for the provifion of future, inveftments, 
and even the defraying of current expences, what mufl: have been our lituation, had 
our collections been lefs rigid and ample ? Excufe me, gentlemen, for fuggefting 
here another reafon, not lefs cogent, though of a . private nature : If, tvhen your fer- 
vants have exerted themfelves in every extenfion of your revenues and inveftment 
'confident with the immediate fafety of the countr)', all their efforts fall fo fliort of 
the ideas you have formed, and of the public expectation, what could they have 
hoped, had they framed their meafures for prefent retrenchments and diftant advan- 
tages ? Might not )Our whole adminiftration here, with juftice, have apprehended 
their being facrificed to an irritated and mifinformed Court of Proprietors, who 
might have regretted the injury, when the reparation was beyond tHeir power? Do 
us the juftice, gentlemen, to refleCt how unreafonable fuch a riik of our fortunes 
and characters muft appear after a tedious -fervice, and the manifold injuries pf the 
•climate, more efpecially where our own' opinions and integrity are all the evidence 
•we have to produce in our fupport. - 

-Permit me to give you my nioft ferious opinion, founded on almoft nineteen years • 
experience in the various branches of your revenues, and in various diftriCts of your 
poflelTions, that it is totally be)mnd.the power of your adminiftration to make any. 
material addition to your rents, or remit a lingle rupee in fpecie home ; and that, 
unlefs the moft efficacious and fpeedy meafures are entered upon by you to neceffitate 
the foreign nations to an importation of bullion, equal to the amount of their home- 
ward cargoes, and effectually to divert the capital fums paid for their bills into the 
channel of your own remittances, money will foon become fo fcarce as to oblige us 

to collect many of the rents in the produce' of the lands inftead of fjpecie, and our 

utmoft 



aSd 'a iD'allari^' qf 

and tiibfeiof lili'tiie otner nations,'’- 
demons.' ' 

'"The extent 



lacks' on t:he' ' gentlemen' '.of Madf dfs • ' ' and ' J'‘h'avfe 'the hi'pft ^ c'ertaih ‘ ihfbrmatiph 'that ,■ 
th^ir'treafuries at'P'dndi'cherry'and' 'Chandohi^dre are ''amply' fiifinffie'd '\vifh all prb-' 
’ ’ ’ * * " ' ‘ '*Yi3u' 'have ' 



j’duf 'orders, and reguiatihni .h'd-C^e, furhiifiii(d .'them- j with' "^tKe ^ molt ' exterifiyg' me^ns.j of' 
both;, ';'’lt-ls’hh'H''ain' to threaten difniVffidn' 'from four fefvice, or’ forfeiture of ydur'plo-' 
tedtibhi for fending home money by foreign cadi, while you open no door for re- 
mittanees yourfelves. Such menaces may render tire pradtice more fecret and cautious ; 
but will never diminilli, much lefs remove 'the evil. 

Butf it is not frorn their accumulation of^rnqney, alone, both hpre and on the coaft^ 
that I think the-'French'‘delignV ret^uire'-'a-'Ycl'y feVio'Us-'att'eritioh ; biit becaufe their 
preparations at the iflands, and the number of Ihips they fend out to remain in the 
country,' leave' iis little 'fdOlh to doubt they are meditating an important and early blo-(v 



lail, for receiving all prpnies tendered . to. our trealurv, and giving bills on'EuroDc,' 
payable in three annual proporpon^; the whole to -bear an intpreft of fix per cent.. 

tin n'lrh l-iiiic luprp rTrontPrl *' on/^'f-Uia m \L}jC 



j^ing evy; -memW lOftWat 

they acquiefced m my meafur'es ■) . -'^' tLn .s; - 

* 359 )°°°’^' , . t U5,ooo/. 
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But though it has been, impoffible for , iiSj rin one prefent fituation, to follow- your 
diredions , in the reniittanccs of fo large a futn in fpecicj, as much,-! think,, as the- 
power .of, men could has beca done, and is Hill doing, to enable you to, realize in, 
Europe, .as much as .pplTible'of your ^property here. The. mode, indeed, has been 
difrerenb froiu what, you,had,pfcfcnbcd ; but, 1 flatter- my felf, it will be found, om 
trial, mbfl; beneficial to.' the Company’s affairs,, and the nation in general. If you will 
recur to the ftatc of your inveftment four or five years ago, it will be found on an 
average, not to exceed 34 * lacks of rupees ; the laft. year we provided, you the amount, 
of .64 f. lacks.; and T a.m in hopes to be able to tranfmit you,, by thcflripsof this- 
fcafon,_ goods, to the , value of one complete million flcrling,. "Vinien it is.confidered,. 
that, this .is an increafe df.of near dop,ooo; pounds flcrling, that your pofleffions will- 
belefs impovcriflied by an export of their produce than fpecic,. that the nation will be' 
benefited by the duties on fo large an import, and that the Company, inftcad of a lofs . 
of 20 per cent, on bullion, will reap a confidcrable profit, on thcfalcs.of thefe cargoes, 

I doubt not our condinSt and. ,induflry will meet your, and the nation’s moft finccre 
approbation. , . ^ , 

. To, enable you to form the- niofl.pcrfeiT idea of the military improvements of, the. 
Nabob Sujah ai,Dowlah,' ll fend you,, by Captain Pui-vis, a mufket, which was one 
ofhis'firft attempts;, and alfo.a-lock, which is of his laft and beft manufadture. 

■ ■■ ‘ H..V. 

■' ■ • No. XXVI. ; 

■ So the \HonquraMe the Cpta't of I^ircBprSi^ & ... ■ 


, ,• > FortWilHam,. April 5, 1765, ' 

There has.no mateiiaf alteration taken place in the KingV.affairs, , or in^thofe of the- 
otKer powers of Hindoftan, firice the date, of my laft> letter. , ' His majefty is.ftill at, 
Allah-rabad,, and , ha.s.fhe.wn ,fpme, difpofition towards a reconciliation with jh.is , Vizier,, 
and honoured him .with a vifit - of .compliment at his capital Faiz-abad. . - , 

' We.have'had forae alarms. of an intended invafion.of Hindoftan, by. the Shaw. 
Abdalla, at the invitation of the, Raje-poot chiefs, in, order. to .revenge themfelves of - 
the Jauts, for their unwarrantable attack of their country laft year,, under- Jewhar, 
Singv Later, advices, however,- alTure us,, that he has-been obliged to march, back,, 
in order , to. reduce. one of,his,.principaLchiefs,.'.who had revolted ; .and- that the rifque. 
he, runs of having his Candah^, dominions attacked ;by, j: Kerini Ca\yn, in his ab-? . 
fence, will probably make /him cautious, how hef Ventures, fo far from.his,,own:., 
frontiers.,.- . ... 

' Yet, though w.e have little reafon for fears from abroad, - the internal ftateof our 
provinces is, a matter' of real concern ; .and, unlels - provided for by fpeedy. and ef- , 
fedtual hieafutes, they rinuft moulder ' into ruin; of themfelves, ‘-with.but the-, interven- ,, 
tion of any enemy. A little .attehtiori..to the nature -of the riches of -Bengal, and.a- 
Gomparifori, of the, various, foufees- of wealth , or , diftrefs in the former, and prefent-, 
fyftems of government,, will,, evince. .this . beyond; difpute. Though our provinces af- 
ford no gold, filver, or precious flones,. yet the.vaft variety and abundance of the 
produce of -the lands, and. the,, excellence of. ,the-.manufa(^res of ^he. inhabitants,, 
leave them-, no great occafion for imported commodities ;, .arid, . at the fame time, in- 
vite foreign merchants to purcKafe and export thefe go.ods.- and manufadtures,. from 

• , 38-3',;oo L t 720,000 /. ' ■ N. B. Thefe being Current rupees, are ellimated at two fhillings and 
three-pence each, , t The prefeiit emperor of Perfia. ^ 

their 
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tlieir fuperior cheapnefs and quality; I have obferved, that the nativjs-had occalion 
for few foreign commodities, , either : for convenience or for luxury, and,^confequently, 
a very fmall proportion of their trade, could .be carried on by barter, and^the reft only 
by giving fpecie for goods. The extent^ alfo of; this traffic was prodigious ;. and 
befides the large inveftments of the different European nations, the Bengal raw filk, 
cloths, &c. to a vaft amount, were difperfed to the Weft and North, inland^ ns far 
as Guzzerat, Lahore, and even Ifpahan. In proportion, therefore, to this dinunon 
of commerce, the quantity of fpecie in the country neceffarily increafed, the far- 
.mer and, workman lyere enabled, to anfwer the demands of government witli eafe, by 
the readinefs of their fales and every extenfioh of ihduftry at home, of trade abroad, 
was a new opening to an advance of the general opulence. : . , ■ 

From this view, then, . of the ftate. of. trade heretofore in thefe provincesj and by 
fetting the fuiii of the charges of merchandize, and other neceflary difburfements 
againft the fum of the imports, it will clearly follow, that the lyhole amount of the 
-trade of the provinces was a clear gain to them, by an exchange of their produce 
for bullion., : . ' ; 

. How far the imports and expences ballance. each other, you have ample means ^ of 
convidfion in ^mur own hands,, by a comparifon of ^mur export- goods and bullion 
with your faftory difburfements, and homeward inveftment, tin the revolution in 
I75y; and if they.fhould prove fo in your extenfive commerce, the circumftance 
will hold much more ftrongly in the inland trade of the Mogul and Guzzerat mer- 
chants who had the duties of the government to pay, and whofe goods were tranf- 
-ported chiefly by expenfive land-carriage.. . If thefe fa&s are admitted, we can be no 
.longer ; at a lofs for the fource.of.,the-prodigious .ancient riches of Bengal, as there 
flowed in every year an increafe of fpecie equal to the export trade of the country ; 
and of the immenlity .of this, we muft conceive the moft confequential idea, when 
we find from the Pachoutrah or cuftom-.office books, at Murflied-abad, that fo late 
as Alliverdy Gawffs time, and after fo many internal ^ revolutions and foreign rava- 
ges, nearly the value of feventy 9 lacks of raw filk were entered .there, exclufive of 
the European inveftments, which were not regiftered in them, as being either duty- 
free, or . paying 'at Hdughlyi ■ Here then we trace the grand "and true fountain of the 
wealth of thefe Subahs, and the fp lend our of their Nazims ; but, befides this, there 
were, alfo feveral collateral ftreams which ferved,' in their turn, to feed and fwell the 
principal one. The advantages accruing from fo beneficial a commerce, enabled, as 
we have feen, the farmer and manufafturer to difeharge their .ftipulated revenue to 
their prince; and thefe revenues again did not center, nor were funk. in his coffers, 
but returned through various channels into the general ’ circulation. ■ Large Jagheers 
were granted to men of noble families, or particular favourites; whole diftrifts were 
allotted to the other branches of the reigning family,' at a rate vaftly below their real 
value : large armies of horfe, &c.. were maintained either for fliow or fecurity, at 
an enormous expence ; and even the luxury and pomp,, ever, tcuftoniar)'’ among, the 
potentates of the Eaft,' contributed in fbme degree, by encouraging a fpirit of ex- 
pcnce, and diffipating large fums among the people in general; which, if they had 
reinamed fhut up in the tfeafury, w^ould have been a lofs to the currency, and no 
prefent advantage to the proprietor. By thefe • means, therefore, and the advantage 
of trade already mentioned, an extenfive and brifk circulation of fpecie was kept up 
every where;- the farmer was eafy, the ardzan encouraged, the merchant enriched,. 
■ and the prince , fatisfied. .. ' . 
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r.r-:It \wuIcI'not;bc cafy,- Ticithcr;-is :lt‘,of any umportancc '..in- the prcfcnt.-enqinVy ' --to 
Xccrtaiif.thc prcdfcvicracih wiiiolvalLthefc began -to tlecHnc ; >but , fo far.- is' certain' 
-,that;lhc idccline ,was:.ricklicr.-fcnfiblp felt by the country, nor perceptible 'to 'iis .’till 
lalicr; the;*; 'revolution ih-favour:of'.:Mccr.;Jaflicr.- -This tlircvv fuch'xbnhdcrableVurns 
,intb the. hands of •:thc. Company^ : as . to renderkheir importing bullion. for their .inveft- 
\m'iait uhneccflaiT::; and thc,'largc-,f6rtuncs '.obtained, in, confequence,-. by individuals^ 
'.who revere , precluded -the'- cpurlc of remittance through; your .caflr, .filled the - trcai 
-fures. bf foreign . .nations,- . in . .exchange for bills . . on'.thcir rcfpcai vc Companies ; To 
;thar,'.-.cychfmcc'.thc.-couiiti 7 .-came, into oiir poflcflion, they have been enabled to- rival 
(iis in; trade,: hr our.-.ownrtcrritdrics,' witlr.our own money.; 

_ The former channels then of.' opulencc-.to the country .beginning ;toflagnatc, it was 
deft. to. be maintarnecl by thc-old Hock .of, fjiocic, .'which; -for .a fcrics .of; .years' ipaft, 
.'had bowed .'into -.it:';, and this, by. a variety of unforcfccn .. event’s, -funk; more rapidly 
ctlian; > imtlicrordinary courfe. of things, it: .might oihcrwifc •. have ' done. . > The el'cva- 
ctioh of; Adcc'r Jaffier ;was;attcndcd'\Yith;iaiinno, many '.of the principal families, ' de- 
pendent on the late reigning one ; and much confufion and interruption to -.the . trade 
:of cthe 'country; merchant; by:.'adv:ancing:;our;;intcrcft .therein,’ in, preference to' his. 
;Wlieh a fecorid'-di: revolution, .took' place; in favour .of,, Coffinr . Aliy .'Cawn,'.h''c. foon 
'foundthcfatal;tcndcncy.,of f his ftipcrior influence ;. his .cndcavnurs to put '.the other' 
JBcrcliants.bnfomething of jon , equal , footing.-.with us, produced • continual ■ difputes 
'between hisr-oHicers ahdiouf agents.; and; the pfccarloiifncfs of his ,htuarion,h.with. an 
'hhibitionj of ."rendering’ himfclf fpeedily. independent,'.; by a rapid, ehcrcarciof military 
(ftrengthmnd financcsji.inadcrliim facrlfice the •mbft.opulcht inhabitants' to! liis avarice, 
tand)drain lthe!cauhtry ‘by..cycr.yfevcrity of exadbion,' to .fccurc ,a fund'. for his future 
•de{igns>and exigencies; ■: ..-.v > i , . 

;:.’r!Ero,m theibeft.authorltieklihayd.bcctLenablcd to obtain .hefo, and 'from 'the faireft 
-calculations,, it feefns probable that Coffirii Ally was the icaufo bf'a lo'fs.of ricar;fivc:{: 
-crores.of.Tupc'es in fjewcls andfpecicito. die; country; which. die ditheiri' expended in 
'Idrawing.SujahialiDbwIalvjto.his afiiitance^. or; carried’ olf iiridfcc'f'ctcd'for' bis -future 
-probilion.- i.' -itii-iJ ;v.. J <1 '{i ;;;; i!;,-';--. ■ i 

; ff. .W'e conlider.tthlit ithe.-treafufesjof ; die Nizamut i were . fo low,* on his .acceffiori, . 
-that Mcer Jafiieri had' been neceflitated to ;ccdci large. ' diHridls ;to us^ in.-licu of fums 
;duey whilftjhi’s own -troops, were: alrnoll- murihoiis for, want ,of ■ their pay and arrears ; 
^and ifj frojthis; we;add'tha't .Cofliin'rcmainediiivquictopoircffion.'df 'his new. dignity 
.no-ionger. than three yeafs,'.)WC.niuft(at:oncc.:fee :that; this imraenfe/fum -was fevied 
.im'mediatdlyf rom Itlio provinces ;in tiiis'ih'ort internal-, ■'Over and -above; the heavy cur- - 
.-rent, expencesj and befenliblediowlar^e a hproportion tliisivaft ‘drawback- mull 'have 
- been ; to rhe) couhtryls: capital 6f ifpecieii;. , The § .relloratidn. bf > Meer > Jalfier, ; and , the 
'grant ofi tlie!l]!Dewannyro;tlic Company by liis rriajcftyinreadet-ed.dicjfrelh iiinports 
of .bullion!, -eithcrby-Ais or.,fofeigni:com'pauies,vJefs.-ih'ecpflvir}t to. the.-.iiiamtenance and 
-.profecution ofjtradeyfromjtliefarne'.oxiglnakcdure; which Iliad ;exilled:-in ij>i 757 ;; ;and 
-the increalingrxeflridfcioiiS/anT diladvantages.With .which ..the; free . trade of > the.. native, 

' Guzzef at,i i orfMogiilj i was daily fettered., and^loadedy fubceedihg -tliac bohfurioii, which 


'inen, uacicnanuciiuii'arauc:,. wjiiwu/inava 

,gal,. begauito’jturn a.'xlrain mponrit ;,..,tlie...whble,qdnt6Eed iniitlie Europeans, w 
commerce was, at all times, leaft to the advantage of the country; Jibccauleithtir 


* Tn the year 1757. 
^11 In the year 1765; 


?{• In the year -1760, 
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«bfts' wfcre lafecft in ■proportion,'-and tKoir duties icfs,;,. and .who., now, .added to. tli^e 
a‘he* lofs, tlwt of making' larger cxpWta thanOTCtj at Ae .country s.fote exi>ence, , .pf 
the delVruaive extent of .this-lofs,- the- following, .lough.companfog.pf tke uuports of 
bullion by .tHe-*European’ nations, and their- cxpoiits .of commodities. and. pulhpn, for 

tlir^'years palip will awaken the 'moftiilarmingi idea,.', .h . ,,, ; ... ; 


• v . ... . -I M- P , 

: . , . ^ * I 

-Bullion: imported by thc-Dutcli* at tho-.highefl- eftir-j, 
■■'mate during that term, at io .lacks per annum .. ., S 
Ditto, by the French^"' • ' "i-'-— -r-.. . 

Ditto, by the Englilh,'. — '' • — ■ . 

Ditto, by' 'the Guzerattids, Moguls, Sc-c.' ■--^-/- .rr— - 

Ditto, in gold' from BaiTora^ Mocha, 8co; on private ac-.') *. 

count, at 6 lacks; per annum' . -iJ 

Ditto, by the D'anillv Comp, at a i -half -lacks -per ann. i 
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- calculate, " — ■/ • ■ — 

Ditto, in 1768, , • — • — - 

Ditto private property, at the rate of 5000I. per Blip, 
and '5 Blips per ann. for 3 years, at a medium, 
Dutch Company, xydd and »767, 3 Blips public and 
private, amount at the lowed 10 per lliip,. 

Ditto, 1768-, 4 Blips, ■ ~ 

French,- 1766 and 1767, 5 Blips, -at 10 lacks cachy.: 
Ditto, 1 768, 4 Blips, ditto, — — • 

Danes, 1766 and 1767, i Blip, 'at 8 lacks each year, . 
Ditto, 1768, 2 Blips, at ditto, — ‘ . — 

■f Specie exported out of the provinces for .payment of 
the king’s tribute and a brigade at u\llah-abad, at- 50. 
lacks per annum, for- 3 years — . — . 

Private exportsdo China,' at 2 lacks per annum,.. 


From which- deduft' thc' iniported 'bullion, agreeable | 
to the above eftimate = ■ . — , - 


rupees. 


1 Rupees., ,1 : Sterling-..' . 

’■3, 000, '000 or -337,500 ' 
0 , 000 , 00.0 

... 0 , 000,000 _ 

i.,.,.o,opo,opo..j ,,, , ... 

" 'ij^dbjoo'o or ■■•202,'5oo.' 

; 7.50,000 or ,. ,84,375 


;s, . 5s550,ooo or , 624,375 £. 

-' 10,700,000 

. or' 

* * i 

. .-y' A . r 

‘ iii 203 , 75 oi 

'-4 

0 

0 

0 

■>># 

0 

0 

0 

.or 

... 787,560,. . 

600,000' 

■or 

■ 

6,000,000 

or 

- 675,000: ■ 

4,000,000 

or 

450,006. , 

» ^jOOOjOOO 

or 

562,500 , 

4,000,000 

or 

450,000 . . 

, - ,1,600,000 

or 

180,000 

2j6oO,oOO 

or 

180,000. 

15,000,000 

or 

14687,500-. 

. 600,000 

or 

, 67,500 

56,100,000 

or 

6,311,250 


or: 

624,375 

50,550,000 

or 

5,686,8 75 


■ Fere, , .include, the .export 'drade in general pf the private European mer- • 

chants,.. notwithftanding it is very cohfiderable, becaufe, ', though they bring in little ,' 

.* This flatement is in Current rupees, which .are cflimated at the exchange of two flilJliiies and three- - 
pence each,-,. ... ° 

t' ’^ 1 ’® brigade accounts for one year not having been completed when this ftatenvent of theitiexpenc& 

was fornied, this part of the aiinual drain of ipecie-was-thcreby rather .-over-rated,... 

BiiHidny. 
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bullion, yet, as they import commodities equal to what they carry out, the country is 
neither much hurt nor much benefited ,by their traffic, till the merchant Carnes'^ to 
realize his gains, in order for his return to his native country, and then the amount of 
them becomes an addition to the ballancc againft the countiy, by being paid into 
fome European Coriipany’s cafli for bills;' and, by this means, rendering it unneceffary 
for them to import bullion at a rifque for the provifion of their inveftment. Neither 
do I include, in this account, the large fums fent by us to China, Madrafs, or other 
prcfidcncies ; becaufe thefe reduced the Company’s treafury rather than the country 
and becaufe they were equally loft to the country if they remained in the treafury, and 
did not enter into our difburfements or inveftment, as if they were exported. The 
King’s tribute, on the contrary, and the- cxpcnce at Allah-abad, are really fo much 
lofs to the circulation, becaufe, as they form a large proportion of our necelTary dif- 
burfements, fo being now made out of the provinces, they muft be a fimikr lofs to the 
current fpecle. ,. It will hardly be aflerted that any country, however opulent, could; 
long maintain itfclf, much Icfs -flourifli, when it received no material fupplics, and 
when a ballance againfl it, of above one-third of its whole 5'-carly value, was yearly 
incurred. But befides this, there are other concomitant circumftanccs, which have 
contributed to diminiffi the riches of the country, and muft, if nor remedied, foon ex- 
hauftthem.- I have obferved, that one great advantage the country formerly reaped 
was, the diffufion of its revenues by large grants to different families, and by the ex- 
penfive luxury of its governors. But now the whole amount of the lands is fwallowcd 
up In one gulph — your treafury; nor docs any part of it return’ into the circulation, 
except the fums iffued for oiir inveftriient and ncccflary cxpences ; fo that there enfues 
an annual Jofs'to the currency, equal to the difference between the aggregate of the 
inveftment and difburfements, and the total of the revenues. This, if continued, muft: 
in time draw in all the fpecic ; and the only remedy for this evil is, either to encreafe 
your inveftment, until, with your difburfements, it equals your revenues, or to import 
a quantity of fpecie equal to the difference. The firft of thefe, If practicable, would 
leave you without a fund for . emergencies, by advancing the revenues to the Aurungs 
as faft as they were collected; the fecond, I am afraid, is rather to be wifhed by us 
than to be attempted by you. 

I have thus, gentlemen, attempted to'lay open to you the true fources of the ancient 
opulence of Bengal, and its prefent diftreft. Perhaps, you have never been led to 
confidCrthem in this light ; but, ! am perfuaded, an impartial examination will evince 
the juftice of '-my arguments. Should they .ftand the teft, they cannot fail of being, 
particularly ufeful atthis junClure ; as they will enable you to apply a fuitable fupport 
where the weaknefs is pointed out, and to anfwer the objections and clamour of your 
enemies. From hence, alfo, you will fee how much the advantages of 3'our late ac- 
quifitions have-been exaggerated beyond all bounds ; and how far from impoffible it 
was for the Honourable Eaft India Company to be diftreffed, though newly become 
mafters of the revenues of a country which flood rated, at above three millions fterling 
per annum. A Tuperficialj Or weak obferver, may eftimate a country like an eftate, 
from its rent-roll ; .but. the man ' of experience and reflection will eafily fee that its 
annual income muft depend on the proportion of .its produce, which can be realized 
in fpecie ; and that the intrinfic value of it muft fluctuate as the quantity of fpecie, 
which is the-meafure of it, multiplies or decreafes in the kingdom where it is placed. 
In this point of view,’ and after what has been already faid, I need no .arguments to 
demonftrate the reality of our prefent difficulties, and the certain profpeCt of our future 
diftrefs. I have already ' hinted my apprehcnfions of your inability toincreafe your 
inveftments of bullion, which are even , now looked upon witli a jealous eye by the 

nation : but it is ftill in your power to oblige.others to import it, or leave you foie 
’ * - mafters 
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mafters ot the Bengal trade. Large fums, belonging to your former Icmnts, arc (lill 
lyinr unremitted ; and tlicfc muft yearly encreafe, by the fruits of the fuccefsnil m- 
duflry of vour prefent ones. If you open your cafli upon equitable terms for re- 
mittances for all fums tendered, both national and private confidcrations will draw all 
thefe into your channel, and cut oft' the grand refourcc and advantage of foreign na- 
tions, the rivalling you in your trade with your own money. I fay equitable terms, 
bccaufc it can never be cxjicdlcd that any one will remit the produce of many years 
labour at fb great a difeount as one ninth part of his principal, below the par Oi ex- 
change, at two iliillings and three-pence per Current rupee ; and, on the contrar}'^, 
had vou even raifed the rate to two fliillings and four-pence the Current rupee, inflcatl 
of finking it to two fliillings, I dare aver, the Company, as well ns the nation, would 
have been conftderable gainers by the advance. We fliould then have been able to 
have font vou liomc, by the next feafon, an inveftment far fuperior to that of the pre- 
fent year; whereas policy, or rather ncccflity, muft: now oblige us to curtail it to forty- 
five lacks. I need draw no comparifon between the lofs of one ninth per Cent, on 
the remittance, and the gain to you of one hundred and fevonty-five per cent, on.fuch 
an incrcafc of import ; neither need I fuggeft the difi'crcnce it occafions to the nation. 
Company, and country, to throw fo large a fum into the hands of their natural ene- 
mies, and lukewarm friends, by a miftaken and injudicious occonomy. 

Do not, however, gentlemen, conceive tliat your fervants here arc fb anxious for 
remittances through your cafli, from any jirivatcor intcrefted views. The remittances 
of foreign nations mull: always be more advantageous to them, bccaufc they will al- 
ways kccji their terms a little higher than yours as an inducement j and this fnuft; 
continue till yours arc on fuch a footing, ns to render a farther advance of their rate 
equal, or fuperior, to the infurance andintcrcfl on exports of bullion. Then we may 
hope for fomc fupjilies from them to this declining country ; and, till then,, our flraights 
.and jmverty muft incrcafc. 

We have fent you an inveftment this year, the produce of which will, we hope,, 
aniwer every exigency ; but we propofc to lower the inveftment for the next feafon to 
forty or forty -five lacks, including the feven lacks, and upwards, now in your warc- 
hoiifcs ; and to a])propriatc the furplus for the cftabliflimcnt of a fund for our own- 
exigencies, and thofe of the other prcfidcncics. The ncccflity of this I need not 
enlarge upon ; the arguments in a letter to us from the gentlemen of Madrafs, dated 
March ift, lydp, and the fentiments of the Committee in the laft paragraph oftheir- 
anfiver thereto, will, I apprehend, be fufficient. 

The fum ought to amount to .a -f crorc of rupees for this j^rcftdcncy, and Cft}'^ 
lacks for the fupply of the treafury at Fort St. George; and 1 would recommend 
that, after the above fund is fccured, the furplus of the revenues, or a confiderabic 
part thereof, fiiould be employed on private fccurity of the native in loans,, for the- 
cultivation of the waftc lands ; by which, in time, your whole pofleflions would be- 
cortic of real value to you, the country better populated, the trade increafed by an 
additional quantity of manufactories, and the means of realizing your property more- 
certain, and left detrimental cither to the country,, or the native trader. 

As a prefent relief to the ncccftities of the fettlemcnt, at their univerfal requeft,. 
and to fupply, as far as pofliblc, the deficiency of filver for the purpofes of trade 
and revenue ; we have found it expedient to rc-eftablifli the gold currency upon a 
new plan and ftandard, as the only remedy left us ; and, I doubt not,, but when, 
you ferioufly weigh the arguments fet forth in the refolutions of the board, you will 
appro\'e^ the meafure, and acquit us from all imputation, of precipitancy or contra- 
diftion in our councils. 

• Of current rupees, or 506,250 /. t 1,250,000/. -1 62c,cc^o/.- 

I didi 
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'"i* di‘d .ihi''ciid' to MVfe' dn'tdi'dd 'dri^'dieyriatb 6f 'ybui*- 'tevenucs.' ' bbtlv ag ' 
of "collcAloh;' atid t|}b impfo\^cmbnts 'bf' ’Which' it is capable ; ' but, ’ as'! ; 

rpp'diiid t'fiwhrHR rhe'*’ rhr ' 'itSrl 


tb’thc'Pi'od'ii' 

"p rtW • r\r\i *4 ' * 



t ‘ .■■•■l ’• • -■•■ Ti ; r ' ...i ..,,,! 1 . ,,. , ‘ . i, • ; 

' '; ; •.. .'i. I ...i, ,„,i ., William, Dec, 1 6j ,17.59,- , 

Pbroi'c i|put aii ^ 'end tQ iny Ippg Tcfviccs, "it is a'duty'I cohfidci* iriciimbc'nt oh nic' 
•to^cbiijtnbute 'yh^t I c^n tp t^ie 'fuiOTc. welfare /of this' fcttle'mcnt arid. couritiy, biif' 
•Company, and nation. The 'c^pcnence and obfen'auons’ of rnofe 'than' twenty years ' 
may poTibly claim fome attention frbni.' the Court bf Dire6tors.“' I Ihajl make fib- 
other apology Jof tvhat I po\y lay before 'you, 'than the'warnith of my zeal for a fer- 
vice,''|iYbdie iptcfell d j^liall evCT Aipport witifh ^ateful. heaft. ‘i ' ■ ’ ■- ■'y '' 

fjThe fpbjedf is Important, '.e'idtciifive,'’ and ' debcafe* -.but as To many ahd.'varibus fc'* ' 
prefehtatipns fb'me perverted' 'l)y'|'’defigh,' others' thrpugfi .''i'g-" 

nbrance,/'it; 'b.epbmes .ipore 'immediately^ /the duty of 'the fervahts' oT 'the Company, ’ 
wliq'haVje liad expefien'ce,- 'tb''c'ofrimuriicateT and’ the'p'aft 'br thie' Court' of 'Dlfebfbrs ’ 
:to confide in them. , i. ; 

I flipll bcgpi witfi .a funimary^ reference to the mod: intereftin'g degrees "and 'varieties '■ 
of ’’htuation^ ' through .’which/ lib ' hdye ' paffed '^ the "original conftitution of the 
Company, to 'jts prerent 'fibunfhing' ebriditibn ;' ih'th'e .couffe of ■which/mahy reflcc-,'; 
tidhs huift needs occur to warn' ,'uf|fr6m’ errors, 'an'd fd 'ekpofe'impcffedtions 'nor Is^ 
it fiirpphfig/that (WCi fiidijld difedver 'many/ ’ where fu'ch a 'mulfitud'e bf .changes^ ''cop- 
nedtiqns/! engagernerits,' a'nd bccupatiohs " has '’coincided with .the" fudd'erinefs of bur ' 
-elevation, , in diverting puf tliob^ghts' ''fro'in'a,'mpfe' fettled "cbritemplatibn bf burfelves/ ' 

and of our bwheftabliflinient.' " 1 

.The, afcendency jOf the.Engljfli in -Hindoftah, is in thc'number' of thofb 
which are difiiiig^hihed ’by a ferles'/qf fqrtunate and’uhFbrefeeh.^bcbufrencesj not the ^ 
refpjit of ^any fixed or 'coririedfed plan of' pplicyi A' c6|6n'y of Aierchahts, goyerned 
by laws., and inflijenced by pnhciples''‘mjefely ‘.commercial, have acquired p political, 
fitlej and 'inhuence^bvef , a/ country,' which for' extent, pppulou.fnefs, pid' annual .re - 1 
■venue, ’rqay be coni pared '^’to jmanv'tlie fhof^ 'cbnfequehtiaritates of Europe,; thyy ’ 
commerce which ' was' bhee . profecuteid' in ''fubjedtidn/fb a ‘tyrannical gbyernm'e^nt, .ey.e'r ^ 
ready to fake advantage of'ouf \veakne'fsTand 'to cbnftruefhe' fligbfeft 'pmiffibns .info 



the natives' have been geheralljf, fupeffccled.'' The fubftanfial, have declined rifkihg^ 
their, pfqpe'jrty in trade ,nipdet' fuch' diiadyanfagesj arid' the pbbr arid iriduftribus receive- 



The city _of Murflied-abad, the capital of Bengal. _ ^ 

Mr. Verelllrefigned the gov^ninent of Bengal, Deceinber^24, ^ 69 . , , 
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its circulation 5 indeed, from the regulations we have made, examples wehave Oider- 
cd, and the checks we have multiplied, I flatter mvfclf that the equality or com- 
iucrce will finally be rclfored, and the fpirlt of monopoly be dcdroyccl ; but the body 
•of the people are in a manner formed to wear the yoke. They polfefs nothing or the 
inquifitivcncfs of the European nations ; and the niod flchder arts arc fumcicnt to 
obfeure their underflandings, and fit them for implicit fubmifllon. Thofe among 
them, who attain to employments in our fcrvicc, arc generally men who have learnt 
fo much of our manners as to corrupt their own, and joining an acute and vcriatilc 
genius to abundance of low cunning, they fcarccly want the confcqucnce of the Eng- 
Jifh name to prompt them to ever)' villainy. ^ ^ ^ 

■Whilll the native government retained its fuperiorit)', its tribunals were acccfiiblc ; 
and though venality prcfidcd at th.om, yet fome flicw of juflicc was maintained, and, 
at times, redrefs might be proeured. The native government is now fallen in the 
eyes of the inhabitants, yet fuch rcftriflions have hitherto cramped our proceedings, 
as to prevent us from taking that intimate part wliich our ]>rcfent charaQcr and dignity 
require. The dependents of this nominal government have been the only inflruments 
which we could employ, either to reprefs the enormities of our own agents, or to 
obtain the good opinion of the country people. Their authority is, in general, over- 
awed; their princijdcs too bad to anfwcr the former ^nirpofc; and their cflabliflinienc 
•and c6ndu(fl; too temporary and too weak for the latter ; fo that the Engliflr name 
has been only all-powerful to do mifehief ; and a mortifying fpcdlaclc of fraud and 
oppreflion on the one hand, and imbecility on the other, has been c.xhibitcd to us, 
without the power of interpofing. 

The confidcration of thefe circumflanccs mud appear to the Court of Diredtors, a 
principal objedt of their attention. A prudent decifion thereon mod nearly concerns 
the fafcly and profperity of thefe important pofleffions. I liopc, therefore, that my 
opinion in this place, will not be deemed unncceflary or ill-timed'; there can be no 
doubt but the caufe, which has rhus frudrated the bed inclinations, is interwoven 
with our original conditution, which mud be enlarged in proportion as our fphcrc of 
adtion is extended, and our duty cncrcafod ; othenvife we can never liopc to diredt 
the application of our own power, and remove it from the necks of the poor and ufe- 
ful to the chadifement of the tyrannical and rapacious. 

In the infancy of our fcttlcmcnt, with all our care and prudence, we could ill de- 
fend ourfelvcs from the forged accufations or open attacks of the government; we 
looked no farther than the provifion of the Company's invedment ; we fought ad- 
vantages to our trade with the ingenuity, I may add, fclfidincfs of merchants. All 
our laws were local and municijial, reaching no farther than our own exigencies 
•and convcnicncics ; all our fen-ants and dependents were trained and educated in 
The fame notions ; the credit of a good bargain was the utmoft fcopc of their am- 
bition. 

No fooncr did we begin to feel our own drength, than our fucccfTcs followed one 
lanothcr with fuch rapidic}', as to advance us from a date of obfeurity or mediocrity, 
to power, affluence, and national reputation. At length we faw ourfelvcs, though 
yet under the name of merchants, maders and adminidrators of a Icgiflative aurlio- 
rip' : we began to plan, dircdV, and infpirit every mcafurc of government, whether 
With regard to foreign treaties or domedic regulations. Wealth flowed in upon Us 
from every fide. Our invedment was extended : we fupported the whole trade of 
India; and, from our refourexs, gave fecurity to it in every quarter. But this was 
rather a temporary than a iblid fituation ; and we foon difeovered, that though our 
acquifitions had been made in fo fhort a fpace as fcarcely to be paralleled, confidcr- 
»ng tneir immenfity, yet a well digefted fyftcm was ncccflary to introduce permanency 
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in our clTablinimcnt. Tlic dcfctflsand imperfections of which were too apparent to 
cfcaj)c 6m obfcrvatioin Our dependents, accuftomed to apply their talents to pro- 
font gain, and to extraft advantages from the fmallefl; opening, affutned an imj 3 or- 
tance proportionable to our fuccedcs, grew immoderate, and difclaimcd their depen- 
dency on the native government. , , 

In this iituation we could not rctraCt without cxpofing ourfclvcs to a fccond flagc 
of obfeurity, perhaps lower than the firft. Our circumnanccs impelled us forward; 
and the grant of tlie Dewanny became as much an objcCl of ncccfilty as it was of 
advantage. Thus we infenfibly broke down tiic barrier betwixt us and government, 
and the native grew uncertain where his- obedience was due. Such a divided and 
complicated authority gave rife to oppreffions and intrigues unknown at any 'other 
period ; the officers of government caught the infcClion, and being removed from any 
immediate controul, proceeded , with ftill greater audacity. 

In the mean time we were repeatedly and peremptorily forbid to avorv any pub- - 
lie authority over the officers of government in our own names, and enjoined to re- 
tain our primitive charaClrers of merchants with the moft fcrupulous delicacy. • 

The confequcnccs arc but too evidently cxcroplffied in the ilcclinc of commerce and 
cultivation, the diminution of fpccic, and the genera! diftrefles of the poor ; a train 
of evils which could only have fprung from the above caufes, fmcc every advantage 
of a. long and uninterrupted tranquilit}' has been on our fide. Experience mult con- 
vince the moft prejudiced, that to hold vaft pofieffions, and yet to adt on the level 
of mere merchants, making. imbtediatc gain our firft principle; to receive an immenfc 
revenue, without polTcffing an adequate protedtive power over the people who pay it ; 
to be really intcrefted in the grand and generous objedt, the good of the whole, and 
yet to purfue a narrow and partial end ; arc paradoxes not to be reconciled, highly 
injurious to our national charadt’er, dangerous to the belt defended cftabliflimcnt, and 
abfoltitely bordering on inhumanity. 

The people give us the labour of their hands, and in return we owe them our pro- 
tedtion; common prudence, as well as the laws of fociety, require that thofe obliga- 
tions ftrould be reciprocal, or the tic muft foon be diflblvcd ; for the firmcft fecurity 
of every government is the aiTcdlions of the people ; and for obtaining them, there 
never, perhaps, prefented a more favourable opportunity, or more noble field, than 
what the Engllfli poflefs in Bengal. The mlldncfs of our government, properly dif- 
fnfed over thefe provinces, will form fo confpicuous a contrail to Mahomedan def- 
potifm, that it inuft bind them to us and our caufe for ever. ’ ^ ' • 

I have hitherto cOnfidered our intcreft in this country as built on 'a precarious 
foundation, bccaufe this cement was wanting to bind it; and, in this point of view, 

I am particularly happy on the late rcfolutions which have been taken, to appoint 
Engllfli Supra-vifors, as an introdudlion to fo defirable an event. I could have wifli- 
cd to have feen the execution of the plan during my. continuance in the government ; 
but permiffion was denied to me before, and a' necelTary regard to niy health makes 
it impoffible now; however, I-liave this fatisfadlion left, that if I may judge from 
the unanimity with which you, gentlemen, have ■ embraced the plan, neither pene- 
tration to difeern, nor fortitude to overcome, every difficulty will be wanting ; on- 
the contrary, I flatter myfclf ' that, by a juft difpenfation cif rewards tp thofe who 
merit them, and timely checks on thofe who require them, }'OU will bring fo great 
and good a work to its full maturit)^. and pcrfcaion; a clrcumftance which mil fe- 
fl'.'fl the higheft honour on every individual, who has either the dircdllon or execu- 
tion of' it. At the fame time, I have the plcafurc to rcfledt, that every ftep j'ou take 


* See this plan, a fubfequent article in the Appendix. 
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'in k will bvivig you fo much nearer to the great end of fecurity. , For whilft the army 
is maintained on its prefent formidable footing, whilft you continue youi attention to 
the defence of the place, and the mintls of the people grow more and more conciliated 

and attached, you can have nothing to fear. ^ ^ _ r • 

But there is a rock, and a dangerous one, which requires the greateft circumfpcclion 
to avoid. We have ftepped forth beyond all tormcr precedent or example. W e 
have the beft and moft laudable of all arguments to juftily our condudl;. But it 
flrould be remembered, that we have reached iliat fupremc line, which, to pafs, 
would be an open avowal of fovcrcignty. It ftiould be rcmembQrcd, that we cannot 
be more, without being greater than found policy allows ; the intcrefts of our em- 
ployers at home, no Ids than our national conncdlions abroad, forbid it. If we were, 
before the change, cautious of interfering with the native government, and of awak- 
ening the jcaloufy of foreign nations, we ought now to redouble our prudence. ^ The 
change itfclf, fuppofing the greateft forbearance on our parts, has an unavoidable 
tendency to deftroy the name of the Nizamut; by which means, what might have 
been the happieft- everit for the Company and nation, may become the fourcc of 
perplexities and jealoufics, if not the deprivation of the Company’s privileges. There 
is, however, a middle way, where moderation muft guide and continue us ; where 
we may walk with fafety, advantage, and conliftcncc, without danger of too much 
confinement, or too much liberty. Exteriors fliould be regarded as cflcntials. Every 
order ftiould fcrupuloufly wear the fanclion of the native government. Our depen- 
dence on its indulgcncics, our obedience to his commands, our delicacy to its mi- 
nifters, ftiould appear moft confpicuous in all tranfadlions, either of bufinefs or 
ceremony. I am not ignorant iiow difticult it is always to preferve and alfcdt that 
temperate rule of condudb which I mention, when the power and direftion of all de- 
partments To entirely concentre iii your board; and may be ftill more difficult to 
produce a proper conformity in the Supra-vifors : for tliefc rcafons I am thus carneft 
in my reprcfontaiions, and am of opinion, that the whole weight and vigilance of this 
board ftiould be exerted to check the nioft'trifling variation from the line, and to preferve 
the idea of the native government, its dignity and fuperiority over all, as entire and 
unimpaired as poffiblc. 

'Without departing from thefe maxims, we ftiall have fufficient opportunities to an- 
fwer all our views ; our power will not be Icfs efficacious, in being excrclfed with 
prudence. The.Supra-vivorftiips will afford you a fet of ferr^ants capable of fuccced- 
ing, in their turn, to the firft offices ; that ftation will introduce them to a perfedt 
knowledge of the laws and cuftonis of the country; they will form a judgment U]ion 
tlie fpotof the difpofitions of the people; they will fee with their own eyes the pre- 
valent abufes of office, the villainy of agents, and, in ftiort, the true fpring of the 
iiiifcry or happinefs of the country. Thus much may be advanced with confidence, 
that if this mcaftirc meets with the ncccflary fupport and encouragement, there can- 
not fail being a regular fucceflioii of able and vigorous adminiftrators. The fervice, 
nt prefent, affords many young men of promifing parts and abilities. As the Supra- 
viforfliips may be called a nurfery.for. them, in refpedt to tlie government of the 
coLintr}’', fo in like manner, their experience in commercial matters, before they reach 
Council, muft bring them acquainted with bur commercial intcreft ; and as thefe are 
the grand foundation and fupport of - our profperity, they muft be deemed the effen- 
■ tial part of their education. .T, 

■ ^ But from what has been faid of the cliaradtcrs of the people who are employed 
diredtiy ])y us, or intermediately for us, every thinking perfon muft be fenfible of 
ione capital defedt in our government ; that the members of it derive their foie ad- 
vantages from ^lommerce, . earned on through black agents, who again employ a nu- 

0^2 ' ' merous 
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merous band of retainers ; it is notorious that, at times/ the agents of the loweftfer- 
vants have domineered over the Ryot, and kejjt the o/Ticcrs of government in a 
flatc of awe or ftibjcdion ; and it cannot’bc ftmpofccl that more refpcdtable names 
arc not equally mifappJicd. It would be as cafy to change the genius and manners 
of the people, as to prevent the Banians,' and followers of men in ihtion, from abuf- 
ing their mailers’ name. Chailifcmcnt may deter the opprcflbr for a moment; bur, 
in tlich cafes, the fervility of the people muft be removed, before oppreflion can be 
eradicated. Perwannahs have been recalled and fupprefied; excellent cife<5ts will 
doubtlcfs flow from it, but the idea of name and authority will ffill beheld tip by, 
rapacious agents for their own ends. The concluHon I draw from it is this, that 
was it poffible to_ form an adminillration totally free from commercial views and 
eonnedlions, reflridivc laws would arid mud then have their courfc ; whereas Banians 
and agents, by the fpirit with which they aft, and the force of their example, will 
alwa}'s obdruft their good eflefts, and propagate a difrefpeft and dclufwn of them 
in others. 

To form fuch an adminidration, I not only think podiblc but cafy.. I would prO' 
pofe that, from the admiffion of a member into Council, he put an entire conclu- 
hon to his trade ; and, in lieu of it, that he. receive a certain allowance, chargeable 
upon the country ; which allowance fhould be augmented in proportion to the im* 
provements made, and its internal proljicrity : a method of reward the mod lionour- 
able that can be devifed for thofc that are to receive it, and the mod beneficial to 
the community, being unincumbered with the confcqucnccs, anxieties, and relations 
of private affairs. The members of adminidration will have a more tindividcd at" 
tention to the public, and their orders be more thorougldy relpcftcd, and more vK 
goroufly obeyed. ' ■ 

I am come to an obfervation which feems to merit your particular attention. Yoa 
are no drangers to a want of method which reigns irv the affairs of this government* 
The whole weight of bufinefs is confined to two departrnents.; the Committee and 
Council : our time is confcquently taken up rvich debating, preparing, and diftaring. 
bn the fubjefts which come before us. Our dcclfions arc retarded, and the fj^rings- 
of government relaxed. The attention and memory are unneceffarily burdened : 
neither are thefe departments thoroughly defined or underdood, if we judge from 
comparing different orders and paragraphs of their general letters;. The Court of 
Direftors themfelves are at a lofs where the precife line of each is drawn fometimes 
attributing to' the Council what belongs to the Committee, and again 'transferring 
from one to the other, without mlc or didinftion. Ifis well worth your confidera- 
tion, ; gentlemen, to adopt fome better plan for the eafe of adminidration, and fob 
the difpatch of bufinefs. This can only be done by dividing the burden, which now 
reds upon a fingle body, amongd feparate departments, and bringing each objeft of ■ 
'deliberation into a compaft corripafs. '■\Yas the number of the board encreafed to- 
fixteen, the bufinefs didributed to didinft Committees, "and whatever is prepared, in 
thefe inferior departments, finally referred to the Prefident and Council, it is ob- 
vious how much utility and convenience would refult from it. The Governor, who 
is the head of all departments, and ought to fuperintend the whole, would be much- 
relieved from that intricate diveiTity of objefts, which, as things are at prefent con- 
'dufted, he is obliged to comprehend at one view', and that generally at a time when 
his conflitution has been previoufly impaired by long refidence in the climate. You, 
gentiemen, would meet,, not to debate or' to fettle important forms, but. at once to. 
decide. Every member, of adminiflration would have equal and conftant opportu- 
nities of feeing the whole progrefs of piiblic affairs, and would ' acquire a - general- 
lihowledge, which would -qualify him indifcriminately foi; any ffation* , 
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, . ^0 ^ohn Cartier, Efq. ' ^c. Memhrs of the Btk6i Coimltteeo 

- - ■ ■ ' . j December 16, i76?» 

I have fo much enlarged on the internal fiate of' thefe provinces, in my; lecter.,t9 

the Gouncil, that little remains for. me to communicate in this addrefs. - v..' 

■- Our 'poUtical fecurity has-been acquiring frelh ftrength from every . event .which has 
happened around ns,, nor do I fee any probability of its being lhalcen, whilft .we 
continue to Join moderation to power. , There is not a p^otentate in the empire but 
has either courted our- alliance or embraced our meafures, and> this, without un- 
Iheathlng our fwordi. . . : . ^ 

The King- has lately affedted great earneftnefs to undertake his favourite expedi- 
tion to Dehly. But the lownefs of his finances threaten his projedl with , a very ^fud- 
den abortion. The weaknefs of his difpbfition is no lefs evident in the adminifira- 
tion of his domeftic affairs, than in the formation of his political .fchemes. Perpe- 
tual changes, of his minifters and confidants have bred an uncertainty and diftrufi; in 
the minds of all his adherents, which has checked public fpirit, and produced a ge- 
neral turn to. felfifli purfuits. With a treafury fo ill fupplied, and a court fo ill af- 
fedled, it is more than probable, . if he fliould advance, that he will be preyed, on by 
his own fervants ; and, being awakeiied from his delufion by a fcene of beggary and 
contempt, will ultimately take pr'otedlion in our provinces. 

From thefe conclufions it w^as, I formed my opinion fome months ago,' when I 
acquiefced in his majefty’s requifidon of two battalions ; and all clrcumllances fince 
have ferved to corroborate that opinion. - An occafion of demonftrating the fincerity 
of • our. profeflions, without fubjefting us to any apparent inconvenience, w'ere too in- 
viting-advantages to be negledted,; and may be derived from our connexions with his 
majefty. , • 

As the neceffity of’ retaining his majefty under our influence, or- feparating our— 
felves entirely from him, is-a-maxim in our . lyffem ; and as ■ the former feems moft. . 
probable, we flipuld be careful how we allow ftrangers to affume the management of 
his councils.. Our conduX towards him is plain. We muft either contrive to guide 
him at a diftance,, or lb to palliate, that,, if unfuccefsful, he may con-fider .us as his 
protcXors, our provinces as the place of his refuge. ' 

■ Ail things, at prefent,,feem. tending to the latter, and it is an event moft to be 
■wifhed but ! had rather -his . majefty fhould make the proppfition,. than, that we 
fliould -give-the invitarion.. Difappointment may correX his impatience, and difficul- 
ties may .teach him.prudence. . The treachery of Hin'doftan profeflions will prepare 
him better for the frank, plain declarations cff his Englifli- allies and .there-: is -the? 
greateft reafon to believe he will return to Us with repentance. 

The charaXer of the *' Nabob-Fizier was never- thoroughly' known till his con- 
neXions with us. His enterprifing genius, his high fpirit,., his plaufible polic}^, are 
all fullied, if not entirely obfcured, ‘by oppofite blemilhes j.for, .with thefcj he is in-- 
conftant, often rations, and impetuous.. , His military fpirit has received a fevere mor- 
tification in the’ late defeXion of his beft battalions i- no doubt, it has abated the ar- 
dour of his expeXations, . and given birth to other ideas than thofe of foreign aggran- 
difement and conqueft. Experience has IheUm. us, that this prince pofTeffes no fifm- 

■ y Sujah al-Dowlah, 

ncfe 
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nefs nor folidit3\ However high his demands, trifling conceffions, provided thev 
fpeak to his paflions, will mollityflilm. ^His. expreflions may be boafting, but they 
do not lead to acflion. If, therefore, we footh his vanit3>-, and manage his foibVes in 

trifles,/:,we;,ma}r;lead,\pr;even di6tate,u .... 

There is fomething in the conftitutioh'oF the Rohillas which’ 'hiufl:' ever make them 
. w^eak and- inconfidcrable as .aggreflbrs. Their government is divided into chieffliips ; 
but no one chief has, .fingh^, trpops or refources to enterprize a foreign war. Haffez 
Rahmct is too parfinidnious.' Achnied Ca'vvn is too > wife'' to -quarreh < where the ad- 
yantage, is not clearly on theii* fide> ■btitjJ whc'q'- attacked^ -itheinmational affedliori \vi}i 
unite the cohinioh catife Viiranimate. ■ : A^private :conteft. will: not: roufe them,- nor 
is' ir practicable to engage theinwdice dn'any other rhotive. than the general 13^13^ ,, y 
■ ^Domeflie difputes have given-Tull employndenf to the j'auts,.and'affbrded them little 
leifure to' look abroad. ■ They' are divided -into two-parties.; - the one. headed by the 
tyidow of Surage Mull, in. favour of Rutten Sing’s brother ; the other, headed by 
fome principal chiefs^ iHTayour of Surage ^Mull-s grandfon.:-: As the parties have, in 
aiuanher^ divided the ' ftfengthbf ■the-feountr3'-'between:them, boftilities arcjyet fuf- 
pended,' in orderj it is imagined^' to’ gain' time 'for' foliciting , and , aflembling thcir-.re- 
IpeCliVe auxiliaries.-' Tn the meah time, diftraCtioir and diforder. reign amongft them, 
with all the unhappy- confequenccs of a rival fu'cceflion. - 

The N abob N ijib al Dowlah, is enjo3dng' the fruits of his wife .arid [provident mea- 
fiiresy attending, to- -the cultivatiori'.of diis countiy, arid fecuring the happinefs;of -his 
people. According to prefenf- 'appearances, he has' 'no: defigns 'of interrupting .the 
public tranquility himfelffbf of 'eiicouragingbthers. ; A lup'pofition, which; I think 
much.favoured by the perfeCt neutrality obferved'by-'him' in the affair of the Jauts.,- r - 
■■ I’he Seiks are the Maharattas of the North. - Like thefn, their foie, profeflion is 
arms ; their fdle'purfdit is' plunder ': but,’ their 'conquefts'having been rapidly-'triadc 
and extenfively puflied,- they are general^' employed in ■ quelling Ludden infurreftions 
of , the 'conquered, regulating what they have got, and therefore. incapable of concerted 
expedition’s. ' ■ That vaft -tra'd: between Sirhind and Lahore', which, they have . oyer-run, 
feeras3'^et a wide field for theni to range, and the3'' will never venture beyond theliriiits 
Of •it,‘‘at'ieafl; on 'this fide, whilfl: ' Abdalla' is conflanth’- impending over them on the 
other. 'The well difciplined and veteran arm3Vof ['Nijib al Dowlah. has hitherto been 
a fufficient barrier againft therii, in .the fairie manner as 'the3'’ haye proved an.infur- 
fnouiitable dbfiacle to Abdalla. ’ ' • , 

' " That prince has more to fear from his neighbour, arid coward enem3q Kerim Gawnj 
than Hindoftan from him. His large dominions, his celebrated name, can avail him . 
little- without money in' his treafury.' -' The figure he -made] in’ his late expedition was 
fo difgraceful, and the dangers he encountered fo difpirifing, that it has mofi: likely 
checked his fanguirie views ; and, befides his povert3'’, he .has jealoufy -and faftion 
amongft his oub fervants 'to .diftu'rb his mind, and confine him to his own dominions. ; 

•'The -Maharattas" have- been long ' embroiled at home ; and though peace has been 
concluded between Janoogee and Madhu-Row, there ftill .lurksa fufpiciori'Whiph will 
chiefly direct rheir attention to the nianoeuvres of each'other. I once flattered .m3y 
folf, that the former would have acceded to a treat3'' for the ceffion of . Orifla,- but his 
evalive and artful behaviour has convinc( 5 d me that the Maharattas will never d'efert 
their old and charaCteriftic manners. After three years hcgociatiori, much ; trouble, 
’and fome Cxpcricej nb -pr'ogfcfs has been niade towards a cdnclufiohr,* on the corifrarv, 
he has ftudioufly a-voide’d ah'y declaration- of his fentiments. . I w.Ould, therefoie, rc- 
‘coritmerid,- that liis Vackeel, who is nOw in Calcutta, ma}'’ be immediately dif})atched 
to him, to demand a categorical anfwcr ; to which purport, I have prepared and now 
.Jay before you a letter to Janoogee. ' , ' ' - , 
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.'■Thus, e;entlemen,-L;have defcribed-the thofe po'vers bp \vhich r .e ge- 

neral tranquility' can any way be endangered ; and you ^\dll . fe^ that .peifqnal \\eak-^ 
nefs, civil diffenlions, and political precaution, - all confpire; to re_ftablilliQun,fecurityoti. 
abroad ahd moft durable balls. . .Leaving us, therefore, nothing to jear, fiom^^in-_ 
doftan powers, there cannot be a thbreifortunate conjuncture for the excGutiou or , opy- 
plan'j to niakeus'profperous'and-Hourifliing withiii.purlblyes. 

-'On 'this head, have delivered m'y fentirn'ents/with fufbcient. explicitnefs to, the. 
Council, but I mult here add a'few- words to you particular^’''., • 


-.■you. are fenfible-that bur name 'and: aiithority. are carried to the^utmpii:,jiine> umefs . 
we openly take the reins- -’of' the .country '.goyeVrini'ent; into, jOrir-owp.. hands.;, -Yop are.. 

rv»/% •Vv#aTr<Ar»/'lf tTt“itrr»11 . frobd holicv. if" 



interco'urfe' with the country governmentj'.and:is.indeed;the:channei of.dl ttanlaftions- 
between it and our adminiftration. To you, gentlemen, it confequently belongs .tp- 
ihculcate the principles of a delicate conduCt, .to. uphold a mpltj fcmpulpus. obferyance 
of every foriii,iaiid to indicate apparent dependence; Pn. all pccafions. i • 

1 how take' my leave'pf youy earnellly prayingrthat all yorjr^cquncils ’may. "be united,. 
17 /Tiir 'anr?’ ■finf'prplv -fhankincr Von. for Ithe aflulahce arid AiDUOft 



vernriient.' 


■ fii- .f 


ot 
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ExtfaB of ifi, Letter, Jr om . 'the Court of JbireBors f o' the 'Pref ilehi'and Coimctl 
. i \\at fort J'f^.Uliam in-Bengal^ ddtJdJiinei;\f,l\']Cef} 

. ■ \ \ ■■ 

Paragraph 54. For* the reaibris gbdn'in bur leVter'b’f'the' ‘8tlf oF'Februaf}': laff,- 
we were then induced to fend politive orders to put a final and effectual end to the 
inland trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, .and all other articles whatfoever, produced 
and confumed in the country. To the Temarks we made in that letter, we mull add 
one obfer\'ation, which is, it appears very exti'aordinary that in a trade fo extremely 
iucratiycttp individuals, Ae intereft,;of .the Company Ihould not at all have been at- 
ferided td'of corifidered;; ’ ' 'i''- ‘''i'v.vi -.-'X •r.’'' v-, 

5 , 5 *. Thole orders \vere fent,' it is 'trliej- before rve'.weccived^ the riew.p treaty yon en- 
tered into with .Jaffier Ally . Ca.wn, upon his re-eftablilhment in the Subahlliip, in 
^ichit is agreed, that^the Engljlli carry on then-trade, by means of their awn 
Duftuck, free from all duties, -taxes, 'and- impofitions, inalLparts of the country,, ex- 

CeDtirih the nrtTr 1 e'*bf Alt-' * TXrTt 1 T 1 #'Xr ^., 1 ^. 414 . ^ '1__ 1 X 


11 xiuy grannng* .mercuants the exemption. ot 

for. thefpace of two years, lliall be reverfed and called' in, and the duties 
collected as before.. 

56. Thefe are terms -which' appear -to* be- -fo very injurious to the Nabob and to the 
natiTCS, that they cannot, in the very hatrire'-'of , them, tend to any .thins;, but the pro=: - 
ducing general hpart-buriipgs pnd diffatisfaCtions, and corifequentiy there can be- 

This treaty, dated in July 1763, is a- fubfcqueiit -article in this Appendix^ 

■ ■ . ..littls.' 
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little -reafon . to expedl’the tranquilit7 of- tlic .cbiititry can. be.perjnanent ; the orders 
•therefore, m our laid letter of the 8th of. February, are to remain'; in ;forcc until I- 
lilore, equitable’ and fatisfaCtory^piair 'can. be formed -arid- adopted, . Avhich, sit is ini-' 
p'pfiible for us to frame-'here, deftitiite as \yeare. of the .informations. r and lights ;ne-. 
.•eeflary to' guide us, in fettling fuch an importaiit affair.:; , ' 

, 57, .You are therefore hereby 'order^il* and- fdiredted,- as , foon after, the receipt of 
■■•this as may be convenient, to .eonfultthe'Nabpb as to'the manner, of .carrying on the" 
••inland trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, and the other, articles,. produced. and, con-', 
fu.nied -in rhe‘cohhti^'V whielv-may - be-' moft. t6;Jiis :fatisfadbion. and., advantage, the 
iShtereliof the' GbmpahyF and- likeunfe' the Company’s fervantsin' 

; ,58:' ' You' are thefpfore.'^6"’fdrm ^ a ;proper ahd/equitable -plan for icarrying qn the' faicl 
•tmd'e, 'and tranfmit' tKe’'fam'e fb'iiahaccompanieddvithffuch .explanations,- p.bfcryations,. 
and remarks,' as may enable -us td’give;our-'fentiments-and diredtipns) thereupon, in - a 
fiiil.hnd 'exjplicit ihanhe'f r'-' h .. y - ' ;■ 

■59.' 'In doing this, as-before-obferved, tyou-sare to have :a; particular; regard to the. 
intere.ll and endrq.fatisTadfion 'of tbe'-^Nabob^’ ‘both .with ;.tefpe.<3: .to; .his .revenues, and. 
■the proper jlup'p6tt.[;6fbi'i^g6yern'mcn^;i'ini'lliprt,.ithis >.planimuft..be.r.fettled with his 
free will .and^cohfent] .arid /in* fflcli a'lii'annei- af nbt .'to,' alfoi;d a'ny . j.ufl ground^ - for. 
'cbmplain'i.''“' ‘ ■- ■' “‘c] io m-.n. -Ji tu .o\ ir.';, : l f 

60. In the next place, the utmoft care and attention inuft be beftewed in forming- 

tlie faid ;plan, that in feme proper rnode or lliape, a juft and equitable conftderation 
die-fecured-fca the^.Cpmpanyi. 

6 1 . If any Ihcbnvenlencrerbe’appfeh'ehded tb'anfe''- tb-‘the-Gompan)>’s -inveftments# 
mpon carrying on fuch an inland trade, you are to give us your full thoughts there- . 
upon, and in what manner they rnay be-obviated^-r 

62. You are to give us your impaVtlar and unbiaffed thoughts alfo, whether the 
■carrying bn this t.nland trade inay ^aflfedl: .the .juft rights and privileges., of the .French, 
Dutch, or any otbei-,Eiiropeans,'and tend |herebytb dra.wlpn' any 'national altercations^ 
nnd embroils, whichareby •airmeahst'b’’be'avoidedi;‘''Iriformingdhe=faid plan, there-' 
fove-j you ;-afe to be particularly careful to prevent thqfe or any other evils of the like 
jdnd. .-op'-r-, 

■ .r; : ■xxx '/r ^ 

MxtraU of a Lmerfrom the Couft of Direkors' to the fref^eni.-qndf^ 

Fort William in Bengal^ dated ■April 0.6 i ;• ^ 

■2-0. "We are extremely anxious for the arrival of .Lord Cfive, :and the gentlemen 
•who accompanied'* -him a as .they have been fo lately; in England, . they are the heft 
judges of the opimbn thelCompany and .the , nation entertain .of - the condufft of the 
.Englifh iii Bengal, for-thefe laft ' four yearsr.^ ..which, we^ are :'fprry to fay, is in general, 
that they have been' guilty of violating treaties, of great oppreflipn, and a combina- 

:tion to enrich themfelves. . , ' o'- - • 7 “ • 1 '-ji'a 

21. 'VVedo not here mean to enter into a difeufUon, refpettmg the pohtical conduct 
of ^our late Governor f- and' Council butUuuft fay, that; an unbounded thirft after, 
-riches feems' to have poflelfcd ■■the v.diole.body of our fervants to that degi'ee, that 

• Lord Clive, with MefTr.-. Sumner, SyTtes, and Colonel Smith, failed from England in June 1764, 

5Lnd did not arrive at Fort William in Bengal, till May 3d, 1765, . .. ... 

+ Governor 'V'anfitlart and his Council. ' ' . • ■. 

. they 
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focHiave loft all fight of juftice to tlie country government, and' of ' their -duty to ^ 

the-Gompaii}’-. ■ . - , , ■ ■ . . 

■ ' 22. In reading the opinions of the fevcral. members of the late Council refpeamg . 
illeij-al trade, by which they mean the articles of fait, ,bectle-nut,' and tobacco, we are • 

. aftmihlied to find thofe among them who pretend to found their rights on the Fir- ' 

mauns.' ■ - . ' . ' ■ ■ 

2^. Treaties of commerce are underftood to be for the mutual benefit of thereon-- 
tradting parties. Is it then poffible to iuppofe that the court of Dehly, by conferring 
the privilege of trading free of cuftoms, could mean an inland trade in the commo- 
dities of their own countr)’’, at that period unpradtifed and unthought of by the En- 
glifli, to the detriment of their revenues, and the ruin of their own merchants ? We 
do not find fuch a conftruftion ever was heard of until our own fervants firft invented 
it%'and afterwards fupported it by violence ; • neither coiild it be claimed b}\the fubfe-. 
quent treaties with | Meer Jaffier, or j: Cofliin Ally, which were never underftood to give 
one additionaTprivilege .of trade beyond what the Firmauns exprelTed. In llrort, the 
fpecious arguments ufed by thofe wHo pretended to fet up a right to .it,.' convince us 
that they did not want' judgment but virtue, to wichftand the temptation of fuddenly, 
amalfing a great fortune, although acquired by means incompatible with the peace of 
the, country, and their duty to the Company. 

24. Equally blameable were they who, acknowledging they had no ^ right to it, 
and ienfible of the ill confequences vefulting from afluming it, have nevorthelels-car- 
xied on this trade, and ufed the authority of the Company to obtain, by a |j treaty ex- 
adled by violence, a fandtion for a trade to enrich themfelves, without the leaft re- 
gard or advantage to the Company, whofe forces they employed to proKedf them in it. 

25. Had this lliort queftion been put, which their duty ought -firft to have fuggefted, 
Js it for the interejl of our employers ? they • would not have hefitated one moment, 
about it ;■ but this criterion feem's never once to have occurred. 

. 26. All- barriers' being thus. broken down between the Englifli and' the countr3’' 
government, and every thing out of its proper channel, we are at a lofs how to pre- 
feribe means to -reftore order from confufion ; and being deprived of that confidence 
which we hoped we might have placed in thofe fervants who appear to have been 
die adtors in thefe ftrange feenes, we can only fay:, that we rely on the zeal and abilities 
of Lord Clive, and the gentlemen of the Seledt Committee, to remedy thefe evils : 
we hope they will reftore our reputation among the country* powers, and convince 
fheiu of our. abhorrence of oppreflion and rapacioufnefs. 

30. We have heard of fuch inftances of the want of fubordination among 'Our fer- 
vants, that we lhall never think you are ferioufly inclined to introduce good order . 
amongft them, until you have made fome examples of the moft violent and refradtory 
araongft them, by.difmilEng them our fervice upon juft complaints, and fending them- 
to Europe. ' . . ' ' ' 

• No. XXXI. . 

KxtraB of a Letter from the Court of DireSiors to Lord CJhe, dated April 

26, 1-76 5, 

. We hope the expedlation of your Lordfiiip’s arrival will have ha.d a happy influence 
on our aftairs, by haftening the conclufion of that expenfive war, and leaving you at 
• Vanfittarps Narrative, paflim. 

^ The two treaties between the Nabob Meer Jaffier and the Company, the firft dated in June 1757, 
and the fecond in July 1763, are rubfequent articles in this Appendix. 

t The treaty between^ the Nabob Meer Coflim Ally Cawn and the Company, dated in September 
1760, is a fubfequent article in this Appendix. 

' il Alluding to the fecond treaty between Meer Jaffier and the Company.’ 
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full Icifiire to attend to the cftablifliment of a firm and kfting peace, to thcrcgulatloir 
of the trade in fait, bcctic-nut, and tobacco, and other articles ; that it may be ad- 
jufted on fuch a plan to the fatisfadlion, and with the concurrence of the Nabob as 
may redound to the honour of the Company, and cfFcdtually prevent the confufion 
arid oppreffion that havefprung from the abufes pradlifed in it of late years, to the 
reduftion of our enormous military cxpcnccs, t6 the cftablilliment of good order: 
among our civil fervants, difeipline in our army, and harmony in the fettlcmcnts. 

No. XXXII. 

Extr^^ of a Lefter from the Court of DircBors to the Frefdent and Council af 
Fort William in Bengal, dated JDccembcr 

10. Your deliberations on the inland trade have laid open to us a fccnc.of the moll 

cruel oppreffion, which is indeed exhibited at one view of the ijth article of the 
Nabob’s, complaint, mentioned thus in your Confultation of the 17th of Odlobcr,. 
1764. “ The' poor of this country, who ufed always to deal in fait, bcctlc-nut, and 

tobacco, are now deprived of their daily bread, by the trade of the Europeans,. 

whereby no kind of advantage accrues to the Company, and the government’s 
“ revenues are greatly injured.” Wc jfhall, for the prefent, obferve to you, that 
every one of our fervants concerned in this trade, has been guilty of a breach of his 
covenants, and a difpbedience to our orders. In your Confultarion of the 3d of May,; 
we find, among the various exto. donate pradiccs, that moft extraordinary one of’ 
Barjaut, or forcing the natives to buy goods beyond the market-price, which you there- 
acknowledge to have been frequently pradifed. 

11. In 5''our refolution to prevent this pradicc, you determine to forbid it,' but 

with fuch care and diferetion, as not to affed the Company’s inveftment, as you do' 
riot mean to invalidate the right derived to the Company from the Firmaun, which' 
they' have always held over their weavers, a'lis the Company- are known to purchafe- 
their inveftment by ready money onIy>-, we require a full explanation how this can' 
affed them, or how it could ever have been pradifed in the purchaic of their in-- 
■veftment, -w'hich the latter part of Mr. Johnftonc’s minute, entered on Confultation the 
s ift of July 1 764,.infinuatcs for it would almoft juftify a fufpicion, that the goods- 
,of our fervants have been put off to the weavers, in part payment of the Company’s- 
inveftment ; therefore, wc dired you to make a rigid ferutiny into this affair, that we' 
may know if any of our fervants, or thofc cmplor-ed under them, havebeen guilty of 
fuch a breach of ' truft, that their, names and all the circumftances may be knowm 
to us. - _ ^ ‘ . 

12. We alfo- order you to give us the particular inftances- which have confirmed 

you in .your.'opinion, that the Barjaut has-been pradifed, that we may know whofc' 
agents they were/ and whether the agents who pradifed’ it were countenanced and pro- 
teded in it by their mafters. ■ , . ' 

15. Mr. Johnftone’s minute, .in- Confultation the sift of July cannot efcape' 

our notice, wherein he fays, The fupport of tlicfe and our other privileges in their; 

full extent, agai.nft the ufurpations of' the late Nabob, engaged us in this unhappy 
“ war; and after fo many valuable lives loft in the defence of thern,- I Ihallever be’ 

againft parting with them, oir hazarding the lofs- of them, without greater- or- better 

• During Mr. Vanfittari’s government. ■ 

, ^ “ caufc- 
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caufetKan has - yet appeared, afid till after we have found, by experience that other 

remedies are in vain.” . . , ' . ■ 

’ '14. As the privileges here meant principally relate , to the unwarranted inland - trade, 
in which our own fervants have been fo generally concerned, greatly to the prejudice 
of the Company, by involving their affairs in diflrefsand difficulties, and manifeftly 
.injurious m the country government, to which every one of- you cannot but be fully 
■fenfible, we "fay -w^e cannot avoid, taking , notice of the faid opinion, as by .it Mr. 
■Johnftone feems to perfevere, at all events, to prefer, the private intereft of individuals 
to the general good, fo far as refpedts the faid inland trade. If Mr. Johnftone continues 
in thefe fentlments, as from the general tenor of his conduct we have too much reafon 
to apprehend, he cannot but be looked upon as a dangerous fervant ; therefore, if he, 
or any other fervant, flrall perfift in carrying on a trade, which, as before obferved, has 
been attended with fo many bad confequences, we would have him or them difmifTed 
the Company’s fervdce. 

15. We ftiall fay nothing further at prefent on the.inland trade, till that important 
fubjedt ffiall have been taken up by Lord Clive and the gentlemen of the SeleQ; Gom- 
•mittee; only obferve, that the regulation propofed, in Confultation 17th Odtober, 
.1764, of confining the trade of our fervants in the article of fait to the capital cities 
of Patna, Dacca, and Murffied-abad, on paying the Nabob two and a half per cent, 
•is a manifeft difobedience of our orders of the 8th February, then under deliberation, 
which pofitively forbid all trade in fair, beetle-nut, .and tobacco ; nor, does -it by any 
means obviate the Nabob’s objeftions arifing from the diftrefs of the poor, and the 
injury to his .revenues j for if you pay only two and a half per Cent, and the country 
people twent}’’, or perhaps forty per cent, it is as much a monopoly as ever. 

• ' No. XXXIII. . ' 

•^pttradi of a Letter from the Court of Dirediors to. the Lrefident and Council 
at Fort William in Bengali dated Feb, 19, 1766. 

fii. No fuccefs in carrying on thewar againft Sujah al Dowlah to give his country 
“to the King can juftify the meafure. . Sujah al Ddwlah’s letter of the third of Ja- 
nuary, offering to withdraw his protedtioii from Coffim' Ally Cawn, to enter into 
.friendffiip with you, and join j^our army in purfuing him, was the opportunity that 
ought to have been embraced for putting an end to the w^ar ; ■ that palled, your fatal 
engagements with the King were left to operate with their utmoft force ; .all fight of 
the Company’s intereft was from that moment loft, and one error .has plunged 5’’ou 
into' many more. The reply you make to the above offer of Sujah al Dowlah, when 
you demanded he ftiall put them to death, we cannot fuppofe'ferioufl)'' meant; for if 
the law of liofpitality forbad his delivering them up, furely it forbad his' murdef- 
' ing them. ■ 

22. In Confultation of the 28th of January, mention is made of fome fubfequent 
letters from Sujah al Dowlah to Major Fletcher, which are but flightly mentioned 
therein, and appear no where, entered on your correfpondence ; the' only obfervation 
made on them is, that you were too far engaged with the King to recede. In the 
la'ft letter we, in general ternas, condemned this treaty with the King, and flattered 

* Alludiug to the “ Propofals made by the king Shaw Allum to Major Munro, and articles propofed. 
*! I’y Governor Spencer and his Council, to be executed by the King.” The firft dated November zzd, 
1764, and the latter December 6th following ; both inferted fubfequent numbers in this Appendix. 

t Coffim Ally Cawn and Somroo, . ' ■ 

R 2 onrffilvoc 
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:ou 7 felvcs you xVould have feen the folly, thereof, or''Meer' JafEer's death or the arrival 
of Lord Clive would have prevented the execution ot ’it ; but being Hifappointed in-.; 
,our expedla'trons, we now 'lhali'give you our fentiments" at large. The dvfpoffeffiho- 
Sujah al Dowlah . of . his country, is, we apprehend, bfealcing down ’.theTtrongeft 
.barrier \ye could Have had againft the Afghan' Maharattas,. and all the invaders, of 
the empire, .who y/ere checked from' penetrating into the eaiiern provinces by a power 

was throughout Hindohan. The raifing’the King- on his ■ 
fuiris renders this danger flill more flriking, becaufe all the northern powers are his . 
matural enemies, being attached to the Vizier Ghazi 6 din Cawri ; and )'ou own 
youi-felves, in the reply to Mr. Gra3'’s minute in Gbnfultation 20th of Feb. ‘ 1755,, 
that- though the title to the crowm is contefted, -all parties feem to unite in oppofing- 
the claini 'of him 3mu acknowledge King; and it is to, be feared they will come 
dowm upon him before his ftrengtli is confirmed ; and thus- 3mu may have-drawm thet 
wars that havefo long.diftradted the northern countries, to 3mur-own frontiers-.- ; 

23. Wc have no bpiiiibn thatthe- King can poffibly maintain himfelf withouf-3bur • 
utmofi; affiftance ; nor do we imagine Sujah' al Dowlah - is fo reduced as- not- to make 
head again; and the refult will be, w^elhall have a w'ar to m-aintain fix hundred miles-, 
from our own fettlerhcnts, from thefuccefs of which no poflible advantage can be dep- 
rived, and one defeat may be the total lofs of the provinces. 

24. - In your engagement w'ith the King we remark, the ftipulation for th'e charges ' 
of the war was .unfettled.; and we have much reafon to- apprehend the -whole expence 
.will be left on the Bengal government; ' * 

25. We now come to confider the meafures 5mu took on thfe death' of Jaffier -Ally- 

Cawn. We could have wifiied the fuccelfion had been left undetermined -until Lord 
Clive’s arrival ; but if it was - abfolutely UecelTary to come to a fudden determination, . 
and that fome one muft be immediately acknowledged Subah, it rvas confiftent with-:, 
the faith we owed the father to adopt the fuccelfion he defigned ; and thejnexpe-' 
rience of the 3'-bung Subah confidCred, 3mu did. right tO' appoint him a regent;- but 
in the choice of -Mahomed Reza'Cawn .we think you paffed too .fiightly over the 
charge urged againfl:' hint, of being fo very deficient in accounting for the revenues ^ 
of the province of which he had been governor. ' - - . • • _ 

26. The J appointing of independent Dewans appears highly improper to us ; for^t 

is intruding on the power of the regent, . -w^eakening - his government,- and tending to 
anarch3' ; nor. can we conceive that Jan3'^ Englilhman is mailer enough’ of the forms of 
government to undertake the dividing their, departments without introducing con- ■ 
fulion. ’ . i . - . ■ ■ . ' 

27. With,refpe£t to -the treaty with Nudjum al Dowlah* it is proper here to infert, - 
at length the 5th article,, which -w^as in thefe words “ I-do ratify and confirm -to 

theEnglilh the privilege granted them by their FirmaunjandfeveraiHiifbulhookums,... 

of carrying on their trade by means of their own Dulluck free from all dutiesy taxes, . 

or impofitions in all parts of the countr3', excepting in the article of fait, on which 
** a duty of two and a half per Gent., is to be levied -on the Rowana orcHcughly 

-market .price.” This fifth article is totally repugnant to -.our orders contained in - 
our general letter, by the Kent'and Lapwing, dated the .ill of June 17.64, in which * 

* See “ Articles propofed by Governor Spencer and his Council, to.be executed.- by-the King, dated 

December 6th, 1764.” .A'lfo copy of the “ Firmaun executed by the King, dated December zptb.- 
'f following.” Both inferted fubfequent articles in this Appendix. _ - - . 

•J- Governor Spencer and his Council: The Nabob Meer Jafiier-died in.Febrnary 1765, and was fuc- 
cceded by his natural fon Nudjum al Do-wlah. 

J See ‘‘ Treaty between the Nabob Nudjum al Dowlah and the Company, entered into by Governor,- 
•* 'Spencer and his Council, dated in February 1765,” a, fubfequent article in this' Appendix. 

we 
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vrc not only cxpreflcd our abhorrence of an -article in -the treaty with Mcer Jaffier, 
literally corrcfponding with the prcicnt fifth article^ but in pofitive terms, directed you, 
in- concert with the "Nabob, to form an. equitable plan for carrying on the inland 
trade, and iranfmit the fame to us, accompanied by fuch! explanations and remarks- 
as might enable us to give oiir ' fentiments • and directions-- thereupon. We muft re- 
mind "you too, that in our’faid gehcrftl letter we cjqtre/ly direfted,' that our 'orders in 
our letter of the 8 th of February preceding, which 'were to put y final and efFeffual 
end to the inland trade In lidl, bcctic-nut, and tobacco, and in '-all other" articles 
jiroduccd and confumed in the-couniTy, fliould remain in .force untih an iequitablc 
and fatisfaCl'ory plan could be formed and adopted ; as' therefore' there is hotthe lead; 
Iniitudc' given^you for concluding any treaty whatfoeVer refpedting this inland trade,.. 
>wc muO; and do cohfider what you have done as an’ exprefs - breach and violation of 
our orders, and a determined rcfolution to facrifice the intereft;of the Company^-, 
and the peace of the country, to lucrative and felfifli views.- •; ' h ' ^ ' 

28. This unaccountable behaviour puts an. end to all confidence in iHofewKo made- 
this treaty, and forces us to refolvc on'nicafurcs forthc fupport'Of.iour--authority,.and^' 
the prefervacion of the Company. Wc do, therefore, pronounce,' that every 'fen^ant' 
■concerned in that trade' Hands guilty of a breach of his 'covenants with ais and , of'our 
orders; and in confcqucnce- of this rcfolution we pofitively direiffy. that if- that -treaty' 
is now fubfifling, 5’'ou-makc a formal renunciation, bj’' fomc folcmn. adt to be entered - 
on your records, of all-right under the faid treaty, or othenvife, to. trade in fair,, 
beci!c-niu,, and tobacco,- and that you tranfmit this renunciation of that' part of: the 
treaty in form to the Nabob in the Pcrfian language. Whateveregovernnierit may 
be eftablifhed, or whatever unforcrccn'-circumftances may arife, it is our refolution to 
prohibit, andwe-do abfolutcly forbid -this- trade of fait, -bcctle-nuty. and .tobacco/ and. 
of all articles- that arc not for export and import,, according- to the {jiirit of the Fir-- 
maun, which docs not in the leaf; give biy latitude whatfoever for carr}Mng on fuch 
an inland trade; and moreover, wc fliall deem every 'European concerned therein, di- 
rcdlly or indircdtly, guilty of a breach’ of his -covenants, and direft that hc.be;forth-- 
with fent to England, that wc may: proceed againft him accordingly ; . and. every na- • 
tlvc who Hiall avail himfelf of our protection to carry this trade on,. without paying, 
•all' the durics due to the government,’ equally with the reft of the Nabob’s fubjeCts, 
flialfforfcit that protection, and be-baniftied the fettlements’; and Kve'dir-eCt that'thefc' 
rcfolutlons- be fignified publicly throughout" the fcttlcmchti'.. .. 

29. With refpeCt tO'tlic nth article of the treaty, which fettles the reftitution for' 

private loftes, we gave you our fentiments on that ftibjeCt veiy-' fully, in our; letter of 
the 24th December, In which w'e remain -confirmed, and- our orders ' rclative theretb- . 
Hand in -full force. We alfo continue in the fame ' fentiments upon the donation to> 
the navy, which wc fee is again taken up in the inftmCtions to . the refident at the • 
Durbar.. . ^ . 

30; Wd repeat that ive have loft all confidence ih thofe lervants/ tvhicH" nothing • 
can -reftore but a ftrlCl; obedience to our orders, and -a- more Jcriipulous attention: to the 
Company’s true- intereft. In the mean time,. and till their .'conduCt fhall have re- ■ 
inftated them ih our- good opinion, we muft, .and do. rely folely, . 6n-our Prefident • 

• Lord Clive, and the SeleCt- Committee, whom.we.do. Jiereby inveft with all requifite 
powers for fecuring to the Company all fums paid on account of reftitution till our 
orders -are known.’ We further expeCt that They fti’all give us a'clear inveftigation of ' 
the motives that influenced ’the q" Governor and Council’ to engage in a treaty with the..' 

See our -Appendix, for copy of this treaty -vvitliNudjum-al Dovvlah. ’ > 

•j-; Governor Spencer and his Council. See pur Appendixfor copy of.this treaty^. 

■ ■■ • - ■ - Kvigj-, 
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King, fo repugnant/ J;o our trnc‘ intcrefl. n.TJiaf tlicy. fliall examine into the rc^fons 
of thcBurdwaiHands-bcinglct fo low as thifty-two?^dacks, when, liy. the accounts tranf- 
mittccl to 115 , thccollcdtions excccclcfJ fifty, f lacks. We -.nlfo rdy on the Comm'.ttcc 
to put'allop to, thc'fiiamcfvil dcmand'macle.on thc; Nabob for the:}: navy, and fun- 
ported !b}0 tire Council to their tgreat k.Hflionoiir.; f,And if any further corrupt or on- ' 
prcflivc;pradliccsijcolne to their knowledge, , that . they :fufjicnd,thofc who fiiall appear 
guilty of them, -and 'give usitlie Juliefl information' thereof. '.And laftly, we cannot 
avoid taking /notice^ tbat the. late §> Prefidcnt. and iCouncil, neither .acknowledged the 
receipt of fthc covenants, relative to the receiving prefen ts from the country govern' 
liieht, nor. ha.ve,.tlicy', taken/the leaft, notice pf .them,; wcjbopc.tberc is no further 
nicanihg’m'thisr jjcglcdv' than .the deferring -it’ till Lord Clive’s arrival ; yet , \vj3en we 
'.confider the total dtfi'cgard' of •.our tnoft folemn orders on the moftr important fubjeds, 
we knowfiiot wberc-.thcir'difobedicnce'will ftop.;'; ■ ■ , 

31. We have received, two, Ic.tters. from Mr. Spencer, the firfl dated the 5th Fe- 
bruary, '1765;.' .the 1 aft the 14th March,:. copies .of w-hich ,wc cnclofc for your.infor- 
-inatiqn;- as they both. airgc his own merit in ‘ fo ftrong. ,51 manner, ye find ourfclvcs 
obliged to give: our. fentiments on his cbndud in Bengal. ■ , ; 

• 32'. He came dow'n (to tbat fettjement with the general good opinion of the world, 

:and with obf approbation of hiCcondud during his fcrvicc at Bombay,, w-idi this pe- 
culiar advantage,. that ;he was free from all the embarraflments and the ^larty fpirit 
that prevailed in Bengal, and had the plain part of the Company’s intereft before 
bim. • We fhall, ’.tlierefore, .recapitulate the cenfurc , we, have p'afled, on, that part of 
the adminiftratioiviof our affairs in which- he tvas, concerned, and which we take for 
^granted he approved, .a's no diflent is entered by him,' 

; 33. The very fame letter that carried his (Mr. Spencer’s) ; appointment to the go- 

vernment, .carried our moft .pofitive orders to ,put a total and eficdual ftop to the 
trade in fait, l 5 cetle-nut, ^'and,. tobacco, which we exprefled to' be the fource of the 
war, and incompatible With the peace of the, 'country and the intereft of the Com- 
pany; j yet' in 'Confultatiohs 17th. Odob'er, wherein that order is taken into con- 
-fideration, • he figns to a refolution to carry .on the trade of fait and beetle-nut, paying 
tro thc Nabob on: fiilt 2 4 - per Gent, in dired breach of our orders ; and in the treaty 
with the new, (( Nabob, 'lie ftipulatcs .for that right by an exprefs article of the treaty. 

3 Although the -treaty -with Mccr. Jaffier Ally Ga\yn was entered into before 
Mr. Spencer’s arrival, )'ct he gave his fandipn to cver)^ part of it, particularly that 
•which .ftipulated reftitutioh 'for ' lofl'es^ which,, we make no doubt, he knew to be 
’dmoftIy’fuftained in;an illicit trade, and preferring the intereft of the, fervants to the 
{honour of tlie; Company, countenanced the aggravating; circumftances which accom- 
panied that fiiameful proftitution of our authority, in rifing in the demand, till, by 
'.flinging in out-ftandiug debts, it w>as carried to the exorbitant fum. of -f"f fift^y'^hree 
lacks; and Mr. Spencer, though no way intcrefted therein, joined in the ungenerous 
■proceedings, ’by .'which Meer Jailer’s confent was 'extorted for the payment of thefe 
demands, and.in the treaty with.thc ne.w Nabob, makes it an ad of his own, by care- 
-fully/fSpulating .for ■ it thereiii; and, to -our great aftonifliment,- V'C- fee his name to 
•-confult’ation 15th November, 17^4, .wherein hfe engages the authorit}' of . the Com- 
pany to obtain thefum of twelve J J.lacks'and. a half for the {jl navy ; though, as far as 


* 400,000/. { f 625,000/- ' ' '' ' ■ 

t A demand was niad.e on theiNabob Mccr^Japicr firit by .Governor Vanfittart,^ and afterwards by 
.^lommodore. Tinker, for a prefent to be given- to a /mail fquadron of his , majefty’s (hips then xn Bengal, 
Sunder Mr. Tinker’s command.- ■ , ^ 

§ Governor Spencer and his Council. . 11 Nudjum al Dowlah. 

** See copy of this treaty in our Appendix, dated in July' 1763. 

if « 156, .JO* 
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appears to us, the demanding this fum tvas a private aft of his predeceflbr, 
unknown to him, but fo ftrongly adopted, that, we fee, he never lofes fight of 
it, but makes the recovery of it part of the inftruftions to the refident at the Durbar, 
on the acceffion of the new Subah. 

35. In the adminiftration of our revenues, he has fo overlooked the accounts of the 
province of Burdwan, that though it appears in them the Rajah collefts fifty-one 
lacks of rupees yet he has approved the agreement with the Rajah for thirty-two 
lacks§, which is even lower than the preceding )'car,‘ nor has he taken any notice of 
die fum of eighty thoufand rupees H, applied to the ufe of our fervants,' under the head, 
of Charges Rcfidency. 

36. In his letter the i4.th March, he urges the general flourifliingftate of the* Com- 

pany’s affairs as a matter of merit to himfclf, in which we totally differ from him, as 
he will learn from our fentiments in our letter of the 74th December,, and the prefent; 
of which you will tranfmit him copies, as far as relates to thc.adminiftration of our 
affairs during his being of our Council in Bengal. . . 


No. XXXIV.., . 

'ExtraB of a better from the Court of DtreBors to the EcleB - Commit fee im 

Bengal, dated May ijy 1766. 


7. Equally politic and prudent arc the conceflions in favour of the King, wliofe 
intcreft was belt confidcred by the reftoring Sujah al Dowlah to his country,' the - only 
Subah in Hindodan who is ever likely to fupport him in liis pretenfions to the" em- 
pire. The revenue agreed to be paid him,, muft be, in the eyes of the Indian powers, 
a mark of our refpeft to the royal blood, and- an acknowledgment of his right. ‘ We 
approve alfo the being guarantee- for Nudjeef Cawn, and finally we hope the mo- 

, deration and attention paid to all thofc who have efpou fed our interefi: in this war,- 
will refiore our reputation in Hindoftan,. and' that the Indian powers will be convinced 
no breach of treaty will ever have our fanftion.- We hope alfo, the fifty lacks,* 
fiipulatcd to be paid by Sujah al Dowlah, will be, before this reaches you, difcliargedy- 
and his dominions entirely evacuated by our troops ; and that none will- remain Under 
pretence of preteftion to the King’s perfon, for that may lead to pretenfions to fupport 
him in his claim to the empire, a meafurc quite contrary to our 'views, being deter- 
mined tO' make the provinces of B'eng-ai,. Bahar, and ■ Orifla, -the utmofl; bounds of 
our political views or pofieflions. • ■ . ■ 

8. The article in the treaty with Sujah al Dotylah, flipulating a' trade duty free, 
through his dominions, we direft to be confined folely to the Company’s trade, and' 
even in that fenfe of it ; we mean only if his dominions produce any goods fit iqr the 
European- marke'tSj or if it can be made the means of extending our trade in the- 
woollen manufaftures, or any other European goods. 

,.?■ ^y^^'cotne now to confider the great and important affair of 'the Dewanny, on'' 
which we firall giveyou our fentiments, .with every objeftion that' occurs to Us. 

10. 'When we iconfidcr that the' barrier of the country government was entirely' 
broke down, and every Engllfliman throughout the' country armed- tvith an- -authority' 

.i 1-637,500/. §'460,000/4 It 10,000 /.- .•'625,000/.- 

that' 
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owned no fupcrlor, and CKeitifinghis power to the oj^preflion of the helplcfs na- 
tive, who knew’ not- \vhom to olVey; utTiicl>:\ crifis, wc cannot hditate to approve your 
■obtainih^'ihc-^cWanny for tiic Comjjnjiy. > , • 

II. V/henwe look, back to the f3dk-!n which Lord Clive, and the' gentlemen of 
the Selcdl Connhitte'e fonnd cflabliflwdy it prefents to us a Subah difarmeci, with a 
revenue- of almod two millions {Icriing, (for fo much feems to have been left, cxclu- 
five of our dcmnhds on him) at the mercy -of our fervants, who had adopted an un- 
heard of ruinOtis principle of an intcreft, diainft from the Company. This princi])lc 
fliewcd itfolf in 'laying their hands upon -every thing they did not deem the' Company's, 
iin'opcrty. 

•. 1 2.’ In the province of 'Biirdwan, the rcfidcht and his Council took an annual 
ftipend of near eighty thoufand rupees per annum from the Rajah, in addition to the 
Company's falary.- This ftands on the Burdwan accounts, and we fear was not the 
udiolc, for we apprehend it went further, and chat they carried this pernicious prin- 
ciple even to the fliaring with tlic Rajah of all he colleftcd, 'beyond the flipulatcd. 
Malguzarry, or land revenue ; overlooking the point of duty to the Company, to 
"whom properly every thing belonged, that was not ncccflary for the Rajah's fupport. 
It has been the princijdc, too, on which bur fervants have falfcly endeavoured to glofs 
over the crimes of their proceedings on the acceflion of the prefent Subah, and wc 
fear would have been foon extended to the grafping the greateft lharc of that part of 
the Nabob’s revenue which was not allotted to the Company. In lliort, this principle 
was diredtly undermining the whole fabrick, for whilft the Company were finking 
mnder the burthen of the war, our fervants were enriching thcmfelvcs, from thofe very 
funds which ought to have fupported the war ; blit to Lord Clive, and our Selcdt 
■Committee, we owe, that the Company arc at lafi: confidcred as principles in the 
advantage, as w'cll as the dangers. 

,1.3. We muft.-how turn our attention to render our acquifitions as permanent as 
human wifdom can make them ; ■ this permanency, wc apprehend, can be found only 
in the fimplicity of the execution. ,We obfervethc account you give of the office and 
power of the King’s Dewan, which in former tin'kes was, the collcfting of all the 
revenues, and, after defraying the cxpcnccs of the army, and allowing a fufficient 
fund for, the fupport of the Nizamaut, to remit the remainder to Dchly,” This 
defeription of it, is not the office wc wifii to execute ; the experience we already have 
had in the province of Burdwan convinces us, how unfit an Englifhman is to condiuft 
'the colledtion of the revenues, and follow the fubtlc native through all his arts, to ^ 
conceal the real value of his country, and to perplex and elude the payments. ^ We *■ 
therefore entirely approve of your preferving tlie ancient form of government, in the 
upholding the dignity of the Subah. ^ • 

14. We conceive the office of Dewan fhould be exercifed only in fuperintending the 
«colle£tions, and difpofal of the revenues; which, though vefted in the Company, 
iliould officially be executed by ourRcfident at the Durbar, under the controulof,^ the 
'•Governor and the Seledl Committee. The ordinary bounds of which controul, 
dliou Id extend to nothing beyond the fuperintending the colkftion of the revenues, 
and the receiving the money from 'the Nabob’s treafury to -that of the Dewanny, or 
the Company, and this wc conceive to be neither difficult or complicated : for at the 
annual Poonah the, government fettles with each Zemindar his monthly. pa)mients for 
the enfuing 3’'ear ; fo the monthl)'' payments of the whole from the Nabob S' Dewan, 

Is but thC' total of the monthly payment of each Zemindar; which mufi; be ftriftly 
Iiept upj and if deficient, the Company muft trace what particular province. Rajah, 

f XQ,Q9o-J, ■ : . ■ ■ ' ■ 
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or Zemindar^ has fallen ilioit of his monthly payhicnts ; or, if it is ncccffary to extend 
the power farther, let the annual Poonah, by which we mean the time when every 
landholder makes his agreement for the enfuing year, be made with -the confent of 
the Dewan or Company. This we conceive to be the whole office of the Devvann)', 
The adminillration of juflicc, the appointment of officers, Zemindarries, in ffiort,- 
whatever comes under the denomination of civil adminillration, we underdand is to 
remain in the hands of the Nabob or his minifters, 

. 15. The Rclidcnt at the Durbar being conftantly on the fpot, cannot be long a. 
Jflranger to anv abufes in the government, and is always armed with power to remedy' 
thenu It will be his duty to ftand between the adminillration and the encroachments' 
alwaj s to be apprehended from the agents of the Company's fervants, which mull 
firll be known to him, and we rely on his fidelity to the Company, to check all fuch' 
encroachments, and to prevent the oppreffion of the. natives. We gave you our fen- 
timents on the office of rclidcnt in our letter of the 24th December lall, which were 
what we thought fuitablc to the office as it then Hood ; but now that is become of fo‘ 
much more importance, we fiiall leave the regulating of it to you, and defire you 
will be very explicit on the fubjedt, and fliall only here fling out fome few thoughts' 
upon it. , . . 

1 6 . "S^’c would have his corrcfpondcnce to be carried on with the Seledt Committee; 
through the channel of the Prefident. Fie fliould keep a diary of all his tranfadlions. 
His correrpondcncc with the natives mull be publicly condudlcd. Copies of ali- 
bis letters lent and received be tranfmitted monthly to the Prefidency, with dupli-- 
plicates and ■ triplicates to be tranfmitted home in our general packet by every'’ 
fliip. 

17. In the :59th paragraph of our general letter of the 24th December laft, we 
c.xprcli'cd our difapprobation of continuing a Chief and Council at Burdwan. We 
fee you have alrc.ady adopted, that fentiment in withdrawing that refidcncy. ^^'e 
have been very full in our late letters on the fubjedt of the Burdwan countr}'j and- 
Fir. Verelll’s letter of the C3th September gives Hill more infight into the affairs of 
that province; and as it has been from the tranfadtions of. that province, that we. 
have acquired the moft experience of the nature of the colledtions of the revenues, tve' 
fliall give you fuch refledtions as occur to us on the fubjedt in general, and on this 
province in particular. We obferve that when we firfl: took poli'effion of the grant 
from Jaffier Ally Cawn, of the Calcutta lands, we immediately turned out all thole' 
men who flood between the government and the cultivator, and put the farm of the' 
lands up to public falc, in which we make no doubt our fervants adted for. our in- 
tcrefl, according to the belt of their judgment ; but it appears to have been deemed 
by the natives an adt of oppreffion, and contrary to the cuftom of Hindoftan. How- 
ever it was then a partial evil, confined to a fmall trad! of country; and the Company 
had this to plead in their defence, that their whole territory, lying near Calcutta, 
could eafily be kept under the general adminillration of the Prefidency, and this 
might be very jullifiablc and very proper for fo limited' an objedl; but when large 
provinces fall under . our government, fuch as Burdwan, we do not think the fame 
condudl fliould have been obferved, but you fliould have made the bell terms you 
could; with the. Rajah for the Malguzarry, or land revenues ; particular local cir- 
cumftances might have required deviations from the general rule, fuch as the inca- 
pacity of the Rajah, which might have been remedied by putting proper miniflers 
about him ; but our fervants fliould not have interfered in the colledbions or civil . 
adminiftrations ; and experience has convinced us, they have either erred in judg- 
ment or their duty to the Company. For after all the various experiments of putting 
the farms up to public fale, .by. which means many families feem to have been 

S utterly 
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xittcrly ruined of keeping lands in the hands of the Company, which yon call Cofs 
and the various methods that have been i/tcd ; we find the collcaions brought to the 
Company’s credit, for the year i'7d4, arc live*' lacks Icfs than what were paid in AU- 
verdy Cawn’s time in 1752. There is a pafiage in A'lr. V’crclli’s letter very alarming, 
and which requires a full explanation j 1 rvas greatly furprized to find, on my 
“ arrival there, that it had been again expofed to public fale ; how^ever, ptirchafers 
‘‘ had only been found for about twenty-two ■}' lacks, fo great was the prejudice taken 
“ of the former fale, and the whole of that very confidcrably under the Juinma- 

bundy.of 1769, excepting the forms lately held by Melirs.Johnflonc, Hay, and 
** Eolts, on which a greater advance was bid.” 

18. We have on a former occafion, in our letter of the 13th March, 1761, para- 
graph 57, permitted our fervants to bid at the public fale ofthe Calcutta lands; but we 
could, not conceive fuch an indulgence could ever be conftrued to admit fervants, 
employed in the colledtion of the revenues of a province, to fclc6; out the moft pro- 
fitable lands for themfeivcs, for. fuch is the in which this tranfadtion appears 
to us, and it is one- more finking proof of the general corruption with which all 
ranks were tainted, and of the ill ufc that has been, made of ever}" indulgence. We 
diredt a ftrldt fcnitiny into this affair ; and if it proves true, that you will make a 
proper example of the offenders, by difmifling them our fcrvice. 

19. This tranfodtion convinces us of the ncccflity of fhutting the door to abufes; 
and we therefore pofitively order, that no covenanted forvant, or Englifirman, re- 
Cding under our protedtion, fiiall be fuffered to hold any land for his own account, 
direftly or indircdll'y, in Ins own name, or that of others, or to be concerned in any 
farms' of revenues whatfoever. 

20. In the 30th paragraph of our letter of the rpth. February lafi, we exprelTed 
our furprize that the covenants were not executed, nor any notice taken of them* 
Judge then what we feel, in learning from Mr. Lcyceftcr’s minute on Confulration 
the nth June 1765, that they n'ever were intended to be executed ; and w'e prefume 
he fpeaks not only his own fentiments, but the fentiments of his colleagues, when he 
fays, the covenants were rather the cffe<fr of party than the cool fentiments of his 
mafters, and that it was probable parties would unite in abolifhing covenants that 
could only injure individuals and do the Company no fcrvice. If our fervants prefume 
thus to call in quefiion our moft diredb and pofitive orders, enforced too by the ge- 
neral voice of the whole body of proprietors, it is time for us to exert the authority 
veiled in us, and to do juftice to the injured natives, to our, own honour, and to the 

. national charadfer. , . • 

21. The proceedings of the Sdcdl Committee have laid-open to us a moft com- 
plicated feene of corruption, in which we have the unliappinefs to fee moft of our 
principal fervants involved. Gentlemen who have ferved us in the higheft offices, in 
whom we placed the greateft confidence, and to wdiom we had given the greateft: 
marks of onr favour ; yet neither the tics of honour or gratitude could controul that 
unbounded third; after riches that feems to have prevailed almoft over the v.’hole 
fettlement, and. threatened a total diflblution of all government. The principle on 
which thefe gentlemen juftify themfelves feems to be, that donations or free gilts 
are lawful when no intereft of tire Company is facrificed to attain them. 

. 22. We do not admit that donations are in any cafe lawful, wirhoiit our confent 
and approbation. Our Governor aud Councils abroad are entrufted with the com- 
marid of our troops and with all our influence and authority, to employ them folely 
for the honour and advantage of the Company. If they pervert the power thus 
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tniHcd with them for the public good to their own private advantage, the}' arc un- 
tlovtbtcdly guilty of a breach of that tiuft. 

23. Neither can we admit that the vaft funis obtained on tiiis occafion were by 
any means free gifts. The dependent fituation of the Subah is itfclf a refutation of 
the plea, and his letter to Lord Clive and the. Seledl Committee, with the concur- 
rent tcdimonics of the Se.nts, and iMahomed j\cza Cawn, together witli the depo- 
fu ions of the fevera! ]>copic examined on this matter, amount to the clcarcfl proofs, 
that the)- were cxadlcd from the fcvcral parties as the terms of the protection granted 
them. And lallly, we ilia!! fay a word or two to what tiiofc gentlemen vainly ima- 
gine makes ftrongly in their defence, that no intcrcfl was facrificcd to obtain them. 

24. The Company were cngagcal in a war, winch, as far as we can judge, cofl; 

them frntn ten to twelve lacks ’ per month ; for which the Nabob had flipulatcd to 
pay no more than live lacks f per month, and even that fell in arrears. The Nabob 
was at this time jwefied for payment of the remaining thirty lacks :j; for reditutions 
bcfidcs other unlawful <icmands on him. It cannot furcly be plc.adcd that under 
ihcfc circumdanccs of the Subah and the Company, no inicrcd of the Comjiany was 
facnficcd to obtaiti them. think thefe gentlemen facriftced their own honour 
the intcred and hotiour of the Company, and of the nation. ^ 

25. ^^’'e are forry fome of the gentlemen have thought fir to judify their breach 
of trud by a brcacli of onlcrs, in pleading the covenants were not executed, there- 
fore not oi)ligatory ; but fo totally do we diflcr from them, that wo think them not 
only guilty of a breach of thofe particular covenants, bur alfo of the general covc- 
natits, wiiich were entered into before thefe lad were found fo ncceffary. 

26. 'I'hc cavils and oppofition of fevera! members of the Council,' to the powers 
and conducl of you our .ScleCl Committee, appear mod evidently to have been cal- 
culated to fercen and nbfirucl the cntiuiries into and dctcClion of their midjchaviour ; 
but we arc fatisfied you have had tiic real intcred of tlic Company condnntly in your 
view, in nil your refearches into the general corruption and rapacity of our feryants 
with the fpirit atid difintcredednefs which do you honour, and merit our approba- 
■tion. ^ ^ 
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140 APPENDIX. 

Copies of TREATIES and GRANTS from the Country Powers 
• to the East-India Company, refpeding , their Prehdency at 
Fort. William, ■ in Bengal, from the year 1756 to 1766, 
both years inclufive. 

No. XXXVII. , . 

. l^reaty and Agreements with Serajah Dowlah^ 


^ 1 
Vs 

'Munfur ul Malck ! 


Serajah Dowla Shah 


Kuly Khan Bahader * 


Hybutjung, Servant of 


King Aalum'Gcer the 


Invincible. 

^ . i 



Lift of .Demand S'. 

I. That the Company be not moleftcd upon account of fuch privileges as have been 
granted them- by the King’s Firmaun and Hufbulhookums, and^the Firmauns and 
•Hulbulhookums in full force. 

That the villages which were given to. the Company by the Firmaun, but detained 
from them by the Subah, be likewife allowed them; nor let any impediment or re- 
ftriftion by put upon the Zemindars. 

■ Agreed to, according to the tenor of the Firmaun, 

■■ 2. That 'all goods belonging to the. EngUfli Company, and having their , Duftuck,. 
do pafs freely by land or water in Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, without paying any du- 
ties or fees of any kind whatfoever; and that the .Zemindars, Chokeydars, Guzer- 
bauns, &c. offer them no kind of moleftation upon this accounts 
It is agreed to. 

3. That reftitution be made the Company of their fadfories and fettlements at Cal- 
cutta, Coffimbazar, Dacca, &c. which have been taken from them. That all mo- 
ney and effedts taken from the Englifh Company, their fadlors and dependents, at their 
feveral fettlements and Aurungs, be reftored in the fame condition. That an equivalent 
in mone}'’ be given for fuch goods as are damaged, plundered, or loft, which lhall be- 
left to the Nabob’s juftice to determine. , 

Whatever has heen'fet%ed hy the Government it is agreed fiall he rejlored. 

4; That the Company be allowed to fortify Calcutta in fuch manner as they ftialf 
efteem proper for their defence, without any hindrance or obftrudtion.. 

It is agreed to. 

5. That Siccas be coined at Allenagur (Calcutta) in the' fame manner as at Moorlhad- 
abad, and that the money ftruck in Calcutta be of equal weight and finenefs with that 
of Moorlhad-abad. There ftiall be no demand made for a dedudlion of Batta. 

It is agreed, that bullion imported by the Company be coined to Siccas-. 

6. That thefe propofals be ratified in the ftrong'eft manner, in the prefence of Qodl 
and his prophet, and figned and fealed to, by the Nabob and fome of his principal. 

people. - . 3 j r 7' j 

In the prefence of God and. his. prophet, thefe arJticles are figned and fealed^ ■ ^ ^ 
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7. And Admiral Charles Watfoii and Col. Clive, promife in behalf of the Eng- 
lilh nation, and of the Englilli Company, that from henceforth all hoftilities fliall ceafe 
in Bengal, and the Englifli will always remain in peace and friendlhip with the Nabob, 
as dong as .thefc articles are keptdn force and remain ntiviolated. ' ' . 

. On condition that an agreement under the Company's feal^ andftgned by the Companfs 
' Council^ 'and Jworn to according to their religion., he font me., I agree to the articles 
. >which I have counterftgned. 




Kcz ul Malck 
Morad ul Dowla 
Nowari-flr Ally Khan 
BahaderZahooarJung, 
j a Sen^ant of King 
Aalum Geer the 
I Invincible. 


Meer Jaflier 


Raja Doolubram 

Khan Bahader 


Bahader, a 

a Servant of King 


Servant of King 

Aalum Geer the 


Aalum Geer the 

Invincible. 


Invincible. 








Agreement of the Company, ftgned by the Governor and Committee, the <^th February, 1757.' 

Wc the Eafl India Company, in the prefence of his excellency the Nabob Mun- 
fur ul Malck, Serajah Dowla, Shah Kuly Khan, Bahader Hybut Jung, Nazim of 
Bengal, Bahar and Orifla, by the hands and ferl of the Council, and by firm agree- 
ment and folemn attcftation, do declare, that the bufinefs of the Company’s fadto- 
ries within the jurifdidtion of the Nabob, Ihall go on in its former courfe : that we 
' will never opprefs or do violence to any perfons without caufe ; that we' will never of- 
fer proteftion to any perfons having accounts with the, government, any of the King’s 
Taalookdars or Zemindars, nor murderers, nor robbers : that we will never add con- 
trary to the tenor of the articles agreed to by the Nabob : that we will carry on 
, our bufinefs as formerly; and will never, in any refpedt, deviate from this agree- 
ment. 

Agreement of Colonel Clive voiththe Nabob., dated February 12, 1757. 

I Colonel Clive, Sabut Jung Bahader, commander of the Englifir land forces in 
Bengal, do folemnly declare, in the prefence of God and our Saviour, that there is 
peace between the Nabob Serajah Dowla and the Englifli : They, the Englilh, will 
inviolably adhere to the articles of the treaty made with the Nabob: that as long 
as he Ihall obferve his agreement, the Englifli will always look upon his enemies as 
their enemies ; and whenever called upon,, will grant him all the affiflance in their 
power, ' ... . 


Perwannah 
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Pcrwannah for Dtff ticks from SerajaJi ponalat . dated ^ih Pajeb Jb/Ioon, 

The Engli'ili Company’s ^oods having been carried backward and forward' by land 
and water, always through the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, . by the Duf- 
tuck and feal of the faid Company, by virtue of the King’s Firmaun, which is alfo 
now confirmed by me. Take care, on no pretence,* to inteniipt their carrying their 
goods backwards and forwards through all yhe Choikeys whatfoever, and not to de- 
mand an}f Katbarra, Manjor, See. according to thc'King’s Firmaun. Let them pafs and 
repafs, without receiving a fingle cowrie from any of their people, and interfere not 
Avith the Englifli Company’s Gomaftahs on any account, but rather take care that 
through all your diftridls their bufinefs be wot pbftru'iftcd in anyway. 

Filteen Perwannahs of the fame tenor hnd date) were granted under , the feal of 
the Nabob Serajah Dowla to the Rajahs and 'Zcmiildars. 

Perwannah under the Seal of Nabob Miinfur ul Malek^ Serajah Dowla Bahader, Hyhiit 

Junk, dated ^th of Raj eb (31ft March *) in the ^d year of the glorious reign, MohunloL 

All goods belonging to the Englifii Company, which, by virtue- of the royal man- 
date, ufed to pafs and repafs with the faid Company’s Duftucks, Iby land or water, 
through the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, I have at this time granted a 
free currency to, in the fame manner and with the fame privileges as formerly .' it is 
necefiary that your excellency write to the officers at Dacca, Chittagong, - Jugdea, 
Akbarnagur, Silhet, Rangamatty, Cheetmarree, Moorffiad-abad, and Purnea, that they 
fuffer the fame goods to pafs up and down the rivers without any moleftation or im- 
pofition of Katbarra (a tax laid upon boats) or any other articles forbidden by the 
royal court; nor exadt the fmalleft fum from them, nor any ways opprefs the Go- 
maftahs or dependants. Let them be pundtual in this. 

Dujliick under the feal of the Nabob Serajah Dowla, (d c. dated "f 1 7 Jemmaude Sami, 

the ^d year of the King's glorious rcigiu 

^0 all Foitzdars, Zemndars, Chokeydars, and Oveifep’s of the way of the preninces of 

Bengal, Bahar, and OriJfa. 

All goods belonging to the Engliffi Compan)^, which by virtue 'of tlie roi'al man- 
date ufed to pafs .and repafs through .the foregoing provinces, by land ;a3id water, 
with the Company’s Duftucks, I have at this time granted a free currency to, in the' 
fame manner as formerly, and with the confirmation of their former privileges. Let 
all goods, having the Engliffi Company’s Duftnek, pafs .ns before; up and down the 
river, without any moleftation or irapofition of Katbarra, or any other articles for- 
bidden by the royal court ; nor exaft the fmalleft fum from them, nor opprefs the 
Company’s dependents. In this be punftual. and/adt - conformable, to ffiis writing. 


'Perwannah of the Nabob Serajah Dpwlah to the 'Ho 7 i,Po 7 npany, fr erefling a rninf in. 

‘Calcutta. . ’ 

' From the date of the firft of the' moon Shaban, the four fun Siccas are begun to be 
ftampt, and through all the mint-houfes tlte new Siccas of the four fun are cc^ed. 

* t About the 9th of March, 17^7. 
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Take care and credt a - mint in Calcutta- (called AHenagur,) and ftamp gold and 
filvcr rupees out of the bullion and gold im])ortcd your nation, of the weight of 
rupees of gold and filver coined at Moorlliad-a.b'ad : under. 'the name of Allenagur- 
Calcutta lliall you coin your money, it Ihall pafs for land ' revenues, &c. .arid no 
body will alk or fetany Batta upon them; only take, card not to coin 'the gold and 
filver of other nations. 

No. XXXIX. 

Treaty with ^ajier. Ally Khan. 

* 1 /wear I>y God, and the prophet of God^ to abide hy the terms of this treaty whilfi I 
have life, 

' Meet Mahomed . ' ' 

, Jaffier Khan 

Bahade’r,. fefvant j 
of king i 

Aalum Geer. 


Treaty made with the Admiral and Colonel Clive [_Sabict Jung Bahader'] Governor Drake,. 

- and Mr. JVdtts. 

1. Whatever articles Were agreed upon in the time of peace with the Nabob Se- 
rajah Dowla, Munfur ul Malek, Shah Kuly Khan, Bahader, Hybut Jung, I agree 
to comply with. 

2. The enemies of the Englifh, are rity- enemies, . whether they be Indians or Eu- 
ropeans. ' 

3. All the cffcdls and fadtories belonging, to the French in the province of Bengal, 
(the Paradife of nations,) and Bahar and Oriffa, lliall remain in the poffeffion of the 
EngWh, nor will I ever allow them any more to fettle in the three provinces. 

4. In confideration of the lofles which the Englifli Company have fuftained by the 
capture and plunder of Calcutta by the Nabob, and the charges occafioned by the 
iriaintenance of the forces, I will give them one T crore of rupees. 

5. For the elfedts plvindercd from the Englilh inhabitant's at Calcutta, I agree to 
give fifty J lacks of rupees. 

6. For the effedts plundered from the Gentoos, Mufluliueri, and other fubjedts of 
Calcutta, twenty §' lacks of rupees fliall be given. 

■ 7. For the effedts plundered from the Armenian inhabitants of Calcutta, I will 
give the fum of feven il lacks of mpees. The diffribution of the fums allotted the 
natives, Englifli inliabitants, Gentoos, and Muffulmen, Ihall be left to the Admiral 
and Colonel Clive, (Sabut Jung Bahader,) and the reft' of the Council, to be difpofed 
of by theni, to whom they think proper. 

8.^ Within the ditch which furrounds the borders of Calcutta, are tradts of land be- 
longing to fcveral Zemindars ; befides this, I will grant the Englifli Company fix 
hundred, yards without. the ditch, 

■9. All the land laying to the fouth of Calcutta, as far as Culpee, fliall be under the 

Zemindary of the Englifh Company, and all the officers of thole parts fhall be under 

their jurifdidtion. The revenues to be paid by them (the Company) in the fame 

manner with other Zemindars, ' - 

. 10. wlien- 

• Thefe words were wrote in Iiis own hand. f 1,250,000/, J 62.^,006/. §250,0004. 

87,500/. 
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.10. -.Whenarcrrl,. demand, .^tlve Englifli affiftancc. Twill be. at the charge ofthe- 

' ;;ii. .1 ,will.motrercanny,npw fortifications below Honghly, near the river Ganges:^ 
r I?- As.fopn as.-L. ,ani;-qfi:abliflied iti the :governnicnt of the .three provinces, the 
i9.%i‘9!'^id;ltims,.fiiall,be.^^^ jDated 15th Ramzan, in -the 4th year, of the 

reign. , ' ’ " 

yUMlioml Article. 


13. On condition that Mccr Jaflicr ‘Khan Bahader fitall folemnly ratify, confirm 
by oath, and execute all tl^c uboye articles,, which the -underwritten on behalf of the 
honourable Eall India Companv do,' declaring on the holy gofpcls, and before God, 
-that .we will affi ft Mecr.Jriflicr Khan Bahader, with-, all . our, force,- to obtain, the Su- 
bahflup of the' pvdvincc'bf Bengal,' Bahar,' and Orifla; and further, that' we .will 
affift him to the titmoft againlT -all his enemies whatever, as foon as- he calls upon 
us for that end ,• provided that he, • on his cpmwg io be Nabob, IhaJi fulfill the afore- 
■faid articles. ; ' 


;:a:No..XL.... ; 


General Sunntid wider the. Seal of Jafier Ally Khan. 


all. Governors, Muttafeddees, prefint or future, all lfaihs,Fouzdars, .Zemindars, Chow-. 
drahs, Chno'ngoos, Cdc. feYvdnts of the goyernf ft in the' provinces of Bengal, Bahar 
and Orijfa. . ' ' - 

Know, that by the royal Firmaun and Hufbulhookums the Englifli Company are 
psirdoned (Maaf) exempt from all duties ; ' therefore I write : 

That whatever, goods the Coinpany’s Gqmaftahs , may bring or. carry, to or from 
their fadlories!,' the Aiirungs, or other places, by land or by water, with a Duftuck from , 
any of, .the chiefs of their - fadtpries, you ihall . neither alk nor receive any furn, how- ' 
ever trifling, for the fame. Know they have full power to buy and fell, you are by no 
means to oppofe it ; you are not to. require from the Gom'pany’s Gomaftahs the Settee, 
Manghans', or any other of the Zemindars impofitions. . 

The Company’s' Gomaftahs fliall buy and fell' the Company’s goods without the 
intervention of Delolls, unlefs the Gohiaftahs are fatisfiedto employ them ; you are to- 
affift them on all occafions, wherever they' buy or fell. Whoever adls contrary, to thefe 
orders, the Etiglifh have' full power to punifli them. ' If any of the Company’s goods 
are ftolen, you. are to recover the very cfFedts ftolen, or, make good their amount. 
Any merehants or others, on whom the Company have any lawful demands, you are . 
to fee that the fame be paid to their Gomaftahs. Take care that no one wrong 
or opprefs the Company’s Gomaftahs. . You arc not to require or flop their 
boats on pretence of the Katbarra or other dufies'ori boats, whether they be the Com- 
pany’s own boats, or boats hired- by their Gomaftahs ; you are to give credit to the 
copies of all the Sunnuds to the Company under the Kazzi’s feal, without requiring . 
the original. Any of the Company’s debtors running from them, you are not. to give 
them protedlion'or plead for them, but are to' deliver them up to the Company’s Got r- 
maftahs. The Fouzdarry-Crutch, &c. impofitions of the Fouzdars, which are for- 
bid by the King,., you fhall not demand of . the Englifli, their Gomaftahs or inhabi- 
tants. Whenever the Englifh Company defire to fettle a new faftory, befides thofe 
they are already' poflefTed of in the province of Bengal, Bahar and -OrifTa, )'ou are to - 
give them forty Begahs of' the King’s land. ■ If any of the Englifh fhips are driven by 
bad weather, or wrecked in any of the ports or other places, you are to alfift them all 
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in.j^onr power, and fee that the goods are reftpred to the Conipan)', and you are. not 

to require the ChoutaiTy, ,&c. which the King has forbid. 

■ A mint is eftabliflied in Calcutta, coin' Siccas and gold Mohurs of equal weight 
and finenefs with the Siccas and gold Mohurs of Moorfliad-abad. They lhall pafs in 
the King’s treafur}% , ■ ' ? 

All that I have wrote mull be done do as I have wrote, nor afk a new Sunnud 
every year. The 27th of the moon Showall, and 4th of the King’s reign, being the 
15th of the month of Jul)’-, - 1 757. 

, : No^ XLI. 

Per'ivanmh from fafficr Ally Klian, for the Mint. 

fTo the High and Mighty, the bold and valiant Commanders, the grent'efr of Merchants,- 
the 'Englifi Company, on whom may the King's favour reft for ever. 

A mint has been eftabliflied in Calcutta ; continue coining gold and filven into 
Siccas and hlohurs, of the fame weight arid ftandard with thofe of Moorfiiad-abad ; the 
impreffion to be Calcutta ; they fliall pafs current in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar 
and Orifla, and be received into the Cadganna; there fliall be no obftrudtion or diffi- 
culty for Cuflbre. Under the feal of Fidvir A^lum Geer Badflia Gauze, Sujah ul Mu- 
luck Holfam o Dowla, Meer Mahomed Jeffier Khan Bahader Mahabut Jung, nth 
Zecrlaida, 4th of the King’s reign. 


No. XLII. 

Perivantiah for the granted Lands. 
Seal of the Nabob JaJfter Ally Khan. 


1170. 

Aaulum Geer, Emperor, 
fighting for the Faith, his 
devoted Meer Mahomed jaffiei 
Ally Khan Baiiader Shujah ul 
Muluck Hoflam o Dowla 
Mahabut Jung, 

Anno 4. 


Ye Zemindars, Chowdrahs, Taalo>;;’-,dars, Muckaudiuns, Recayahs, Marfavvreans, 
Mootawettawahs, of the Cliuckla of Hougliley and others, fituated in Bengal the 
terreftial Paradife. Know, that the Zeniindarr3% Chowdrawv, and Taalookdarr}^ of 
the countries in the fubjoined lift, hath becii' given by treaty to the moft iiluftrioiis and 
moft magnificent the Englifli Company, the glory and ornament of trade. The faid 
Company wdll be caretul to govern according to eftabliflied cuilom andufage, without 
any gradual deviation, and watch for the profjierity of the people. Your duty is to 
give no caufe of complaint to the Recayahs of the Company, ivho on their part are to 
govern with fuch kindnefs, that liufbandry may receive a dally incrcafe, that all diforders 
may be • fupprefled, druiikeniiefs aiid other illicit praftices prevented, and the Imperial 
tributes be fent in due time. Such part of the abovefaid country as may be fituated to 
the weft of Calcutta, on the other fideof the Ganges, does not appertain to the Company. 

T • - ' Know 
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Know tKcn, yc Zcimmhrs, &c. thatyc nrc clcpcndcniS' of the Company, and that j'c 
muft fubmit to fuch treatment as they give }'ou, whether good or bad j and this is my 
exprefs injunftion. , ‘ ^ 

; Twenty-four Mahals. 

The Purgannah of Mugra. ' ' ' 

'' Ditto of Khatlpoof, 

■ ' Ditto of - Mudenmutt. 

Ditto of - Jikktiarpoor. - 

Ditto of - Bnrjutty. 

Ditto of - Azimabad. 

Ditto of - Moodagotcha. 

Ditto of - Putcha Kollu. 

Part of the Purgannah of Shahpoor. , 

Shah Nagur. 

Part of the Purgunnah of Ghur. 

The Purgunnah of Karec Jurree. 

Ditto of - Deccan Saugeer. 

Part of the Purgunnah of Calaitta. 

Part of the Purgunnah of Paikan. - 
Part of the Purgunnah of Munpoor. 

Part of the Purgunnah of Ameerabad. 

Part of the Purgunnah of Mahomed Amcepoor. 

Mcllung Mahal. 

The Purgunnah of Hattiagur. 

Ditto - - Mcida. 

Part of the Purgunnah of Akbarpoor. 

Part of the Purgannah of Rellia. 

Part of the Purgunnah of Buffindarry. 

Dated the ■"' 5th of Rabbi ul Sauni, anno quarto. 

(In the Nabob's own hand, fervingby way of fign manual.) It is written Finis. 

(In Maha Rajah Doolabrum’s own hand as Naib) Seen. 

(In Rajah Raage Bullub’s own hand, as Hulfoor Nevife) the 5th of Rabbi ul Sauni, 
anno quarto, rcgiitcrcd in the imperial rcgiftcr. 

(In R^ijah Conghu Baharree’s own hand, as Dewan of Bengal) the 5th of Rabbi ul 
Sauni, anno quarto, regiftered in the Dewannee rcgiftcr. 

No. XLIII. 

Pernjoannah from ftijjier Ally Caiun, for the Saltpetre of Bahar. 

At this time, through the means of Colonel Clive, the faltpctrc lands of the whole 
province of Bahar have been granted to the Englifli Company from the beginning of 
the Bengal year z 165, in the room of Coja Mahomed Wazeed: you arc therefore here- 
by direded to cflablifli the authority of their Gomaflahs in all the faltpctre lands ' of 
the aforefaid province, to give flrid orders to the faltpctre Picars not to fell an ounce 
of faltpctre to any other j^erfon, and 'to receive from the Company the flipulatcd 
Nezzaranna and money for the aforefaid lands. 

Or the o.d of the month of Rajeb of the ^thyear of his Majejlfs reign., a copy was entered 
into the Demands books. 

' On the la ft day of the month ofJemmady-nl-Saum of the ^th year of his Majejlfs reign,, 
a copy vjas entered in his Excellency’s books. 

Approved, 


• About the zoth of Pcccmbcr, 1757. 
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"■ ' No. XLiy. ' ' ' 

Sunnud for the Zemindarry of the Honourable Eaf India Company s lands ^ 
given under the feal of the Habob ailloiu 6 Jpoipla ISIeer Mahomed Saddoc 
Khan Bahadcr AJj'ud Jung^' Demon of the Subahof Bengal. 

To the Muttafeddees for affairs for the time being arid to come, .and .Chowdrces' and 
Canongocs, and inhabitants, and' hufbandmen of the Kifmnt Purgunnah of Calcutta, 
See. of the Sircar Sautgaum, Jkc. bclongiiig.to the.Paradife of Nations, the Sub ah 
of Bengal : Be.ith.no\vn, that in confequence of the Ferd Sawal, figned by the glory 
of the nobility and adminiftration, Shujah ul Muluck Hoflam o Dowla Mecr Maho- 
med Jaffier 'Khan B.alaadcr Mahabut Jung, Nizam of the Subab, and the Ferd 
Huckeekut and Muchulca, rigned conformably thereto ; the forms of which are 
h erein. fully fet forth. The office of the Zemindarry of the Purgunnahs above writ- 
ten, in confideratiori of the fum of twenty thoufand one hundred and one rupees 
(20101) Pcfficufli, See. to _thc •Imperial Sircar, according to the indorfement -from the 
month Poofs (anno 1164.) in the year, eleven hundred and fixty-four of the Bengal 
tera, is conferred upon the nobleft - of merchants, the Engliffi Companjq to the end 
that they attend to the rights and cuftoms thereof as is htting, nor in the ieaft circum- 
ftance, neglcdt or with-hold the vigilance and care. due thereto ; that they deliver into 
the treafury at proper times, the due-rents of the Sircar : that they behave in fuch 
manner to ;:he inhabitants and lower fort of people, that by their good management 
tire faid Purgannahs may flouriffi and incrcafc that they fuffer no robbers nor houfe- 
breakers to remain within their diftridis, and take fuch care of the -King's highways, 
that the travellers and jiaflcngcrs may pafs and repafs without the leaft molellation : 
that (which God forbid) if the effedts of any perfon be plundered or ftolen, they 
difeover and produce the plunderers and. tliicvcs, together with. the. goods, and deliver 
the goods to the owners, and the criminals to condign jpunifnment; or elfe, that they 
themfclves be refponfible for the faid goods ; that they take efpecial care, that no one 
be guilty of any crimes or drunkennefs within the limits of their Zemindarry ; that 
after the expiration of the year they, take a difeharge according .to cuflom, :and that 
they deliver the accounts of their ‘ Zemindarry agreeable to the 'Bated forms everj'^ year 
into the Dufter Cana of the Sircar ; and that they refrain from demanding the articles 
forbidden by the Imperial Court,; the (’Afylvim of the World.) 

It is their (the Muttafeddes, &c.) duty to look, upon the faid Company, as the 
eflabliflied and lawful' .'Zemindars of .thofe places, , and whatfo.ever. appertains br is an- 
nexed to that office as their right ; in this, particular betheyflridtly punftual. 

Dated the firll; of Rabbi ul Sauni in the- third fun of the reign. 

Let the/ -Indorfement be wrote. 

r . Particulars ,of ihe,- Indorfement. 

■Tn nonfequence of the Ferd Sawal, {ignedrby.' the glor^' of the nobility and^admini- 
.Sluijah.uf Muluck Hoffam o .Dowla Meer Mahomed Jaffier KhanBahader 
M'.ihabut Jung, Nizam of the Subah, and the Ferd Huckeekut and Muchulca ligned 
conformably thereto, the forms of which are herein fully fet forth, the office Of the 
Zemindarry of the Iviffmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, See. of the Sircar Sautgaum be- 
longing to the Paradife of Nations, the Subah of Bengala, in confideration, o'f the 
fum of twenty thoufand one hundred and one rupees (20101) Pefficuffi, &c. to jhe 

* Should be the 5 th fun. - ' I 

T 2 Imperial 
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Imperial Sircar from the month Poofs (anno 1 164) in the year one thonfand one hun- 
dred and hxty-four of the Bengal icra, is conferred upon the noblcfi: of merchants, the; 
Englifli Company.. ... ■ . . . 

' ; 27 Mahals. • ■ 

Dcroobufl Kiflmut ■ ■' v . ' . 

15 Mahals .. 12 Mahab. ■ 

The amount according to the account figned by the Canongocs of the Subalv,.' ’ 


Form of the fign mammal. . ■ , ' 

; ■ ■■ Be the Sunnud granted;. 

v "* . ' 

Vornhof the Ferd' SawaU The Zemihdarry of the Kiffmut Purgunnah of Calcutta,^ 
8cc. of the Sircar Sautgaum, See. belonging to the Paradifeof Nations, the Subah of; 
Bengala, having been conferred on the nobleft.of merchants, the-Engliih Company,., 
the aforefaid Company reprefent that the- inhabitants will not bc.fatisticd without the.: 
grant of a Sunnud, wherefore thejt dcfire.that the Sunnud may be gracioufly allowed, 
them, for which they agree to pay the. fum.of twenty thonfand one hundred, and one . 
-rupees (20101) Pefliculh, See. to. the Imperial Sircar. In this particular what, are. your;. 
comma.nds,?, • . . . • 

2,'7 Mahals.. 

Dcroobufl:.. Kiflmut;. • . . . 

1,5 Mahals.. 12 Mahals... . 


The-amount according to the account, figned' by the; Canongocs of the.Subah*; 

R-upecs 2.22,958 lo. 12 3; 

•N.B. This is wrote by.- 
the Royroyan, 
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KiflTmut Purgannah of Calcutta, 8cc. of' tha- 
Sircar Sautgaum . in the. Diftrjfts . of the.; 
Chucla of Houghly- 

2.6 Mahals , 

Deroobufl:'.. KiflTmuttea.-.. 

j,5 Mahals. ij Mahals.. 

Amount- 220,166 14. 10. iv. 

Riffmut Purgannah- of Calcutta, Sircar. Sant:-- 
gaum.Divifion 16 Annas. 

Mahal KilTmuttea. . 


Amount- 


28,482 6 13.. 


Belonging to the Company 
“ ‘ to Rameuntt: 


28,361 

120 


8 10 

13 a- 


,1' 

3 . 


Riflmut 
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■' ' KiiTmutt Purgannah of Mugra Ic--; . -iif- ' /.Sircar Santgaum. 

Divifion I ^ Annas. . • 'f' 

Mahal Kiflhuittea. 

Amount 24,504 13 16 ;-i (’-''ci 


Pnrgunnah’of Khaffpoor j;.Tr-::jr>'L 

Divifion 16 Annas. ."f/i:.--. hr no:;;- •. i 

Mahal Dero'obuft. ^ >. 1 

Amount 3,3^7 3 2 - 


Sircar ditto.. 


Pergunnah of Mundemiili'" ' 
Divifion 16 Annas. 

Mahal Deroobuft., 

Amount 22, 199 - 5 - 5 


ri'r'; . • - i i 1 Sircar ditto;. . 

!i . jrii-ua./x ; - . 


Purguhnah of Berryhattej"'- Sircar ditto;; 

Divifion’j[_6'/innas. Jr' ; - 

Mahal Deroobuft. ^ _ _ 1'^ . • 

■■ ATnount d;i49- 4 3 ' yini-'. ' . 

. , ■ .. 'i; . r 

Purgunnah of ' Ekktiarpoor. - ’ ’ _ Sircar d^tto;;'. 

Divifion 1-6 Annas. .. if'. 

Mahal Deroobuft. , . . ’ 

Amount 7,'p2^ 1''^^ '■ ' j- .!■' i ....' 

Pergunnah of Deccan Saugur " - -r-- — Sircar z di£to.;- 

Divifion 16 Annas.. ' ‘ ’ 

Mahal Deroobuft. ‘1 ' ' 

Amount 60 T;-, i^, 2: .. ., . 

Purgunnah of Shah’nagur'" f- - Sircar ditto. 

Divifion 16 Annas. * , r 

Mahal Deroobuft. ; 

Amount 283 7 14; '■ ‘ h-c ' ' - 


Furgiinnah of ’ Azimabad . -• Sircar ditto.-, 

Divifion 16 Annas. 

Mahal Deroobuft. 

Amount 10,000. 

Purgunnah. of Ghur,.-, - *• r . Sircar Saleemabad, . 

Divifion i 6 Annas. ' . ' . • ’ 

Mahal Deroobuft. - ... 

Amount 7,420 9 15, : . . 


Pergunnah of Moodagotcha r, , - Sircar. ditto;, 

Divifion 16 Annas. ’ 

Mahal Deroobuft. f ■ ' ' 

Amount 31,793 . ip. . . ; . ^ • 


Purgun.'!-- 
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;:■ .'/Burgunnah-of J’cetclia KdlUe : ‘rvi ■:Stor Saleemabad. 

, Divifion i6 Annas. i; •. , 

MShal Deroobuft. ' ‘.^r: .S 

Amovint 3,129 t 4 
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Per^nnah of Kareejuree. -i:' ).-: . ; •; < 'ir ^ :. -.7;:, .';r/ : Sircar-.dittQ;: 

Divifion 16 Annas. ■ .■< ■ ' '-.r , ■■/ ; ■-' 

. Mahal Deroobuft-- . ., ; r.-f,../; ^ - • 

Amount 562 8 r g. : j: •; . -.A ' A :.. -i ' 

Kiffmut Pergunnahmf Mangoocxipf.j/r.j 1^7 Slrtiaf;'diVrd; 

Divifion 16 Annas. .i;,.-;'-/. hr n '.h hLi ' * ? j ' r: 

Mahal Kiffmuttea. .. .1 .fSc--?' ' ' ^ 

Amount' . 8947 10. p i ^ i .^•<5 if ' '/* ■. . - .'■ 

-Belonging to, ihe Company-; fSS^d" • > j -ji - 
' Ditto Ramcunt .?< j . 9,':^ . O. 

' r, ' ■ • ■ /' 

.iti: -0 :■-■ .; :< -.vj.. 

Kiffmut Purgunnah of Balkan ^ -7 •—' - Sircar ’ditto. 

Divifion 12 Annas. 

MahaUKiflmuttea. .. • .- j' " ' 

Amount 6787 10 6 3 ,r 

•; A' ' ■ '7 

Kiffmut Pergunnah of Amqrabad ^ -^7 - rr: “ • Sircar ditto, 

• Adjacent to Chitpoor ", 

. Divifion 3 .Annas. . , ,, ■ • 

Mahal Kiffmuttea. ' " *' ' 

Amount 3650 10 9 

Kiffmut Pergunnah of Havelulhehr - - - - Sircar ditto. 

The village of Seendefpoor . ; , ,• - 

No divifion. ' c ■ ' ‘ ’ 

Mahal Kiffmuttea. : . T ‘ 

Amount 222 ii 8 . 


' Kiffmut Purgunnah of Mahrriud,Amee}?6or- . ,■'7 Sircar ditto. 

The village^ r %T; 

No divifion. • ^ 

Mahal Kiffmuttea. • , .■ 

Amount 184 5 10 ' ' - ' 

' -Kiirmut 'Turgunnah of Mob; fait "arid" wrix' ^ " - Sircar ditto. 

No divifion. ^ X*. 

' Mahal Kiffmuttea. , ' 

Amount 16702 13 i-* - ' • ‘ 


Pef^nnah of H'attiagur ' -- ’ 

Divifion 1 6 Annas. ^ ; 

Mahal Deroobuft. ^ ^ ’ 

Amount 22,119 7 19^3 ■ 


Sircar ditto. 


Piirgun- 
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Purgunnahi of* M'ei'da . - 

. ' - Divi^on 1 6 Anna^- •''f* ‘ - 

• ^ : iKf ahat .'Deroobuft^ !•!"•'•;■•/: 

"■ . '. Amount *4, -1 59- * ' v '^~ ' '■10 ' 

f ^ ' ' ' ‘ i i .* O ^ C ^ I . . ' ‘ ^ 

! Purgunjiab.of.'.Ak.barpoor 
Divifion 16 Annas. 

Mahal Deroobuft. 

Amount 2,228 15 15 

Purgunnah of Shahp'oor - - - « 

Divifion 16 Annas. 

Mahal Deroobuft. 

Amount 3,470 12 2 2 

KifiTmut Purgunnah of Aboab Fouzdarree, &c. 

No divifion. 

2 Mahals Kiflmuttea. 

Amount 1204. 12 18 2 

Kiflmut Purgunnah of Aboab Fouzdarree and Peftxcufti Congo 
2 Mahals 

Amount - - . ij>i 74 ii 3 

Bherjy (transferred) - - - i i'3 

Sairs Hettiagur, Meida, and Meidonmul> and Moodagotcha, belonging to Coot 
Ekktiapoor. . . 

' .• Divifion 3 Annas, n Genftas; 

Mahal Kaffinutcea. 

Amount 4>5or - - 

KiiTmut Purgunnah of Bellia Bulfeindarree Sircar Sallemabad, named Sahebnagur 
in the diftridts of the Chucla of Burdwan, containing the Aionza BKilla, and all the- 
lands, lying on the eaft fide of the river Ganges. 

Divifion 10 Annas. 

Mahal Kiflinuttea. 

Amount 2,791 11 12 2 

Form of the Jign manual. 

After the receipt of the Muchulca and 
Zaminee, according to cuftom. 

, , , Be the Sunnud granted. 

Form of the Ferd Huckeekut. 

In conftquence of the Ferd Sawal, figned .by the Glory of the Nobility and Ad- 
miniftration, Shujah ul Muluck Hoflam 6 Dowlah Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan 
Bahaddr Mahabut Jung, Nazim of the Subah, the form of which is herein fully fet 
forth, the office of the Zemindarry of the-Kifimut Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of 
the Sircar Sautgaum, &c. belonging to the Paradife of Nations, the Subah of Bengala, 
in confideration of the funi of twent}''. thoufand one hundred and one rupees (zo‘,ioi) 
Peflicuih, &c. to the imperial Sircar, is conferred on the nobleft of ^ merchants, the 
Englifli Company, who have delivered -a, Muchulca and Zaminee into the books, 
and petition for the Sunnud. In this particular what are you pleafed to decree ? 

- ■ • 27. Ma- 


lit 

Sircar ''Saleeraabad. 

- Sircar ditto. 

- 'Sircar ditto.. 

- - Sircar dittos 
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j ■ '27' Mahals. ',/“ 

DcroobuO;;.. . , j Kiffmuttca 
15 Mahals; ■, ;i 2 .Mahals. 

(-, Ai:}ount, according to; the account figncd by 
the Canongocs of the Subab, 

• '• • • '"’ rupees 222958.10 2 3 



•' ' • • ■•• -■• Fom of the ftgn manual, 
■' ' ■ It has been viewed. 


^ ! - T Form of the Mtichulca-^afcd the- - ?• • ■. - 

We the Eiigiifli Company-do declare, that whereas the ^office of the Zemindarry of 
the Kiffinut Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of the ’ Sircar Sautgaum, &c. belonging to 
the Paradifc'of Nations, the Subah of.Bcrigala, in cbnfideraiion of the funi of twenty ' 
thoufand one hundred and one rupees (20,101) Peflicuil), &c. to the imperial. Sircar, 
from the month Poofs (anno 1/64) in:the year eleven, hundred and hxty-four of the 
Bengal tera, has been conferred on us,, to the end that .we attend to the rights and 
cuftoms thereof as is fitting, nor in the leaft circum fiance neglcdl or wirh-hold the 
vigilance and care due thereto ; that we deliver into the treafury in tlic proper times, 
the due rents of the Sircar; that we behave in fuch manner to the inhabitants and 
lower fort of people,' that by our good m'anagement the faid Purgurinahs may .flourilh' 
and encrcafe; that wc fuffer no robbers 'nor houfebreakers to remain ■within* our di- 
ftridls, and take fuch care of the King’s- highways, tliat the travellers and palTengers 
may pafs and repafs without fear or molcfiation ; that (which God forbid) if the ef- 
fe£ls of any perfon be plundered or ftoIen,';we difeover and produce the robbers or 
thieves, together with the goods, and deliver the goods to the owners, and the cri- 
minals to -condign punifhment, or clfe that we ourfelves be refponfible for the faid 
goods. . That we take efpecial care, that no one be guilty of any crime or drunken- 
nefs within ;thc limits of. our Zemindarry. That after the expiration of the year we 
take a difeharge according to cuftoni,, and that tve deliver the accounts of our Ze- 
mindarry agreeable to the ftated forms every- year, into the Dufter Cana of the Sir- 
car ; and that we-refrain from demanding the articles forbidden by the imperial court, 
the afylum of the World, . • ' . - • 

For this reafon .we, -have given this writing as a Muchuka and agreement, that 
upon_ any occafipn recourfe may-bc;;had- .thereto.',. , * :i 

. 27 'Mahals. 

• ' ■ Deroobuft-. - - - Kiffmtittca. _ ’ , 

•15 Mahals. ' - "• i 2 Mahals. ' 

■- - Amount' 222958' 10 2 3 ' 


t:5 ’ 


^ <1. 

<0 • 

. 


« ..5 s; u 

etj r<; § 


Form of the fign tnamial. 
It is accepted. 
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of ths ^omfook Ha^r ZamrnCy daicd ~ , 

I do declare, that whereas the office of the Zemindarry of the 

Kiffmut Purgiinnah of Calcutta, &c. of the Sircar Sautgaum, &c. belonging to the 
Paradife of Nations, the Subah of Ecngala, has been- conferred on the nobleft of 
merchants, the Englifli Compan)* ; I being appointed the perfonal fecurity for the 
faid Company with the Sircar, do agree, and give this writing, that the aforefaid. 
Company fliall be prefent, and execute the funSiions of their Zemindarry ; if they 
ffiall abfent thcmfclves, I will. make them appear; but if at any time I am not able 
to make them appear, I will be refponhble for their compadts : for this reafon I have 
given this writing as a Tomfook Hazir Zaminee, that upon any occafibm recourfe may 
be had thereto. 

Form of the fign manuah 
Signed.. 

Form of the agreement for the Fefljeufh^ ^c. to the imperial Sircar^ 

Account of the agreement for the Pcfficufli, &c. made for obtaining the grant of 
the Sunnud, for the Zemindarry of the Kiffmut Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of the 
Sircar Sautgaum, he. in the name of us. the Englilh Company,, for the year 1165,. 
of the Bengal a;ra. 

20101 Rupees Peflicuffi 
. Pcfficufli of the Imperial Sircar, i2ion 

Nezeranna Subahdarrcc, 5000 rupees.. 

Vizier’s Fees, 

3000 

Rupees 222,958 10 2 3 

Mem. I-Icrc follows, in the original, a- defeription of the particulars of the feveraF 
Puvgunnahs as before fpccificd.. 

No., XLV; 

Sunnud for the free T enure of the T reon of Colcuffa,&c. to the Honourable Eaf 

India Company, given under the Seal of the Nabob Allah 6 Doiola Meer Ma- 
homed Saddoc Khan. Bahader Ajjud Jung, Dewam of the Subah of BetigaL 

To the Muttafeddees for the affairs for the time being and- to- come,, and to the 
Zemindars, and Chowdrahs, and Taalookdars, and Canongoes of the Mouzn of Go- 
vintipoor, fee. in the diftridts of the Purgunnah of Calcutta, belonging to the Para- 
dife of Nations, the Subah of Bengala^ Be it known, that,, in confequence of the Ferd 
Sawal, flgncd by the glory of the nobility and adminiftration, Shujah ul Muluck- 
I-]offam 6 Dowla Mccr Mahomed Jaffier Khan Bahader Mahabut Jung, Nazim of 
tlie’Subah, and the Ferd Huckeekut-and Muehulca figned conformable thereto, .the 
forms of which arc herein fully fet- forth, the rents of the aforefaid Mouzas, &c. which; 
adjoin to the fadtory of the.mofl; noble. of merchants, the Englifli Company, amount- 
ing to eight thoufand eight hundred and thirty-fix nipees, and fomething more, 
from the iff of Rabbi ul Sauni 5th Sun, according to the endorfement, are forgiven, 
to the end that they prowde for the defcnc,e of their- fadtory, and the fafeguard of the 

•-Beginning of December, 1758. 

U. . fea. 
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fea-ports herewith. It is their (the Muttafeddees^ ■ See.) duty to defift from all claims 
for the rents, nor in any way, nor by any means, opprefs or difturb them. In this 

particular be they.piindtuah - ■ ' . • ' . - ; 

■ Dated as above.- ■ ■ 

• * * 

, ' • ■ t Let the endorfement be wrote. 

ParticiiUrs of the Endorfement. 

In confequence of the Ferd Sawal, ligned by the glory of the nobility and admini- 
kration, Shujah ul Muluck Hoffam 6 Dowla-Meer Mahomed Jaffier Khan Bahader 
Mahabut Jung, Nazim of theSubah and the Ferd Huckeekut and Muchulca, figned 
conformably thereto, the forms of which are herein fully fet forth ; the rents of the 
, Mouza of Goyindpoor, &c. in the diftridts'of the Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. be- - 
longing to .the Paradife of Nations, the Subah of Bengala,. and dependent on the 
Khalfa Shereefa, and the Jaghire of the Sircar, .which adjoin to the faftory of the 
noblefl; of merchants, the Englifh' Company, . amounting to eight thoufand' eight hun- 
dred and thirty-fix rupees and fomething more, from the J latter fcafon of, Oodaeel, 
in the year eleven hundred and fixty-four (1164) of the Bengal ara, .'are forgiven the' 
noblefi; 'of merchants aforefaid. " • 

Mouzas and Mahals ±2 ~ ‘ 

Mouzas 20 ~, Mahals (2 Markets) 2 

The amount according to the Ferd figned by the Canongoes of the S-ubah. 

■ Form oj the fignmanuaU 
Be the Sunnud granted. . 

Form of the Ferd fanvah 

The noble, ft of merchants, the Englifti Company, reprefent, that the fadtory • for 
carrying on their trade in the Purgunnah of Calcutta, lying near the fea, and being 
liable to continual alarms and interruptions from the enemy, for their defence they 
have made a tank of water round their fadtory, and left an elp.lanade on all lides at 

the diftance of a bannoh-lhot, and that the Mouza of Govindpsor, &c. in the di- 

ftridts of the Purgunnah of Calcutta, &c. of the Sircar of Sautgaum, belonging to the 
Paradife of Nations, the Subah of Bengala, dependent on the Kllialfa Shereefa and Jag- 
hire of the Sircar, adjoin thereto ; they requeft that a Sunnud, exempting them from 
the payment of the rents thereof, be granted them. In this particular what- are your 
commands ? 

Mouzas 20 4 -. Mahals- (2 Markets) 2 , • ■ 

Amounting, according to the account figned by. Canongoes of the Subah, to 

S836 4 3 2 rupees. 

Mouza of Govindpoor, &c. belonging to -the Purgunnah of Calcutta. Mouzas 
svith Kiflmutteas. 12. 

In all 6 J Mouzas. Amount 2542 14 2 3* 


4 Tins is wrote by the Rdy-royart. 


In the original 
FeiTct KrnfF. 


Kerria 
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1-55 


Ken-la Kiffmutt of Govindpoor 
'Mouza of 8 annas — Amount 338 ii i6 2 Jaghirc, 

Kcrria Kiffmutt of Mirzapoor 
Mouza of 8 annas — Amount 131 10 17 3 * 

Kcrria Kiffmutt of Gunnifpodr, in the bounds of the 
Molunga of the Khalfa 
Mouza of 8 annas — Amount 171 13 19 z. 

Kcrria Kiffmutt of Chowrungee of the Jaghire 
Mouza of 8 annas — Amount 44 8 2 2. 

Kcrria Kiffmutt of Dhulland 
Mouza of 8 annas. — Amount 227 11 12 2. 

Kcrria Kiffmutt of Jclla Colunda 
Mouza of 8 annas — Amount 266 2 13 o* 

Kcrria Kiffmutt of Dhela Danghce of the Jaghirc 
Mouza of 1 2 annas — Amount 582 15 6 3. 

Kcrria Kiffmutt of Anhattee of the Jaghire 
Mouza of 6 annas — Amount 184 13 16 i. 

Kcrria Salduah of the Jaghire 
One Mouza — Amount 355 13 i r o- 
Kcrria Kiffmutt of Bharec Birjhee 
Mouza of 6 annas — Amount 63 2- 4 2r 

Kcrria Kifpoorpcrra of the Jaghire 
One Mouza—Amount 191 o 5 o. 

Kcrria Kiffmutt of Bharec Serampdor of the JaghirC' 
Mouza of 4 annas — Amount 34 5 17 i. 

Kiffmutt Mouza of Dhcllunr, 8:c. belonging to the 
Purgunnah of Paikan 

Twelve Mouzas, including Kiffmuttcas, in all 6 ^ Mouzas 
of the Khalfa— Amount 1894 420. 

Kcrria Kiffmutt of Dhcllunt 
Mouza of 8 annas — Amount 253 10 12 i. 

Kcrria Kiffnrutt of Soota Lootee 
Mouza of 6 annas — Amount 1 13 7 i i. 

Kcrria Kiffmutt Govindpoor 
Mouza of 8 annas — Amount i6r 3 13. 

Kcrria Kiffmutt of Chowrungee 
Mouza of 8 annas — Amount 977* 

Kcrria Kiffmutt of Mirzapoor 
Mouza of § annas — Amount 1 50 8 8 i. 

Kcrria Hocul Koorea 
One Mouza — Amount 178 12 i. 

Kcrria Kiffmutt of Dcccan Paikparra 
Mouza ot 2 annas — Amount 15 9 15. 

Kcrria Kiffmutt of Dhela Danghce 
Mouza of 4 annas — Amount 156 13 6. 

Kcrria Kiffmutt of Anhattee 
Mouza 10 annas — Amount 218 10 12 
Kerria Kiffmurt of Jclla Colunda 
Mouza of 8 annas — Amount 147 2 16 l. 

Kerria Kiffmutt of Bharce Birjhee 
Mquza of j o annas — Amount 227 ' 2 2- 

U 2. 


Kerria 
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Kcrria Kiffmutt of fiharee Serah'ip’oor 
Mouzao'f 12 annas— ^Amount i-ii 3 12 7. ' ' 

Mouza of Shimla, &c; belonging to the Putgunnah of 
• Manpoor ■ ' • . ■ 

- rThree Mouzasontire of the •IClialfa-j-Amoont 33 r 15- it. 

Jferria Shimla one, Mouza— -Amount '121 15 3 ■ 2* 

• EerriaMaukhundoneMouza-^Amount 180 4.13:2. 

KerPia Audinghu one Mouza — Amount 29 ii 14. 

Mouza of the town, of .Calcutta, &c> belonging to the 
. Purgunnah of Ameer-abad . . 

Six and a half Mouzas and Mahals — Amount 4008 lo 11. 

Kerria of the town -of Calcutta. : • ’ 

•One" Mouza — Amount 1376 13' 7 2. 

Kerria Kiflinutt of Soota Lootee .... 

Mouza of 10 annas — Amount- 1392 9 14 2. ’ 

Kerria Kiffmut of Deccan Paikparra’ 

Mouza of 14 annas of the' Jaghire— Amount '479 ' 2- ',24.. . 

Kerria of Birjhee • 

One Mouza of the Jaghire — Amount ; 114 7 2 ' 2. 

Kerria of Serampoo'r . , , ■ • 

^ One Mouza of the J^h ire— -Amount 50 13 15 2. 

Market of Soota Lootee ^ 

One Mahal of the IChalfa-T— Amount 272 2 -2.' 

.-Marketof Govindpoor . •. r 
One Mahal of the Khalfa — Amount 322- -12 . 5 /2.’ 

, Kerria Kiffinutt of Aboab Fouzdarcc of the town Of 

Calcutta, See. — Amount 8 3 18 . i. 

Form, of the fign manual, 

. , , The Muchulca being taken according to the form. 

■ . Be the Sunnud granted,^ 

Mem. Here follows the Fcrd Huckeekut, and alfo the Muchulca of the Company, 
which are in the fame forni as.thofe in the Sunnud foregoing for the Conipany’s Ze- 
mindarry, 

' No. XLVI. 

^ ^r-eafy heinj^een the Nabob Meer Malioined Cq/Jim K.Iian, and the Company.. 


Company’s 

- 

Meer Mahomed 
Coffim Khan 

Seal. 


Bahader’s Seal. 


Two treaties have been written of the fame tenor and reciprocally exchanged, con- 
taining the articles undermentioned, between Mcer Mahomed Comm _Kban a ^ 
and the +Nabob Shums 6 Dowla Governor, and the reft of the Coin^iHor t e a airs 
of the Englifli Company, and during the life of Meer Mahomed Coffim Khan Ba- 
hader, and the duration of the factories. of theEnglifti Company in this countr), is 

♦ In the originalit is bhee Calcutta. t Governor Vanfittart. oareement 
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,Tp-rccmcnt fliall I'cmain in force. God is witnefs l)ctwccn us, that the following articles 

ihull in no \vifc be. infringed by either party. \ ^ 

1. The Nabob Mecr Mahomed Jafiicr Plhan Eahadcr fliall continue in pof- , 

feffion ofhis'dig'nities, and allaftaifs be tranfafted in his' name, -and a fuitable income 
ilrall be allowed fordris expenccs. . . t'y ' . . ■ 

2. The Ncabut of the Subahdarrcc of Bengal,* Azini'abad, and Orilfa, &c. fliall be 

conferred by his ’excellency the Nabob on Mecr Mahomed Coffim Khan Bahader ; 
he flrall be veiled with the admini{lration'’of';all affairs oB the provinces, and, after, his 
Excellency flrail fuccccd to thc'govcrnmcnt... : i . a'i r ' ^ ’ . 

• 5. Betwixt us and Mtef .Mahomed Gofiirii Khan) Bahader/ a firm ‘fneridfliip and' 
union is citabliflied, his enemies arc our cncmicsi . and his fridnds arc our friends. • t 

4. The Europeans and Tclingas, mf. the iEngliflr army fliall bh ready to affift the 
Nabob Mecr Mahomed Coffim Khan Bahader, in the management of all affairs ; and in 
all affairs dependent on him, they fliall exert them felvcs to the'utm'off of their'abilities. 

5. For all charges of the Company and of. the faid army and proviliOns for the fieldp 
See. the lands of Burdwan, Midnapore,' and Chittagong^ ) ffiall be affigned, ■' anff 
Sunnuds. for that purpofe ffiall be wrif teh and- granted; ‘ .The Company is to ftand to 
all Ioffes, and receive all the profits, of thefe -‘three countries,' and "wc will demand no 
'more than the three aflignments aforefaid. '■ h 

6 . One half of the Chunam. produced at Silhet for three, years, ffiall-be purchafed 

by the Gom.aftahs of the Company, from the people, of the .government, at the 
cuftomary rate of that place. The tenants and inhabitants of thole dillridls fhall re- 
ceive no injurj'. . ■’ . 

7. The ballanccof the former Tuncaw ffiall be paid according to; the Killbundee 

agreed upon with the Roy-royan ; the jewels rvhich have been pledged, ffiall be re- 
ceived back again. 

8. We will not allow the tenants of the Sircar to fettle in the lands of the Engliffi 

Company, ncitlicr ffiall the tenants of the Company be allowed to fettle in the lands of 
■the Sircar. ^ y , ■ . 

g. Wcrvill give no protcdlion to the dependents of the Sircar in the lands or in the 
faftorics of the Company, neither ffiall any protcdlion be given to the dependents of 
the-Company in the lands of the Sircar ; and whofoever ffiall fly to cither party for re- 
fuge, ■fliall be delivered up. 

10. The mcafurcs for war or peace with the Shah-zada, and railing llipplles of 
money, and the concluding both thefe points fliall be weighed in the fcale of reafon, 
and whatever is judged expedient fliall be put in execution '; and it ffiall be fo con- 
trived -by the joint counfcls, that he be removed from this country, horfuffered to get 
any footing in it. Whether there be peace with the Shah-zada, or not, our agree- 
ment with Mecr Mahomed Coffim Khan Bahader, we ivill (by the grace of God) 
inviolably obferve as long as the Engliffi Company’s fadlories continue dii this 
•country. , , ■ 

Dated the lytli of the month Seffer in the 1174th year of the Hegira, or 27th 
September, 1760. 

Sig}; viamial of Mecr Mahomed Coffim Khan. 

This was fealed ,on the 18th , of the month Seffer, 
in the eleven hundred and feventy-fourth of the 
Hegira, and the propofals are agreed to. 

« Or Bahar. 


No. 
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Suiimid under: ihe]feal of '.fhe^Nabob NdJfer.Mi. Miihick Imieuz--o i)owIa .Nejferat 
yung, Meer Mahomed CoJJirn Khan Bahad&d /■ 


To tlie Zemindars, -Canongdcsi,' Taalookdars, , , tenants/, hulbandmeh, arid chiefs 
of the; .villages ofvhe Purgiinnah ‘of Bufdwan/'&c.' the. -Zemiridarry of the ■ Hajali' 
Tilluckchund, in the diftridfs of the Subah.mf Bengal. ..-Be it known, that whereas 
divers wickedtpeople; have- traiteroufl.y ftretch'ed forth.'their hands to plunder, the fub- 
jeds and wafte..the royai/sdominlons for . this ■ reafon/ the;,faid Purgun'nah,;-&Ci; is 
granted to the Englifh Company/ in; part-.of difburfement. of their expences,. land the 
monthly iihaintenance of > five hundred European .hoffe, two thoufand European. foot,! 
and- eight thoufand ‘Sepoys, which :arelo- be entertaincdifor the protedtion of the royal 
dbminioris ;: Jet;the;above .officers quietly, andi contentedly tittend . and pay to the .per- 
fbns; appointed byi the Engliffi; Gorhpan|r/ the Hated' revenues, and implicitly fubmit in 
all things to their authonty;.' ‘.'And.the officei,of'.th‘e colledt'or' , of the Eriglifii, 'Company 
is asTollows : .' They Ifhalf. continue the Zemindars and tenants in their. places, .regular- 
ly colledt tiie revenues of the lands, and deliver, them in monthly for. .the. payment of 
the expences'Gfthe.Gompan}^': and the'payiDf .rhe above-mentioned .forces, that they 
may be always read)^ chearfully and vigoroufly to promote the affairs of the king. Let 
this ibepundtu'ally.-dbferv.edcr-r'jid.'.-f'.ii .r 

Dated the 4th of the, moon Rabbi ul Awuul, ift fun, anfwering to. the iff mf'the 
month Card Cj 'll 7 5 / Bengalffyle. ^ ■ d-.,.:' 

- N. • B'.. -The Sunnuds for the Chuekla of Midh'apoor in ‘the diffridts ’of the' Subah 
of Oriffa, and for the Tannah of Iflamabad or Chittagong appertaining to the Subah ’of 
Bengal, are worded as the above. ' 


Smmud under the feat of the' Nabob Naffer ul Muluck, ^c. 

■ . ‘rf; '■■■ .1 c:-, y f 

To the proga of Chunam, :to the Naib of Silhet. , - Be it known, •_ that whereas the 
Englifli Company are conftrudting a , fort in Calcutta, . and meet with great obftacles in 
finiffiing that work, in the want of ftone Chunam ; fot this reafon it is ordered, that of 
whatever, quantity of 'Ghunam is ‘produced arthat place, one half (the price' -thereof be- 
ing received agreeable ' tp' the rate of that place) be delivered to the Gomaftahs of 
the Engliffi Compan}^ for, -the terni of three years, that rip delays may be pccafioned 
in finiftiins; the fort aforefaid : and the other half is to be fent for the Sircar.. , Let this 
be pundtually obferved. . • 

Dated the 4th of the moon Rabbi ul Awuul, iff: fun, anfwering to the iff: of the. 
month Cartic, 11.76, Bengalffyle. . , ...... 


No.-XLVIIL . 


Articles of an inteiided Treaty between the Governor and Council of Fort 
William, on the part of the Englifh Eaji India Company, and Meer Mahomed 
Jaffier Ally Khan Bahader, drawn up by a Committee of the Council in Mr. 
'Vaifittart’s government, and dated "July 6 , 1763. 

" iff. To confirm to the Company the ceffion of the. provinces of Burdwan, Mid- 
napoor and Chittagong, made by Meer Coffim, either by Jagheeree, Sunnuds^ ot 
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fuch deeds as may fecure the property of them, in the ftrongelf manner, to the Com- . 
pany for ever. ' 

2dly, To ratify and confirm to the Engllfli, the privilege granted by their Fir- 
matin, and fcveral Hnfbulhoolcums, of carrying on their trade by .means of their own 
Duftuck, free from all duties, taxes and imjiofitions, in, all parts of the cbuntiy, 
excepting the article of fait, on which, according to a refolution' already taken,, tve 
agree to pay a duty of two and a half per Cent.^ on the Rowana or Hoogly market 
price. . ' 

3dly, That he do grant. to -the .Compan)’’, the exclufive right of purchafng the 
faltpctrc of the province of Poornca ;■ that he do alfo grant to them, for the Ipace of 
five years, the foie privilege of making Chunam, in the province of -Silhett ; half 
whereof fliall be delivered to the Fouzdar there, for the Nabob’s ufe, at the rate 
W'hich the prime cofi: and charges may amount to. ' 

4thly, That the troops of the Englifii army fliall always be ready to be employed 
in the lendcc of the Nabob,, for the fuppOrt of his government, and the defence of 
his country ; the Nabob on his part fliall agree, that he will maintain in his .pay, no 
greater number of troops than 6000 horfe, and 12000 effective foot,-’ for 'the protec- 
tion of his frontiers, and collcdtioii of hisyevenues. ■ ■ : 

5thly, That wherever he fliall think proper to fix his court, he fliall agree to a 
body of our forces being. alwa)'S cantoned near his perfon, for the fecurity- thereof, and 
proteftion of his government; and that a Company’s fervant fliall refide at- his court,' 
to tranfadt any affairs between th'c'Conipaiyy and the- government. 

6thly, That the late Perwaniiahs iffued out by Coffim Ally Khan, granting to] all 
merchants the exemption of all duties for the f]iace of two years,-' fliall be reverfed ’and 
called in, as they are detrimental to the revenues of the government, and highly de- 
ftrudtivc of the immunities enjoyed by the Company from their Firmaun. 

ythly. That the Nabob fliall engage to caufe the rupees coined in Calcutta, to 
pafs in every refpedt throughout his government without any dcdudlion, equally the 
fame with the rupees ftruck in his own mint. - • . - ' 

Stilly, That he fliall defra}'^ all the cxpeiices and lofs accaiing to the Company from 
the war, and floppage of their inveftment, and reimburfe to all private perfons, the 
amount of the authenticated Ioffes, wdiicli' they may fuftain in their trade in thc- 
country. - ' 

pthly. That for the former purpofe, he fliall give thirty lacks of rupees; for the 
latter, ten lacks of rupees. > ' 

lOthly, That the moft authentic account of thefe Ioffes fliall be laid before a Com-* 
mirtee of the Board ; and that all funis of money which may exceed the Ioffes 
fuflaincd by the Company- and private perfons, fliall be faithfully reflored to the 
Nabob. 

- nthly, That whatever treafure or effedts may be feized at Monglieer or elfewhere, 
belonging to Coffim Ally Khan, the Nabob fliall be put -in poffeffion of, to enable 
him to make good the ftipulations in the ninth article. ’ 

izthly, That if we fliould not be fo fortunate as to feize Coffim Ally Khan’s trea- 
fure and elfedts, the Nabob fliall affign over the revenues of certain lands for making 
good the furiis ftipulatcd. 

■ igthly. That the treaty entered into between the Nabob and the' Dutch, in the 
3*ear 1760, to ivhich we, by the defire of both parties, figned as guarantees, fliall, 
after his rcfloration to the government, .be renewed; and with regard to the French, ' 
he fliall engage, that when they come to re-eflablifh themfelves in Bengal, they fliall 
not be permitted to build forts, or keep up any forces, or hold any territories ivhat- ' 
ever, exclufive of their trading fadtories. 


No. 
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No. XLIX, . 

^/■Ms of a. Treaty and Agreement between the Governor and Council of Fort 
William, on the fart of the Englifj Eaf India' Company, and the Nabob 
Shnjah ul Muliick Hojjhm a Bowla Meer Mahomed fajier Khan Bahader 
Mahabufjimg. 


On the part of the Company 

Wc engage to remftatc,thc Nabob Meet Mahomed Jafficr Khan Bahader, in. the- 
Subahdarree of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar,and Orifla, b)^ the depofal of Mccr Maho- 
med Coffim Khan ; and the efFefts, treafure, and jewels, &c. belonging to Mccr Maho- 
med Coffim Khan, which ihall fall into our hands, lhall be delivered up to the Nabob- 
aforenamed.. ... 

On - the part of the Nabob 

1. The treaty which I formerly concluded with the Company upon my nccelTion tO' 
the Nizamut, engaging to regard the honour and reputation of the Company, their.- 
Governor, and Council, as my own, granting Perwannahs for the currency of the 
Company’s bufinefs ; the fame treaty I now confirm and ratify. ’ 

2. I do grant and confirm to the Company, for ; defraying the expcnces of their- 

troops, the Chuclahs of Burdwan, Midnapoor, and Chittagong, which were before-, 
ceded for the fame purpofe. . , 

3. I do ratify and confirm to die Englifh the privilege granted them by their 

Firmaun andfcveral HufbulhooEums, of carrying on their trade by means of their own- 
Dufluck, free from all duties, taxes, or impofitions, in all parts of the countt}", ex- 
cept the article of fait, on which a duty of per Cent, is to be levied on the Rowana 
or Hoogly market price. ' . 

. 4. -I give to- the Company half the faltpetre which is produced in the country of' 
Poornea, which their Gomafiahs lliall. fend, to Calcutta. The other half fhall be col-, 
leftedby my Fouzdar, for the ufe of my offices;, and I-wilLfuffer no other perfoh to- 
make purchafes of this article .in that countr)\ 

-5. -In-the Chuclah of Silhet for the fpace of fi.ve years,- commencing with the- Ben- 
gal year 1170, my Fouzdar and the Company’s Gomaftah, ffiall jointly prepare Chunam,. 
of which each fhall defray half the expences ; and half the Chunam fo. made-ffiall be: 
given to the Company, and the other, half fhall be for my ulc. 

6. I will maintain twelve thoufand horfe and twelve thoufand foot- in, the three pro-- 
vmeb. If there ffiould be pccafion for any more, the number lhall be increafed by con— 
fent.of the Governor and Council proportionably to the emergency. Befides thefe, the.. 

forces of the Englifh Company lhall always attendme. when they are wanted., , . _ , 

7. Wherever I fhall fix my court,' either at Murfhed-abad, or clfewhere, , I will ad- 
vife the Go-vernor and Council ; ahd^what number of Englifh forces I- may ha-ye occa- 
lion, foy in. the management of my affairs, I will demand them, and they.lhall be allow— 


Company’s 
Large. Seal. 


I'lic Seal of the Nabob Mccr [ 
Mahomed Jafiicr Khan Bahader | 
Mahabut Jung, &c. ,1 
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■cAmci and an Englifh gentleman flwll refide with me to tranfac^ all affairs between 
mic and the Compain^ : and a perfon.fliall alfo refide on my part at Calcutta, to nego- 
-ciate with the Governor and Council.-, • 

8. The late, Perwannahs' ifiued by Coffirh Ally Khan, granting to all merchants the 
exemption of all duties for the'fpace of two 3'eat3, Hiall be reverfed and called in, and 
the dutics collectedasb'efore. - 

■9. i will caufe the rupees coined in Calcutta, to pafs in 'every refpedt equal to the 
■Siccas of A'lobrllied-abad, -without any dedudlion of Batta ; . and whofoever. fhall demand 
Batfa, fliall be punifhed. ^ , 

10. r.wiU'give thirty lacks of rupees, .to defray all the expences and Idfs -accru- 
ing to the Company from tlie war and'lloppage of their- inveftment; aiid-I viiil re- 
imburic to all private perfons the amount of fucli Ioffes proved before the Gover- 
nor and Council, as they- may fudain in their trade in the country ; if, I fliould -not 
be able to difeharge this in ready money,- 1- will give affignments of land for the 
:a mount. 

; 1 1., I'ivill confirm and renew the treaty -which I formerl}’’ made with the Dutch; 

I2v If the French come .into the country^: I will not allow them to ere<Sb an}’' fortifi^; 
cations, maintain forces, hold lands, Zemindarries, &c. butthey Ihallpaytribiate and- 
•carrylon their trade as -in former times. 

13. Some regulations iliall be hereafter fettled between us; for deciding all dilputes' 
tvhich -may.arife between the Englifli agents and Goniaftahs in the different parts'-of the 
country, and my officers. 

y In teflimoriy-whereof, we the faid Governor and 'Council have fet our- hands- and af- 
■fixed the feal of the Company' to one part hereof, and the Nabob aforenamed hath'fef 
his hand and feal to another part hereof ; which were mutually done and interchanged^v 
■nf Fort William, the loth day of July 1 763^ 

Signed, 

HENRY VANSITT-ART, JOHN-CARNAC. WILLIAM^ BILLERS. 
WARREN- HASTINGS. RANDOLPH MARRIOTT^ HUGH WATTSi- 


Demmids made on ihe perrt of the Nabob Meet- Mahomed Jaffier and agreed to hy ths 

Council, at the time of figning the Treaty, _ 

,1.1 formerly acquainted the Company with the particulars of my ovti affairs, and 
received from them repeated letters of encouragement and kindnefs, with prefents ; I 
now make this requeft j that you will write in a proper manner to the Company, and alfo 
to the King of England,, the particulars of our friendfhip and union, and procure for 
me writings and encouragement, that my mind may be allured from that quarter, that 
no breach may ever happen between me- and die Englilh, and that every Governor, 
Counfellor, and Chiefs of the -Englilh,. that are here or may hereafter come, maybe 
well difpofed and attached to me. 

2. Since all the Englilh gentlemen affured of my friendly difpofition to to the Com- 
pan)’’, confirm me in the Nizamut, I requell; that to whatever I ma}'- at anj’- time write, 
vhey will give their credit and.affent, not regard the Itories of defigning men to m}'' 
prejudice, that all my affairs may go on with luccefs, and no occalion may arife for 
jeaiouff or ill-wili'between us. 

5 : 


Let 
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3. Eet no protedtion bp given b}r any of the Englifli gentlemen to any of my de- 

pendents, who may fly ' for fhelter to Calcutta, or other of your diftrifts ; but let 
them^ be. delivered up to, me on demand. I fhall' ftriftly enjoin all my Fouzdars and ’ 
Aumils on all accounts, to afford affiflance and countenance to fuch of ,the Gomaftahs 
of the Company as attend to the lawful trade of their fadlories ; and if any of the faid, 
Gomaftahs fliall ad; otherwife, '.let them be checked in fuch' a manner as ma^ be an ex- 
ample to others. , " 

4. From' the neighbourhood of Calcutta to Hoogly, and many of their Purgun- 
nahs bordering upon each otlier, it happens that on. complaints being made, people 
go agaiiift the Taalookdars, Ryots, and tenants of my town, to the prejudice of the bu- 
ffnefs of the Sircar ; wherefore let, ftrid: orders be given that no perfon be fentfrom 
Calcutta on the complaints of any one upon my Taalookdars or tenants ; but on fuch; 
occafidns let application be made to me or the Naib of the Fouzdarry of Hoogly,, 
that the Corirpany may be fubjed: to no lofs or devaftations. . And if any of the traders 
which belonged to. the Buckfbunder and Azinigunge, and have fettled in Calcutta,; 
Ihquld be delirous of returning to Hoogly, ' and carrying on their bufinefs, there ‘ as 
formerly, let no one moleft them. Chandernagofe and the .French fadory were pre-^ 
fented to me 'by Colonel Clive, md given by me in charge to Ameer Beg Khan : for this 
reafon, let ftrid.prders be given that no Englifli gentleman exercife any. authdrity there-' 
in, but that it remain as formerly under the jurifdiftion of my people. 

5. Whenever I demand any forces from the Governor and Council for my afliftance,. 
let them .be immediately , fent- me, .and no demand, made on me for their expences. 

• The demands of Nabob SHuj ah til Muluck' Hoffam 6 Dowlah, Meer I^ahomed, 
Jaffid Khan Bahader Mahabut Jung, written in five articles, we, the Prefident anci 
Council of thie Englifh Company, do agree, and iet our hands to, in Fort William, 
the loth Jul)’-, 1763.. . * . . ' . 

Signed, 

HENRY VANSITTART. WILLIAM BILLERS. ’ JOHN -CARTIER. 
WARREN HASTINGS.- RANDOLPH MARRIOTT. ' HUGH^ WATTS. 


'■ * ' ■ , ■ ■ ' . ' r . " - . Flo. L..'< . ■ „ " ■ ‘ 

* * ^ 

Nabob Meer Mahomed ^affier Ally Khan’s Note, for the payment of five lachs^. 
of 7'upees per tnonth, for the expences of the Company s troops during the _ 
uoar 'With Shtijah ul Do’idlah. JDated September 1 hth, . 1 764. . 

Account of money fettled for the expences of the European and Sepoys, the ar- 
tillery, and the raifing of the cavalry, which ITiall be paid a month fooner or later,, 
according to .the particulars under-mentioned, from the beginning of the month. , 
Seffer.('3 ift July, 1764,' of the 5th year of the reign,) till the removal of the troubles, 
with the Yizier ; viz., 

•In the province of Bengal, at Moorfhed-abad — • *— 300,000 

in the province of Bahar, at Patna ' — ‘ . 200,000 

- . Total rupees 500,00.0 • 


Written 
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Written the i^th of Rabbi ul Awvul, the 5th year of the Jaloos, (i6th September 
1764..) . . 

N . B. I will include in the aforefaid fum, whatever balance may be due from me 
oil account of my former agreement with the Company. . 


No. LI. 

A. , 

Propofals made hy' the King S/ia/i ylaJtim, and enchfed in a letter from Major 
Hedfor Munro to the Prcfident and Council at Bengal^ dated from the cainp 
■ at BendreSi the 22 d of Novemher, 1764. 

If this country is to be kept, put me in poffcflion of it, and leave a fmall detach- 
ment of the troops with me, to fliow that I am protedted by the Engliih, and they 
•fliall be at my cxpcncc, that if any enemy come at any time againft me, I will make 
fuch connexions in the country that with my own- troops, and the aforementioned 
fmall detachment, will defend the country, without any farther affiftance from the 
Englifli, and I will pay them of the revenues of the country what fum they fliall de- 
mand yearly. If the Englifli will, contrary' to their intcreft, make peace with the Vizier, 
I will go to Dchly, for I cannot think of returning again into the hands of a man 
who has ufed me fo ill. I have no friends I dejicnd on more than the Englifli ; their 
former behaviour to me will make me ever refpeX and regard them; now is their 
time to be in pofleflion of a country abounding with riches and treafurc : I fliall be 
flitisficd with whatever fliarc they plcafc of it. The Rohillas were always enemies to 
the imperious Vizier, they arc all my friends. 

B. 

'/Irticks to he executed hy the Khig^ iiicJofed in a letter from the Prsfident and Council at 
Bengal, to Major lienor Monro, commander in chief of the arny ; fent the 6 th De- 
cember 1764. 

In confidcration of the afliflance and fidelity of the Englifli Company, which has 
freed us from tlic inconvciilencies we laboured under, and flrengthened the founda- 
tions of the cnijiirc which God has given tis, we have been gracioufly plcafed to grant 
to the Englifli Company our royal favours according to the following articles, which 
fliall remain firm both in prefent and in future. 

As the Englifli Company have been put to a great expence, and their aflairs. cx- 
pofed to danger, by the war which the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla, unjuftly and contrary 
to our royal pleafurc waged againft them; we have therefore affigned to them the 
country of Ghazcpoor,'and the reft of the Zemindarry of Bulwant Sing, belonging to 
the Nizamut of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla; and the regulation and government 
thereof, 'we have given to their difpofid, in the fame manner as it was in the Nabob 
Shujah ul Dowla’s. The aforefaid Rajah having fettled terms with the chiefs of the 
•Englifli Company, is, according thereto, to pay the revenues to the Company ; and the 
amount fliall not belong to the books of the royal revenue, but fliall be expunged 
from them. The army of the Englifli Company having joined our ftandard, ■ fliall 
put us in pofTcflionof Allah-abad, and the reft of the countries belonging to yhe^Niza- 
‘mut of the Nabob Shujah ul Dowla; and the revenues, excepting thofe of Rajah Bul- 
ivant Sing’s Zemindarry, fhall be in our entire management and difpofal. ... 

X2 , As 
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•: As trie'EhgHihCompariywiirbe at a further /expehce in putting :us mpolTeliron oF 
Allaha-badj.and the reft of the-Nizamut of the Nabob Shujah' ul Dotvla, we wilp. 
therefore, as' )W,e .get .pofleffiori,. -grant to them' out of .our fceafury, fuch-a proportion of' 
the revenues as the exigencies.. pf our affairs will admitof;, and when w.e:are put ;in> 
full poffeffion, we will reimburfe the whole , expences. of the Company, in t this buiinefs 
from the dme of their joining our royal ftandard., - . ' . ■ ’’ 

C.. ' " . ■ 

Finnaun, executed by the ^King, 'l^atedh'ecember 'qj^th\ ^ 

As the Enghflr Company have been put to great expence, \and their -affairs ^xpofe'dl 
to danger by the war which the Nabob: Shujah' ul Dow la Unjuftly and contrary to our.- 
royal .pleafure waged againft them;,- we have therefore affignedto-them .the -country.- 
of Ghazepoor, a;nd the reft of the Zemindarry of Rajah Bulwant Sing^. belonging to > 
the Nizafnut of the. Nabob Shujah ul Dowiaf. and tlic regulation - aad;,'governmentt 
thereof we ha,ve given to their difpofal,,in. the fame manner 'as .it \vas-;in . the 'Nabob : 
Shujah ulDowla’s. The aforefaid Rajah Having fettledl terms ■.with.the chiefs -of. the 
Englilh Company,', is, ^according thereto, .to pa}?- the revenues to the Company. 

The army of the Englilh Company having joined our ftandkdj lliall put u's ih pof- 
feffion of Allah-abad and the reft of the countries belonging !^to the Nizamut of tire 
Nabob Shujah ul.Dowla.j and'the revenues, excepting thofs.of^Rajah Bulvyant-.Sing's 
Zemindarry, llrall be in our- entire manageibent and difpofal. , . 

■ It becomes the Company to Ihew their .grateful fenfe of. our royal favours, and .to • 
exert themfelves to the utmoft in the proper management and regulation of - the coun.-- 
try, to encourage' and befriend our fubje'dls, .to punilli the contentious, and .expel the ■ 
rebellious from their territories.. They muft uTe -tlieif beft endeavours tONpromote the • 
welfare of our people, the R5mts and other -inhabitants,. to prohibit the ufe of things of; 
an , intoxicating nature, and fuch as are forbidden by tire lav/ of God ; , in driving out 
enemies, in deciding caufes, and' fettling matters -agreeably to the:rules of Mahomed, 
and the law of the empire, fo'.that the inhabitants may apply thernfelyes, with peace of; 
mind and fatisfadfion, to the cultivation of the country,- .and the exercife. of .other their; 
profeffions, and that the weak may. n'ot labour under oppreflion. and violence. They.- 
will conftder thefe as dur-ftridl injundtions. . - . ; 

■ Written on the 4th day 'of Rejub, the 6th -j'-eanof'the'reiga. ., Deccmber?25ith, 

N0..LTI. ' 

jirtieJes of a. treaty and^agreefnent co 7 icluded hetweeyi the-'Gove^’nor and Coun- 
cil of Fort William, on the f art of the Englif Eaji India Compafty, and the 
Nabob Niidjiwi ul Eo’wla. Dated in Febi'uary 1765* 

On the Pari of the Company. 

We the Governor and Council do engage to fecure to the'Nabob Nudjum ul Dowla, 
'the Subahdarree of the Provinces of Bengal, E-ahar and Oriffa, and to fupport hini 
therein with the Company’s forces againft alibis enemies. We will alfo at all times 
keep up fuch force as maybe ncceffary, effectually to affift and fupport him in the 
defence of the provinces ; and as our troops will-be more to be depended on than any 
the Nabob can have, an 4 Icfs expenfivc to liim, he need therclore entertain .none but 
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f.:cH c? nro m^utUtc for ihc fuppovl; of the dvil 'oOicci-s of his govcrnmcnt/nnd the 
hufinefs of his collcdtoi'iS thrnu!»,h the dillcrcnt tURrids. 

\\'edo futtlior proinifc, that, in confuicration the Nabob .Riall continue to aflift In 
defraving the oxtraoniinaiy cx'jjcncea of the war now carrying on againft Sluijah ul 
Dowia, with (ivc laclis of rupees per month, which was -agreed toby his * father, that 
whatever uuus may be iicreatVcr rcccivct! of the King, on account of our affiRaucc 
eifibided him in Uu; war. Rvali Ite repaid to the N.abob. 

Or, the Part cf tic Naloh, 


Tn cat'-fideration of the afiiuance the Governor anti Council have agreed to aRbfd, . 
in fccuring to me the htceeftunt in the Subahdarree of iJcngal, Bahar, and Orifla, here- ■ 
lofere held by m.y father, the hue Nabob Mcer Jaliicr Ally Khan, and fupporting me ■ 
in It agaisid all :ny enemies, 1 do agree and bind myfclf to the faithful performance of ^ 
tile folhva.ing anlclc?. 

iR. I hc t.-eaiy which my father formerly concluded with the Company *j- upon his 
Rrft aceedion i*> tltr Ni’/.arntn, engaging to regard the honour and reputation of the 
Contpnny .’Utd of tin ir Governor a-nd Council as his own, and j^raniing I’urwannahs • 
fortlje cunenc;- of the Comjnanv’s trade, the fame treaty, as far .as is confident with • 
the artich-- hneafter.igvecd to, I <lo h.creby ratify raid confirm. 

2 , Confi'h-ring the weighty charge of government, and how cficniial it is for 
myfclf, for the welfare ot iliccntintrv. .and for the Com’pany’s bufincfs, ihatldiould 
itave a perfor. wlio l;as luid exp;*.-;cnce therein to .advife and afiifi me, I do agree to 
have o‘;e nr;.-.! wiih me, with die tnlvtcc of th.e Governor and Council, in the Ration 
of Naib bubr!’, v. i'.o Riali accordingly have, immediately under me, the chief ma- 
tUi'omcntof r.d riTalrs : And as M.diomed l\.c:'a Khan, the Nafib of Dacca, Jins in 
evr ry refi'cci mv ar.p.r.f.-.ui-n, and that <»f the Governor and Council, Ido further 
tnytee, tlnu. tl'is truO. d-,.-.l! Iw lonurrcvi on him ; and I will not difjdace him without 
til.' aegulefc. nee of tiiofe gcniktnen : And in cafe any aiteraiion in this appointment 
Pnsuld lv.-i<‘afa'r rppvar ad.vifvablc, that Maliomed Rer.a Khan, jtrovided he has ac- - 
(ini'.tcd himfeif wid: fidelity in his adminiRraiion, Rrall, in fucli cafe, be reinRated in i 
*• JiC -iN K lii'P of Dacca, wit’i the fame amhori’.v as heretofore. 

y. The bulln.-fs of ihe collceViOr.c of liic revenues fliall, under the Naib Subah, . 
be t!i\ id'. d Ituo two or more l-r.’.nchus r.vay ar-pear proper : And as I have the fullcft • 
tkg'.vav.’. i'.cc and cnudvlcucv. on tlw auaci’.r.wnt of the Knglifii, and their regard to my 
inicrt-R an i diugiir.- and am dtfirous of tdving them everv tcRlmonv ilicrcof, I do ■ 
rartiier. eoidtar, tliat rhe aj^pointmetu and dlfiifflion of the Miutafcddccs of thofe • 
l.ranchts, and the allotment of their Rvcral diRritls, Rvali be with the approbation of • 
the (ioven or and. Council. And conrulering how much men of my rank and Ration 
nre e.lvlljjcdto iruR ro the eyes and recommendations of the fervants about them, and ; 
ho-.v liable to be dcceivnl, it is mv further will, that vhc.Govcrnor and Council Riall 


be at lil-.ercy to olncCi and point out to me when imjiropcr people arc entrufled, or 
•where my -OiTicers and fuhjeils arc opprclTed ; and I will jiay a jirojicr regard to fucli 
rcjircleniaiiom, that my allairs m.iy be condiRlcd with honour, my people every svhere 
be happy, and their giicvances be redreOed. 

I do confirm to the Company, as a fixed rcfourcc for defraying thc.ordmary 
cx'pcnccs of their troops, the Chucldahs of I'urdwan, Midnapooiy-and Chittagong, in 
as iull a manner ns hcrcrofore ceded by my father^. The fum of five lacks of Sicca 
rupees per month for ihclr maintenance, w.as further agreed to be paid by my father ; 
I agree to pay the fame out of my treafury, whilR the exigency for keeping up fo 
large an army continues. When the Company’s- occafions will admit. a diminution of 
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■the cxpcnces they tire put to, on accotint of thofe troops," the Governor and Council will 
then relieve me from liich a proportion oh this aflignment, as the incrcafcd cxpenccs in- 
.•curred bydeeeping up thewlioleforce.ncccllhry for the defence of the provinces will admit 
of; and as J eflecm the? Company's troops’, entirely equal thereto and as my own,;! 
•will only maintain fuch as are immediately necellary for the dignity of my perfon and 
.-.government; and the bufinefs of my colledVions throughout the provinces. 

5. I do ratify and confirm to the Englifli the privilege granted them by, their 
Firmaun and feveral Flulbulhookums of carrying on their trade by means of their 
own Dufiuck, free from all duties, taxes, or.impofitions in ail parts of the country, 
excepting in the article of fait, on which a duty of zf- per Cent, is to be levied on 
.fhe'Rowaha or 'Hoogly markct'priccii-.- . ' . ’ • ' ■ ' ’ ' - - ’ 

6; , 1 : give -to, the. Company the liberty 'of purchafing half the ' faltpctrc produced 
in- the country of Purnea,' which their Gomaflahs fliall fend to Calcutta : the other 
half fiiall be colledted by' my Fduzdar for the ufe of. my offices ; and I will fuffer no 
other perfons to make purchafes of this article in that country. 

'7. In fheChucklah of Silh'et’fdr. the fpacc , of , five years, commencing with the 
•Bengal year .1171, my Fouzdar,’ and a Gomafiah on the part of the Company,- lhall 
jointly provide Chunam; of which each firail defray half the cxpcncc, and- half the 
.Chunam fo made, fliall be given to the Company. 

8. Although I fliould occafionally remove to other places in the provinces, I agree 
that the books of the Sircar fliall be always kept, and the bufinefs conduced at 
.'Moorflied-abad, and, that fliall as heretofore , be the feat of my government; And 
wherever I am, I confent that an Englifli gentleman fliall refide with me to tranfadt 
jail affairs, between. me and the Company; and that a jierfon of high rank fhall alfo 
.refide on my part at Calcutta, to negotiate with the Governor and Council, 
r 9. I will caufe the rupees coined in Calcutta to pafs in every refpedt equal to the 
Siccas of Moorfhed-abad, without any dedudtion of Batta ; and whofoever fhall de- 
mand Batta, fhali be .puniflied. The annual lofs on coinage by the fall of .Batta, on 
the ifluing of the new Siccas, is a very heavy . grievance to the country ; and after 
■mature confideration, I will, in concert. with the Governor and Council, purfuc what- 
ever may appear the bell method for remedying it. 

10. I will allow no Europeans whatever to be entertained in niyfendce; and if 
there alread}^ be any, they fhall be immediately difmiflcd. 

j I . The Kiftbundee for payment of the reflimtion to the fufferers in the late trouf 
bles, as executed by my father, I will fee faithfully paid ; no delays fliall be made in 
this bufinefs. 

■ 12. I confirm and will abide by the treaty' which my father formerly made with 

the Dutch. 

13. If the French come into the country, I will not allow them to eredt any forti- 

fications, maintain forces, or hold lands, Zemindarries, See. but they fliall pay tribute, 
and carry on their trade- as in former times. ■ . 

14. Some regulations fhall be hereafter fettled between us, for deciding all difputcs 

which may arife between the Englifh Gomaflahs and my officers in the different parts 
of the country. , • 

In teflimony whereof, we the faid Governor and Council have fet our hands, and 
affixed the- fcal of the Company to one part hereof, and the Nabob before named, has 
fee his hand and feal, to another part. 

,(A true copy.) 

W, MAJENDIE, Secretary. ' 

Mem, This treaty was executed by the, Prefident and Council of Fort ’V^^illiam, on 
the .20th February 1765, andby thel^abob on the2 5th 'ofthe.fame month.. .. ^ 
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No. LIII. ; 

Firmatm from the King Shah Aalumy granting the Dciuahnce of Bengal, . 
Bahar and Orf h, to the Company > Dated Auguji 12th, 1765. 

At this happy time our royal Firmnun, indifpcnfibly requiring. obedience, is iffued. 
That whereas in confidcration of the attachment and fcrviccs of the high and mighty,, 
the nobicll of exalted nobles, the citief of illuflrious warriors, our faithful fervants : 
and finccrc wcll-wilhcrs, worthy of our ro5-al favours, the Englifli Company, we - 
have granted them the Dewannee of the provinces of Bengal, Bahatj and Oriffa, ; 
from * the beginning of the Fulful Rvibby of the Bengal year 1 1 72, as a free gift, 
and Ultumgau, without the afTociation of any other perfon, and with an exemption . 
from the payment of the cuftoms of the Dewannee, which ufed to be paid to the 
court ; it is requifite that the faid Company engage to be fecurity for the fum of 
twenty-fix lacks of rupees a year, for our royal revenue, which fum. has been ap- - 
pointed from the Nabob Nudjum ul Dowla Bahadcr, and regularly remit the fame > 
to the royal Sircar ; and in this cafe, as the faid Company arc obliged to keep ' up a 
large army for the protC( 5 Hon of the provinces of Bengal, &c. we have granted to 
them whatfoever may remain out of the revenue's of the faid provinces, after remit-, 
ting the fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees to the royal Sircar,, and providing for the 
cxpcnccs of thcNixamut: it is requifite that our royal defeendents the Viziers, . the 
bcliowers of dignity, the Omrahs high in rank,- the great officers, the Muttafeddees . 
of the Dewannee, the managers of the bufinefs of the Sultanut, the Jagheerdars and 
CrooricSj as well t!ic future as the prclcnt, ufing their confiant endeavours for the 
cfiablifljmcnt of this our royal command, leave’ the faid office in pofieffion of the 
faid Company, from generation to generation, for ever and ever ; looking upon them 
to be infured from difmiffion or removal, they mull on no account whatfoever give 
them any interruption, and they mull regard them; as cxcufed and exempted from 
the payment of all the culloms of the Dewannee, and royal demands. Knowing our 
orders on the fubjcdl to be moft llriifl and pbfitivc, let them not devHate therefrom, 

"SYritten the 24th of Sopbar of the 6th year of the Jaloos.. 

(die 12th Aug. 1765.) 

'Ccntents of the Zhmmn. 

Agreeably to the jiapcr which has received our fign manual, our royal commands- . 
arc ili'ucd. That in confidcration of the attachment and fcrvices of the high and ’ 
mighty, thcmoblcft of exalted nobles, the chief of illullrious warriors, our faithful 
fervants and finccre wcll-wiflicrs, worthy of our royal favours, the Englhh Company,, 
we have granted them the Dewannee of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orill'a, 
from the beginning of the Fuflul Rubby of the Bengal year 1172, as a free, gift 
and Ultumgau, without the allbciation of any odicr perfon, and with an exemption 
from the culloms of the Dewannee, which ufed to be paid to the court, on conditioa 
of their being fecurity for the fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees a-year, for our royal- 
revenue; which fum has been appointed from the Nabob Nudjum ul Dowla Baha- 
der ; and after remitting the royal revenue, and providing for the expences -. of the''^ 
Nizamut, whatfoever may remain we have granted to the faid Company. 

The Dewnmiee of the Prov'mee of Bengal, 
^he Dewannee "of the Province of Bahar. 

-- ^he Dewannee' of the Province of Or 

■ ' Fir- 
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JJJrmaun from- t/ierKfug':Slia/i,}Mwh . fo)- ‘ike 


DHomniee, of ike P'rc'i/hcc 


. 'At' Hiis’■happy‘thlio//o^n^roypJ^Fi^^^nlmiihdJfpcn^lhly .requiring obedience, ■; is .i/Tiied, 
■'i;hat:.in‘c6nfiderationiof:thc attiichmcnt of ’the .high and might)', thcnoblclVofcA-^- 
alted.'nobles, -thexhief of, illuftrious iwaiTiofs) oiir daithCulTcrvabts iand finccrc .' wcl],- .■ 
widrers, worthy of ; pur!, royal favours, the- Englidr Company, • we have grainctUhehi, 
as a^frcc gift and. 'Ukumgau, agreeably •to thc Ziminun from , the beginning of Eubby. ; 
T)u'ccacooy-ul of .the Bengal lycar n-yi^ khe office of the Jj)cwannce of Ehalfa • She-'' 
leefaj ,of .the province of .Bengal (the;. Paradiffiof the 3 'iarth), with the conditional , 
Jaghcer thereof, without the ‘ailbciation of any other .])crfon. It is-requifite that ,our 
xdyal defeendents theVizierSi thc'bcftowcrs.ofr.dighlty, thc.:Omrahs high : in rani:,: 
the great, officers, the.Muttafcddecs of the -Dewannee,. the managers of the. bufincfs-; 
•of the Sultanut, the Jaghcerdars ahd Cfoorics,- as.v.’cll the futUrc as the jjrcfeht, ufing 
theiriconflant chdcavours.for.thc.cdabliffimcht of this ohr. royal. comntand, leave thc - 
faid office in poflcffion of the faid Company, from, generation to generation, .for ever 
and ever-.; looking upon them to be 'infvircd . from ’ difmiffion or removal, they muit. 
on no account Avhatfoevcr give them any •inicnmption, and they mud regard them as : 
cxcufed? and exempted .from -thci.paymcnt'. of; all the,, cultoms .of the Dewannee, - and •. 
•demands of 'the.Snltanut., • Knowing ouriordcrs .oh.ihisfubjcd: to-be mod flricl-and/ 
jpofitivpj, detxhcm ‘not, deviate: therefrom., ,• 

Wiritten-the 24th'of -Sopliar of the dth. year of the Jaloos, 

, .(the 1 2th of Aug. 1765.) 

. :. . . Contents of rhe Tiimimo!. , . 

Agreeably to.the paper; which has.- received our fign-manual, we have granted the 
*t)fficeof .thc Dewannee of the Khalfa.Shcreefa of the province of Bengal, (the Pa- 
rradife of the Earth) with the conditional Jaghecr thereof, as a free gift and Ultura- 
gau to the -high'and mighty, the nobleft of ■cxa:ltcd nobles, the chief of illuflrlous 
warriors, our faithful fervants and lincerc .well-wnfficrs, pvorthy of our royal favours, 
the Englifh Company, without the aflbeiatibn of any other perfon, from the begip- 
Sling of the Rubby Tuccacoqy-ul of the Bengal year, - 1172. 


Port William, 30 th September 1765.. 

( A true .Copy.) . 

ALEX. : CAMPBELL. S. S. a . 


N0.-LV.. 

Wn-mam from, the Kmg~ SJiah Aalumy.for the Dewanny of the . prcn)mce of 
. - ''Bdhdf.- , 

.At this' happy time,- pur royaLFirmaun,. indifpenfabiy requiring obedience, is id ■ 
fued, .That k.confideration of the .attachment of the high -and mighty, the nobkft 

of 
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of cxciked nobles, tbc chief of illuftvious warriors, our faithful fervants and fincere 
wcll-wiflicrs, worthy of our royal favours, the Engliflr Company, we have granted 
them, as a free gift and Ultumgau, agreeably to the Zinimun, from the beginning of 
the Rubby Tuccacooy-ul of the Bengal year 1172, - the office of the Dewannec of the 
■Khalfa Shereefa of the province of Bahar, with the conditional Jaghcer thereof, 
aviihout the aflbeiation of any other perfon. It is requilite that our royal defeend- 
ents, the Viziers, the beftowers of dignity, the Omrahs high in rank, the great 
officers, the Muttafeddees of the Dewannec, the managers of the bufinefs of the 
Sultanut, the Jaghcc'rdars and Croories, as well the future as the prefent, ufing their 
conftant endeavours for the eftabliffiment of- this our royal command, leave the faid 
office in poffieffion of the faid Company, from generation to generation, for ever and 
ever. Looking upon them to. be infured from dtfmiffion or removal, they mull on 
no account whatfoever give them any interruption ; and they mull regard them as 
cxcufcd and exempted from the payment of all the cuftorirs of the Dewannee, and 
demands of the Sultanut. Knowing our orders on this fubjedt to be moft ftridi and 
pofitivc, let them not deviate thcretrom. ’ ' . 

Written the 24th of Sophar, of the 6th year of the Jaloos.- . 

(the I2th of Auguft, 1765.) 

(jovtaits of the Zinmun. 

Agreeably to the paper which has received our fign-manual, we have granted the 
office .of Dewannec of the Khalfa Shereefa of the province of Bahar, with the 
conditional Jaghcer thereof, as a free gift and Ultumgau, to the high and mighty, 
the noblcfi: of exalted nobles, the chief of illuftrious warriors, our faithful fervants 
and finccrc wcll-wiflicrs, worthy of our royal favours, the Engliffi Company^ without 
the affociation of any other perfon, from the beginning of the Rubby Tuccacooy-ul, 
of the Bengal year 1172. * ‘ 

' Fort William, 30th September, 1765. 

ALEX. CAMPBELL. S. S. C. 


No.LVI. 

1 

Firmaim from the King Shah Aalum, for the Deivannee of the Province of 

Orifa, 

At this happy time, our royal , Firmaun, indifpenfibly. requiring obedience, is if- 
fued. That in conlidcratioiv of the attachment of the high and mighty,, the hobleft 
of exalted nobles, the chief of illuftrious warriors, our faithful- fervants and lincerc 
weft-wiffiers, worthy of our royal favours, the Englifh Company, we have granted 
them, as a free gift and Ultumgau, agreeably to the Zimmun, from the beginning 
of Rubby Tuccacooy-ul, of • the Bengal year 1172, the office -of the Dewannee 
of the Khalfa Shereefa of the province of Orifla, with , the , conditional Jagheer 
thereof, without the aflbeiation of, any other perfon. It is requifite . that our royal 
defeendents, the Viziers, the beftowers of dignity, the Omrahs high in rank, the 
great officers, the Muttafeddees of the Dewannee, the managers of the bufinefs of 
the Sultanut, Jagheerdars and Croories, -as well-thc future as the prefent, ufing their 

^ '' con- 



conftant endeavours 'for the eftablhhment.- of:,- this ■ otir royal' command^ leave the find 
office in , poffeffion of the faid:,' Company,' from: generation' to generation for ever 
and ever. . Looking upon thern; tofbe infured rfrom'.difmiflion; or 'removal,;, they mufl 
on' no account whatfoeyer give them any interruption j = and they muft regard them as 
excufed and exempted; from the payment of .all the -cufloms of the Devyannee and 
demands of the Sultartut. . Knowing ouy orders on thisfubjedb to be moft ftridt and 
pofitive, let them not deviate therefrom.- : 

Written;. the 24th of Sophar,.; of the dth year of the Jaloos,;. ■ 

. - . : ■ ; 'f; (.the :12th Of Auguft, ; 1765.). - 

‘ Contents'of ihe Zmmiin.-. \ i i .• ,• ■ 

Agreeably to the paper which has . received our fign-manual, , we have 'granted the 
office of . the Dewannee of .the ; Khalfa Shere'efa of the pro.vince of. Oriffa, with the 
conditional. Jagheer thereof, as a free gift and . .IJltumgau', to the .high and mighty> 
the nobleft of exalted 'nobles, the chief of illufirious warriors,- our faithful fervants. 
and fincere.'well-wifhers, worthy of pur ; royal. favours, -' the;., Engliffi Company, with-- 
out the ■ alfdciation of any other perfon, from the beginning of 'the Rubby Tucca- 
cooy-ul, of the Bengal' y'eaf 1172. 

'William/; 30th September, 1765.. 

. • - ..... . • L ,. {A true. Copy.) .. •/ .. 

■ '■ i 'i ALEX. CAMPBELL. !s; S. cJ 

' .No! LYII.' ■' ' 

Firmaiin from the King Shah ' A'dhim, confirming td the Company iJie Chticlahs. 
of Burdwant Midnapore, and Chittagong^ and the twenty foiir Pnrgunnahs 
of Calcutta, ^c. before ceded to' them by the Nabobs Meer CoJJim Ally Kharu^ 
and Meer Jqffier Ally Khan, dated Aiigufi izth, 1765. 

At this happy time, our ro^^al Firmaun, indiipenfibly requiring obedience, is 
iffued. That the Chuclahs of Burdwan, Midnapore, and Chittagong,, and alfo the 
twenty-four Purgunnahs of Calcutta, • &c. (theZemindarry of the high and mighty, 
the nobleft of exalted nobles, the chief of illuftrious tyarriors, our faithful fervants ' 
and fincere well-wifliers, worthy of our royal favours, ' the 'Engliffi Company) which 
were granted to the faid Company in the time of Meer Mahomed Coffim and Meer 
Mahomed Jaffier Khan, deceafed ; we, in confideration of the attachment .of .the 
faid Company, 'have been gracioufty pleafed to vonfirni to 'them^. from '.the' beginning 
of the Fufful Rubby of the Bengal year, 1172, .as' a free gift aiid tJrmm'gauj without' 
the afibciation of any other perfon. • • It is requifite that our rbj^al defeendents,' the 
Viziers, the beftow'ers of dignity, the Omrahs high- in rank,, the .great .officers, tile 
Mu'ttafeddees of the Dewannee, the managers of the bufinefs of the Salta nut, the 
Jagheerdars and Croories, as well the future as the :pfefent, . ufing their conftant en- 
deavours for the eftabliffiih'ent of this our 'royal 'command, leave : the faid diftridfs 
and Purgunnahs in ' poffeffion of the faid ' Company;,* from generation to generation, 
for ever and ever. ' Looking upon them to be i'hfured from difmiffi'on or .removal, they 
muft on no account whatfoever give them any interruption, and they . muft regard- 
them as excufed and exempted from the 'payment of all manner of cuftoms and- de- 
mands. 
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mands. Knowing .our orders ■ on- this fuhjcdt to he moil ftridt and pofitive, let them 
not deviate tlierefrohi. --■ „ ■■■. ; • ' .t- • 

■ Written the 24th of. Sophar,' o6 the 6th year of the Jaloos; 

, (the i 2th Augiift, .1765.)'. ■ v; . . ' i 

Contents of the Zirntmin.' ' , 

Agreeably to the paper which, has received ouf fign-manual, our, royal commands 
.arc iliued, that the Chuclahs -.of 'Burdwan, Midnapore, and , Chittagong, • and alfo. 
the twenty-four, Purgunnahs of Calcutta^ 'Src. ,(the Zemindarry of .the Ehglilh:Corh.-i 
pany) which were granted to the faid Company in the time of Mcer Mahomed ColEmy 
and Meer Mahomed JiifKer Khan, deccafed,'. be confirmed to the faid Company, as' a 
frcegifcandUltumgavij.without.the.aflbciationofanyothcrperfon,-: 

.fihuclah of Burdivan. ' 

■Chiidah^of Midnapore-.- , 

Chuclah of .Chittagong., \ ■ 

The twent3’'-four Purgunnahs of Calcutta, &c. (the Zemindarry of the Engliili 
Company.) 

. ^ Fort William, September 30th, 1765, 

...... • \ (A true Copy.) • 

ALEX. CAMPBELL, S.S.C. 

No. LVIII. 

'treaty 'between the Nabob Shujah ul Doiola, the Nabobs Nudjum ul Dowlay and 
the 'Englijh Company 3 executed at Illah~abad, Auguji i^th, 1765. 

(Sealed and approved by the King.) 

Whereas the right honorable Robert Lord Clive, Baron Clive of Plafley, Knight 
companion of the moll honourable order of the Bath, major-general and comman- 
der of the forces, Prefident of the Council, and' Governor of Fort William, and 
of all the fetdements belonging to the united Company of merchants of England 
trading to the Eaft Indies^ in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla ; and John 
Carnac, Efquire, brigadier-general, colonel in the fervice of the faid Compan)’-, and 
commanding officer of their forces upon the Bengal eftablifiiment, are invefted with 
full and ample powers, on the behalf of his excellency the Nabob Nudjum vil Dow- 
la, Subahdar of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, and likewife on. behalf of the united 
Company of merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, to negociate, fettle, and' 
finally to conclude a firm and lafling peace with his highnefs the Nabob Shujah ul 
Dowla, Vizier of the empire ; Be it known to all thofe, to whom it may or fhail in 
any manner belong, that the above named plenipotentiaries have agreed upon the 
following articles, with his higlrnefs. ' ’ • 

I. A perpetual and univerfal peace, fincere friendflrip, and firm union fliall be 
eftablifhed between his highnefs Shujah ul Dowla and his heirs on the one part, and 
his excellency Nudjum ul Dowla, and the Englifli ’ Eafl; India Company on the 
other, fo that the faid contradling powers fliall give the greatefl; attention to main- 

Y 2 tain 
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laia between thcmTel.vcs,:itMr doniinibns iahd tlicir fubjedbs, this TCGiprocal friend- 
ihip, without jicrmitdng on either fide any kind of hoflilitics to be committed from' 
henccfprtK, ■fona.ny ctiufc,' or- under any pretence whatfoev'er ; and every thing Ihall 
be carefully avoided, which might , hereafter prejudice the union now happily efta- 
blifitcd. 

2. In cafe the dominions of his .highnefs, Shujah, uVDowla fiiall at any time here- 
after be attacked, his excellency Nudjum ul Dowla, and the Englifii Company, 
fiiall affift him with a part or the; whole of their forces, according to the exigency of 
his ■ afFairS;r, and f 0 ‘ far as may- bc' chhfificnr with 'their Own feebrity ; and' if ^thc do- 
minibns’bf his 'excellency- Nudjum urDowla; br tlie Englifh Company^ fiiall -be iiN 
tacked, his highnefs fiialhin'like manner ‘affift them tvith a 'part, or the- whole of his 
forced; ity' the cafe of -the Englifii'- Company’s forces being ■ employed in his 
highnefs’s fcrvicc, ' the extraordinary cxpcncc- of the fame . is . yo be defrayed by 
him. 

3. His highnefs folcmnly engages- uiever to ciitcrtain or receive Coffim Ally Khan, 
the late Subahdar of Bengal, &c. Sombroo the affiiffin of the Englifii, nor anv of 
the European deferters within his- dominions, nor to give the Icaft countenance, fup- 
port, or prptcdlion to them.: he likewife folcmnly. engages to deliver, up to the Eng- 
liflt whatever Europeans may in future defert from them into, his country. 

4. The King Shah Aalum fiiall remain in full pofleffion of Korah, and fuch'p^rfc 
of the province of llhih-abad as 'he 'now poflefles, which arc ceded to his Majefty as a 
royal demefnc for die fupport of his dignity and cxjicnccs. 

5. His highnefs Shujah' ul Dowla engages in the moft folcmn manner to conti- 
nue, Bubvant Sing in the-Zcniindarrccs of Benares, Ghazcporc, and all thofc diftrifts 
lie polTeired at the time he came over to the late Nabob Jafiier Ally Khan, and the 
Englifii, on condition of his paying the fame revenue as heretofore. 

6. In confidcration of the great cxpcncc incurred by the Englifii Company, in 
carrying on the late lyar, liis. highnefs agrees to pay them (fifty) 50 lacks of rupees 
in the following manner, viz. (twelve) 12 lacks in money, and a depofit of jewels, 
to the amount .of. (eight) 8. lacks, upon the figning of this treat}'; (five) 5 lacks one 
month after, and the remaining (twenty-five) 25 lacks by monthly payments, fo as 
that the whole may be djfehargcd in (thirteen) 1.3 months from the date hereof. 

7. It being firmly refolvcd to rcfiorc to his highnefs the country of Benares, and 

the other diftridts now rented b)'’,-Buhvant Sing, notwitliftanding the grant of the 
fame from the King to the Englifii Company ; it- is therefore agreed, that they fiiall 
be ceded to his highnefs in manner follbwing, viz. They fiiall remain in the hands 
of the Englifii Company with their', revenues, till the expiration of tlie agreement 
between Eulwant Sing and the Company, being on the 27th November next; 
after which, his highnefs fiiall .enter into pofleffion, the fort of Chunar, excepted, 
which is not to be evacuated, until the 6th article of this treaty be fully. complied 
■with, ■ ■ 

8., His highnefs' fhall -allow the Englifii Company, to carry on a trade, duty free, 
throughout the whole of his dominions. ' 

9. All the relations and fubjedts of his. highnefs, ivho -in any. manner affifted the 

Englifii during, the courfe of the late war, fiiall be forgiven, and no ways molefted 
for, the fame.,, , . , • . ' 

10. As foon as this treaty is executed, the Englifii forces fiiall be, withdrawn, from 
the .dominiohs-.of his highnefs,', excepting fuch as may be neceflary for the garrifon 
of Chunar, or-fdr the defence and protedlion of the King- in the city of Illah-abad, if 

- his, majefty fliouLd require. a force for that purpofe^ - 

. r . ■ ' ' , . , , - ’ll* His 
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■ II. His highnefs the Nabob Shnjah ul Dowla, his excellency the Nabob Nud- 
jum vil Dowla, and the Englifh .Company promife to obferve lincerely and'ftriftly, 
all the articles contained' and fettled in the prefent. treat}^ ; arid they wili not fulFer 
the fame to be infringed,' diredtly' or indiredlly, by their fefpedfcive fubj efts ; arid the- 
faid contrafting powers generally and reciprocally guarantee to ' each other all the fti- 
pulations of the prefent treat}’-. . , . , ^ . 


: Signed, feakd, and fdkmnly fworn io, according to - 
their re/peStive faiths, hy the contradling parties at 
Illah-abad, this 16th day of Augujt, in the year of our 
Lord i'] 6^, in the prefence of us. 


CLIVE (L. S.) . 

JOHN CARNAC. (L. S.) 

/ 


EDMUND MASKELYNE, 
ARCHIBALD SWINTON, 
GEORGE VANSITTART. 


SHUJAH^t c n al DO\VL A’s Seal 
- and ^ Ratification; 


Fort William, September 36th 1 765. 

{A true Copy) 

ALEX.. CAMPBELL, S;S.C.' 


MIRZA'COSSIM KHAN,, . 
RAJAH SEETABROY, 
MEER MUSSHALA.. 


No. LIX. 

Articles of Agreemetit beivseen the King Shah Aaluni, and the Company, relating 
to the tribute to be paid to him from the revettues of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orijfa, dated Augtiji igth, 

The Nabob Nudjura ul Dowlah agrees to pay to his majefty out of the revenues of 
Bengal, Bahar, and OriflTa, the fum of 26 lacks of rupees a-year, without any deduc- 
tion for Batta, on bills of exchangej by regular monthly payments, amounting to 
rupees 216,666 109 per month; the firft payment to commence from the ifi; of Sep- 
tember of the prefent year ; and the Engliflr Cornpany, in confideration of his rna- 
jefty’s having been gracioufly pleafed to gi'ant them the Dewannee of Bengal, See. do 
engage themfelves to be fecurity for the regular payment of the fame. It lliall be 
paid month by month from the faftory at Patna,, to Rajah Seetabroy, or wHomfoever 
his majefty may think proper to nominate, that it may be forwarded by him to the 
court : but in cafe the territories of the aforefaid Nabob iliouid be invaded by any fo- 
reign enemy, a deduftion is^ then to be made out of the flipulated revenues, propor- 
tionable to the damage that maybe fuftained. 

In confideration of Nudjeef Khan’s having joined the Englifli forces, and afted in 
his majefty’s fervice in the late war ; his majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to .allow 
him the fum of two lacks of rupees a-year, to be paid by equal monthly payments ; 
the firft payment to commence from the ift of September of the prefent year; and in 
default thereof, the Engliflr Company, who are guarantees for the fame, will make it. 
good out of the revenue allotted to his majefty from the territories of Bengal,. If the 
territories of Bengal fliould at any time be invaded, and on that account a deduftion be 
made out of the Royal revenue, in fuch cafe a proportionable deduftion Ihali alfo be; 
made oiit of Nudjeef Khan’s allowance. - 

Dated the 19th of Auguft, 1765. ' 

Fort William, 30th'September, 1765. 

(A true Copy.) 

ALEX. CAMPBELL, S.S.C. 


No. LX. 
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~ v..": No. LX. ■- _• 

'Agreement between the Nabob Nudjum uN’Dpwla and the Gofnpajiy,. relating ta 
..the allowance to jbe paid hiniforthefiipport of the Nizamiit of BefigaU &c.\ 
. dated. September 30//;,. 1765. . . ' . • 

The King having been gracioufly pleafedto grant to the Englilh’ Company the De- 
\vannee of Bengal, Bahaf, and OrifTa,' with the_ revenues - thereof,; as a free, gift, for. 
ever, on certain conditions, whereof. one is, that there Ih'all be a. fufficieht allowance, 
out of the faid revenues for fupporting the expence of the Nizamut jfbe it ;kno,wn- to’, 
all whom it may concern, that I do agree tO' accept of the annual fum of Sicca rupees 
5,386,1 31 9, ■ as an adequate allowance for the fupport of the Nizamut, which is to be 
regularly paid as follows,' viz. the fum of- rupees, 1,778,854 1, for all my houfe- 
hold expellees, fervants, &c. and the 'remaining fum'of rupees 3,607,277 .8, for the 
maintenance of fuch h'orfe. Sepoys, Peons, Bercundaffes, &c. as may. be. thought 
neceflary for niy Sewaury,' and the fupport of my dignity only, , fhould fuch an expence 
hereafter- be found neceflary to be kept up, but on no account ever to exceed that 
amount ; and having a perfedt reliance oh Maeen ul Dowla, I defire'_he may have the 
difburfing of the above fum of rupees, 3,607,277 8, for the purpofes before-mentioned. 
This agreement by the blefling of God, I' .hOpOwill be inviolably obferved, as long 
as the Englilh Company’s faftories. continue in Bengal. 

. ‘ ' -Fort William,' the 30th 'Septeriiber, 1765. ' " ; ” « 

- f ' f A true Copy.). • ■ 

ALEXANDER '.CAMPBELL, S. S. C. 


■ ■ 7No. iSi. \ - y'’- 

To the Honourable the Mayor’s Court, at Calcutta, , at Fort William, in Bengal. 

^he intended Petition of the .Honourable Harry Verelf and Francis Sykes y of 
' ’ Calcutta, Efqrs.. . i -' . 

r Parfeek Arratoon, by his Attorney,:--, - Plaintiff^ ■ ■' 

In the caufe 4 ' ' againll. . . ■ . 

Tom Lewis and others, ~ :I).efendants, . ■ , ; . 

■ 'Shevveth, , ‘ ' ' 

• That Tom Lewis, of Calcutta, ‘merchant, forne time pall w'as employed as agent by 
your petitioners up "the country in buying and, felling of goods aiid merchandize, and, 
hi the .courfe of trade, purcha'fed a quantity of fait of the plaintiff’s agents, 'ovGomal- 
tahs, at Nattoor, on account Of your petitioners; and foipe tinie pall, a fuit was com- 
menced in this Honourable 'Court by one Parfeek Arratoon, 'by his attorney Petrufe 

Arratoon, of Calcutta, Armenian, againll the ‘faid Torn Lewis and Ramfunder, and 

feveral others by name, and others who 'fiould .aftenvards appear to be , any ivays 
interefted or concerned- regarding the legality -.of the bargain made for the - faid fait; 
to which faid bill the faid Tom. Lewis -and 'Ramfunder -d'ere ferved with procefs to ap- 
pear and anfwer, who accordingly appeared and put in their anfwers, to which the plain- 
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■ tiff replied and' the faid defendkits, Lewis and Ramfnnderj rejoined ; and the plaintiffs 

' proceeded' t.o an examination of divers witneffes, without any regard to the faid other 
defendants,, who were on the, fpot, and had never been ferved with procefs. 

And ■ your petitioners further llrew, that when the plaintiff was about' examining his 
\vitncffes, he applied to your petitioner, Harry Verelft, in order to have the -matter 
fettled by an-amicable determination of fome gentlemen of this place, in order, as he 
faid, to fave expence and trouble to this Honourable Court ; and, at the fame time, 
gave your petitioner to underftand, that the faid fuit fhould be flayed until the faid 

• arbitration lliould be finally agreed upon. That your petitioner, Harry Verelfl, has 
fince been indifpofed ; and. the arrival of the Europe fliips hath prevented him from 
attending to the faid fuit, of which the plaintiff took an unfair advantage, by getting 
the faid caufe fet down to be heard, when, at the fame time, he was treating with 
your petitioner about an amicable determination ; and your petitioner had ordered the 
witneffes proofs and vouchers to be fought for, in order to be examined into by the 
arbitrators ; but your petitioner'was greatly furprifed on hearing of the proceedings of 
the plaintiff, and the means he ufed to bring on the caufe to a trial. 

That your petitioner has fince had the perufal of the plaintiff’s bill, and is advifed, 
that the allegations therein fet forth are falfe and gronndlefs, and that the witnefles by 
him produced are of mean and low degree, .and hath reafon to believe that the oaths 
adminiftered unto them are not binding to their caff ; and, notvvithflanding the plain- 
tiff’s having deceived you petitioner in manner before fet forth, yet, as this Honour- 

• able Court are the guardians of our laws and liberties in thefe parts, and will not hear 
and determine matters of this moment without giving the concerned a hearing, when 
proofs and evidences are^ ready to be brought, and which your petitioners are ready to 
produce-: 

Therefore humbly praj*, that they may be at liberty to lay the faid proofs before 
this Honourable Court, and examine one or more witnefs or witneffes; that the 
defendants and all concerned, as well as the plaintiff’s may be heard, and the 
truth of the matter brought to light for the fatisfaftion of all parties, and that 
judgment of this Court may be had thereon. 

And your petitioners will ever pray- Bccr . 

(Signed) Whittall, Attornc}'.. 

Calcutta, Augull, 1768, 


No. 6d.- 


To the Honourable the Mayor’s Court, at Calcutta, at Fort Wilfiam, in Bengal,. , 


Between Petrufe Arratoon, adminiffrator of Coja Parfeek Arratoon, 7 
deceafed, . i 

And Ramnarrain, otherwifeMozundar, Tom Lewis, Ramfunderh 
Dewan, Sunker Seal,. Rhadakiftna Chowdry, Radacanto I 
Mozundar, Dindoyal Roy Ranflraw, Kittinarrain Bofe, f 
Mocheram Tagore, and Bolleram Tagore, J 


. Complainant,. 


Defendants,. . 


^he hianhie Petition. ^ ilie Defendant 'Tom Lewis, and' alja of Harry Vereljl 

and Fra?icis Sykes, Pfqrs. 

Sheweth, 

That the laid Coja Parfeek Arratoon did, on or about the fifteenth of September, 
one thoufantl feven hundred and fixty-feven, prefer his bill, of complaint in this. 

Honour- 
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, Plononrable' Court, againU your petitioner Tom Lewis and the other defendants above 
named, for a pretended demand of Arcot rupees fixty thoufand four hundred and thirty- 
two, on accounfof apurchafeof fait at Nattoor, or fome other place or places up'the 
r countrj', which the complainant would infinuate was forced from his Gomaftahs there* 

. to which bill of complaint your petitioner Toni Lewis filed hisanfwer, and other pro- 
ceedings in the faid canfc were had in this Honourable Court, , wherein the fame is ftill 
<iepending. / - • • . . 

_ And your petitioners humbly fliew, that they were each of them concerned one third 
: in the fait purchafed at Nattoor, or the other place or places up the country, as afore- 
faid, and that the fame was fairly bought and purchafed' at the then price at that 
- Aurung, of fome black merchants there,, whofe property the fame appeared to be,' 
and- no ways connedied with the faid Coja Parfeek Arratoon. That foon after the bar- 
gain was made, a fudden rife of fait happening in the market, the proprietors were 
defirous of being off . their bargain, w'hich occafioning a difference, the fame , was fub- 
, mitted to arbitration at Nattoor, ' and given iii favour of the purchafer. But the pro- 
prietors not fatisfied .with the' award (although they had figned bonds to abide by the 
fame) fought protedlion under the faid Coja Parfeek Arratoon, who preferred the bill 
of complaint herein before mentioned, in this Honourable Court,* againfl your peti- 
tioner Tom Lewis and the, other defendants above named, for a gi'eater quantity of 
fait than was delivered, and at a higher price than the market ever bore. That 
on hearing that the fuit was about to be brought to a hearing, without your petitioner. 
•Tom Lewis,' or his attorne}^ properly fupporting the fame by the tefdmony of wit- 
neffes who were acquainted with the juft tranfadtion ; and your petitioners Harry'Ve- 
. relft and Francis Sykes, being each (as aforefaid) one third interefted therein, your 
petitioner, Harry Verelft, requefted the hearing of the caufe might be poftponed until 
proper enquiries could be made into the true ftate of the cafe. That }m'ur petitioner, 
Harry Verelft had feveral conferences on ' the occafion with the- prefent complainant 
Petrufe Arratoon, who faid he would readily confent to an amicable arbitration of the 
matter, and rejieatedly offered and requefted your petitioner, Harry Verelft, to decide 
the fame himfelf, which he objedted to, being a party, concerned, but told the faid 
Petrufe Arratoon, that he would call down the witneffes from Nattoor, when he 
ftiould be glad to have the matter fettled by arbitration and the faid Petrufe Arratoon 
quite approving thereof, the witnefles, namely Kiftna Sarran of Nattoor, Vakeel, 
Ramfan of Nattoor, merchant, and Kittinarrain Bofe of Chandernagore, were fent for 
down to Calcutta, and their dcpofitlons there taken by Mr. John Bryer, the late exa- 
miner of this Honourable Court ; after which your petitioner, Harr)’-- Verelft-, requefted 
the faid Petrufe Arratoon would himfelf nominate the arbitrators, and he did accordingly 
noririnate Thomas Cooke and Jofeph Price, -of Calcutta aforefaid, merchants; and ar- 
bitration-bonds were thereupon prepared, and one of them executed by your petitioner 
Harry Verelft, and the attorney of your petitioner Francis Sykes ; bur, on tlieir being 
prefented to the faid Petrufe Arratoon, he refufed to execute his, unlefs the matter 
was to come before the Court upon the depofitions only which were in favour of the 
complainant; upon pretence, that although the depofitions of the faid three witneffes 
w’ere taken by the examiner, yet that the interrogatories were not properly filed, or 
marked filed, in this Honourable Court, or that they were taken without the com- 
plainant's having an opportunity of crofs-examining them ; which circumftances (if 
they were true) your petitioners were totally unacquainted with, arid cannot conceive 
from whence the fame could'arife, butw^hich, your petitioners humbly apprehend,- can 
by no means be attributed to them, who cannot be fuppofed to. be ' acquainted_with 
the forms required or preferibed by a court of judicature, but who. were defirous 

that every fair ftep fhould be taken for the benefit of all parties, and the proceedings 
. . .. ' • ilrould 
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fliould be conduflcd with the grcatcfl regularity, and uprightnefs. That, notwith- 
ftanding what has been alledged by the oppofite party, your petitioners humbly averj 
that the complainant knew that the faid three witneffes were prefent in Calcutta for a 
x;onfiderablc -time, and that therefore he mufl have had every opportunity of crofs-exa- 
mining them ; 'but to obviate every objeftion which the complainant can make, as far 
as is in the power of your petitioners, your petitioners arc ready and willing, at their 
own cxpcncc, to call the faid three witneffes down again to Calcutta, that the com- 
plainant may have an opportunity of crofs-examining them, and in order to do the com- 
plainant every juftice in their power, and to afeertain a true date of fafts. 

■\Vhcrcfore your pciitioners humbly pray, the dcpofitions of the faid three wit- 
neffes, fo taken by Mr. John Brycr, the late examiner of this Honourable 
■'Court as aforefaid, may be deemed and taken as part of the proceedings had 
in this caufc, and that jmur petitioners may have the benefit thereof at the day 
■of hearing; and that, if this Honourable Court fiiall fo think proper, the faid 
witncllcs may be, at 3'our petitioner’s cxpence, again called down to Calcutta, 
'in order that the complainant may crofs-examine them, or avail himfelf of 
every advantage he . can of their prefence; and that your petitioners may have 
, all fuch further and other relief in the premifes as unto this Honourable Court, 
•after due confidcration had thereof, may think meet or agreeable to equity. 


Calcuttn, the 4th May, 1770. 
(Signed) Scaly, Attorney. 
True Copy. 


And your petitioners Ihaill ever pray, &c. 


No. 63. 


'To the llonourahh yoJin Spencer, Prefsdent and Governor, ^c. GouncH 

of Fort William . ' 


The humble PETITION of the native Inhabitants of Calcutta, together widi the 
Merchants, Banyans, and others, whofc eftates, intereds, or habitations, are in any 
part of the kingdom of Bengal, Bahar, or Oriffa, within the jurlfdidlion of the 
linglifli. 

SIIEVETir, 

That whereas on, or about the 27th day of February lafi: pad:, Radachurn Metre, 
grandfon of Govindram Metre, heretofore of Calcutta, Jemmautdar, (whofe fteady 
attachment and fcrvices to the Englifli are too eminent to be foon forgot) was con- 
demned to death at the general quarter feflions of the town of Calcutta, there held On 
■tbe day and date aforefaid, being indidted for and convidfed of a crime of which he 
is intirely innocent ; but for want of being acquainted with the laws by which he was 
tried, as well as the manner of defending himfelf, and proving his iniiocence, is now 
fallen a vidlim to the malice of his profccutors and his own ignorance. 

Your petitipners, therefore, beg leave to fet forth the general confternation, afio- 
Tiifiiment, and even panic, with which the natives at all parts, under the denomination 
of tlie Englifli, arefeized by this example of Radachurn Metre ; they find themfelvcs 
.fubjedt to the pains and penalties of laivs to which they are utter ftrangers, and are 
liable, through ignorance, unwillingly to incur them ; as they are no ways interefled 
in thofc laws, they cannot tell when they tranfgrefs them, many things being, it feems, 
-capital by the Englifli laws, which are only fineable by the laws of your petitioner’s 

Z fore- 
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forefather’s, fubjedt to which they have hitherto been bred, lived, and been governed, 
and that, till very lately, tinder the Engliflt flag. 

Yonr petitioners flicw, that from their extreme ignorance of the laws to which they 
arc but fo lately fubjedted, they arc in danger of fuflcring much, front not knowing how 
to apply for thofe benefits and indulgcncics which they, arc advifed are by law allowed, 
and which they ought to have ; and, that the hill proceedings ngainll the unhappy 
Radachttrn Metre were, in many points, defedlive and jtrcmaiurc, and the fciitciico 
precipitate ; as there were many civcumftanccs that rctjviircd the niccll and moll fcrti- 
pulous exantination, and the ntoft. attentive confideration, heforc condemnation 
palled : And 3^our petitioners arc farther advifeil, that fuch fcntcncc ought not to 
have been palled till after the expiration of four days, a term allowed llie prlfoncr by 
law for arreding judgmcitt, and bringing his writ of error : and that it is, on that 
account, when a prifoncr is brought to the bar to receive fcntcncc, ilic judge always 
alks him — What he has to fay why judgment Ihoulcl not pafs ? A queflion that has 
more than mere matter of form in it ; for if he can flicw good and fufiieicnt cavifc, they 
will, on his proper reprefentation, rehear the matter, of which benefit in law the un- 
happy culprit was deprived, by the fcntcncc immediately following the vcrdidl. 

And farther your petitioners arc advifed, that the faid indidlmcnt was very erroneous 
and naught, and that the faid prifoncr could not have been arraigned thereon, liad he 
been , verfed in the laws to make his exceptions thereto. Lord Chief Jullicc Wales 
faying, that there is great cxadlncfs required in indi<£lmcnts where life is at flake,” 
and therefore very nice exceptions arc allowed thereto j and your petitioners farther 
fhew, that the whole of the evidence tended to prove a negative, which in J.aw is held 
impoffibleto be done. Farther your petitioners arc advifed, that the prifoncr iv.as tried 
for felony, though his crime, when proved to the full, is no more in law than a mif- 
demeanor ; for the forgery of a deed of gift, of mere pcrfonal chatties, is no way 
within the ftatute. “ Again, he who writes a deed in another name, and fcals it in 

his prefence, is not guilty of forgery, bccaufc the law looks on this as the other's 
“ own adl and that, when the jury recommended the jirifoncr to the mercy of the 
court, a due forbearance of the fcntcncc would have enabled him to have fet thefe 
and many other circumllanccs in their true light ; an advantage which lie has lofl; 
through his ignorance of the laws by which he was tried, and which muft ever be tlie 
cafe in future, unlefs the greatefl; care and circumfpcdlion be ufed by the judges, who 
are faid in law to be a council for the prifoncr. 

Your petioners, therefore, humbly pray this honourable Board to grant tlicin a 
rcveirfal of the faid fcntcncc, as it was pronounced out of time, and grant the prifoncr a 
rchearal; or, if that cannot be obtained, that they will, at Icafl, refpitc the execu- 
tion of the unhappy condemned creature, till rejioit be' made to his Majefly of Great 
Britain, and his mod gracious plcafurc be known thereon ; and farther your petitioners 
pray, that the laws to which they arc to be fubjeft, may be tranflated into the Bcngally 
tongue, that they may be enabled to know what will make them obnoxious thereunto., 

And your petitioners will ever pray. 

Dated Calcutta, Siccnccl by QC of thc principal native inhabitants 

. of Calcutta. 
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No. 64. 

-BiXtraB of a Letter from the Court of DireBors to the Prefdent and Coun- 
cil at Fort William in Bengal^ dated February 8 , 1 764 . 

Par. 23. As no agents or Gomaftahs are torefide, on account of private trade, at 
any of the inland parts of the countr)’', all bufinefs, on account of licenfed private trade, 
is to be carried on by and through the means of the Company's covenanted fervants, 
refident at the feveral fubordinate fadlories, as has been ufuai. 

24. We are under the neceffity of giving the beforegoing orders, in order to pre- 
ferve the tranquility of the country, and harmony with the Nabob'; they are rather 
outlines than complete diredtions, which 3^011 are to add too and improve upon, agree- 
able to the fpirit of, and our meaning in them, as may be necelTary to anfwer the 
defired purpofes. And if any perfon or perfons are guilty of a contravention of 
them, be they whomfoever they ma}^, . if our own fervants, they are to be difmilTed 
thefeihdce; if others, the Compan3’’s .protedtion is to be withdrawn, and 30U have 
tire liberty of fending them forthwith to England, ' if 3'OU judge the nature of the 
offence requires it. . 

No. 55. 

ExtraB of Fort William Cofifultations, dated May ^d, 1764 . 

It is the opinion of the Board, and — ^Refolved, That all the Europeans, Portuguefe 
natives, and Armenian agents, who are now up the countr)^ fliall have notice given 
' them to fettle their concerns, fo as to return to Calcutta by the 30th of November 
next ; and that, after that time, no European fhall be permitted to go up the coun- 
' tr}’’, under any pretence whatfoever, or any other agents be employed in our trade 
but Bengal natives. 

No. 66 . 

ExtraB of Fort William SeleB Committee froceedmgSt dated May nth, 1765 . 

The Seledt Committee obferving with regret the contempt flrewn for the pofitive 
• and repeated orders of the Governor and Council, for recalling free merchants re- 
ading up the counti*}’', — ■ ' 

Refolved, that the former orders on that head be now enforced, and letters difpatchdl 
to the chiefs of the feveral fubordinates, requiring of them, at the expiration of one' 
month after notice given, to convey in fafety to Calcutta all who refufe to comply 
with a meafure fo falutary to the Compan}’", and necelTary to the peace and good or- 
der of the country. 

Being Informed alfo, that a great number of Europeans, ftragglers from Ihips, 
and others, who have no claim from indentures to any lhare of the Company’s pro- 
tection, are varioully emplo3'cd up the countr}’-, and difperfed all over the Nabob’s 
dominions, to the great prejudice of the Company and moleltation of the natives ; — 

Refolved, They be immediately fecured, and brought to Calcutta. The Committee, 

. finding Ibme difficulty in procuring an exaCt account of the names of fuch Euro- 

Z 2 peans, 
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pcans,— Agreed, that the chiefs of the fubordinate faftorics be made acquainted with 
the refolution of the Committee, and required to tranfmit, without delay, the mdil 
accurate lifts in their power of all Europeans not immediately in the Company’s fer- 
vice, who refide in or about their refpedtive diftridts. 

No. 67. - ' 

'E^^lrizSi of "Boft Wtlliain ConfiiJtatlons, dated May' 1 3///, 1 765. 

.’Phe Prefident laj's before tlie Board an extradb of the proceedings of a Select Com- 
mittee, held the nth inftaht, containing their refolutions for enforcing the orders of 
the Board for recalling to the Prcfidcncy the free merchants and others, refitline ur> 
the country. 

No. 68. 

BoitraSt of DittOy dated the 20th following. 

Agreed hhd ordered j in confeque'nce of the proceedings of the Sclodt Committee 
laid before the Board laft council day, That public advertifement be made, enforcing our 
"orders already given for the return of thc Engliflr, Portuguefe, and Armenian agents, 
Employed in the diffcreiit parts of the country, to the Prcfidcncy j and requiring ail 
whoever moft ftridtly to arrive by the lirft; of Auguft, and their cbnftitucnts to give 
them due notice accordingly. 

No. 69. 

BxtraSi 'of'Fort William SeleSi Committee proceedings y dated June i \th» 1765." 

Received a letter from the chief and Council at Dacca, dated the gth inftant, fet- 
ting forth the prejudice that muft arife to the affairs of the gentlemen of that faftory, 
ftiould the order for recalling free merchants be immediately enforced. 

Agreed, That four months beyond the’ time limited in thofc orders, be allowed to 
theirYcvcral agents,' and that wc write them to this effedt. 

' No. '70. 

'ExtfaB of DittOy dated the 2\f folloissing. . 

Meffrs. Vanfittart and Piowrnan fetting forthun a letter to the Committee, the tofs 
. that muft arife to * Mr. Henry Vanfittart, fliduld his agent, Mr. I-Iargrave, at Rung- 
poor, be recalled at the time required by the late order of the Committee, and requeft- 
' jng that'an indulgence of three or four months longer' may be granted : — 

Agreed, that the fecretary acquaint them that Mr. Hargrave will be allowed -four 
months from this date, for collefting Mr. Vanfittart’s affairs ; and that he likewife 
■inform all, who may apply in future, that the Committee are refolved to fee the Com- 
pany’s orders rigidly enforced at the expiration of this period. 

■Mr. Skinner fends in a letter on' the fame fubjedt 

•Ordered, his requeft be granted, and that the fecretary acquaint him of the above- 
■ meriffoned’ refolution. 

Received a' letter from Mr.' Scotney at Patna, reprefenting to us the prqtudice it 
woiilS be to his own affairs, as well as thofe of his conftiruents, fhould he be obliged 
to rOturn to Calcutta in the fpace of one month, Mt. Scotney’s reprefentation being 
thought difrepedtful and improper ; — . ' 

' Ordered, 


® late Governor 'Vanfittart, 
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OrcVcrecl, The fccrctary write him in anfwer, that fuch applications, it is expefted, 
Hiould be made in terms more moderate, and refpeaful but drat, influenced hy np 
uonflcleration of the manner in which he chofe to aik>for an allowance of time, we agree 
to grant him Tour months' longer from this date, for collefting his .affairs ,; at. the ex- 
piration of which he is required to repair to Calcutta, without farther .notice. . , 

No. 71. 

'-Ex trust of Fort William SeleStCojnmittce proceedings, dated Aiigujl loth, J.765. 

On the 26th ultimo, the fccrctary was direfted to write to .all the chiefs of -the fub- 
ordinates, enclofing an advertifement for recalling all free merchants, and other Euro- 
peans, by the 21(1 Odfober next, and alfo to fixup the faid advertifement on the'Cburc- 
.iioufc, and odrer public places in Calcutta. 

No. 72.. 

ExtraB of Ditto, dated OBoher ^th, 1765. - 

Obferving drat our orders to the chiefs of the fubordinates, to fend lifts to the 
Committee of all Europeans refiding within their fcveral diftrifts who are not in’ the 
Company’s fervice have been ncgledtcd ; 

Rcfolved, That we now repeat the above orders, requiring them pofitively not only 
to fend the mofl. accurate lifts in thcir.powcr, but the perfons themfelves to Calcutta, 
-by the 2 ill inflant, at which time the Company’s protedtion will abfolutely ceafe, and 
they muft ftand -to all dre confequcnccs of being left entirely in the power of the coun- 
try government. 

No. 73. 

ExtraB of a Fetter from the Court ofDireBors, to the Frefident and Council 
at Fort iVilliam in Bengal, dated December 176.5. 

■P Ait. 1 6. We think it ncccflirry to ■c{labliflr,’.that.all trade to be carried on 'Wi thin 
-provinces where fadtories arc eftabliflred, llrall be carried on by our fervants at fuch 
Tadtories, and their agents only, who fliall tranfadl the .bufinefs of our other fervants, 
•on receiving the eflablifhed commiffion ; and on any refufal to accept fuch commif- 
;flon, or any tendency to monopolize, the fervants of Calcupa, or other parts,, are at 
diberty to fend their own black Gomaftahs ; who are, ncverthelefs, to be accountable 
•for their condndt to the Company’s fervants, within whofe jurifdidtion they refide. 
All diftridts not comprehended within the jurifdidtion of each fubordinate, ,lhall .be 
-eonfidered as within the jurifdidlon of the Board of Calcutta. 

No. 74. 

FxtraB of Fort William SeleB Committee proceedings, dated February 19///, 

1766. 

Read the following ' letter from Mahomed Reza Cawn, to. the Right .honourable 
lord Clive, Prefident'and Governor, &c. gentlemen of the Seledt Committee. 

“ MY LORD AND GENTLEMEN, 

The Zemindars of the Purgunnahs ofRadfhy, and other diftridts. of the Subah of 
Bengal, - complain that- the fadtories - of -Englifli gentlcmcn.in-.the'-Purgunnahs are ma- 


■* Afling minifler to the Nabob of Bengal.- 
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, and their. Gomaftahs are Iii all places, and' in every village almdft throughout the 
^orovince - of. Bengal •, that -they trade in linen,- chunam, mudard-feed, tobacco, tur- 
meric,- oil, ficei hemp,' gunnies, ■ wheat,^ &c.' in Ihbrt, in all forts of grain,.linen, and 
whatever other commodities are produced in the courjtry. That,; in order to purchafe' 
thefe articlesf- they -fofeedh'cif'mohey on thb Ryots; and -having,. by: thefe oppreffive 
means, bought their goods at a low rate, they oblige the inhabitants and fliopkcepers 
to take them at a high price, exceeding 'what is paid in the market. That they do 
not pay the cuftoms due to the Sircar, but ,are guilty of all manner of feditious and 
'injurious a£ts ;- for inft'ance, 'when, at any time, the Malguzarry is demanded -of the 
Taalookdars, R3mts, .&c. lubjects of the. Sircar, the aforefaid Gomaftahs, under pre- 
tence of debits due, or accounts' to be fettled, do hot let th'em go, or'fufFer the revenue 
•to be taken from them ; and upon complaints, and at the inftance of lying informers, 
and bnfe men, they place their Peons over the Ryots, and involve them in a variety of 
troubles. That by preffing people into their fervice> and impofing many and divers 
commands on the officers of government, the .inhabitants, the tradefmen, and others, 
they ruin every body, and reduce the villages and Gunges to a ftate of defolation. 

“ It is by thefe iniquitous pra(^dces that the people, of the country have been ruined 
and driven to flight, and that the revenues of the Sircar have been injured. There is 
.nothing of worth .left in the countr3^ .If juftice be not done in this cafe, how will it 
be poflible, in future, to colledt the duties of the government or its revenues ? 

“ AH 'the Zemindars make the fame complaint; and what I have herein written,' is 
only, an abridgment of the accounts given at large by them of violence and oppreflion. 

As it is requiffte for the profperity of the country, and the v/ell-being of the in- 
habitants, alfo for the obtaining the full revenues and duties, that the poor, &c. have 
juftice done them, and that difturbances be put an end to ; . I have, therefore, repre- 
fented thefe' matters to you, gentlemen of the Committee, that whatever lhall appear 
equitable, you will confider on and put in execution.” 

It appearing from this reprefentatioh of fadls, fupported by a nunrber of corro- 
borating circumftances, that the bufinefs of government has fuffered great obftruc- 
tion, and the public revenue been confiderably injured, from the privileges afl'umed 
and exerted by Gomaftahs, employed in different- parts of the country by the Com- 
pany’s covenanted fervants ; — .... 

Agreed, therefore, that we recommend 'to the Board, to prohibit, under thefevereft 
penalties, all Company’s fervants, whether refiding at the prefidency, thefubordinates, 
or the Aurungsi, from yielding countenance, - llielter, or protection, to any of. their 
Gomaftahs, who fliall interfere direftly or indireCtly with the affairs of government ; or,- 
upon 4iny pretence whatever, give impediment or obftruClion to the officers of the 
revenue, in levying the collections of the fcveral diftriCts comnritted to their charge ; 
and that in all matters , of difpute or difference, rvbereby the revenues can poffibly be 
affeCted, their Gomaftahs, or conftituents, lhall apply to the government for redrefs ; 
and, in cafe of refufal, to the refident at the Durbar, or the .chief of the neareft fub- 
ordinate, who fhall apply through the regular channel, the Governor and Council, 
or the Select Committee. 

No. 75. . . 

ExtraB. of a Letter from the Court of Bire 6 iors to lord Clive, dated May 

. iph, 1766. 

Pah. 9. We have had too much occafton to remark thetyrannicandoppreffiveconduft 
of all European agents who have got away from under the eye of the Prefidency ; and 
•we wifti your lordfliip would make it an object of your confideration how to confine 
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the faid Europeans as much as poflible to.the.Prefidency,. and to thofe fubordinates 
where the largcncfs of the invellmeiit may require it to be conduced by covenanted 
fervants preferable to Gomaftahs. 

No.'.yd. 

ExtmSf of Fort William Coiifultatio 7 ts, dated f tine <)th, 1766. 

Ordered, That notice be affixed at the ufual places of advertifement, requiring all 
perfons entitled to Diiftucks to fend- in to‘thc;Prelident lifts of their Gomaftahs in, the 
different parts of the|country, diftihguiffiing , the place of their felidehce, the Tervice 
they are employed on, with the time required for that fervice, that they may be fur- 
niffied with Purwarinahs accordhigly. , ... 


No. 77. . 

ExtraSl of ditto, dated Auguf z^thi 1766. ; . - 

' ' - - j - r ' ■ . . : I ' i * , . » 

Letter from the refident at Benares, dated the 12th inftant, read, acknowledging 
the receipt of our letter of the 28th ultimo, enclofing a letter from. Mr.;Bolts, in an- 
fwer to our orders regarding him, acquainting us, that as he is not fenfible it is in his 
power to comply with that part of our inftmftions which requires him to take care Mr,. 
Bolts does not exceed the time preferibed, he lhall wait our farther commands before 
he ventures to take any ftep in fo delicate an affair. . ^ 

Letter from Mr. Bolts, inclofed in the above letter' from Mr. Sage, read, fetting forth his 
rcafons for having ftaid at Benares beyond the time we limited him to, and requefting 
us to indulge him with a longer ftay to fettle his own and tire affairs of his conftituents, 
which he reprefents to be extremely intricate. — 

Agreed, we w'rite in anfwcr to Mr. Sage, that we did not imagine him fo little ac- 
quainted with the nature of our orders as to-be’ in doubt how far it behoved him to put’ 
them into execution; that, notwithftanding what Mr. Bolts.: alledges- in his letter,, 
we are well aftlired, that, inftead of making- it his bufinefs to fettle his affairs at Benares, 
rvhich was the foie rcafon- for his being permitted to return thither, he entered into nezv 
concerns ; that he is, therefore, to inform Mr. Bolts, that we are determined our orders 
lliall not be trifled with, and that he is to confider himfelf as'fufpended the Company’s 
fervice, from the 28th of this month, for not complying with our politive injundtions 
for his return to Calcutta. However, in confideration of the plaulible reafons which 
he now, for the firft time, affigns, he is farther to acquaint Mr. Bolts, that, provided- 
lie arrives in Calcutta by the loth of Odtober, his fufpenfion will betaken off; and, if 
for this purpofe, he does not leave Benares by the ifl; of Odtober,, he is to. fend Him 
away by force.. 


No. 78'.. 

ExtraSf of Fort William Sel'edl Committee proceedings, dated September i otky 

1766. 

Daily complaints arriving of violence and infults offered to the fervants of the Go- 
vernment, and the agents of private merchants, by the Company’s fervants refiding at 
the different Aurungs, 

Refoived’,, 
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Aui:ungs' all Company's fcrvants ancV o'llic^ 
die ncceflaiy authority to the government, 
fufFcr only the fcrvants cmployecl at the fac- 
tories of Patna, : Dacca, Coffimbazar, and Chittagong, V'ith the aflifiants to the Supra- 
vifor of Burdwan and Midnaporc, .to remain up the country. ' 



No. 79. 


Haying, in our proceedings of the iptli of February laft, Rcfolvcd, That no 
Gomaftahs employed by the Company's fcrvants, or other Europeans trading under 
licences from the Company, fliould in-future interfere diredtly or indircdtly with affairs 
relating to the government ; and alfo that fuch Gomaftahs fhould, in all difputcs 
•with 'the country peoplh,' apply; fpf.'redrfifs and jufticc,' to, .the, chiefpf the neareftfubor- 
dinate, to the minifters,' to tlfe refident at the Durbar,' or to the Council, or Selcd: 
'Committee. ' - ‘ 1' ' • ; ■ - '•' ■ ' 

And it being now the intention. of this Committee to fulfil, in the moft cficftual 
manner, the honourable. Company’s inftruftions rcfpcdling thc inland trade, and to 
remoye all caufe of diftu'rbance.and oppfeffion committed in the interior country under 
fandtion of the Englifli name • ' 

Refolved, That in future all Gomaftahs^; whether employed on account of the Com- 
pany or individuals, ftiall -ftrldlly ' refrain from interfering in any matters that may 
tend to interrupt the collcdtions, of difturb thc bufinefs of the government. 

That they fliall fcrupuloufly avoid taking cognizance of any difputcs ‘ or diftcrenccs 
that they may have with the country people, or aflliming to thcmfelvcs any degree of 
judicial, authority; , ' ; ... 

That in all fuch points of difFerence and 'dlfpute, yyhether with refpedt to trade or. 
•otherwife, they fliall appeal 'firft to the neateft .officer of the government .j and, in 
•cafe of delay orrefufal of redrefs from him,- they fliall then lay their complaint before 
Mahomed Reza Cawn^ or the refident at the Durbar, or the Council, or the Seledt- 
•Committce. 

That whoever flialbbe found deviating from the evident meaning ;and intent of this 
■Refolutibri, (acopy of which will be font to Mahomed Reza Caivn, and to the refident 
at the Durbar) fhall immediately forfeit their, employment and die ' Company’s pro- 
teddon, and likewife be fubjedt to fuch farther punifliment as the Council -or Com- 
mittee may think proper to inflidt. ■ , 

That, to prevent any interruption to trade, Mahomed Reza Gawn be defired to 
iflTue orders to all offieers of the government, to yield every poffible icncouragement to 
iicenfed trade, and to the bufinefs of thofe Gomaftahs who fliall duly confine themfelvcs 
to the above reftriddons. - . , ’ ; ^ 

' Alfo that Mahomed Reza Cawn be defired to diredt die officers of the government 
to call upon all - Gomaftahs to regifter their Perv/annahs, or licences of trade, and 
'Duftucks, at the head Cutcherree of the Aurung, *or diftridt, whei-e they refide ; and 
iikewife to order the public officers of each Aurung, or diftridt, to fend him a regular 
monthly return of all Perwannalis or Duftucks fo regiftered. 

Notice having already . been given, purfuarit to our refolution of the 19th of Febru- 
ary laft, that all Gomaftahs ifhoiild apply to the Prefident for Perwannahs, and the 
allowance of time for that purpdfe'belng now deemed fully fufficient,— 

' Agreed, 


"ExtYaB ' df Kdrt \ SeleB Cmimktee -p'occcdingsi^ OSioher 


/Refpived,- that we call, down froni.the 
Europeans, as the only means of fccuring 
and protcdlion to individuals ; and that we 
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Agreed, That Mahomed Reza Cawn be dcfircd to ifluc orders to the officers of the 
government, to call upon the Gomaftahs in the different parts of .the provinces im- 
mediately for their Perwannahs ; and to fend all perfons, who cannot produce a pro- 
per aurliority for their trade and refidcncc, wirhout delay to Calcutta. 

And, farther, to prevent all frauds ariffng from counterfeit and forged Duftucks, — 

Agreed, The cuffom-maffer be dircAcd to make a monthly return to the rcfident 
nt the Durbar, of all Duftucks and Perwannaihs entered in his office ; the fame to be 
'Communicated to the mlniftcrs, wiicreby they may be able to detedt all impofition and 
fraud, bycomjtaring the monthly returns from the cuftom-houfc with thofc made from 
ihe Aurungs, fkc. 

No. 80. 

HxtraB of a letter from the Court of DircSlors to the ScIcSl Committee^ at 
Fort William^ in Bengal ^ datcJ November 2\fy 1766. 

Par. 14. We arc well plcafcd to remark your attention to our orders, in calling down 
the free merchants. Their proper employment is in the fca-fcrvicc, as Captains and Su- 
pra-cargoes in the country trade, or fettled as merchants at Calcutta; and if hereafter 
we find any infringement of our ortlers in this refpedV, -we ffiall aflurcdly fend for them 
home, and teftify our difplcafurc at thofc who have protedted them, or permitted 
them to go up the countr)'. We arc determined to have as few Europeans as poffiblc 
about the country. You arc to keep to the fpirit of thefe our refolutions as much as 
poffiblc ; for we liave the ftrongeft; fenfe of the injuries the natives have fuffered from 
having Jiingliftimcn cxcrcifing an , authority over them. 


No. Si. 

FxtraSi of Fort IfilUam ScIcB Committee proceedings, dated February 1 1 tli, 

1767* 

Upon revifal of the proceedings of the gift Odtober laft, relative to the regula- 
tion ofGomoflah’s, — 

Agreed, We make the following addition to our former orders, viz. That the refi- 
■dent at the Durbar be diredted to recommend to the minifters their obliging all the 
■officers of the fcvcral diftridts to fpccify, in the returns they make to the government, 
■fuch Perwannahs as have expired, in order that the minifters may be able to afeertain 
the number of Perwannahs now in force, without which it will be difficult to prevent 
frauds and impofitions. 

Repeated orders having been ifttied for recalling to the Prcfidency all Europeans 
who arc not employed by the honour.ablc Company, or furnilhed with a licence from 
the Council or the Governor; and information being now received that divers vagrants 
are difjicrfed over the countr)' in contempt of the above orders, — 

Refolved, That we write to the fubordinatc fcttlements and the commanding officers 
of the brigades, to feize, and lend down under a guard, all Europeans who are not duly 
authorifed by a written licence from the Board or the Governor, to refide out of the 
Prcfidency. 


A 9. 


Exlratt 
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No. 82. 

HxtvaB of a Id ter from Colonel Smith to the SelcSf Commit tee" at Fort William, 
dated Ilcad-^Kirtcrs, near Keir-abad, fanuary yl, 1768. 

There is one clrcumftancc which it is nccdlhry I ilioulcl now juft touch on, bc- 
enufe it requires a fpeedy rciuccly; I fliall enlarge u])on ii hereafter. Tlic Nabob rc- 
prefented to me the great inconveniences which arife from the Gomaftahs and depen- 
dents of EngHHi gentlemen refiding in his dominions, particularly at Gurrackpore, 
Mirzapore, and in the Zemindarry at Benares and Ghazepore ; that he was extremely 
tender in exerting his authority over any of ihofc who even afliimcd thcEnglifli name, 
notwithllanding, that thefe people were guilty of many impofitions and extortions on his 
fubjcdls, as well as defrauding him of his duties. Now, as he had received repeated 
affuranccs from the Prefidcncy, that no private trade fliould be carried on in his domi- 
nions, fo he requefted, that 1 would not only exert my power to free his country from 
the Armenians and Bcngals in the fervicc of individuals, but that I would alfo repre- 
fent the fame to you, fo that eni-dlual means might be taken for their cxpulfion. Sen- 
■fiblc ofthcjuftice of this reprofentntion, I did not hefitate to affurc him, that nothing 
was farther from the dcfign or ajiprobation of the Englifli Sirdars ; that I had heard 
our Prefident made it a point neither to grant Duflucks nor Perwannahs into his ex- 
cellency’s dominions ; that no confKlcration whatfoever could induce the Englillt 
chiefs to fuffer the advantages or emoluments of individuals to be the means of giving 
him the moft diftant caufc of uncafincfs or concern. I affured him of my ready con- 
currence in every mcafurc to fupprefs this growing evil,, and would reprefent it in the 
flrongcft manner to the Committee, that clfcdlual meafurcs might be taken to remove 
it ; and defired that he would apprehend all thofc who were guilty of any impofition in 
our name, which, fo far from giving vnnbragc to the Englillr Sirdars, wovddbc 
cRccmed a favour conferred on us. I farther added, that, to convince his excellency 
how dcfirous.I was to ftrike at the root of this evil, on my return to Allah-abad, it 
flrould be my care, that the Perwannah he himfclf had granted to Illimacl Beg, (one of 
his own fubjcdls) for the cxclufivc privilege of making faltpctrc on account of the 
Englifli gentlemen, and upon condition that he furniflicd the Nabob with whatever 
■quantity he wanted at prime coft, fliould be returned, that he might be convinced no 
private advantage whatfoever could weigh with an Englifliman, which might, in the 
remotefl; degree, afledt the public. The Nabob fliid, in anfwcr, “ That he cfleemed 
this as a frcfli inftance of attention and regard.” 

' As I have been informed bf thefe circumftances not only from the N.abob, but Rajah 
Bulwant Sing has alfo reprefented to me the late frequency of Englifli Duflucks and 
Englifli Perwannahs, it is but too ajiparent, notwithflandiiig the rcfolutions of the 
Prefidcncy, that there is an abufe in this matter. I do, therefore, mofl carneftly ro 
•commend to the Committee, that they will enter upon the moft vigorous mcafures for 
entirely abolifliing a fyftem fo fraught with pernicious confequcnccs, and which very 
fyrtem had fo lately proved almofl fatal to the Company’s ivelfare in Bengal.” 


Extrati 
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No. 83. ■ 

ExfraB of Fort SeleB Conmiittee proceedings y dated February ibilf 

' 1768. 

‘ Notwithftanding the orders which have been iflued to the chiefs and refidents of 
fuhordinatc fadtorieSj, and to the commanding officers of the brigades for apprehend- 
ing and fending down to the prefidency every- European they may find trading about 
the country without permiffion, the Committee with aflonimment obferve that there 
are fome perfons ftill purfuing this pradtice' witliout moleflation ; it is, therefore, Re- 
folved to ilTue pofitive orders to the fubordihates and brigades, and to enjoin tlrerri 
to a ftridt obedience to our honourable mafters commands. 

. No. 84; - 

FxtraB of Fort William SeleB Copimittee proceedings, dated February 23^, 

1768. 

The Committee being determined to put an effedtual ftop to the granting of Duf- 
tucks and Perwannahs for conveying of private merchandize mto, Sujah al Dowlah’s 

dominions under the fandtion of the Englifli : ' • ' • ” ^ - 

Agreed, we write to the chiefs of Coffinibazar and Patna, forbidding them to 
grant either Duftucks or Perwannahs to any perfon whomfoever, and directing them 
to recall all the Gomaftahs without dela)^, who may be trading therein with fuch, 
•Duftucks or Perwannahs given them from thofe fadtories. 

No.. 85. 

Copy of a letter frojn Mr. Verelf to the Nabob Sujah al Dowlahy dated 

Fort William, February zyth, 1768. 

• I am much furprized to learn from Colonel Smith, that divers people, taking the 
name of Englilli Gomaftahs, have been guilty of great villanies and extortions in* 
your excellency’s country ; of this I was entirely unacquainted, or I would have en- 
deavoured to have remedied it ; nor has any one any authority from me, nor will I 
in future give any, either for trade or refidene'e in your oxcelleney’s country. I muft, 
therefore, make it my particular requeft that, fliould any one take the Englifli name 
as a fereen for his mal-pradtices, you vdll immediately caufe him . to be apprehended 
and fent hither, that his falfhood may meet its due puniffiment. You canndt-oblige 
me more than by detedling thefe inipoftors, ' I write tliis fo pofitively and ftfongly^ * 
that you may fee how very attentive I am to cut off. all occafion of uneafinefs to you. 

No. 86. 

Copy of a letter from Mr. Verelf fo Rajah .Bulwant Sing, dated Fort Wil - , 

Ham, February 27//1, 1768. 

■I cannot help being aftoniflied to find, from Colonel Smith’s letters, that Duftucks ’ 
and Perwannahs, under the Englifli name, are current in your diftridts, and that 

• A a z Go- 
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Gomaftalis commit frequent extortions anti op))rcfiions under that fnndkion. After 
the plain diredions which I gave yovu- Vakeel ..at Mur/licd-abad, I am very much 
furprized that you lliould have ncgled;cd to inform me of thefe pradiccs. I now, 
therefore, pnfiiivcly write to you, iJiat I will neither grant myfclf, nor fiiOcr others 
to grant^ any 'Duiluck with the Itnglifli fcal, for the conveyance of goods to atiy 
part of Sujah al Dowlah’s territories, only 'for fuch necen'arics as may be occafionallv 
going to the array : and I muft farther dired you to tranfmit me a copy of all Duf- 
tucks for neccffarics, the inftant they come to your hands, that no room for evafion. 
or pretext may remain. , As I have, frequent comjilaints from the Nabob Sujah al 
Dowlah, that divers people. afliimc the name of , Engliflr Gomaftahs ; I therefore de- 
lire that you would iflue pofitivc orders throughout your dillrids, for all fuch olTendcrs. 
to withdraw thcinfclves without delay; and you will immediately caufc Coja Mcl- 
combe, and Coja Gregory, and a Bcngally, named Ram Sctchcr, to be fent down 
under confinement to Maha Rajah Scetabroy ; for none of thefe people have any title 
to refidence within the territories of the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah. 

. • V ■ ’ ■ . ’ ' . No, 87. 

of a letter from "Mr. IJare ( then fccond of the E7iglif faElory at 
Piatfia, and fince a member of the Council in Calcutta) to Mr. Verdf t dated 
PatnUi fanuary' i6th) 1768. , . 

?' ■' / „ ' 'a. 

t Long' before thefe gentlemen (MclTrs. Alex'andet and Jckyll) had any Gomafiah 
in Buhvant Sing’s country, the Rajah had farmed- the faltpctre bufincfs in the Sircar 
of Ghazepoor to my Gonojlah, Coja Gregory. 

pTitraB of ditto to ditto, dated February 2d, 

' . ■ . . -r. ■ , 

I did myfelf the honour of addrefling you, under date the 16th ultimo, fince whicli 
BulWanr'Sing. has taken a-.Mutchdlcah; from Coja Gregory, iuy Gomeifiab at Cborfa^ 
not to buy faltpctre. ’ ’ 

ExtraB' of ditto to ditto, dated March \itb, 1768. 

■c.' 

Till the receipt of ypur order,- under date the 24th ultimo, I was utterly- a flranger 
to this trade’s having'beerr prohibited either by the Company or the Selcd; Committee, 
to tlie regulations- of both which I have, at all times, paid the ftridlelf obedience; 
and what confirmed me in an opinion that it could not have been illicit, was the eager- 
nefs with which it was profecuted by feveral Company’s fervants at the fame time, and 
in theTame places. As to my having employed Armenian Gomafiahs in my fervice, I did 
not imagine that the Company’s orders relating to them were meant to extend beyond 
the provinces, efpecially as thefe very Gomafiahs were known to he employed by Mr. Bolts.. 
In obedience to your commandsj I have immediately ordered- them down ; but as a 
large furaof money is already advanced for different articles of trade, in that country, 

• ' - • muft 
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mull entreat your permiffion to -fend .aiBerigai GomaftaK to colledt in liiy outflanding 
debts,' and difpatch fuch goods' as are already pUrchafed'do^Vntd me 

No. 88. 

Ih'xrraSv of a letter from Captain Harper to Mr. Vereljl, dated Falz-abad^ 

March ij\.t/j, 1768. 

■ The‘Nab'ob‘has acquainted'me that fome people at Gurrackpore’ having taken npoh. 
thcLB to' fa)'' they are Gomatiahs to Englifli gentlemen, are guilty of many • irregulari- 
ties^' to- the prejudice of his fervants ; he has, therefore, applied to me for a guar cT 
of Sepoys 'to apprehend and bring them to Faiz-abad, that their behaviour may be 
enquired into. I have complied with the Nabob’s dehre, by fupplying him with a Je- 
madar and twenty Sepoys. It will not be improper, here, tq acquaint you, that there 
are feveral Armenians at Benares, and one or two at this place, who often make ufc 
of the Englifh name for a fandtion to the behaviour which they would not other- 
wife dare to pradtife. The Nabob has often told me that he would expel them his 
dominions, but I apprehend he will be tardy in doing this, as- I learn that they are 
yery conimunicative in what they hear from Calcutta; and which, with their owm- 
tmbellilhrncnts, is conveyed to the Nabob through Meer Mufliallah, who \yas for-' 
meriy Coffim Ally Cawn’s, and now his excellency’s phyfician ; and that it is by his 
influence the 'Nobob is diverted from putting his former defign of turning them out 
of his territories into execution. It is well known how deligning, and intriguing a 
let of people tlie Armenians are, and I do not think it improbable that if they are 
permitted to refide in the Nabob’s country, they may be the caufe of difpures with 
him. If you a])prove of writing to the Nabob on this fubjedt, I dare fay he will 
expel them, as he has already exprefled to me how glad he lliould be to have them 
turned away. 

No; 89. 

Copy of a letter from the Nabob St/jah al JDoxvlah to Mr. Ferelfy re-' 

ceived Ap 7 'tl "^d, 

' I have received your friendly letter by the hands of Captain Harper, and was re- 
joiced thereby. It is plain that my friendlhip with the Englilh Sirdars, and particu- 
larly with your excellency, is firm ; neither does it need the common phrafes of the 
world to fet it off. You alfo. have Ihewn yourfelf fo profufe of favours towards me, 
that I cannot find any expreflions equal to my fenfe thereof. I can only wifli that 
the Almighty may give our connexion daily ftrength, and our friendlhip hourly 
Warmth. Confidering what 5''ou write on the fubjedt of the Armenians, as proceed- ‘ 
ing from your perfedt cordiality, I am delighted therewith. What can be more 
luitable to our interefts, than that we Ihould mutually exert ourfelves in dIfarming all 

* Thcfe extrafls of Mr. Hare’s letters are given to teflify the attention and ready obedience that gen- 
tleman paid to the rcfolutions and public orders cf the Seleft Committee of Fort William, for the recall 
to the prefidency of all Armenians, Europeans, &c. employed as Englifli agents in the inland provinces t 
in contradiftiniSlion to Mr. Bolts’s behaviour on the like occafion. It is alfo worthy notice, that one of' 
Mr. Hare’s agents at this time, in Bulwant Sing’s country, was the very Armenian (Coja Gregory, or 
Gregore) that Mr. Bolts- alfo employed, and has fince inftigated to come to England, to fupport, with 
others, his own profecutions by a pretended accumulation of grievances : an Armenian who has endea- 
voured to impofe a belief before the Committee of the houfe of Commons, ibat he never afled as an 
Englifli Goniaftah of agent in Bulwant Sing’s dominions. Such is the credit due to Armenian faith. 

fuch 
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fuch as may be the abettors or autliors of evil ? In the affair of the faltpctrc, wliich 
was tlic lirfl:, every inquietude was removed, and every tliorn extrafted at once; but, 
by a momentary adverfion of your excellency’s regard, and now tliat you have written 
regarding Rafael and Ellevan, that matter is done. As they have feme outftanding 
debts incurred in the courfe of their bufinefs here, they .j^eiitioncd carncftly for two or 
three days refpitc to fettle their accoun(:s, after that they will no more prefume to rc- 
hde here. Rajah Bulwant Sing lias acquainted me with your excellency’s orders about 
the Armenians in thofe diftridts, 'and I have inflrudVed him to give im])licit obedience 
to whatever you fhall fignify on the occafion ; as whatever is agreeable to you, cannot 
fail of being fatisfadtory, I fay of being fatisfadlory to me. For the red, confidcr 
me as one felicitous after your welfare, and favour me with frequent accounts thereof. 

No. 90. 

Copy of a letter from Mr. Vcrclf to the Nabob Sujah al Dovclali, dated 

Fort William t April 26th, 1768. 

I am forty to inform 5'our excellency that, in confcqucncc of my letters to -you, 
concerning the Englifli Gomaflahs, and your orders thereupon, I find your officers 
have exercifed a feverity beyond what either of us intended ; they have feized and 
fent away man}^ without allowing them the lliorccft time to adjufl their affairs ; and 
others, from this kind of treatment, find it impoffiblc even to receive the debts laiv- 
fully due to them. As thefe Ioffes mud fall heavy on many individuals, I think it 
but jud to requed your excellency to indulge .them w'ith two months licence to with-- 
draw their effedts, and fettle their affairs ; and, at the fame time, give fuch orders to 
the officers of your dominions, that they may lend them all adidance for the more 
fpeedy difpatch of the matter. . • . . 

Noi 91. 

Extrabl of Foj't William Seledl Committee proceedings ^ dated April zyth, 1768. 

The Prelident informs the Committee, that orders have been iffued to the officers 
at the Chokeys, to differ all merchandize belonging to the natives of this countr}’’ to 
pafs, on their paying the cudomary duties. 

The Board -being fendble of the great difadvantages rcfulting from an immediate 
recall of all Gomadalis of individuals, trading in the countries of the Nabob Sujah al 
Dowlah and Rajah Bulwant Sing, under the fandtion of the Englidi name ; it is 
Refolved, to allow them to refide there for the fpace of two months, for the adjud- 
ment of the affairs of their condiments, and the colledtion of their outdanding bal- 
lances ; that they diall, on no account wffiatfoever, be allowed to engage in any new 
concerns, and that they fhall quit thofe countries immediately after the expiration of 
the time limited for their residence. 

And, in order to facilitate the adjudment of their affairs, as well as to prevent the 
frauds and other abufes to which fuch a redriiffion might otherwife expofe them, it is 
farther Refolved and Agreed, that the Prefident do inform Sujah al Dowlah and Bul- 
w'ant Sing, of thefe injundtions laid on all Gomadahs in their countries, and to requed 
they wall grant them every reafonable adidance they may require, for the fpeedy re- 
gulation of their concerns. 

. . Agreed, 
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' Agreed, that the foregoing refolution be laid before the Prelident and Council, 
and that we do recommend to them, to iflue their orders for effedtually preventing any 
trade being carried' on beyond the provinces, by Gomaftahs afluming the Englilli 
name. ' - , 

Ordered, That all the chiefs of fubordinates bo apprized of the Committee’s refo- 
lutions, concerning the recall of private Gomaftahs from the countries of Sujah al 
Dowlah and Bulwant Sing, 

No. 92. 

ExtraSl of Fort William Confultations, dated May i%th, 1768. 

“ The foregoing extradt of Cornmittee Proceedings being laid before the Board, and 
the Council unanimoufly concurring in the fame opinion, they diredted an advertife- 
ment to be publilhed accordingly.” 

Note. In reply to tlie charge of inconfiftency and partiality in thefe orders of the Selefl Committee, 
adduced by Mr. Bolts, we mufl obferve, that perraiflion was given to that gentleman, at his own 
requeft, to return to Benares in March 1766, and to refide there till the month of Oftober fol- 
lowing, which was two months more than the time he lirft foHcited. That in March 1767, he 
applied for letters to Sujah al Dowlah and Bulwant Sing, to aflift his Gomaftahs in clofing his 
mercantile concerns, which were readily granted by Mr. Verelft ; and that, notwiihftanding 
thefe and other repeated indiilgencies, his Armenian agents remained in the territories of Ghaze- 
pore and Oud to March 1768, when they were at length feized, after the moll undoubted proofs had 
been received, that Mr. Bolts was, contrary to his folemn promife, entering upon frelh engagements. 
Proofs which have been fince farther confirmed by his own confefiion before a Committee of the 
honourable houfe of Commons. Surely a juft diftinftion was made betwixt the agents of Mr. 
Bolts, and thofe of other gentlemen, who had not incurred any fufpicion of entertaining dan- 
gerous proje£ls, and who had notinfulted the Board, by a contempt of repeated orders. 

No. 93. 

FxtraB of a letter from the 'Nabob Sujah al Dowlah to Mr. Verelft » received 

Aiiguft iftt 1768. 

I cannot exprefs my thanks for the favour you have done me in putting an end to 
the Engliflr trade in my territories. May the Almighty long preferve you, for I havo 
{till greater expedtations from your friendfliip. 


No. 94. . - 

Franftation of a letter from Mejfrs. folmftone. Hay, and Bolts, to Meer Sheer 
Ally Cawn, the Fouzdar of Piir?iea j recorded on Fort IVilliajn Gonfulta- 
tions, Deceinber ^jth, 

Our Gomallah Ramchurn-Dofs, being gone into thofe parts, meets with obftruc- 
tions from you, in whatever bufinefs he undertakes ; moreover, you have publiflied a 
prohibition to this effedt, that whoever lliah have any dealing with the Engiilh, you 
. will feize his houfe, and lay a fine upon him. In this manner have j'ou prohibited 
the people under your jurifdidtion. We were furprized at hearing of this affair, be- 

. caufe- 
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caufc that the royal Firinaiin, wliich the Englifla nation is poflcfTccI of, is violatocl hy 
this proceeding ; but the Englifla will by no means fuficr, with patience, their Fir-' 
maun to be broke through. We therefore exped that, upon the receipt of this let- 
ter, you will take off the order you have given to the Ryots ^ and, in cafe of your 
not doing it, we will certainly write' to the Nabob, in the name of the Itnglifh, and 
fend for fuch an order from him, that you fliall reftore, fully and entirely, whatever 
lofs the Englilli have fuftained, or fliall fuftain, by this obflrudion; and that you 
fliall repent having thus interrupted our bufincfs, "in defpite of the royal Firinaun. 
After reading this letter, we are perfuaded you will defift from interrupting it, will 
nd agreeably to the rules of fricndfliip, and fo that your amity may a])pcar, and wall 
by no means flop'.the. Company’s Duflucks. 

No. 95. 

ILxtraSi of a letter from the Court of "DircElors to the Prefident and Council 
at Fort PViUiam in Bengal) dated Fcbniary SM, 1764. , 

Par. 7. The condud and behaviour of Mr. William Bolts, a fador, falling next 
under our. confideration, they appear, fo far as he was conneded with Mcflrs. John- 
flone and Hay, to be very improper; cfpccially in joining with them in an audacious 
and impertinent letter to the Fouzdar of Purnca, as it Hands on your Confultations 
of the 27th December 1762, and for which the Prefident recommended it to the 
Council to pafs fome cenfyre upon him. He appears, likew.ifc, to have been guilty 
of irregular pradices, in refped to carrying on his private trade : let him be called 
■into Council, and rcpriiuandcd according to his deferts ; and inform him,, if his con- 
dud is not more fatisfadory for the future, we iliall difmifs him from the fervkc. 

No. 96. 

'Extradi of 'Fort William Confultations ^ dated February i\th, 1766. 

2 \lr. Bolts fends in a letter, requefting permiffion to return to Benares in his former 
nation. ... . - ^ 

The Board do not think Mr. Bolts entitled to the indulgence he requefts, from his 
late condud at Benares, 'but that he may have permiffion to return thither in a private 
capacity to fettle his affairs, till the i-£l of July next. 

Agreed, he be advifedan anfwer accordingly. 

No. 97. 

•» 

Extradi f a detter from the Court of Dirediors to the Seledl Committee at 
Fort William in Bengal^ -dated M^y i^tli, iy 66 . 

Par. 48. You will obferve by the- general letter to the Prefident and Council ac- 
A;ompanying this, the very ample -powers we have entrufted you with, for preferring 
peace, tranquility,' difeipline, harmony, good order, and fubordination in Bengal ; 
powders which, we doubt not, you will make ufe of in fuch a mannei-, as will, in all 
'-circumftances, be moft for the Company’s intereft, as well as refled honour upon 
>yourfel.ves. 

Fxtradi 



X, 


A P P E '^N i) I 


No. 98. 

llxtraSi of Fort William Confultatmis, dated fidy iZili, 1766. 
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Mr. Bolts having exceeded the time limited in Confultation the ■24th February iaflj 
for his return to Calcutta from Benares ; — ■ 

Ordered, that Mr. Sage, the refident at that fadfoiy, be direfted to inform him, 
'that the Board arc difplcafed with the ncglcdt he has Ihewn to their orders ; that he is, 
therefore, to fend him down immediately ; and that, unlefs Mr. Bolts arrives in Cal- 
■cutta by the 28th Auguft, he will ftand difmifl'ed the fervice. 


No. 99. 

Fxtradi of Mr. Bolts's letter to the Governor and Council of Fort William t 

dated November loib, 1766. 

I propofe going to Europe as foon as I can fettle my private concerns.; which 
bufinefs, together with the employment to which your lordflrip, he. gentlemen have 
been pleafed to appoint me, as alderman in the Maj'^or’s Court, will engrofs the whole 
of my time ; I therefore humbly requeft permiffion to refign the fervice of the honour- 
able Company. 

No. ICO. 


ExtraB f Fort William Confidtations^ dated fanuary ^tli, 1767. 

Mr. Bolts having, had permiffion to refign the honourable Company’s ferv'ce, in 
confequence of his letter to the Board (of the loth November laft) and entered on 
the proceedings of the 24th following — 

Ordered, That intimation be given to him by the fecretary, that as he cannot claim 
any title to remain longer in India, he is pofidvely required not to engage farther in 
commercial concerns, and to prepare to embark for England in one of the Company’s 
returning fliips of this feafon. 

No. 10 1. 

dopy of a letter from Mr. Bolts to the Frefdent, &c. members of the SeleSl' 

Committee. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

I have feveral very confiderable out-ftanding balances within the provinces now 
vinder the management the honourable Company, the recovery of which, without 
the favourable interpofition of your authority over the country government being 
altogether impoffible ; and the late regulations of the honourable Board, making m}^ 
■prefent application neceffiiyv, I hereby requeft to be favoured with j^our affiilance, and 
that 5’'ou will be pleafed to grant me Perwannahs upon the different Zemindars, &c. 
•of the diftridts where they lay, diredling them to fummons the Afl'ammys to their 
Cutcherrys, to confront them with' roy Gomaftahs, and, after proof of thejufticc 
■of the demands to enforce the payment. The fums, as per particular lifts, are, vi.^. 

In the diftridts of Purnea — — Current Rupees 10,939 13 6 

Goragaut Shceb Gunge — — — 6,029 12 6 

Rungpore — — — — — ^>777 9 ^ 

Dinagepore — — — — — 2,320106 

Shawpore, Purg Santofe, Krifndceb, and Go-? g 

vindibaug — _ — 5 151 9 


Bb 


Current rupees 21,219 7 6 

The 
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The following are balances due from the Zemindars themfelves of fundry diflricts 
much nearer at hand ; but being balances arifing upon accounts of mercantile tranf- 
adtions, w'hichmay be liable to altercation, and being more immediately under the 
irifpedlipn of your honourable Board,, I fliould be glad you would be plcafcd to ap- 
point in Calcutta fome iicrfon or perfons, either Europeans or black merchants, verfed 
in the tranfadtions of the countr)^, to examine into thcjuflicc of the demands, which arc 
as follows : 

Due from the Zemindar of JefTore, Nilcanto Roy, S. rupees 13,029 12 o 
Ditto of Tumlook, to the 13th November pad, 2,501 10 & 

Ditto of Suiah-mootah, ditto, — — 10,938 7 o 

Fouzdar ofRagimaul — — A. rupees 636 4 o 

Rupees 27,106 i 6 

I fhall very readily abide by the decifion of the perfons you may be plcafed to 
appoint. 

After the letter which the late honourable Prefident and Council were plcafcd to 
write me, relative to my commercial affairs, it may not, on this occalion, be improper 
to fay fomething on the fubjedt, that you. Gentlemen, ' may be able to judge what 
an arduous, nay, I may fay, an impoffible talk has been impofed upon me. I have, 
by fea and land, of my own and other, people’s, about eight * lacks of rupees now our, 
and adtually employed in lawful trade, which no way interferes with any part of the 
honourable Company’s inveftnicnt. Amongft this, there is above one hundred and 
iixty thoufand f rupees of woollens. Sec. goods w'hich I bought at the Company’s lad 
outcry, and which were only difpatchcd up the country about two months ago. In the 
mean time, to comply as nearly as poffible rvith what feems to me to be the intentioa 
•of the order of the honourable Board, / njftire yon, Gentlemen, upon my honour, that 
I have not lately, and Jhall not enter into any new inland concerns *, and that I Jloall hold 
none, but fiich as I have been already Jorne'time engaged in, and which I am obliged to 
profecute to bring in outdanding balances. Farther, I will engage, under any pe- 
nalt)^, that no part of my trade diall, within the three Subahs, in any drape, interfere 
with any part of the honourable Company’s invedment. 

I farther beg leave to adure' you. Gentlemen,, that I drall never be guilty of any in- 
fringement of the laws of Great Britain, or the bye-laws of the honourable Company, 
whej-e their jurifdidtion extends ; and that, out of their jurifdiftion, I drall freely fub-^ 
mit to the cudoms and laws of the country. In this dmation, I hope, I drall not fail 
of giving fatisfadion ; and I drall chearfully fubmit to whatever you. Gentlemen, may 
edeem jud, and require only an equitable allowairce of time, to be indulged with thofe- 
privileges which have ever been allowed, not only to gentleirren who have refigned, 
but thofe who have beeir difmided the fervice. 

' I have the honour to be, with great refped, &c. 

Fort William, the WILLIAM' BOLTS. • 

2rth February, 1767. 

No. 102- 


ExtraB of Fort Wilham SeleB Committee proceedings, dated March 3 </,. 

1767. 

Mr. Bolts fends in a letter to the Committee, (dated i ith of February, 1767) re- 
queding our adrdance in colleding fe'veral balances due to him in different parts, of the- 
provinces : — 

* 100,000 /, t 20,000/. 

■■ ' Agreed,. 
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Agreed, We recommend to the Prefident to grant Mr. Bolts Peru'annahs upon the 
Zemindars in the manner he defires ; allb, that the court of Cutcherry be diredted to 
examine into his claims on the Zemindars, as fpccified in his letter; but that we 
ftridfly enjoin him to enter into no freflr concerns, as the Board will expedl implicit 
obedience to the orders he has already received, although they difpenfe with the im- 
mediate execution, in confideration of the particular fituation of his affairs. 

No. 1G3. 

Extract of a letter from Mr. Vcrelf to the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, dated 

Fort JFilliam, March gth, 

Mr. Bolts having reprefented to me, that he has feveral out-flanding ballances un- 
fcttlcd in your excellency’s tertitorics, on which account he employs a Gomaftah, I 
rcqucll he may be indulged witli liberty to conclude his affairs. I muff:, however, 
hope, that as the fending of Gomaffahs into thofc parts may give occafion to many 
altercations, your excellency will, in future, withdraw your proteftion from them. 

No. 104. 

Extras of a letter from Mr. Vcrelf to Rajah Bukvajit Swg, of the fame 

date. 

I am informed by Mr. Bolts, that feme Gomaffahs of his, whom be employed in 
his concerns at Mccrzaporc, have not yet collected the out-ffanding ballances due to 
that gentleman ; 1 therefore requeff, that no interruption may be given thefe Go- 
maflahs. 

No. 105. 

Extract of a letter from the Nabob Sujah al Dowlali to Mr. Verelft received 

udpril ijthy 17^7 • 

In regard to Mr. Bolts’s money, which you defire me to interpofe my afliffance in col- 
Icding with all expedition; and that in future I fliould forbid all others from refiding, 
and on no account permit the Engliffi gentlemen to carry on a commerce within my 
territories, in order to prevent all poflibility of a difpute ; by the bleffing of God, I 
will, even with redoubled diligence, apply to the fpcedy collcdtion of Mr. Bolts’s con- 
cerns, and, infiffing on the juff demands from all parties, caufc payment of thp fame. 
For the reff, my fricndffup for you is imprefled on my heart, and the ffrong afliirances 
you write me of invariable regard, give me the greateff confidence that all affairs will 
have a happy and fuccefsful conclufion. 

No. io 5 . 

ExtraSl of Fort William Cojifultatiojis, dated the 24//; Auguf, 1767. 

Ordered, that the Secretary do inform Mr. Bolts, that the Lord Holland will be 
difpatched for England in the courfe of next month ; and that we pofitively infill: on 
his proceeding by that Ihip. 


B b 2 


Extras 
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No. '107. 

Extradi of Eort William OojifultaUons, dated O5iobe7' ly?, 1767. 

INflr. Bolts, In two letters, one to the Board, the other to the Secretary to the 
Council, affigns the fituation of his private affairs to be fuch as renders his immediate- 
departure impoffible ; but affures the' Board, that,, as foon as they are adjufled, he lhall 
with pleafure obe)'- the order. 

Ordered,- The Secretary do ' acquaint Mt. Bolts, that, after the indulgence he has., 
already had, his private concerns, are no inducement for us to recede from oiir orders 
and we therefore expedf, that lie will ernbark in'the next fliip that fails for Europe. 
Farther, that we hear he is carrying on an improper intercourfe with the Dutch, to the- 
prejudice of the honourable Company’s affairs, and, on that account, politivcly forbid' 
his leaving Calcutta, without our exprefs permiflion. ' , . • 

Ordered, alfo. That the Mayor’s Court be acquainted herewith, that they ma^ 'apply, 
for another alderman in his room. ’ 


No. 108. 

ExtraSi of a letter from Mr. Kelfall, chief of the Englif fadiory at Dacca»^ tc^ 
to the Prefdent, dated .Beptember i^th, 1767, 

•In a letter I had the honour to addrefs you in the month of May lafty I mentioned;^ . 
though in a curfory manner, the footing on which the Dutch had then newly 're-efta-' 
bliflicd their fadtory at Dacca, not, as- the event has f-iewn, to tranfadt bufinefs on- 
behalf of their Company, but, under the fandtion of public authority, to fulfil a private . 
compa'dtof Meffrsl Vernetand Bolts. ‘ - ■ . . 

The late Dutch refident, Mr. Lankeet, difdained to accept a commiffion on fuch 
terms, whereupon he was fuperfeded. His fucceffor, .when he found,- inflead of,, a’ 
reprefentative of the Corripany, thafhe was feht'up in the capacity of a mere Gomaftah,, 
to fulfil a private engagement, in like manner declined it. Both thefe -gentlemen have, 
ever fince been violently perfccuted by Mr. Vernet. 

Here is an Armenian, one Coja Miguel Sarties, a man that- has before done bufinefs 
for Mr. Bolts, who, not fo fcrujnfious as cither of the E)urch gentlemen, has made no- 
difficulty of accepting the commiffion. ' The bufinefs is now in his hands, and, to fulfil, 
it, he has had made over to him a fum to the amount of near f oven lacks of rupees : fo 
cnorm.ous a fum I fhould have thought even beyond the confcience even of an Armenian 
to prefume to inveft, and fliould have doubled niy information, if I had not received, 
it from the befl: authority, one of the 'Dutch gentlemen. 

I have thought it my duty to give you this intelligence, and truB, fir, }mu will take- 
meefurcs for dcfcating’thc intentions of Meflrs. '\Trnct and Bolts, and of the.Armeniau; 
th'-ir agent, which muft materially prejudice our Company’s bufinefs and the trade in; 
general, fince, in order to get in their invcllmcnt, they muB neceffiirlly purchafe at an. 
advi'.nced price. • ' 


FJjJcq !, 


Exiratl 
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No, 109. 

of a letter from Coknel Smith to the ScleB Coimmtteef dated Headx 
Slnarters at Allah- abad^ OSiober 1767.' ' ' 

I rcnienibcr to have mentioned in Committee, that Monf. Gentil was a very impro- 
per, peribn to be with Sujah al Dowlah. I am fully convinced of this, and wifli fome 
mode could be thought on to have him removed. The perfon who has had the efta- 
bliihmcnt of Sujah ai Dowlah’s artillery is one. of Monf. Gcutil’s comrades, and for?- 
merly was an oiiicer in the French fcrvicc. 


No. iioi 

Extrabl of a letter from Mr. Maddifon to Mr. Vcrclf, dated Patna, OSiober' 

23^/, 1767. - 

A fleet of thirty boats- arrived here yefterday laden with opium, faltpetre, &c. 
which took my name, and a Peon came twice to Noon-golah, to apply for Polwars, 
fiving, he was ordcicd to apj)ly to Mr. Mudie for that purpofe. Upon enquiry, I find 
they belong to Mr. Polts, v.’hofc time of a Duftuck being expired, may probably 
have given his people this order, to have them pafs unmoleflcd. I thought it neceffary 
to make you aetjuainted wit!i this, left I might fall under any fufpicions of paffing other, 
people’s goods under my name. 

No. III. 

Extract of Fort JFilUajn Co 7 ifultations,. dated November ^ih, 1767,- 

The Prcfidcnt lays before the Board the following letters froni Mre Bolts, .on which- 
]ie vcopicns their fentiments, after they have porufed his -Minute, .which he delivers in' 
xqwn the fubiciT, viz. an Addrefs from Mr. Bolts to the Court of Diredtors, ditto to 
this Board, ditto Lev the honourable the Mayor’s Court, ditto to Mefifs. Becher and - 
Mcxandcr. 

T 0 Harry Verdjl, Ef. Frepdent^ Wc. gentlemen of Council at Fort INtlUam. 

GENTLUMEN, 

I rccjueft )'ou will be plcafed to tranfmit the accompanying addrefs to the Court of 
Diredtors by the next conveyance. It is partly in vind'eation of myfelf from the' 
groundlcfs and reproachful accufations with which your Prefident has been yrleafed 
to charge me, through the channel of the Seledc Committee, and partly on other affairs, 
in which the intcreft of the honourable Company is deeply concerned. 

It is doubrlefs a hardy taflc for me, in the prefent fituation of affairs, to make a 
public attack on the Prefident, when the majority of his Secret Committee and Coun- 
cil arc alfo parties concerned, but a regard- for my own charadter obliges me to it j 
and as I have on my fide truth and fafts, tvhich' are obflinate and'fcorn to bend, I 
dare, in this impolitic and uncuftomary manner, brave the envenonied fliafts of future 
opprefiion and injuflice, which cannot in malignancy exceed- thofe I have already un- 
concernedly, fuftained. 

As the majority of the members fitting- at the Board arc gentlemen ■ who have been- 
but a flrort time in this country, and are doubtlcfs as unacquainted with the political 
wiles and cufloms of the Banyans, who have been tire principal engines employed 

throughout 
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tln-onghout the affiurs' concerning me, as they are unacquainted with that more-ef- 
pecially-recpifite the country languages, they mull have been expofed to great im- 
pofiiions,; and,it.is very probable they have. been milled in thefe affairs by the artifice 
of a veteran, upon whofe integrity, they placed am.implicit reliance. It is, therefore, 
but juft that I fliould attribute the concurrence of fome of thofe gentlemen to their 
- having been deceived. ' ’ , ' ' , " ’ ’ - ' . 

If any explanations- or proofs be required upon any part of my addrefs to the ho- 
noumble the Court of Diredfors, upon intimation thereof from your honourable Board, 
I. will, readily defcend to particulars, and hope.to give every fatisfadlion that can be 
required. ' 

I am Gentlemen, &c. ' 

Calcutta, O£toberi8th, 1767. 

(Signed) WILLIAM BOLTS. 

To Thomas Woodward^ Efi, Mayor and the Gentlemen Aldermen of the honour able Mayor's 

Court of Calcutta. 

„ ■ 'Sirs, -p- 

I am acquainted with the extraordinary ftep the Governor and Council have taken 
towards; effefting my removal from my feat at .your honourable Board, in open de- 
fiance of his Majefty’s moft gracious charter, and I congratulate myfelf, as \vell as the 
community, upon the juft difregard with which you , have been pleafed to treat this 
glaring attempt .to an' infringement of the Britifli. liberties ; an attempt which, had it 
been given way to, would have been of the moft dangerous confequence, as a pre- 
cedent for rendering your Court dependent, and of courfe ufelefs to focicty, for whofe 
relief our moft gracious fovereign and. parliament have been pleafed to eftabliih it, 
whereby Britifh fubjedts would have been as eafily deprived of their property and for- 
tunes, as in the prefent defpotic reign they have been of their liberties and every 
Britilh privilege. Though the letter to your honourable Court appears under the 
fandtion of the Governor and Council, I confider it only as the aft of Governor Ve- 
relft alone, as I ffiall make it hereafter appear to the world. Confider in this light 
how "deplorable would be our fituation if, at the bare defire of a Governor, or even 
a Governor and his Council, the exprefs orders of the charter fliould be fet afide, 
and a free Britifh fubjeSi expofed to be deprived of his honour and liberty. A mali- 
cious man, high in ftation, who boafts that he is beyond punifliment, and thatjuftice 
cannot reach him, would have it always in his power to fpread ruin into every family 
againft which he had any averfion; but where law and liberty reign, where men 
hold not their property or honour at the mercy of one or few, this fecurity begets 
in them a difpofition which is inconfiftent with fervility and adulation. 

Let us not then fuffer our liberties to be invaded by fraud or will, or deftroyed by 
force ; if we do, a - difmal confufiqn muft then quickly enfue, and villainous accufa- 
tlon, public and private rapine and plunder, illegal imprifonments, confifcations and 
profcriptions, diffufing univerfal mifery, will become the common law of the land. 

I defy the Prefident and Council legally to difqualify me from holding my honour- 
able feat at your Court ; and I am confident that you, gentlemen, will never fuffer 
me otherwife to be difmiffed ; permit me at the fame time to affnre you. Sirs, that 
I would not mifs a fingle day’s attendance at your Court, even when it is not my turn 
of rotation, was I not neceffitated to do it fometimes in confequence of the op- 
prellion with which I have been treated, as I hope in due time to evince to the fhame, 
of my oppreffors. _ , _ 

Yet as I fliould be glad to know upon what this extraordinary requeft has been 
founded, and to have fo curious a document by me, I requeft you will be pleafed to 
order me an authenticated copy of the letter from the Prefident and Council. 
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Permit nie to offer my fincereft wifhes for the profperity of the; honourable Court, 
and the fuccefs of your endeavours to fecure the happinefs of the community, by an 
impartial adminiftration of juftice. 

Who am with great refpedt, &c. 

Calcutta, OiloberStli, 1767, 

(Signed) WILLIAM BOLTS, Alderman. 

To ALL who fliall fee thefe prefents or hear them read. I Thomas Woodward, Efq, 
Mayor of the town of Calcutta at Fort William in Bengal, do hereb}'’ make known 
and certif)’-, that John Holme, who hath figned and atteifted the certificate hereunto 
annexed, is regifter of the honourable the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta aforefaid, legally 
fworn and admitted, dwelling in this town of Calcutta aforefaid; and that to.adfs, 
inftruments, procurations, and other writings by him figned and attefted, is full- faith 
and credit given in Court and without. 

In faith and testimony whereof, I the faid Mayor have caufed 
the fcal of the office of ma3mralty of the faid town of Calcutta to 
be hereunto put and affixed, and the copy of the letter mentioned 
in the faid certificate hereunto alfo annexed. Dated in Calcutta 
aforefaid, this 14th day of Oftober, in the }"ear of our Lord one' 
thoufand fevcn hundred and fixty-feven. 

(Signed) THO. W'OODWARD, Mayor. (L. S.) 

I John Holme, Regifter of the honourable the Mayor’s Court at Calcutta at Fort 
William in Bengal, do hereby certify and atteft, that the within written is a true copy 
of a letter from Mr. William Bolts, one of the Aldermen of the faid Court, directed 
to Thomas Woodward, Efq. Mayor, and the gentlemen Aldermen of the honourable the 
^layor’s Corn t at Calcutta, carefully collated by me with the original, at prefent in my 
pofleffion, -as Regifter of the faid Court. 

In faith and testimony whereof I have hereunto let my hand 
at Calcutta aforefaid, the fourteenth day of October, in the year 
of our Lord one tlioufand feven hundred and fixt3'-feven. 

(Signed) JOHN HOLME, Regifter-.^ 
Richard Becher and James Ale>iandcr, Efqi's. 

Gentlemen, 

I have this dar' fent in to the Board an addrefs to the honourable the Court of Df- 
redtors, in vindication of m3delf from the unjuft accufatlons laid to m3’' charge in the 
proceedings of the Seledt Committee : and as 3'ou. gentlemen, are the only members 
at the Board who are not more or lefs parties concerned,, I can prett3' well forefee the 
treatment I am like to meet with on the occafion. 

As 3’ou, gentlemen,' were not upon the Ipot during the tranlaciions oF which I com- 
plain, you mufl: of necefiitr- have formed your opinions from the partial- proceedings 
of die Committee,, and from the more partial reprefentations of thofe in whole com- 
pany vou dady are. In this fituation, I am not a ftrangcr to the malignant accounts 
widi which 3'our ears mull hav'e been condnuall;/ tingling, and which, like water con- 
tinuaiiv dropping upon a ftone,. mufi: no doubt have made Ibme impreffion,. and have- 
difpoied you to believe eveiy thing you heard againft me, efpeciall'y as you heard no- 
thing on the other fide of the queition from me, who, depending on the reddtude of 
my addons, have hitherto been fiienu- 
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/ Fi'om’my adclrcfs b-ihc Coiiri: of Dircftors you wiil be acquainted with every 
thing iir which Tdiavc been' concerned, on wljicli fdic unjuil fentcncc of the Coih- 
mittcc has been pronounced againft nic unheard ; hear all; then, . ami let juilice hold 
the fcale. . , 

Do not think, gentlemen, uliai: the' intent of this addrefs is to fuc for favour ; 
that I fcorn :/T.. fpeak only to, your confcicnccs as men of integrity, and to fet you 
upon your guard ag;tin ft the artifices of many combined again ft me alone, without 
any rcafonablc-caufc, or -other- foundation, than what is built upon their private in- 
terefts, • perfonaV connections, and ])iqu«. 

All.rwini for is, from a principle of gratitude to the Company, iliat the pnrtia1i!.y 
with. wliich I may be treated may not force uiic, in my own defence, to j)nnt and 
piiblifii to the, vvorld- at home, what may add to the national odium againft the 
Company. ’ , ' 

■I have the honour to be. See. 

. Calcutta, 05 t. iS, 1767. 

■ (Signed) WILLIAM BOLTS. 

, • • . il'/je Pvcftdait^s Mimic. 

This addrefs’to the honourable Court of Diredtors, which is now before 3'ou, is, 
in my opinion, the moft convincing proof that could be brought of the propriety 
tlnd ncccfiity of the Committee’s refolutions regarding Mr. Bolls. The mifrtprefen- 
tations and falfiioods that- fill this produdion, njipcar too obvious to require being 
particularly pointed our. 'In regard to the invedives' levelled againft me, .1 ilatrcr 
myfelf ' that principles, my charadcrj and my condud, arc too u'cll known to 
the ■ whole fettlcment to give room for thcTcaft belief of the truth of one of them. 

For iuy rcafons for bringing the complaints againft Nobkiften before the Scled:' 
Committee, I muft beg leave to refer you to my Minutes on 'that occafion, which 
arc entered on the face of their ju'occcdings. 

But as amongftThc numerous fnlfitics in Mr., Bolts’s letter, there happen to be tw’o 
■fadrs, which he has artfully mifrcprcfcntcd and obfeured, I muft intatdc upon your 
patience whilft I give a plain recital' of them. 

Yoivmay remember, gentlemen,' that in confcqucnce of the refolutions of the Sc- 
led; Committee, Ramnaut was to be delivered up to rhe government, to be made ac- 
countable for the numberlefs extortions and villanics he had been guilty of at Matilda, 
■and other places in the government’s jurifdidion. 

Mr. Bolts inferts in his letter that Ramnaut, during his- confinement, had no de- 
miands made upon him, except for feme firlt, and for a parcel of boats, which had 
been fold him by me ujion very advantageous terms. 

I allpw that Ramnaut did purchafe thefc articles belonging to me ; but that the 
terms on my part were advantageous, or that a fingle demand was made upon him 
•on my account during, .his confinement, I do moft foleninly deny-. 

The cafe was as follows : . 

'Ranmaut, fome time fince, employed a relation of his to purchafe, under a feigned 
■name, a quantity of fait, which I had configned to Mr. Banvell at Matilda ; by the 
fame method, he bought 6f my Banian. a parcel of boats, which I had before pnr- 
"chafed of Mr. Burdettat a.lcfs price than I had given for them, though they w'cre 
In a much better condition when I fold them than whenT bought them. When the 
-■money for thefe things was- demanded, Ramnaut declared himfclf the j'lurchafcr, but 
-pleaded poverty, and claimed my 'q^rotc^tion, 'that he might be enabled to raife the 
'.money, - • 

By 
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By this villainous artifice he was in hopes to have fereened himfclf from the 
power of the government, and to have evaded refiitution'of the money he had ex- 
torted from the natives. But, on the contrary, it was my repeated requefl: to the 
minifters that they would make him accountable for every rupee of his extortions 
from the unhappy people at Matilda, who had been ruined by his villainy ; and I 
])ofitively forbid any demands being made upon my account, until full and ample re- 
Hitution had been obtained for the fuft'erers. 

Of the truth of this relation I call upon the minifters, upon Mr. Sykes, and I 
could name many others to bear teftimouy ; a teftimony which muft entirely overfet 
hfr. Bolts’s aflcriion, that Ramnaut was confined at the city upon account of the 
debt he owed me : nay I can go ftill farther; I can declare upon honour that I have 
not yet received a fingle' rupee, or rupee’s worth, of the debt ; nor will I receive any, 
untill all the unhappy fuft'erers by Ramnaut’s extortion, whom I cannot too much 
compaffionatc, arc fully indemnified. 

In regard to the queftion which Mr. Bolts has put for me to Ramnaut, about the 
Dcnageporc Zemindars, he, as the author, can only anfwcr it ; that I was not, I fo- 
Icmnly declare. I never had any concerns at Dinagepore, nor do I know that Ram- 
naut had any, except fomc extortions he was guilty of ; and I Very likely might have 
alkcd him, Whether he had made reftitution ? 

Another afi'ertion of Mr. Bohs’s I cannot but reply to, in Vindication of my cha- 
rafter. I-Ic fays, that when Gocul Sonar preferred his complaints at the general 
quarter feftions, in a petition to the grand jury, it is remarkable that I, the then 
chief juftice upon the bench, put the paper into my pocket ; and he affigns a rea- 
fon, that I declare never occurred to me : on the jury fending the petition into the 
court, it was as well my opinion as that of the other gentlemen upon the bench, 
that it ought to be referred for trial to the court of Zemindarry, where all criminal 
catifes bettvixt native and native, when no Biitifli life or property is concerned, have 
ufually been tried. It was in confcqucnce of this opinion referred to the Zemindar, 
whofc proceedings tlicreupon have already been rcj^orted to you, and where the in- 
famy of the profecution, fo warmly cfpoufed by i\lr. Bolts, fo plainly appears. 

My opinion in this method of juftice is not, as Mr. Bolts endeavours to infinuate, 
particular in this inftance ; my fentiments therein ftand recorded long fince upon^ 
the face of the Confultaiions. 

I now leave to you, gentlemen, to take fuch notice of tlus infult upon the'perfon 
and charaffer of your Brefident as you may deem necefl'ary for the fupport of his 
government. I forbear giving my own opinion, as Mr. Bolts has already declared 
that all the refolutions againft him have been formed entirely by me. 

Fort William, Nov. 5, 1767. 

(Signed) HARRY YERELST. 

The fcveral letters from Mr. Bolts, and the Prefident’s .Minute, in reply to thofe 
parts of the above letters, which relate to himfelf, being attentively confidered, — 

Rcfolved, unanimoufty, that we exprefs in the ftrongcil terms to the Prefident our 
entire approbation of his conduff in the whole courfe of the proceedings relative to 
Mr. Bolts, and the kccncft refentment of this Board at the infolcnt and libellous at- 
tack on his charaftcr and ftation, as well as the infult oft'ered to our authority, and to 
this government, from the fadtious attempt of an incendiary to fow the feeds of jea- 
loufy and diftruft in our Council, to diflurb the harmony and confidence that fo hap- 
pily fubfiftcd among the fevcral members of the Board, and to deftroy thofe bicffings 

C c 
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which tlie public confeffcdly eiijoy under the mild and upright adminiftration- of 
■our honourable' Governor. ■ , . ■. • . . ■ , ' 

Rcfoped, - That Ave fupport -with ail our. .weight and influence the jufl; and necef- 
fary exercife of the Governor’s authority, and the authority' of the Board, for .the 
.pfeiervation.of pca'ccj order, and tranquility in riiis iettlement,, and throughout the 
-honourable Gompahy’s po.fle'flions in * Eengap and that \ye.punifh,:tp th’e utrnoft'exr 
tent of our power, the unparalleled endeavours of .Mr. Bolts to fap the foundation 
of all government, to fubr'^eft, -by the. fa<ftious cry of liberty, : the principles of fub- 
ordination, and to loofen all thofe'facred ties w'hereby men are .united together. , , 
Refolvcd, That our former orders to Mr.. Bplts for, proceeding to -England fliall 
be repeated ; and that in cafe of , difobedicnce to, and conternpt of our authority, 
his perfon flrall be. feizcd, . and forcibly-, ,fent honie a prifoner 'in one. of the fliips of 
this feafon. — And lallly.it .is ' ... h; ■ ]. 

Rcfolved, That the feveral letters written by .Mr. Bolts fliall be entered after this 
confultation, and tranfmitted to the honourable Court of Diredtors, as the ftrongefl; 
proof that can be exhibited of the necefllty .of the meafures W'C have purfued for the 
fupport of government, and the. rnpfl; .abfolute convidtion to qur honourable mailers, 
that unlefs they .Avill .A'indicate . their own - authority, as . exercifed in unavoidable adts 
by their reprefentatives in India, and aflerf the privileges of their royal charter, their 
fettlements and government mufl; infallibly be precipitated into anarchy and confufion. 

It is farther agreed. That woefully exprefs our fentiments on -this important fubjedt 
in our next advices to the honourable the Court of Direftors. . . . 


Mr. Ffioyer lays before the Board the following minute upon the above fubjedl : ■ - - 
As Mr. Bolts, in his letter. to -the Count of Diredtors, -has placed a part of my 
condudl in- a falfe point of view, I think it a piece of jullice due to my own reputa- 
tion, to lay before .you, gentlemen, the matter on which he treats, 'in its -real light ; 
left my honourable mafters fhould deem me guilty of- an impropriety of condudl, 
Avhen I only inadvertently committed a miftake. ’ • - ■ 

In the month of March laft, when I w'as the adling juftice and Zemindar,- the Pre-^ 
lident delivered to me a complaint which had been preferred to the grand jury at the 
quarter feflions, by one' Gocul Sonar againft Nobkiflen, and delired me to enquire 
into it as Zemindar. I did fo ; but, on'attefting the depofitions which had been taken 
by me, I figned them as jullice of, the peace, inftead of Zemindar. I w'as not fenfible 
of the miftake until tlie next morning, when" T acquainted the Prefident with .it ^ 
and, as a confirmation thereof, referred him 'to the officers of the Cutcherry, w'ho 
■were the only pcrlbns- made ufe of by me,^during the whole courfe of .the enquiry. 
My report to the Prefident, w'hich has been- laid 'before this Board, and .the records of 
the court of Zemindarry, will, I hope, fufficienriy evince, that I adled therein in the 
judicial capacitv of Zemindar only, and not as one of his* majefty’s juflices of the 
])oacc.. But when I confider the tenor of Mr. Bolts’s condudl, I am not .,furprifed 
to find him. willing tofuy)port himfelf by every piece of artifice he can devife. 

Every member of this Board, who has adlc'd -in- thefe two offices, (which have ge- 
nerally centered in one perfon) muft be fenfible that complaints are often rhade at 
tlx fame time, fome of which require the exertion of a Zemindar’s authority, and 
others arc cognizable only by a juftice of the peace.- -In-fuclr a fituation, can a mif- 
takc be wondered at; and can any unprejudiced perfon, upon a review of- thefe. cir- 
cumftanccs, conclude that I have been intentionally culpable ' 

I Iblcmnly declare it was a miftake, occafio'ned in' the manner herein related; and, 

I truft, that the honourable the Court of Difcclors, upon a confideration of Mr. Bolts’s 
condudl, w'Hi be inclined to credit this declaration in- preference , to his infinuationsf 


* Appendix, p. 192. No. 97. 


(Signed) CHARLES FFLOYER. 
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'EktfaB of the 'BckSl Coimmftce s letter 'to. Colonel Sfmth)-daicd FortWilUanii 

Navcniher lyth, 

The. Committee Have recommended to .tlic Prcfidcnt the taking cffcitnal fteps 
for removing Monficur Gcntil and his aflbeiates • from the court and councils of 
.Sujali al Dowlah, which we ho])c to cfTedl without laying a difagrceable reftraint on 
the Nabob’s inclinations. The meafurc becomes ncccfl'ar}', but we are defirous of 
obferving on this, as upon all other occafionsl the moil, punililipus delicacy towards, 
his highnefs. ■ , - 

. . . No. 1 1.3. . 

'ExtraSl of General Smith's letter to the SckM\ Commit tee ^ dated December 

■ I \th, 1767. . 

The nature of the intelligence tranfmitted from Calcutta, by Sujah al Dowlah’s 
^bakccl, is witliout limits ; the Nabob is almoft as fully acquainted with the parlia- 
mentary proecedings, concerning the Company’s aftairs, as .1 am. How far the 
importance and dignity of the Company, and the weight and influence of admini'- 
flration arc Icflcncd in his efleem by this communication, ■ may be eafily conceived. 
Whillh a A'skccl is fo cafl’ and fo furc a channel to communicate intelligence, few 
men will be found fo hardy as to maintain a dircift corrcfpondence with the Nabob; 
.but there is a man who has obliquely oflered fo great an infult to our Prefident, 
that, was I prefent at the Board, I would move for the exertion of bur authority 
to the utmofl extent, to' free the fettlcmcnt from fo dangerous an inhabitant. I 
mean Mr. Bolts : and tlic enclofcd copy, of a letter to Mouflour Gcntil, .(the original is 
in my pofll-flion) rcfiding in Sujah al Dowlah’s court, wherein he aflerts an abfolute 
falfliood, which tends to Icflcn that eflential dignity and ncccflary iirlluence of our 
Prefident, is furcly deferring of your feverefl; refentment. Nor . is this the only 
letter he wrote ; for the Nabob acquainted a perfon of undoubted honour, that Mr. 
Bolts had wrote the fimc to Meet Mufliallah, formerly phyfician and confidant of 
Coflim Ally, from whom the Nabob heard it. Hereafter, I may lay before you, 
other proofs of the extent of the, intelligence communicated through the "^’akeeb 

No. 1 14. 

DtraB of a letter from Mr. IPilliam Bolts to Mr. Gentil, dated Calr,utta\ 

fnne \gth, 

J’ai ecrit une Icttrc au Navab h qui jc vous prie de faire me tres humble ref- 
pedts ; nous avons cu un vaifl'cau il’Europe Anglois, et un autre F'rancois : les 
affaires de notre., Compagne font dans une grande agitation, devant le Roi and le 
parlemcnt d’Angletcrrc ; et felon les Icttrcs que j’ai rcfu il a grande apparance qui 
mon Jjjfodc Monficur Johnflone viendra Goirecniciir de la pest da Roi. Je ferai 
charmc de rcccvoir de temps cn temps de vos nouvelles qui fuis avec une parfait 
confidcration, 

]\'Ion chcr Monfleur, 

Votre tres humble Serviteur, 

GUILLAUME BOLTS.’-’' 

No.. 
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' No. 1 15. 

EX'ir^^ of a letter frm Mr,^Mad(i}fon to Mr. Verdf, dated Mah-ahad, 

November ^6tli, iy6y. 

As tbc fleet of boats, '! mentioned in my lafl, left Patna a day or two after - 1 had 
the honour of tranfmitting you an account of them, your orders there will probably 
arrive too late ; but as there arc more fleets to be diij-jatchcd, they will certainly be in 
time for them.- •' . - . ■ ' , . , ■ ' , ^ 

During my flay at Faiz-abad, I cafually got into my hands a letter from Mr. Bolts 
to Monficur Gentil, in his own writing ; where, befidcs fomc other circumftahccs, 
(which arc not perhaps unexceptionable) he acquaints him, that “ die affairs of the 
“ Company were in great agitation before the King and parliament and that, ac- 
‘‘ cording to the Icftcrs he had rcOcivcd, thferew-ns great appearance that his aflbeiate, 
Mr. Johnflonc, would come out governor on the part of the King.” Finding from 
the letter, ,&c. that he had wrote to the Nabob, I fctmyfelf rodifeover the contents of 
that letter, but in vain. At lafl I took ocOafion, one day, when the N.abob was en- 
quiring what news from Europe, to tell him, that we had no news which could be 
depended on ; and that the intelligence Mr. Bolts had communicated to him, con- 
cerning Mr. Johnflone’s coming out governor on the part of the King, was certainly 
erroneous. He anfwcrcd me with precipitation, ^“^No, no, he did not write it to me, 
he wrote it to Meet Mufliallah, and I had it from him.” I delivered the letter to 
Colonel Smith, and fuppofehc has, ere this, acquainted you fully of this matter. 

Permit me, however, to fuggeft to you another channel of intelligence to the Na- 
bob, which Mr. Bolts has been inftrumerital in forming, and which flill remains open, 

1 mean his Armenian Gomaflahs. He had one at Faiz-abad, Coja Rafael ; another 
at Benares, ' Coja Melcombc ; and a third near Ghazipore, Coja • Gregory ; thefc 
people have been perpetually filling the country and the Nabob’s court with lying 
rumours ; have reported that Mr. Bolts was returning to Benares with greater power 
than before, that he was even let out, and a variety of other fallhoods, in order to 
miflead the Nabob, and bOft anfvvcr their Own purpofes. Coja A!clcombc, in jiar- 
ticular, had a conftant corrcfpondcncc at Calcutta ; ■ and I have intelligence, which I . 
believe may be depended on, that he has lately reported at the Nabob’s court, “ that 
“ he w-as going to entcr'into Mr. Rumbold’s Icrvice, or had entered into it, and would 
‘‘ bring a letter from the Council, that no Englifli Gomaflah fliould be licenfcd cx- 
“ cept himfelf every circumllancc 'Of which is utterly falfe, and the news is not 
four days old. . The Armenians, indeed, in general, feem to have adopted a fyftem 
of fijiing thcmfelves in the Nabob’s dominions, as they w'cre formerly at Murlhed-abad; 
and though the Nabob has, on account of fomc of their mal-pradtices, forbid them 
his province, yet, as Englifli Gomaflahs, he is, perhaps, cautious of expelling them. 
How far this circumflance may be vvortliy of your attention, you will be the- moft 
proper judge ; but, as a faft, I thought it necefTafy to lay it- before you. 

I learnt a circumflance at Benares, concerning Mr. Bolts’s manner of palling his 
fleets, w'hich may not be improper -to communicate ; he procured, lafl year, a conli- 
derable number of Duftucks from Air. Middleton, fot faltpetre, tincal, &c. and as 
fome of thefe Duftucks have lately been feen in Coja Melcombe’s hands, it is pro- 
bable he avails himfelf of thefe. ' . . ' • ■ ■ , 


No. 



Exira^ of a letter from the Erefidcnt and Comcfl of F ort William, in Bengal, 
to the Court of DireSlors, dated Decern her lot/i, 1767. 

'\Vc arc now come to a fubjedt wliich calls for 5four nioft ferious confidcration it re^ 
latcs to the condudt of Mr. William Bolts, lately in your fcrvice, and we think it, 
proper to introduce it here, as it requires a full exertion of the privileges granted in the 
royal charter to you, and delegated to your rcprcfcntativcs in India, to reprefent, in a 
proper manner, the infult given to our government in the perfon of our Prefident, and 
the daring attempt not only to Icflcn our influence in the country, whereby your intereft 
would infallibly fufler, but alfo to deftroy that harmony which now fo. happily pre- 
vails in your councils. Thefe purjiofcs, fo unnatural to a Britifli fubjcct, who had 
acquired an opulent fortune in your fervice Mr. Bolts has attempted to eftedt by per- 
fonal addrefl'cs to our Board, and fecrct correfpondcnces carried on through tlie means 
of Armenian agents, at the courts of Sujah al Dowlah, and of other princes-j-. 

We acquainted you, in our lall letter, that, in confequcnce of arefolution taken by 
the Selcdt Committee regarding Mr. Bolts, we had fent him pofitive orders to return 
to Europe this fcafon. Some time after, we received a long letter from Chinfura, at 
which jdacc hc'frcqucntly refided for feme time pafl', informing us, with much free- 
dom of ftylc, that, if we would take his concerns, and thofe of his conilituents, off" his 
hands, he would comply with our dircdlions. 

The infolcncc of his reply induced us not only to repeat our orders, but, on his return 
to town, to forbid him quitting the colony until the time of his embarkation arrived; 
in defiance of which he immediately withdrew from the Prcfidency, and returned to 
Chinfur.'', from whence he fent us a moft infulting letter, refledlirig upon the charadler 
of our Prefident, and of fcveral of the members of our Board. This was accompanied 
by a long addrefs to you, the abfurdity and malice of which is too evident to require 
any flridturcs from us j we fliall therefore forward it without remarks a number in the 
jiackcr. The mcafurcs we had rccourfe to on this occafion were thefe ; firft, unani- 
moufly to allure the Prefident, that we approved of the whole of his condudt, during 
the courfe of his proceedings with regard to Mr. Bolts, and that we entertained the 
warmcll refentment againft Mr. Bolts for prefuming upon fo libellous and unjuft an 
attack upon the charadlcr of our Governor J ; and next to determine on repeating our 
jicrcmptory orders to him to proceed to Europe without delay ; with which if he re- 
futes compliance, we fliall feize him by force, and fend him prifoncr on one of the 
fhips of this fcafon. The expediency of fulfilling this refolution becomes more evident 
from the intelligence which we have fince received of his informing Monfieur Gcntil, a 
Frenchman at the court of Sujah al Dowlah, by letter, that the Company’s affairs in 
Europe were in theutmoft confufion ; and that his affociate Ivir. Johnftone, as he terms 
him, would be appointed Governor hereon the part of his majelty. An attefted copy 
of this letter appears on our Confultations, and the original is nowin the hands of CoL • 
Smith. Several other letters to different people in power at the Hindoftan courts have 
been fecn. ■ 

* Mr. Bolts was little more than fix years a fcrv.nnt to the Company in Bengal, during which he ac- 
quired a fortune of 90,000!.— Vide Confiderations, p. 12. 
f Appendix, p. 204. No. n^. &c. &c. I Appendix, p, 201 and 202. 
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No.- 1.17. 

"Extra^ of a letter from flie SeleB Conmittee to 'ColoJiel Smith, dated/^Fort 

. Willianii December 22^/, 1767. 

We Very much approve- of the information you have font us, regarding Mr. Bolts’s 
Conduft in the carrying on a cor refpondence, -with Monfieur Gentil at the court of 
Sujah al Dowlah, and have laid the fame before the Council ; whofe fentiments, as. 
well as ours, we with pleafure obferve, entirely concur. with thofe you have ex-- 
prefled on that fubjedt. We requefl you will ufe your endeavours with the Nabob,, 
to remove Mr. Bolts’s Gomaftahs from his dominions., - 

No. 1 1-8'., . , , 

ExtraB of a letter from. General Smith to Mr. Ver elf dated Mee?- Abziils' 

March gthy iy6^. - . , . 

After the very ftrong r.eprefentatiohs made by Sujah al Dowlah to me, concerning 
Armenians and other Gomaftahs, you. will.b.e furprifed when- 1 tell you,; that to one, 
of thofe very men whom,, two months lince,. he intended to chafe from the country 
by a guard of Englifli Sepoys, he has lately granted',a . pen'fion of three hundred 
rupees per month, I have heard that -j: Purfeet Roy; has fome cpmmunication with; 
q Coja Petrufe., ". '.o ' • ' . . . ' • ■ 

No. iipj. ' ~ , 

ExtraB of a letter from. Capt. Harper to Mr. Veref , dated Faiz-abad,. 

March 2 . 0 th, 1768., 

Plis excellency de/ired me to acquaint you, that he efteems- himfelf .much obliged, 
for the care you are at to prevent any perfons taking on them the Englifli name. to the 
jircjudice of his fervants.' His excellency’s reply to your letter I have juft received;, 
and now inclofe. Coja Rafael, the § Armenian,, was lately taken into the Nabob’s, 
fervice, through the influence of the phyfician.Meer Muflia]lah,and. allowed three hun-. 
dred mpees per month. I lhall take particular, care^ to fee that his excellency’s order, 
for fending the two Armenians away be properly enforced./ , 

No. 120.. 

FxtraB of ditto, dated Faiz-abad,: March 2qth, 

I had the honour to addrefs you oh the aotli inftant, on the fubjedt of the Armc'- - 
nians, and cnclofing. a ftatement of the Nabob’s military force.. I am now to acquaint', 
•you, that his- excellency being informed that the two Armenians^ Rafael and Eftev'en,, 
intended, inftead.of complying with his- orders to go down, to remove from hence to, 
Ferruck-abad, applied to me the day before yefterday for a guard to apprehend them,,' 
I immediately font Scpoi's, and the Armenians are now in cuftody. His excellency 
has defircd me to let them- remain ten days to fettle their bufmefs, and, then 'fend them, 
j'rifoners to Patna, which I fhall accordingly do-.. ' . ' 

• 57/. los. f. Sujah al Dowlah’s Vakeel at Calcutta. ■ 

t A principal Armenian inhabitant of Calcutta, mentioned in the cafe of Parfeek Arratoon ; fee- 
Introduction, p. 24.. and brother to Coja Gregore, one of Mecr ColTim’s moll aCtive generals, in his war; 
with the Englifli in the year 1763. 

§• One of Mr, Bolts’s agents, now in England, 

No.. 
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Copy of a Iciicr from Mr. Fcrelf io Mr. William Bolts, dated Calcutta^ March 

if , 1768. 

Sir . 

I have received your letter of the 30th inftanf, and am to acquaint j’^ou that I 
know of no orders for impeding the bulinefs of ')'our Gomaltahs in particular, in the 
doiuiinions of Su)ah al Dowlah or Bulwant Sing. Rejicated complaints have been 
received from thofe two princes of the oppreffive .conduct of Gomaftahs taking the 
Englifii name and carrying on trade in their countries. The honourable Company 
have been plcatctl to exprefs their orders for the politive prohibition to their fervants rof 
all trade whatever in thofe jirovinccs, and the Prclidency of Fort William have refolved 
to jnit a Hop to it in future, by a rccall'of all fuch Gomaftahs. How far, or by what 
right, your Gomaftahs can be allowed to continue there after the time already allotted 
you for the adjuftment of your concerns, muftbc determined by the government here. 

I am your moft obedient fervant 

(Signed) H. VERELST. 

No. 122. 


Kxtracl of a letter from Mr. Verelfl to Mr. WiHiam Bolts, dated Calcutta, 

April gtli, 1768. 

Sir, 

I have your letters of tiic 2d and 7th inftant, and am again to repeat to you tliat the 
rcfolutions taken and the orders given for recalling the Engliftr Gomaftahs in the domi- 
nions of Sujah al Dowlah and Bulwant Sing, were general, not particular ; but that as 
the names of fuch perfons came to my knowledge, it became neceftary to point them 
our. 

No. 123. 


E'HtraB of Fort Willium Coifidtations, dated the r^ili May, 1768. 

Colonel Smith delivers the following minute : 

Colonel Smith having perufed the Proceedings of the SelcCt Committee, as \yell as 
the Rcfolutions of Council, concerning Mr. Bolts,,hc now takes this firft opportunity of 
expreffing in jxrfon to the Board, thofe fentiments he wrote to the Seledt Committee in 
his letter of December i ith, 1767*. It ajipcars from the Confultations of the 5th of 
November, 1767 f, that you determined to repeat the former orders for Mr. Bolts to 
proceed to England ; and, in cafe of difobedience to thofe orders and contempt of your 
authority, that his perfon fhould be feized, and fent home prifoner in one of the flips 
of laft fcafon. 

I have carefully examined your records, in order to difeover if the pofterior condudt 
of Mr. Bolts had been fuch as to induce you to poftpone your former refolution, but 
find your refolution ftands unrevoked and unexecuted. 

It appears alfo from the Proceedings of the Seledt Committee, that Mr. Bolts, ever 
fince your refolution of the 5th November, has been correfponding with the country 
powers ; this corrcfpondence is wifely and exprefty prohibited to individuals by the 
orders of our honourable maftersj. If you had not already entered into a refolution of 
fmding Mr. Bolts to Europe, moft undoubtedly I would has’c made fuch. a motion ; 
but when ! read an unanimous decree of your Board for taking fuch mcafures on this 

* Appendix, p. 203. No. 113. f Appendix, p. zoi and 202. J Introdu£lion, p. 38. 

occafion 
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pccafion as appear abfqlutcly ncccflary for the public fcrvicc, I cannot but conjure 
you, gentlenicn, to enforce obedience to your refolutions, to fupport the dignity of 
government; for, fliould we fuffer Mr. Bolts with impunity to bid defiance to our au- 
thority,_ the confequenccs arc fo very obvious, that to mention them is unnccclfary, 
I do therefore move, That the refolulion of the Board of the 5th November, 1767, 
fhall be carried into execution, and, in cafe of difobcdicncc to your orders on the part 
of Mr. Bolts,, that he fliall pofitively befent prifoncr to Europe on thefirfl fiiip which 
ftall be difpatched fiom this Prefidcncy. 

(Signed) RICI-IARD SMITH. 

The Board ftill adhere to their former refolution of fending Mr. Bolts to Eng- 
land, — 

It is therefore Agreed and Refolved, That he lliall be fent to England by tire firft flrip 
that is difpatched this feafon. 

No. 124. 

Copy of a letter from Mahomed Reza Caion ( acting minifer to the Nabob oj 
Bengal) to Mr, Verelfl ; inclofmg Mr, Bolts's Proclamation. Recorded on 
Fort JVilliam Confidtations,,the i^th of Auguf» 1768. 

Coja Rafael and Coja Eftevan, two Armenians, who, were -under the cuflody of 
Captain Harper, and fent by. him to Colonel Barker, and by the Colonel delivered to 
Maha Rajah Scctabro}^, and by Seetabroy conduced hither to me, arc now at Mur- 
flied-abad. Mr. Bolts iffues a writing in the ftyle of a public order, or proclamation, 
to all ranks of people ; and affixes his feal upon the face thereof, in manner of a Fir- 
maun, and fends it hither. The fenfe of it is, that whofoever lhall imprifon or mo- 
leit the aforefaid Armenians, ffiall be anfwerablc for all his ballances and outftanding 
concerns. A copy of the writing is inclofed for your perufal, and the original is de- 
pofited with Mr. Sykes. I cannot comprehend what Mr. Bolts could propofe by fuch 
a writing. The Armenians are both here; confequcntly, what Mr. Bolts .has written 
is diredtly levelled at the Nizam, (Nabob) and the executive officers of the govern- 
ment adting under me; and there never was an inftance yet of any one who wrote 
in fuch a ftyle to the Nizam, and the officers of the government. 

Copy of a Proclamation under Mr. Bolts’s Hand and Seal. 

“ Be it known and signifieu — Whereas I have appointed Coja Rafael Ufannes 
Padry ?o colledt my ballanccs and outftanding debts, and to get together all my con- 
cerns in trade, which are now difperfed abroad in divers places. The aforefaid per- 
fon will colledt in the ballances from the feveral Affammies, according to juffice 
and equity, and will alfo get together and bring away all fuch concerns in trade 
‘‘ as are there outftanding on my account. Whoever, therefore, lhall, without caufe 
or pretence, impede and hinder this bufinefs, or any way moleft the aforefaid per- 
‘‘ fon, he lhall become refponfible for my ballances and outftanding concerns, and I 
will take due account of my affairs from him. I have written this by way of de- 
claration.” 

' (Signed) william BOLTS. ;(L. S.) 


No; 
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No. 125. ' 

JLstradt of Fort IViUiam Coiifultattom, dated Aiignf 26th, 1765 . 

The Prcrulcnt acquainted tlie Board, as a farther proof of the mifcondn£t of Mr, 
Boles, that Mr. Baber, when fub-fccrctary, had reported to him that Mr. Bolts, in- 
dlcad of duly executing the covenants font out by the Company, prohibiting any of 
tlteir, fervants receiving prefents, did elude their orders, and, inftcad of executing 
them himfclf, cmplo)-cd a writer to fign his name for him, who was alfo one of the 
iubferibing witncfics to the deed. 

The Board calling upon Mr. Baber to give his information in this point, lie ac- 
quainted them as follows : — \^nicn I was fub-fecretary, Mr. Bolts came to me at the 
iccrctary’s office in the council lioufc, and after telling me he had fomething of im- 
jiortance to fay to me, he took me alidc, and afkcd me, “ if I could let him fee his 
covenants lent out by the Company, prohibiting their fervants accepting prefents ; 
to which I replied I could.” He then defired me to go into a room where there 
were not any gentlemen writing ; I took him into the council room, and after fliew- 
ing him his covenants, he rcqucllcd me, in the moll carncll manner, to crecate them 
“ (ifrcpi allcdging, as a rcafon for making this requeft, “ that the ligning was not 
‘‘ liis own but his writer’s ; and tliis circumllancc was known to Mr. Sage, who he 
was apprchcnftve would make it public.” I told him, it was not in my power 
to grant him fuch a requeft,” and jicremptorily refufed him ; after this denial he 
then rcqucllcd, “ I tvcuhi keep this matter a profound feeret I told him, “ as long 
as I could do it confiftcntly with my duty to my employers I would ; but if it 
ftiould ever be of confcqucnce to difclofc this matter I muft look upon this pro- 
mife to be void.” 

No. 126. 

Extract of Fort TFilliam Cotfulfatiotts, dated September entity 1768. 

Mr. Baber delivered in his information upon oath as follows ; 

That in or about the month of September, which was in the year of our Lord 
1766, he, the faid Edward Baber, being then fub-fecretary to the laid United Com- 
pany’s Prclitlcnt and Council at Fort William, in Bengal aforefaid, William Bolts of 
Calcutta, at Fort William in Bengal aforefaid, came to him the faid Edward Baber 
nt the fccrctary’s office in the Council-houfc at Calcutta aforefaid, and then and there 
told him the faid Edward Baber, that lie the faid William Bolts had fomething of 
Importance to fay to him the faid Edward Baber, and then the faid William Bolts 
took the faid Edward Baber afide, and alked, if he could let him, the faid William 
Bolts, fee his covenants, meaning the deed of covenants made, or mentioned' to be 
made, between him the faid William Bolts of the one part, and the faid United Com- 
pany of merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, of the other part, jind 
.bciu-ing date on or about the 9th day of May, which was in the year of our I.ord 
1765, and which was fent out from England by the faid United Company, in order 
to proliibit their fervants from accepting of prefents from any of tlie Nabobs or other 
princes in India, &c. to which the faid Edward Baber anfwercd he could ; whereupon, 
the faid William Bolts, defired him the faid Edward Baber, to go with him the faid 
M^illiam Bolts, into a room where there were not any gentlemen writing, upon 
which he, the faid Edward Baber, went with the faid William Bolts into die Council- 
room, and then and there flicwed him the faid M^illiam Bolts, the faid deed of ewe-: 
nants j whereupon, the liiid 'William Bolts requefted him die faid Edward Baber, 
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in the moft carnefl manner, to permit him the faicl William Bolts,, to execute that 
deed afrefli, or over again, and to allow him the faid William Bolts, to take the faid 
deed home with him for that purpofe, meaning to his the faid William Bolts’s own 
houfe, wherein he then lived, at Calcutta aforcfaicl, allcdging, the rcafon for making 
that requeft, ihnt tbe ftgning •was not his own^ but his writer's ; meaning, that the name 
of him the faid William Bolts, as it then appeared to be ligned and wrote, or fet and 
fubferibed to the faid deed, was not of his the faid William Bolts's own proper hand 
writing, but that the fame was figned and wrote, or fet and fubferibed, by his the faid 
William Bolts’s writer •, and that the circumjlance, or fa£l, was known by Mr. Sage, 
meaning one Ifaac Sage, who was then in the fervicc of the faid United Company, 
who the faid Williain Bolts faid he was apprehenfive would make it public, and turn it to 
the prejudice of him the faid William Bolts, or exprefled himfclf in words to that or the 
like purport or effedt j whereupon, the faid Edward Baber then told him the faid 
William Bolts, that it was not in the power of him the faid Edward Baber, to grant 
or comply with the beforementioned requeft of the faid William Bolts ; upon which^ 
the faid William Bolts made ufe of fcveral arguments, in order to induce and pre- 
vail upon him the faid Edward Baber to grant or comply with the faid William 
Bolts’ beforementioned requeft, amongft other things infinuating, that it might be done 
without ever coming to the knowledge of the Prefident, or any of the Council at Fort Wil- 
liam in Bengal aforefaid ; whereupon the faid Edward Baber, in order to free him- 
felf from any farther importunities of him the faid William Bolts, then told the faid 
William Bolts, that he the faid Edward Baber was of a different opinion, and alfo that 
he thought it inconffftent with his duty ; • but in cafe he the faid William Bolts had a 
anind, they would go and confult Mr. Campbell upon it, meaning one Alexander 
Campbell, then in Calcutta aforefaid, in the fcrvice of the faid United Company, 
and who was a particular friend and acquaintance of him the faid William Bolts ; but 
he the faid William Bolts then rejedted that offer or propofal, and begged that the 
faid Alexander Campbell might not be made acquainted with the before mentioned 
affair or tranfadtion, whereupon the faid Edward Baber peremptorily fefufed to per- 
mit the faid William Bolts to execute the faid deed afrcffi, or over again, or to allow 
him to carry the fame home with him to his the faid. William Bolts’ own houfe for 
that purpofe ; and thereupon the faid William Bolts moft importunately folicited him 
the faid Edward Baber to keep the before mentioned matter or tranfaWwn a profound fecrei, 
upon which the faid Edward Baber then and there told the faid William Bolts, that 
fo long as he could keep it a fecret conliftehtly with his duty to his employers, mean- 
ing the faid United Company and their Prefident and Council at Fort William afore- 
faid, he would, but if it fliould be of confequence to difeover that matter or tranf- 
adtion, the faid Edward Baber would look upon that promife to be void, and incon- 
ftftent with his duty to his before mentioned employers. 

fi 

No. 127. 

Copy of a Paper affixed to the door of the Council houfe at Calcutta, between 
the e^th and the igth September, 1768. 

To the Public. 

. Mr. Bolts fakes this method of informing the public, that the want of a printing 
prefs in this city being of great difadvantage in bufinefs, and making it extremely 
difficult to communicate fuch intelligence to the community as is of the iitmoft im- 
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iportance to every Britilh fubjedt, he is ready , to give the befl encouragement to any 
perfoh or perfons who are verfed in the bufinefs of printing, and will undertake to 
manage a prefs, the t3^')es and ntenfils of which he can produce. 

In the mean time he begs leave to inform the public ^ that, having in manufcript 
many things to communicate, which moft intimately concern every individual, any 
perfon, who may be induced by curiofity, or other more laudable motives, will be 
permitted, at Mr. Bolts’ houfe, to read or take copies of the fame ; a perfon wjll give 
due attendance at the houfe from ten to twelve every morning. 

• No. 128. 

ExfraSf of Fort William Confultations, dated September ipli, jy6S. 

The Board came to the following refolution : ; 

Mr. William Bolts having obflinatel)'^ refufed complying with our frequent and 
repeated orders to return to England ^ having perlifted to infult our authority and 
government, and to fubvert the principles of lubordination ; having aggravated every 
circumflance of his condudt, tvhich is flrongly pointed out and reprefented- in our 
Confultations of 5th November, 1767, and which then made us deem it necelTarj^j 
for the fupport of our authority, and for the prefervation of the peace, order, and 
tranquility of this fettlement, and throughout the honourable Company’s poGeffions 
in Bengal, to refolve on feizing his perfon, and forcibly fending him home, it became 
more particularly incumbent on the Board to enforce fhefe orders; — 

And it is accordingly Agreed and Refolved, to fend Mr. Bolts home a prifoner pjj 
board the Valentine, -if he refufes to comply with our orders ; and Captain Purvis 
having exprefled to the Prelident fome doubts how far he may be made relponfible 
for the execution of fuch a meafure, Ivlr, Bolts having already ferved Captain Pun'is 
with a protell againft taking him on board the Valentine, the Board, in order to re- 
move evety apprehenlion which Captain Pun'is feems to entertain of the confequence 
of detaining him, do farther Agree, as the agents and reprefentatives of the Com- 
pany, to give Captain Purvis an indemnification for his fatisfadfion, and from that 
confideration only, as they are well convinced of the legality of fuch a meafiire, that 
it will meet with ^e approbation of the honourable the Court of DireSrors, as tvell 
as thole fimilar meafures which were taken in the year 17^^? with regard to the of- 
ficer who refigned and were fent home. 

No, 129. 


Captain Robert Code's Report to the Board, in rejpecl to his taking charge of 

Mr^ Bolts. ’ 

Calcutta, Sept, zjd, 

That finding the doors open he went up fiairs, and found >&. Boity alone, and 
Crewing him the Board’s order Ivlr. Bolts faid he_ would not lea^-e his houfe unlds 
Cantaln Coxe made him a prifoner and forced him ; ' the- Gaptam tellii^ cina^ne 
was glad to find him fb well prepared to leave the place, he iard he nad expe&sd 
he-lhould be forced away, -and had been very buly in getting hm^eu in reamneis. 
After this Captain Coxe thinking he made a ver}' unnecd^ v^ . ,--”5 
he intended to procure himfelf to be arreired'for debt, ^nrec to 
patch, unon which he again faid he would not^ go usie^ Cautain Goie^rcr^ 
^Vhereuuon the Captain called two Sepoys,_^«.co put on 

bv his defire, faying, he would not go nr a:a no? -.aA-e noia o- 

p d 2 
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then came down flairs, defiring fome gentlemen' prefen’t to take notice that he .'was 
forced out of his hoiife. Captain Coxe adds, that Mr. Bolts was, in every refpedtj 
prepared for this order, having his books and papers in great form, which he 'de- 
livered to his attornies, telling them, that every thing was fo plain th*ey could not 
ipiftake,, obferying that plain diredtions were given as to fuch debts as they were 
to get , in. _ • - 

. No. 130. 

. ExtraSi of an addifmiat Letter frotn the T ref dent a?id Council at "Fort William t 
m Bengal^ to the Court of Dirediorst dated September z/^tli^ 1768, aeud fe7it 
by fie Valentine. , , . . . , , , ' ..... 

We beg leave to add a' circumflance relative to Mr., Bolts, that has happened 
fince doling our dilpatches. We informed you In our letter, we had diredted him 
to be fent by force to England, if he refufed to comply with our orders; we i'ma- 
^ned he did refufe to comply with them^ and Captain Robert Coxe w^as ordered to 
feize him with a guard, and carry him on board the Cuddalorc fchooner,' which 
Was prepared ' to receive him arid his neceflaries, but was particularly cautioned 
that3 in performing this fervice, he Ihould force no doors, locks, or windows, and 
life as little violence as the riature of the cafe would admit. Mr. Bolts has been 
accordingly condudted on board the Cuddalore fchooner, and is now proceeding to 
be embarked on board the -Valentine, in' order to be fent to England ,* and we mufl 
beg leave to obferve to you, gentlemen, that it appears, from the whole tenor 
of "his condudt, that his- aim has been to reduce us to the neceilitp taking this 
meafure ;'he had' ' prepared himfelf for the voyage; and he had; we are fnformedi 
all his papers and eveiy thing neceliary ready, in order to embark, .when he was 
feized by Captain Coxe. ' . ' 


On the ■ R E V E N U E S. . : 

No. 131., ' ' . 

the 'Right Honourable Lord Clives Bi'efdeht and Governor, &c. Gentlemen of 

the Seledl Committee. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, , Calcutta, Sept. 33111,1755., . 

In cpnfequence of your appointment of me- to the Supra-viforfhip of the Burdwan 
affairs, I immediately applied myfelf to the examination of the accounts of the reve- 
nues of that country, as far as they had been tranfmitted to , the Board, from the Corii- 
pany’s flrft taking poffeffion of that province. The following is a fummary flatement 
thereof, fpecifying each year’s demands and payments. . 

Dr. Burdwan Revenues, 1761-. Gr. 

Rupees. Rqpe«. 

To balance of rydo - 511000:0 :0 Total receipts - - - 3.304881:12:1^ 

Malguzarry 1761 - 3250000 : o :,o Balance due - -- - - 456118 : 3 : 6 

3761000:0:0 3761000:0^0 

. . • ■ -• ■ . Dr. 
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Dr» Burdwan Revenues;, 1762. ;/ Cr. 

1 Rupees. . . ... Rupees. ■ 

Malguzarry 17^2, 3400060, : o :,o Total receipts - * 3521635 :8:0, 

An overplus - - - 3 21635..:' 8': o- ; . , ‘ , 

3521635 i'S : o 

' > . . . * ■ ' • ^ 

Dr. Burdwan Revenues,. 1763.., ■ ' Cr. 

Malguzarry 1763 - ;3400o6o.: 0:0 ’ Total -'receipts. - 334420a : o - o 

■ - y Ballanccdue,'- -■ - 55860: 0 : 0 


3/}ocooo : G ; o - 

Dr. Burdwan Revenues, 1764. Cr. 

Malguzarr}* 1764 - - 3200000:0:0 ■ Total receipts . - 3149737:4:3 

, ' Ballance due - - - '.'50262:11 : '9 ■ 


' ' ' ' 3200000 : o : o 

Dr. The Burdu'an Rajali Account Ballances. Cr. 

To amount ballance 1761 456118 : 3 : 6 An overplus 1762 •• ■■ 121635 ; 8 : o 

55S00.: o : o Ballance -• - - - 440545 : 7 ; 3 

1764 50262:11 : 9 ; , -rr — . 

— . 562180:15:3 

562180:15 : 3 ... ^ 


AVhich vill be accounted for as follows, - - - - - * - - 440545 : 7 : 3 

Dedudb h’ludge-kiraut for the year 1761, allowed to the Conguy's 
and other olncers, negledtcd to be ilruck off the Malguzarry in the 
above ftatement of that year - - - - — - - - - - - 51103:6:0 


389442 : 1 : 3 

Dedudt Poolbundy advanced for repairs of • dykes,. 

roads. See. to be paid by them ------ 41000 : 0 : o 

Difference of Batta on monies remitted, which the 
Rajah accufes the Podars of the Calcutta treafury of 
not having brought to account, and which he engages ^ 

to prove, if nor, he is to pay the fame - - - - 45426:10 : o 

• — ' T-' — -8 6426 : 10 : o 


303015 : 7 : 3 

Dedudt cafhpaid into the treafury from June 30th to July 6th » ^ 1 62752 -0:0 


Rupees, 140263 : 7 ; 3 

Bv the above ftatement you win obferve,' that, at the clofe of the fourth year, there 
\V2s immediately due from the Rajah rupees 303015:7:3, which I demanded of him, 
infilling on the full payment of it before we came to any fettlement for the prefent year. 
JPe made many objed;ions to a compliance, particularly remarking, thst, as he had 

been 
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been.divcfted of all' power and inL^nence Ati.tbe colledlions, he thought it unjuft to he ob-- 
liged to anfwer for any Ioffes and deficiencies in the revenues which have arofe frorii the. 
bad con(du^:qf thpfe who had the :management.„ However, ak I perfifted in his complying - 
with the Malguzarry he had agreed for,' he at length' confehted, and paid into the treafury 
the fum of rupees 162,752 in part of hi's ballance, and executed an obligation tb pay the 
remainder rupees 140,263 fy : 3-in two months,’ .wliicH ' H accepted, and defired him to 
proceed to Burdwan, and that I flrould, in cbhfequence of my appointment, imme- 
diately follow him. The fum of- rupees 41,000, lent by the Company, under the head 
of Poblbundy, to the tenants, for the rieceffary repairs of dykes, roads, &c. isffill but- 
ffanding,.-.^nd,, when, due, .will be collected and brought.tp the Company’s credit., . In : 
the fettling, thb accounts there appears.a,4eficiency’”ofrupees 45,426: 10, which the'Ra- 
jah cqmjql^ns .of as owing to the roguery of thofe people in Calcutta appointed to fhroff 
and receive the, money, and which I cannot think him any ways anfwerable for, as it is 
evident the whole was difpatched from Burdwan. The Rajah has ,fince paid part of the 
bond he gave for rupees i4o,26,3 .<7;-33 apdl .make no doubt but he will Ihortly dif- 
charge the whole. ..... 

r On. my atriyal; at .Burdwan^ .’and . infpefting.-.the-: ffate of the revenues and colledlionsi 
for the-preceding as well -as the prefent;yeaf, I was furprifed to find a large decreafe of 
the revenues from- the firft of our taking poffeffion. The rents of the province, accord- 
ing to . the. Jumrnabundy, or rent-roll, of 1 168, or 1761, amounted to rupees 
3,724,474: io;8, which by the ^outcry of 1169, were encreafed rupees 529,034: i: ii, 
alfo by Chaukeran Balgu'zarry a^aifs -f 5 r-iarids,alibtted-fbr-fervants, refumed this year) 
rupees 103, 825,^ making in.all rup,ees 4,357,334; o : 7,, out of which rupees 3,785 .*4 ; 4 .. 
wfere dedu&edfbr the Rajah’s ''Nluicar in one of the Purguhriahs, the’fum therefore'due'' 
was rupees ' 4,353,5'48 ria': 3," of which were' coHedred from dhe farmers rupees 
3;46o,g85 : i :8.‘ For the year 1170, or 1763, ‘the farne Jumrnabundy and with feme 
fmall articles of encreafe, came to rupees 4,4'8i,o3''5 : 10: i‘5, of which were, colledted 
rupees 9 : 4. The very great ballances bf thefe two years, amounting to ru- 

pees 1,654,134: 12:6, made the honourable Board Tenfible of, the inapoffibility of the. 
then farmers comprying with their agreemehts,''and that the lands could no’t be made to . 
produce any thing' eqhal to the v^i^tibn ih confequeiice of the '^ outcry, in 1169; they 
therefore ilTued an order, whereby thofe who chofe ittnighfrelinquifli or keep their farms 
on making good their' ballances “out of 'their privat'e fortunes, -and that fuch as wbrenot 
able fhouTd haye their farm's taken from them, and their goods fold to do it. Many 
were glad to take advantage of the firft order, altho’ certain ruin attended.it; and many 
more were obliged to fubmit to ^the' latter, ‘by whith landsftp.the amount of rupees; 
2,61 5,43 4:4:4 became' Cofs J The 'difadvantages of colledtihg in -that manner were fo , 
evident, that it was refolved to endeayour.to farm them out again for the third year on the 
beft terms that could be 'procured'. 'The 'examplesj however, bf the two former years 
were fufbcient - to prevent men of- fubftance nnd .credit frqrn offering themfelves ; fo 
that only. to the amount of rupees' .580,429 :4:b 'was lakeh at' a confiderable difeouiit 
frorh the' former Junima or valuation, although the moft profitable were feledt'ed out 
of the whole by" the Muttafeddees, who were well acquainted with what they would 
produce. The- reft, amounting .to rupees 2,035,034: 4: 0, ftill continued .Cofs, and 
Sheikdars, or colleBiorS were appointed to them, 'people' 'in every fefpeft as unworthy ' 
and infamous in their charadters as the purchafers of the year 1169, who had been juft 
difmifled, by 'Which ' tile' expences in colledting were very confiderably encreafed. 
The -Jumrnabundy .of 1 17.1, -including an., encreafe, t-bis. year, of .rupees.. 3, 043:9; i;6, 
amounted to rupees, 4, 48 4, 049 : 4i 1 1 out.oF which is, tbbe-deduifted rupees 12 ,-744,: 4 : 1 8.. 
for Ioffes fuft^ned .by hail,. &Qf fo that rupees ’4,47.1, 304; 15 :13 remained. due ; of 
this fum:was only colledted rupees 3,5i2,-39 ‘.33 ; o, fo, that, there appears to.he.a .ballance ■ 


• Public fcle. 
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for the firfl j^ear of rupees 892,563 : 10 : 1 5; for the fccond,- rupees 761,571 : i : 1 1 ; and 
for the third, rupees 958,9 1 1 : 12': 1 3, making together, for the three years for which 
the lands were fold at outcr}^, a deficiency in the eftimation made from the.fales of 
1169 of rupees 2,613,046 ; 8 : 19. Out of the ballance of the third j^ear, the fum of 
rupees 554,124:6: 14 arifes from the Cofs-lands only, a fum much- larger- than the 
amount-advances bid at the outcry, not a rupee of which can ever be recovered, as the 
revenues of thefe lands arc colledbcd by fervants . apjiointed for that purpofe, whofe duty 
it was to pay into the treafury — only what they , receive from the tenants, on fettling 
whofe accounts no farther demand could.be made upon them. From the . above ac- 
count you will obferve how very fliort of what was eftimated in 1 1 69 the real produce of 
the province has been, and how little profpeft there was .of its mending nor do I 
think it can be othenvife whilll; the fame plan of an outcry is_puffued. The' being 
put into immediate poflTcfiion of lands, of which the purchafer is to have the foie col- 
lc<£tion> independent of the Rajah and his officers, or the chief and Council, on his 
agreeing to pay into the Cutcherry a certain fum, is a fufficient inducement for men of 
defperate fortunes, fuch as have no method of livelihood, and who, by their mal-prac- 
tices in other parts, were incapable of getting employment, to come and offer them- 
felves as purchafers, thereby fecuring an immediate fubfiftence, and hoping by their 
oppreffion to get fome profit, even lliould they buy in the lots too dear to obtain any 
thing by them in a fair way ; and as the fale was public, no bidder could there be 
confiftently objedted to. With thefe views, they cared not what they bid ; and 
while the old farmers, who had poffeffion, perhaps, from father to fon for many 
years paft, continued to rife in their offers, and probably exceeded the real value 
of the lands, rather than be turned out of what they efteemed their ellates and 
habitations, and infultcd by new comers ; thefe lad always thought they could 
afford fomething more : thus the greateft part of the province fell into the hands 
of a fet of rapacious wretches, who revelled in the produce of the lands which 
ought to have been paid into the Cutcherry ; the confcquence of which was, that, at 
the clofe of the year 1170, a mod enormous ballance was incurred, as has been above 
remarked, and the Ryots, who had been oppreffed by the head farmers, and rhany 
ruined, were obliged to defert their lands which then became uncultivated. The fub-. 
dantial farmers, who, rather than quit their habitations, had purchafed at the 
outcry, at an exorbitant rate, were obliged to relinquifli their farms on making good 
the ballances out of their private fortunes, by which many were ruined, whild all the 
fatisfaftion that could baobtained from the others, was to .turn them out, without hopes 
©f ever recovering any thing from them. 

It is a circumdance that mud appear evident to every one who refledts on the na- 
ture of this fcheme, how prejudicial it will ultimately prove • to the country. If the 
leafes are granted for fo fliort a time, it only ferves as an incitement to ill-dif- 
pofed people to take them ; having no concern in the future fuccefs a*nd wel- 
fare of the country, they pay no regard to any thing but the enriching them- 
felvcs at the cxpence and to the detriment of the induflrious Ryot, by which the 
■ lands foon become neglefted and uncultivated. It is a known cuflom here for 
the farmers, who are defirous of encreafing the number of Their tenants, and pro- 
moting the good of their country, to aflid them from time to time with money to- 
wards purchafing the neceffary implements for cultivation, as lycll as to fupport their 
families till the produce of their lands enable them to fupport themfelves, and which 
I have never known repaid in lefs than three years. It is not, therefore, to be ex- 
pedted that people in the above circumflances fliould attempt improvements at a cer- 
tain lofs ; on the contrary, when the lands are diljiofed of at a moderate rent, to fub- 
dantial and creditable people, to be held in perpetuity, it becomes their own interefl, 
equally with that of the government, to encourage the cultivation. 
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-■ After the heavy lofTcs and real detriment the firft outcry had prokd of to the 
whole province, l-was;greatly furprifed to find, on my ^arrival there, that it had been 
again -expbfed to public fale; however, pUrchafers liad. only been found for about 
2 2 lacks of mpees, fo great was the prejudice taken at the former Talc, and the whole 
of that very confiderably under : the Jumma-bundy of -i'i6p, excepting . the farriis 
lately held by Mefirs. Johnftonc, Ha}’’, and Bolts, on which a great advance was bid * j 
the reft of theprovlncc, . for which there w’cre no bidders,' became Cofs j the ftatcmcnc 
of the revenues of rhefe lands is as follows.: ’ 

‘ Chriftian Mva, ' Bengal' yEra. Rupees. ‘Annas. Pice. 

1760, 'dr .1167 , / i>OJ 4,242 : I :.4 ‘ . 

; ' 1761, - i'i68- • i,i 65 , 9 io ': 3 : 16 ’ ' . . 

1762, - 1169 1,272,854 :.ci ; 15 , ■ 

1763, - 1170 1,272,854 : o : 15 

. .’ 17 ,^ 4 ’ ■ , 9x2,237 :i: 5, 

By which' }’'OU will obferve the great difference, in the Jumma, or valuation of them, 
"between 1-169, and 1 1 71, the firfl and the lafl; years of the outcry, befides the almoft cer- 
tainty, from the difirefs the lands were left in, of their decreafing as much again in their 
value, if continued to be colledted iii this manner, and attended with a very confidcrable 
addition of expence in fc'rvants, See. that mttfl: be employed in that fervice. Such a 
profpeft of inevitable ruin I thought required feme immediate ftep to be taken. Nothing- 
appearing fo effectual as what I mentioned above, I endeavoured to engage men of 
fubftance and charadter to take the charge of them, with a promife, that if they 
exerted them’felves in- the improvement, they -ffiould never be difjiofreficd, but meet 
with all due encouragement and favour from the Compan}\ In confequence of this 
many offered, and confidering how far the feafon was advanced, I thought no time 
fliould be loft in putting them into' immediate polTeffion; and notwithftanding the 
beft part of the time for cultivation is clapfed, they have agreed to pay, within very 
little, w'hat they yielded I'aft year; the next year they give ah encreafe, the third- a 
larger, and the fourth they will_ fully pay what they produced in 1167; after which, 
fnould it be found neceffary to lay any general encreafe or tax upon the province, thefe 
people will fubjedt themfelves thereto equall3>^ with others. 

I make no doubt but the Company will receive this year from thirty-two to thlrty- 
fhree’lacks, which is as much as they have hitherto got upon a medium. The Rajah 
has already offered thirty-two -for his Malguzarr}’’ ; but as on a farther ferutiny into 
the feveral branches of the bufinefs, and diminifliing the feveral very heavy charges 
at prefent upon the province, I may fomewhat encreafe it, I have hitherto deferred 
coming to any agreement with him ; fince, if I did, whatever lliould arife, would of 
courfe gg to him. I have already reprefented to him the great and unneceflary charge 
of his troops, the monthly pay of which is rupees 22,000; the more fo as the Com- 
pany keep there a battalion of Sepoys for the fervice of the province. He has ftruck off 
7000 i-upees per month, and ’I am in great hopes I fliall be able to leffen this -charge 
frill more. ■ ' ’ ■ 

The -Bazee Zemeen, or charity lands, are fald to amount to between four and 
five lacks of Begas, great part of thefe it has been thought (and I -believe with 
reafon) to be mifapplied ; the Board has' repeatedly ordered a ferut-iny to be made into 
the Sunnuds and claims, but ! do not find it has ever }^et been properly fettled, and 
a tax was to have been laid on ■ fuch- as, - on ' examination, •fliquld 'be found to be In 
die pofTeffion of people no ways - 'entided thereto'; laft year the -revenues fell fo very 

* For the Court of Diredlors fentim.ents hereon, See^xtraSoT their letter to the Seleft Committee, 
in Bengal.-^ Ajppendix, j). 137, Jiaragraph 17. . 
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oEoit, and ibmc expedient being thought ncccffary to raife more monc}'-, if poffibic, 
■ to complete the Company’s Malguzarr)", Johnlione taxed the whole , of this land 
at 9 Annas., per Bega, without regard to what was really applied to the purpofes it was 
intended for, except fome which Air. Alarriott had cleared during his Ihort ftay at 
Kurdwan ; as thefc lands lia-\'c ever been held facred and. free; from any impoftion, I 
.mull think fo general an order would not have met with the fandlion of the Board, 
had the cafe been properly ftated to them ; but there appears to me to have been an 
abfolute necellity for fome extraordinary meafurc, fincc the revenues, of the country 
could not fupply the Aialguzarry, although at the fame time the Board agreed to re- 
ceive two lacks Icfs than the Rajah had before fettled ; for the confequence of this has 
been, that many of thefc lands have been left uncultivated, until very latelj'’, on' my 
atruranccs that fuch as can prove their claims fliall have their lands given up for the 
future ; as many of thefe lands have become the property of people whofe want of 
.merit and qualifications to entitle them to fuch an indulgence, ferve but to make it a 
.nurfery of indolence; and as the right of reverfion is veiled in the Rajah, I repre- 
fented it tO' him, and have obtained in behalf of the Company the reverfion of what 
fliall fall to him by death, until it amounts to one half of the whole, as a fund for 
the ufc and fupport of fuch invalided Sepoys and others, as have or may luffer in our 
fendee : the better to fccurc this, as foon as poffibic, a regular regifter of them is 
making. 

On examining into the circumflances of the principal farmers of the province, I 
found that the mofi; confidcrablc p.art of the lands was farmed by Aluttafeddees, and 
thofc the moft profitable fclcftcd out by them ; it is through thefe people we are to 
acquire a knowledge into the flate of the country, the revenues and cuftoms in col- 
Icdling ; and while they, by being fuch extenfive , farmers, have fo large an intereft, 
they do their utmoft not only to keep us ignorant but alfo to deceive us in points of 
the greatefl; confequence ; befides which, being themfelves capable, and no doubt 
guilty of great frauds in their accounts, they arc under the neceffity of conniving at 
the fame in others, to prevent a dctcdlion in rhcmfclvcs. The\' are very fenfible how 
thefc arguntents may be ufed againfl them, and are the more cautious of letting it be 
known what lands they have ; they, therefore, have a cuftom of making feverai Go- 
mallahs to take them, giving different people in their families for fecurities ; this is not 
only the cuftom of the heads, but is followed by every petty Alohooree in each office ; 
cxclufivc of which, the infamous pradlices ufed by them to obtain the lands at the 
outcry at an under rate, arc moff notorious. I would therefore recommend, that fuch 
Aluttafeddees as hold a large quantity of lands, flrould be obliged to quit them, or 
their offices, and that nobody holding any poll be penuitted to farm, except it be a 
very fmall quantity for the conveniency of their houfe and family ; I would, however,, 
defer it till the beginning of next year, as the heavy colledticns arc now coming on, 
and their quitting their farms immediately might be very prejudicial. 

The obtaining a true knowledge of the revenues, and juft valuation of the country,, 
has ever been ftrenuoufly recommended by the Company, but we have been very, far. 
from acquiring it. It was Mr. Johnftone’s opinion, as has been before remarked, 
that the beft method was to expofe the province to a public fale, and that the amount 
that ffiould be bid, would fix its utmoft value; however, exclufive of the many dif- 
advantages of this plan juft explained, and which we have learnt from experience, . 
there remains another very material objcdlidn, and .which is the caufe of the Alutta-. 
feddees recommending it, viz. that it leads.to no difeovery of - what they have hitherto 
concealed, as (fuppofihg the juftnefs of Air., Johnftone’s argument) it can only fix the 
value of thofe lands we arc atprefentacquainted with ;. wffiereas, I believe, nobody doubts . 
but by finding out the quantity of lands which. really cxift, .the revenues coming into ■ 
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the Sircar would 'be- greatly encreafcd, I mean cxclufivc of what might be difcovcrccl'; 
in the Bazce Zcmcen, which- itfclf mull be very confiderablc. The great quantity of; 
lands in'pofleflion of the different Muttafeddees, have been felcftcd out of the whole; 
province as, the- moll; profitable, /containing more cultivated ground, and producing a 
‘greater profit than is by moll; people imagined ; thefe they ever kcptamongH; them- 
lelves, to prevent their real value being known. I would therefore recommend, that 
an account Ihould be made of every Purgunnah, and every village, haut, &c. in it,, 
its Jumma, and the exadl meafurcnient 'of its lands, and as much of this laff as pof- 
■fiblc to be executed by futveyors appointed by yon',;, the Muttafeddecs have ever op- 
pofed this, and reprefented it as imprafticablc, liccaufe'.thcy arc fcnfiblc it mull tend- 
to their-difgrace, and thb diminifliing their .advantages ; but which, I am convinced, . 
may be overcome, notwithftanding every obftaclc from them is to be expefted : it 
will be the more eafy too when fuch as chufe to hold their offices are divefted of their, 
lands, and the reft only farmers without the.influcncc of office. The .above objedlions-- 
which they have raifed make it the more dcfifablc, fince it is known they have their, 
intereft in avoiding it. 

On my arrh-al atBurdwan I found the Rajah, as he had before affured me, quite- 
unacquainted with the tranfadtions and affairs of his country,, and without the rcfpedl; ' 
•due to -his office; his incapacity, and the ncccffity of our fuperior influence and- 
power, may be urged as a reafon.for it.; .but I think' it will be better policy to have 
him fully acquainted with his affairs, and that a proper refpedt fltould be paid him as ' 
•Rajah ; nor would I have him under fuch, an influence, as not to be able to make his - 
complaints to Calcutta in any cafe where he may think himfclf aggrieved, as 'I am. 
informed happened' in Mr. Johnflone’s timey -ivhen, after having made hisefcape pri- 
vately out of the province, he was obliged -to return without being allowed a hear- 
ing ; and his officers, who were bringing the .papers, .whiph were proofs of his griev- 
ances, were feized jufl entering Calcutta, by fome of the fadlory Sepoys, and alfo - 
carried back. At the fame time I would hot quit the leaf! jot of our power in the- 
country. Nothing on his part can be done without our inutual confent; and I find- 
him both willing and ready to concur in ever)' thing I propofe. By fupporting him. 
on this footing we may with greater propriety make him accountable for' any defi-- 
ciency in the payment of the revenues than we could before. Although I have ■ 
made him accountable for cvcry riipce of thc-ballanccs of former )’-cars, yet I muff 
fay his complaints in Calcutta, of the hardfhip done, him in obliging him to_ pay 
them, have been founded on too much reafon. He cannot now plead the fame 
tlie Company will have a double fecurity, the revenue-, itfelf, as the colleftions will- 
frill contiiTue to pafs through our hands, and the Rajah, in cafe of deficiency from 
the roguery of his people, employed. 

I have been taking an account of the :ballances of former )''ears’ rents. due to the- 
Rajah, which are very confiderablc. I fhall colledl as much of them as I can with- 
out oppreffing thc people, or any -v^ays' injuring die colledtions of this, year, and re- 
commend- this as a fund for -paying off 'his debts, ■which are very large. Many of 
his creditors have the whole of their fortunes in his. hands; - but amongft the. firff to‘ 
be confidered, I would recommend JuggutSeet,' and one Gurdy Loll : .the, former, for 
' his attachment to the Englifli, arid the fufferings of his , family on our account, I 
think deferves our atjention, and that we fliould take this opportunity of manifelling 
our regard for them ; the latter, on our firff .taking pOfleffion, as I have been in- 
' formed, voluntarily lent the Rajah pne lack '.of rupees -f, which was paid into our 
treafury at- a time when, owing to . the troubles in the cotnitry, the Rajah, found 
great difficulty in colleftlng in his revenues',; and although he was promifed to -be very 
Siortly. refunded, -he has to this day received nothing.. 





X.. P , P ’ E N t> I' 3 c. 2t9 ’ 

. ’’i'he raw filk of this province being of a better quality than that of Coffimbazar, 
^nd the Company’s demands for this article greater than before, I am giving every 
■■•encouragement to encreafe the produce of it. By letting the mulberiy plailtations at 
a lefs rent than in other countries, it will induce a number to employ their lands for 
'this purpofe, and largely encreafe our revenues ; for a fpot of land with mulberry 
'treCs^ and another with padd)q and the ground of both equal in goodn'efs, the former 
will yield a rent'from eight to twenty rupees, when the latter’ will not yield two ru- 
pees. The encreafe of quantity will I hope decreafe the price, when this article 
:may be purchafed for the Company at a reafonable rate. 

From the' vicinity of the Burdwan province to the Prefidenc}', I cannot think the 
appointrnent of a faftoiy any ■vvays neceflary. One perfon to refide oh the fpot, 
Avho will, in conjunction ■with tire Rajah and his. officers, hgn all papers, and ifliie 
all orders, which regard the colledlions, is fully fufficient, and which is at prefent the 
duty of the council in rotation. A fupra-vifor may, as he fees occafion, go tlierc to 
fettle and regulate any matters that may occur, or fend his diredtions from hence. If 
• it is urged that thefe gentlemen prefide over the^feveral courts of jufticcj and thereby 
relieve the poor, I mult remark, that in fo very large a diftridt as this province, it is irn- 
poffiblc to have the greateft part of the complaints brought to Burdwan. It is therefore 
cuftomary to iffue diredtions to the Sheikdars, &c. in the Purgunn-ahs at the head of 
the petition, ordering them to enquire into it. Befides which, as the gentlemen arc 
obliged to inform themfelvcs- through the fervants and Banyans appointed to each 
■office, I do not think it fo neceflary to have that number, as one might equally well 
attend to caufes of any confequence. I am the more inclined to recommend this 
change, as it would be a- means of leflening very confiderably the cxpcnces of the 
fadtory. Whatever fliall be recovered this way, inftead of reverting to the Rajah, 
may be added to the Company’s Malguzarry; Should your lordfliip, &c. think it 
neceflary to piirfue this meafure, I beg leave to offer to your confideration the fixing, 
the neceffary appointments on this occafion, both to the fupra-vifor and the affiftant. 

I have the honour to be, See. 

H. VERELST. 

No. 132. 

Courts oftabliflied in the province of Burdwan for the admini- 
Biration 5f juftice, and colledtion of the revenue. 


^'he like dinwijii'atibn p're’'jails nearly in all the provinces of Bengal. 


'Judder Cu I cherry. 

in this court are received ail the land-rents and revenues of the province, all ac- 
^counts relative to them adjuftedi all purchafes and fales of lands and property con- 
, ■ffrmed, all differences between landlord and tenant heard and determined, and from 
hence all orders refpefting vhe rents and revenues are ifTued. 


Difiore. 

This court fuperlntends the 'cohduift of all the forces, guards, and bdicr ]K-rfon^ 
employed fOr the protedlion of the province in general, the prevention or thci.s and 
difturbances of the peace of the inhabitants; and all orders refpccting men pcr.o.iS 
^ire iflued from this office : at the fame tirirc it provides for their pay and iubliflcnce. 


E e 2 


Fouz- 
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Fouzdcrryi ; ■ ■ 

. The jurifdiaion of this, coint is wholly confined to criminal matters, and the 
judgment of capital offences. 

Eurrah Adalat , 

■ Js a court of meum and tuum for' all demands above 50 rupees, and does not in- 
terfere in any claims under the amount of that fum. . , . 

Ameen Duftore ■ : 

Is-in a great meafure a court fubordinate to the Sudder Cutcherryj as all complaints 
are firfl made to the former, and referred from thence for trial to the latter. The}’’ 
relate entirely to the bufinefs of the revenue, and the condudt of thofe emj)loyed ia 
the colledtions. . . • 

Chootah AdeJat 

Takes cognizance of all fuits for debts not exceeding the fum of 50 rupees., 

Eazee Zemcen Dufiore. . 

Is a court for fettling all differences relative to charity lands, and other public 
fupports.- Each perfon’s property in claims of this kind are afeertained,- and from 
hence all orders refpedling them are iffued. 

Bazee Jumma Duftore. ' ; 

This court takes cognizance of adulteries, abortions, and other crimes, that more 
immediately .concern the peace and happinefs of private families, grants for lands, 
and public works for the accommodation of travellers, fuch as Tanks, or ponds of 
water. Serais, or refting places. See. are iffued from this court.. 

Karidge Duftore. 

The landholders accounts, when fettled, are fent to this court for payment ; and in. 
fuch cafes where the debtor is incapable of paying the amount,, a power is lodged im 
this court to compromife the debt. , 

ALL the proceedings of thefe COURTS, and evidence given (except in matters of 
a trifling nature) are recorded ; and no orders of thefe courts in Burdwan can be 
executed, until approved and figned by the Rajah, or fupreme governor of the pro- 
vince, and by the Englifh' fefident on the part of the Company as Dewan. ' This lafl 
regulation was found neceffary to reprefs the extreme corruption which, before pre- 
vailed. It muft be confefl’ed that this power is very great, although an improper ufe 
of it is in fome meafure prevented by the cheeks interpofed; That the prefent fyf- 
tem of government is an improvement, may be feen from the flourifhing date of the 
province, and from the conditipn of the Company’s revenues. 

An appeal againfl the conduft of the refident may at all times be made ,to the go- 
vernor and council. • 

No.. 133. 

The Prejidenfs Mimite, ?-efpc5ihjg the Calcutta lands. 

' I now beg leave to lay before you therefultof my long and laborious refearches, 
into the Calcutta lands. ' . , ^ f- ' 

By 
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Ry the fcvcral accounts taken at different times of the meafnrement of the twenty- 
four Purgunnahs, it appears, that the whole of the lands amount to 1,082,543 Be- 
gas, and fifteen Cottas of ground*, which has been cultivated ; but on account of chari- 
ties, lands pretended to be deferted, and others again fecreted, not above two thirds 
of this meafurement have adlually paid rents to the Compan)% 

■ A rcfearch into the caufe of this deficiency, (being well convinced that, infliead of 
a deercafe, there has been a confiderablc incrcafe of the inhabitants on the Company’s 
lands,) is what has particularly engaged my time and attention. 

On an examination of the charity lands it appears, that tvhen the Company re- 
ceived charge of thefe Purgunnahs, the total of lands alfigned for this purpofe (an 
account of which was delivered in by the Zemeendars themfelves) Begas. - C. G. 
amounted to - - - - - ' - - - - 217,452 : 19 : 8 

fince when there has been refunied - ' - - ' 14,97.1 : i : o. 

fo that the total of the charity lands fliould ftand at - - 202,481 : 18 : 8 

Inftead of which it has, by fome means, probably by the villainy of the black fer- 
vants in office, increafed fince that time to no lefs than 263,702 Begas, 2 Cottas,. 
S Gundas, by which the Company has been deprived of the annuahrent of -6 1,220 
BeMS, 4 Cottas, 8 Gundas, nioft, if not all, of which has mofl; probably been dif- 
poled of amongft the black fervants in office, or their dependents. 

In the account of thefe lands, it is faid that 25,679 Begas, 13 Cottas, have bee w 
lying uncultivated for a confiderablc time. As they were originally defigned for, and 
appropriated to the immediate maintenance and fupport of poor people, or to reli- 
gious purpofes, they could be of ufe only whilfi; they were cultivated ; .and ought 
immediatel)', as they became negledled by the people who had the charge of them, 
to have been refumed, according to the cuffom of the country, by the Company. 

I judge a confiderablc addition might be made to the revenues by obliging every per- 
fon to produce the Sunnud byivhich he is entitled to hold thefe lands. The amount 
of the lands allotted to the above charitable purpofes, after refuming the 61,220- 
Begas, 4 Cottas, 8 Gundas, I think is very confiderablc ; for eflimating the 202,481 
Begas, 18 Cottas, 8 Gundas, at the medium rent of the other lands, the annual reve- 
nue will be no lefs than 314,638 rupees. 

The amount of the Ryotty lands, or thofe which are farmed out, appears on the ■ 
Cutcherry books to be 591,172 Begas, 9 Cottas, producing an annual revenue of- 
i',oi2,305 rupees, 12 Annas. There have, moreover, flood under this head 29,363, 
Begas, 3 Cottas, 12 Gundas, faid to be uncultivated ; but from the feveral examina- 
tions made therein, I am of opinion that it is moflly cultivated, and ought to be 
brought to the immediate credit of the revenue. It alfo appears, that the lands held, 
by the fervants in office, and their dependents, have been eflimated at a lefs ren| than 
they lliould have been by 15,877 rupees, 5 Annas, 13 Pice, which will likewife 
be brought to account ; as I fee no neceffity for douceurs, where every man emplo^yed 
by the Company receives his monthly allowance. Nor can I trace by what authority 
they hold them at the low rate they have hitherto done. 

Under the head of Commar, or lands cultivated by contradl, there appears to be 
198,305 Begas, 19 Cottas, 12 Gundas. The amount of thefe lands mufl ever be 
uncertain, as the rents being paid in the products of the land, their value depends, 
wholly on the fale of fuch produdts. However, eflimating them on a medium by 
what they have hitherto yielded, their rents will amount to 291,842 rupees, lO: 
Annas, 1 1 Pi-cc. 

The meafurement of land in Bengal is thus eftimated : ' 

16 Gundas make i Cotta, 

20 Cottas = - 1 Bega, or about 16,000 ftjuare feet. 


From 
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From hence the prefent eftimate of the land wnll flaiid as follows : 

Begas, Gottas,' Gundas. . , •' 

Charity, 61^220 ,4 o ':Refumed what was introduced under fliis head of 
— • which there is at prefent 

Rupees, Annas, Pice. 

..cultivated 353540 ir o to jdeld at a very low rent - -43,720 . 6 ip 

Ryotty - 591,172 90- Rupees 1,012,305 12 0 

l)itro3 faid to 'I . 

bcuncultivat- 1 29,363 3.12 26,6^5 3 -1 

ed, brought to 

account. J , ’ 

Coinhiar, . ;i98,305 19 12 — - - , - 

Charity lands 1 .. 

imtenanted J 5.3 79 ^3 o , . *■. , . “ 

.Lands held by the fervants at an under rent .. - - 

Tallook Darans, , Rent fixt - , - • - ■ 

Gaut Ektear-pore^ -Ditto ' - - . - 


Charity lands 
paying no 


■rent. 


j- 202,48] 


I 18 8 valued, at 


— -1,0.38,950 

■15 

i' 

291,842 

lb - 

a 

- 15,009 

6 

8 

‘i 5 V 877 

5 


: .258- 

I i 

6 

261 

6 

6 

' 1,465,866 

7 

12 

-- .3143638 

0 

0 


Begas 


1,082,543 15 o 


This amount is what I think may ‘be 'reafonably /expefted for the 24 Pnrgun- 
nahs, as you will be pleafed to obfervCj tha't by the extreme W' eftimation I have put on 
all fuch lands as are now refumed, d allow a.pbflibility of foriie not being irnmediately 
cultivated; but the anxious endeavours' of. the perfons who were the beft acquainted 
■with tliefe lands, to conceal from me all they poffibly could, convinces me that they are 
adlually cultivatedj and that the Company is unjuftly deprived of its rights ; for thefe 
people could, othermfe, ’have no interefl in. keeping from our knowledge their real 
ftate. Indeed, from the'befl; information I can obtain, there are Icarccly any unculti- 
vated, and if fo, -their rents ought to be immediately raifed tO' the fiill rate, of the 
other lands, .which in general is much more reafonable than in any other part of the 
cDuntr}" ; as a proof of w'hich I now lay before you the rents of two -Purgunnahs in 
•the Burdwan country. , ' , • ' 

In order ‘to point out clearly where the lands He, and to realize what I have above 
eftimated, I have given a particular ftatemeht 'of each Purgunnah ; ' alfo the 
different rates at which the rents of the lands are colledted, eflimated froni their fe- 
deral produfts. Likewife a lift of the rates at which the rents of- the Burdwan lands 
are colledted, eftimated from their produfts ; by comparing which it will appear how 
do\v the Calcutta rents are tothofe' of Burdwan. 

In the 'eftimat'e I have before formed, by which the value of the lands appears to 
be 1,405,860 rupees, 7 Annas, 12 Pice. I made no addition on account of the 
^hree Purgunnahs not yet irieafured, Medunmull, Hatteagiirj' and Eorritch-Hautty. 
Thefe, at die moft reafonable eftimation, will yield an increafe of ,50,000 rupees, 
when their meafurement is afcer'tained, which I would recommend to be done 2s foon 
as poflible. 


The 
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Tlie meafurement of the Purguniiahs, Calcutta, Ballca, Maugora, and Canfpore, 
requires an examination ; as I am informed, that it has not been properly taken, and 
that they will admit of a conliderablp incrcafe in the rents. 

Thefe,. together with the Batta of rupees, Bazee Jumma, or colledtions made in 
rhe Purgunnah Cutcherries, Salammies on weddings, and vifitations of the Dees, 
called Didarry, farms of, .Tulfaqls, -fait and wax, duties Golle(^ed in the markets and 
GautSj intcrelt oh. money advanced for cultivation, repairs of dykes and bridges, rents 
of the CollarrieSj the fifteen Decs, and of Calcutta town, are none of them included 
in the eftimation I have laid before 5’’ou. They alfo require a particular ferutiny, as 
well as the expcnccs attending the colleftiqns ; and I am perfcdfly fenfible that many 
‘lands arc fiiU held at a low unequitable rent, though the intricacies and delays attend- 
ing thefe matters have prevented my finding them out. 

• I, likewife lay before you a 'ftatcment of the colledtions from May 1763, to , the 
prefent tinie, by which yovi will fee that there is due to the Company the fum of 
1^141,602 rupees, . to- Annas, 9 Pice, a great part of which I judge maybe re-? 
covered.. 

The farniers who formerly rented the lands appear, on the adjuftment of the fe- 
vcral accounts, to be indebted to the Company, as per lifi; inclofed, 35,1^8 Sicca 
rupees, ii' Annas, 5 1 ,’icc. This fum fhould be demanded, and brought to the 
Company’s account ; or if any particular confiderations have been allowed them, the 
fame fliquld apjicar in the Cutcherry books, and their accounts be finally clqfed. 

As it will be impoflible to fix the jufl value of the lands until their meafurement 
and products can be afeertained, I would .recommend that as niany capable furveyors 
.as could be procured, fiiould be employed on this bufinefs. They firould be direfted 
to form a fegiftcr of all the Ryots, the quantity of land each holds, and the ufual 
proclud: ; when each Ryot might have inferted in his Pottah the meafurement of his 
lands, and the annual or monthly rent he is to pay. This will prevent the impo- 
fitions of the black fervants, or, if 3W1 fann the lands, any oppreffion of the 
farmers. 

The more I have examined into the ftate of thefe Purgunnahs, the more I am con- 
vinced of the confiderablc improvements that may be made therein. I have com- 
municated the difeoveries I have made to fcveral of the perfons who were appointed 
by the Sclcdt Committee to farm the lands, fliould the Company let them out this 
year ; and I believe they would willingly take them at a great increafe above what 
was paid laft year, but nothing adequate to the real value. I therefore think that 
unlefs they come nearly to the eflimate I have made, the rents fliould be collected 
on the Company’s account for another feafon; and I doubt not but by that time the 
farmers will be fenfible that the eftimation I have put on them is far below their 
real value. . 


Fort William, April sgtli, J767, 


H. VER.ELST. 


No.. 
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No. 154. 


ExiraSi of Fort William . SelcB Committee proceedings y dated Atiguf 

i 6 tli, 1769. 

, The Committee having maturely confidered the fcveral important, contents of the 
Prefident’s and Mr. Jkchcr’s joint letter, together with their feparate opinions of the 
general flatc- of thefe provinces’ — arc of opinion, that the prefent flatc of the revenues, 
juiblic and private commerce, manufadturcs and agriculture, are fuch as give room for 
the molt ferlous apprehenfion ; and that the decline in each of .thofe grand concerns 
has fpread itfclf fo as to have produced a crifis in our affairs, which, (unlcfs fpeedily 
and properly attended to, whilfl; there arc meafures'left in the country, of which there 
can be no doubt but there arc yet many,) mull, in a great, mcafurc, difappoint our 
future expedtations from thefe pofleflions. 

'The Committee, having endeavoured to trace and affign the tme caufc of our de- 
clining fituation, unanimoufly agree, that the following imperfedtions in the formation 
and condudt of the fyflem hitherto purfued, arc the grand and original fourccs 
thereof. • ' ■ ; . . : 

1. The want of fufficicnt checks in the inflrumcnts of government, who arc gene- 
rally adventurers from Pcrfia, educated in the manners and principles of a government 
where tyranny, corruption, and anarchy arc predominant ; who arc ftrangers to the 
cufloms, and indifterent to the \yelfarc of this country ; and who cannot by any vigi- 
lance be retrained, or by any feverity be deterred from pradtifing their native opprei"- 
fions, over a timid, fervile, and dcfencelcfs people. 

2. The delegation of, a trufl and authority to one, or to a few, which require the 

abilities and adfivity of many to execute ; an error which is notorioufly the caufc of 
thofe departments being wdrfc adminiftered, but give rife to a coniplex corruption, 
which is difficult, if not impoffiblc to be dctedt:cd. The avenues of juflicc are by 
thofe means obflrudlcd, and the injured arc frequently at a lofs where to prefer their 
complaints, and in whom the right of .decifion is invefted. ., 

3. The ignorance of the, real produce and capacity of tlic country, in which wc'are 

ncceffarily kept by a fet of men, who firft deceive us from intereft, and afterwards con- . 
tinue the deception from fear of punifliment, and a neceflary regard to their own- 
fafety. . " ^ 

4. The numerous train of dependents and underlings, whom the colledlors enter- 
tain ; whofe demands, as ' well as the avarice of their principals, arc to , be fatisfied 
from the fpoils of the induftrious Ryot; who thus lofes all confidence in the govern- 
ment, and fecks protedtion in other places, where he has better hopes to fee his in- 
dufiry rewarded, 

£. The venality which forms part of the genius of the people, and which is known 
to be openly exercifed, or tacitly allowed by government, without drawing any fliamc 
or diferedit on the guilty; or being thought any peculiar hardfliip on the injured. 

6. The collufion of the collcdtors with the Zemeendars ; -whom the colledtor em- 
ploys as a tool to ferve his mal-pradfices, or admits an aflbeiate in his fraudulent gains. 

7. The 
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7. Tlic opprcPnons to wliich the Xyot is fubjeft from the miikitude of Gomaftahs 
and ilu'ir tlcpcndcnts ; on which fubjcift the Prefident has been fufficicntl}'’ explicit in 
Ills minute on the llate of coinmcrcc. 

b'. The Cominittcc arc convinced that this degree of power without controul, of 
Itnowlcdgc without participation, and of influence without any cflcffual counter- 
anion, is too important and rcjflctc in the confequenccs to be vefled in any three 
ininillcrs, or rather one Angle man ; who, allowing him tlic cicarefl: preference for 
integrity, ability, and attachment among his countrymen, cannot be fuppoied llipc- 
rior to rciujuation ; and, at Icnfl, ought nor, in good j)olicy, to be iruftcd fo exten-i 
flvoly and itulcpcnuently ns has been ncccflarily the confequcncc of the prefent fyllcm;- 
whilc the Company are, in reality, tiic principals in the revenues of this country, 
and ilie mofl intcrclteil in the good conduft of its government, every bar fliould be 
removed that tends to preclude them from a knowledge of its real fbte. In the 
above caufes, and others dcduciblc from them, the Committee difeerns, with great 
regret, lire origiiral fource and jrrefent inveteracy of many of cliofc evils, under which 
ihofc provinces arc at prefent ojrjrrcflcd. 

The frequent and peremptory rcflri(fl:ions wiiich the Court of Dirc<fl:ors had thought 
proper to inrpofe on its, and tliat line of condudt from which no deviation was al- 
lowed, and the fmallell furveved with jealouly, have hitherto left us without any’ 
choice of nrcnfvircs, frcedom of adtion, or jiowcrof reformation. 

Tiitir brt letter has norv offered us the fandVion that was fo cflcntially ncccflar)' for 
the welfare and improvement of ihcfc provinces,, as well as for our own vindication 
in the purfuii of fuch plans as we may judge advifcablc to adopt. By that letter, the 
Dircdlors feem to ajqrrovo of the diflribuiion and .allotment of tire country into 
farms, .ami of the apj)nintmcnt of European gentlemen to fupervife die diflerent pro- 
vinces, and to controul the condudl of the agents of the country government. From 
this permiflion, we have a well-grounded cxpcdlaiion of ’fucccfs to our defign of in- 
troducing new regulations ,* and the event will, we arc flattered, be the flrongcfl con- 
fltmation of ilic propriety of tliofc regulations. 

\\T have alway.s adlcd as far as tlic nature of the occafion would allow, with the 
mofl fcrupulous regard to the rules jircfcribcd to us by our employers ; and, on our 
flrfl .accefiion to the Dewanny, cliofe ratlicr to afllimc the flow, but certain convidtion 
of experience for our guitle, than attempt innovations on the precarious foundation of 
opinion. But now that whole pages of our records arc filled with fo many incontefl:- 
iblc c\ idcnces, tliat great alterations are wanting to form a mode of colleftion, which 
may be rcflridlvc to the collcdtor, and indulgent to the Ryot, we arc happ)’ in finding 
tlie feniiments of our employers fo aptly coiTcfpondcnt to our opinion, and the nc- 
eeflity of the jundturc. Every pcrfoii of any fuhftancc or charadfer in this cquntiy, 
has been fucccffivcly tried in the department of tlic collcdlions. Fear, reward, fevc- 
ritv, and indulgence, liavc all failed, and ended in a fliort iioiitical forbearance, or 
additional udts of diflioncfly and rapine. 

On an alarm of infpcdlion, or at the annual Poonah, they frame accounts to ferve 
the occafion ; or by involving them in confufion and ambiguity, wafle time till it 
becomes too late to continue the procefs .againfl them, without hazarding new Ioffes 
ill ilic revenue : and thus tlic culpable not only cfcape jmniflimcnt, but often obtain 
a prolongation of liieir appointments. Many flagrant grievances reach our cars, bur, 
in a country of fuch extent, there arc, doubtlcfs, many more concealed from us ; 
and, wliat is equally true under our prefent difadvantages, they are, and mufl remain 
inexplorable ; wc^ can neither redrefs grievances, nor effedf improvements. With 
rt gard to the former, our diflance and our too indiredt information through minifterial 

F. f channels. 
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channels/ fet'.tKe' offender bej^ond our reach, and the impoffibllity of . having time alid 
competent knowledge puts the .latter out „of our power. ~ 

Enough has been faid, and more might be produced, to prove that the fyfterii, 
-eftablifhed and now purfuing in this countrj'^, is deficient in every particular that is 
tequifite to defend and fupport the poor, from the injufticc and oppreffion of the Itrong, 
and to increafe its value to its pofTeffors, by promoting the induftry of the Ryot and 
manufadturer. 

That although we have feen thefe evils growing and preying upon the vitals of the 
country, we have been unable to flop their progrefs, 'or, afford effedtual protedtion to 
the people. ' ' . . 

. Laffly, that we can never hope to emerge from that uncertainty and ignorance into 
which this fyftcm has thrown us, wKilft we fit tamely and will admit of no variation 
an it. ' 

, .Let us now turn our eyes and attention to a more pleafing fcene ; to Burdwan, and 
the reft .of the .Company’s proprietary lands, - where we ourfelves have been the mana- 
gers. Plent}'-, content, population, increafe of revenue, without increafe of burthen, 
are now the effedts ; and form fo forcible ari argument in the comparative vievv, that 
nothing can ftrengthen, nothing can render it plainer Or more convincingi 
.And here the Committee cannot hefitate in drawing a decifive conclufion ; — ^that the 
fame or fimilar regulations be eftabliflred throughout, the. provinces in every diftindt 
diftridt. The fame' beneficial confcquences to the countr}'’ and; Company may be 
expedfed from them, . and by an increafed fecurity of the property of individuals, as 
alfo by an encouragement to cultivation and commerce, they may give a new flow .to 
the circulation of fpecie, w'hich is beepme fo. limited as to affedl every rank and pro- 
feflion. ~ ' - , 

The Committee are fenftble that much application, integrity, good condudt,^ and 
■time, will be neceffary to retrieve the defolations of the fcolledtors 5 to raife the fink.^ 
•ing heart of the Ryot from defpair to confidence and hope ; to req^eople and fettle 
the deferted and uncultivated tradts, and to take dvery advantage of the abundant 
fertility of the lands. . 

The progrefs towards this delirable change muft be gtadual. We have yet but 
an imperfedt knowledge of . the 'foil, the prodtidtions, the value, the capacity of the 
various provinces, and fubdivifions of the country. This, however, is the foundation 
on which, and which only, we can build with fuccefs, and diredt our. grand defign 
with judgment; and to acquire this knowledge ihou Id therefore be ourftrft care, by 
means of the minuteft local inveftigation, for none other can give us an authentic 
record to refer to on every occafion as an eftabliflied authority : nor can we judge of 
the Ignity, rigour, or propriety . of any of our refolutions refpedling- the country, 
without fuch a work completely and accurately executed. 

The Committee, concurring, in the ncceffity -of purfuing the above work in thd 
luoft effedtual manner, that when perfedted they may proceed in the important-bufi^ 
nefs before them ; and being farther induced by the opinion of the Court of Diredtors, 
'-exprefled in their laft letter of the lith November, i;68,-^agrce unanimouily to the , 
following refolutions ■ ' 

That, in every province or diftridt, a gentleman in the fcrvice be appointed, with 
•or without affiftance, in proportion to the' extent of the diftridt ; whofe office or de- 
partment is to be fubordinate to the refident of the Durbar, and managed as is cx-‘ 
prefsly fet forth and defined in the following letter of inftructions, — which the Prefi- 
tlcnt has prepared and fubmitted to our confideration ; with fuch additions as may 

occafionally be deemed neceffary -by the refident at the Durbati . 

. . FoaM- 
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APPENDIX. 

Form c/ Instructioks io k ijfttcd by the Refidcnl at the Durbar to the fevcral Supra- 

•vifcrs. 


To Idr. 

Sir, 

As the Boerd Iwvc judged it cxjicdicnt to appoint fupra-tnfors on behalf of the 
Company in each particular province, with a view to afeertain in a minute, clear, and 
comjirchcnfivc manner, a variety of circumftanccs which intimately concern the wel- 
fare of the country ; the province of is hereby placed under your in- 

fpciflion, and the following objcdls arc pointed out and didinguiflicd under refpeftive 
heads, as a direction for your conduft, and an explanation of the fcrvicc cxpedlcd from 
you in your department. 


I . yf fumuary IJiJiny of the Pr evince. 

You arc to colic6l-, under this head, the form of the ancient conftitution of the 
province, compared with the jirefcnt ; an account of its ])ofrcflbrs or rulers, the order 
of their fucccllion, the revolutions in their families, and their connexions ; the pe- 
culiar cudoms and privileges which they, or their people — have cdabliflied and 
enjoyed; and, in fliort, every iranfaXion which can ferve to trace their origin andpro- 
grefs, or has produced any material changes in the adairs of the province. 

2. The State, Produce, and Capacity of the Lands. 

The fird mcafurc which diould occur to your attention in an enquiry of this na- 
ture, is to procure a complete Mudabood, or rent-roll, with the number of Eegahs, 
or mcafurcs of land, contained in each didriX, according to the original funxys and 
meafurements, and the method in which they were laid out and appropriated. The 
next is to fix the ancient boandarics and divifions. This being completed, )^ou may 
proceed to trace the alterations which chance, fivour, art, or oppredion, have gra- 
dually produced in the face of the country until the prefent time. Many portions of 
land have been added to, or fcpnratcd from the ancient divifions ; theie fliould be 
rigidly ferutinized and carefully noted. The Zemindars have enjoyed confider- 
ablc traXs rent free, on various pretences, and for various purpofes. The abufes in 
thcbcdow.al and fale of Talooks arc notorious, being generally the rcward.of the crea- 
tures of government, obtained by unwarrant.ablc means, and held with extraordinary 
immunities. The lilies of the prefent poflcflbrs diould therefore be examined, to- 
gether with the valuation of fuch lands before they became Talooks, and before their 
owners acquired that independent footing; fo that Ibmc judgment may be formed of 
their real revenue, and in what degree the limitation of the grant is exceeded by the 
•quantity now held. Charitable and religious donations, which fucceffive princes have 
made, many through zeal, but moll through vanity, — form no inconliderable part of 
fomc diftriXs : and as it may rcafonably be fuppofed, that in a courfc of years the 
produce of fuch benefaXions has been mifapplicd and perverted, or that the parti- 
cular perfons or focictics, in whofc fupport they were granted, have fallen or de- 
cayed, — it is expeXed that you diligently fcarch into and report their true Hate. You 
arc alfo to particularize the extent, produXiou and value of Jagheers ; the titles of the 
prefent poflcflbrs, 8rc. as in the Talooks. Of the lands called Cofs, which are undeir 
the immediate fupcrintcndcncc of government, for want of farmers. Of the Comar,, 
which arc lands cultivated by contraX. Of the Ryotty, which are tenanted and cul- 
tivated by the natives on the fpot. Aid of the waftc lands, dillinguilliing fuch as are 

F f 2 cleared 
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cleared^ and have been, neglefted through a decreafe of population, .ff'oni fuch as arc 
covered with. Jungle'*. 

Thcfe informations, provided they be -derived from genuine authorities, and con- 
. fira'.ed by an accurate infpedtion of your own, will enable you to compute what the 
predudtions of the country, deducing the consumption of the inhabitants, will yield 
for the purpofes of commerce; arid how far the wealth and profperity of it may be 
iauginented'by an encouragement 'being .given 'to the culture of any ;pardcular article, 
either as a neceffary of life, or as a-materialin manufafture^. • 

•3. amount of the Revenues^ the Cejfes, or arlilary Taaes, -and -of all demands' yjoh at \ 
foever which are made on the Ryot^ either by Government, Zemcendar, or Collebior, ‘with 
. -the manner of .collebl mg them •, and the gradual rife of every ne^v impoft. 

One capital grievance being the inequality of afTeffments arlfing from the multitude 
of Talooks and fcqueftered 'lands abp've-mentioned, yOU, afe^to penetrate through the 
chicanery of thofe employed, and acquire an exadt detailof everj' particular taxor cefs; 
noting in what particular part'of the country the burthen falls, where partial exemp- 
tions are' allowed, and what is the equitable proportion to the whole. , Another grie- 
vance,' which is equal to the former, is the variety of’ demands which the , colleftor, 
from the Aumil arid Zemcendar to the loweft Pyke, impofe without anycolour or licence 
from the government; fome of which have been fo long exadted and paid, that the 
R}'’ots begin to imagine the oppreffion is' fandlllied by government, -arid is not-the 
mere fraud of the colledl'ors. The multiplying of fuper-fluous agents and inferior 
colleftors may be iilfo deemed a- fource of extortion and it is ' a very eflentlal part 
of your duty to inform yourfclf in what reQ^edl their numbers have been'caufelefsly 
increafed; to enumerate their perquifites, and how much they may be fuppdfed.to- 
exceed them. As likewife the expence and aiTangement of Gants and public markets, 
with the 'duties colledted at each upon the inhabitants or traders, and the application' 
of fums to be levied. - • ’ ' 

Drogahs, Cutwalls, and Py^kes, maintained for the protedtion of the tenants, are, 
it is to be feared, too often the inftruments of their oppreffion ; at leaft fall very ffiort 
of anfwering the end propdfed by them. , Accounts Ihould be taken of their, number 
and expcnce, how they are arranged, and hovv paid. . : . 

A third and equally important objedt of your attention, under this head, is' to fix 
the amount of what the Zemeendar receives from the Ryot, as his income or emolu- 
ment; wherein they generally exceed the bounds of moderation,- taking -advantage of 
the pcrfonal attachment of their people, and of the inefficacy of the prefent reftridtions 
upon them; fince the prefence of the Aumil more. frequently produces a feene of 
•collufioi\, than a warinefs of condudt. When the fum of the -produce of the lands, 
and of each demand on.the tenant, is thus afeertained with certaint}'’, -the proportion 
••of what remains to him for the fupport of his famibq and encouragement of <his in- 

•duftry, will clearly appear, and lead us to the reality of his condition. 

Amongfl the chief effedts which are hoped for from your refidence in that province, 
-and which ought to employ and never wander from your attention, are to convince 
•the Ryot that )mu will {land between hirn and the hand of oppreffion.; that you 
will be his refuge and the redrefler of his wrongs'; that- the calamities he has already 
fuflerod have fprung from an intermediate, caufe, and were neither known nor per-,, 
•mitted by us : that honeft and diredl applications to you will never fail producing 
fpeedy and equitable dccifions-:- that, after fupplying the legal due of government. 

Wood, high graft, or reeds.. - 

: . . he 
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]re ma}'- be fccure in the .enjoymenir, of the remainder; and, finally; ;to teach him a 
veneration and, affci^ioh. for the humane 'maxims^ of our go\Trnment; - ’ 

, i - . . ■ 4* Regulation of Copwcife.', . 'j 

.Equal intricacy. and fimilar combinations' tvill be found to oppofejyour 'progrefs in > 
this work. The. power; the artifice, the complicated honneftions . of . public and pri- 
vate agents, Pycars,’ and Dellols, will all unite in :preferving their ufiirpations on the 
luanufadturcr and Ryot wliich they'have hitherto, done; by precluding.- their ace'efs to 
dur tribunals, and deilroying every kind ofintercourfe’between'ithem andns. : That; one' 
enquiry may -precede another without .confulion,iOr blending difFefhnt caufes'with.difier-- . 
ent.effedls, youfliould open )'our difeoveries \vith:an eftimate of the produftidns of every' 
diflridt, both, in quantity and kind ; the amount of manufactures and the numberof ma-.l 
nufaCturers emplo 3 ^ed in each branch, with-.-.the annuardutfes1colleCted:on-them; not 
confining yourfelf to.the prefent time,'. but recurring .to -paftyears,'; ..'that,-, .at orie:.tdev 7 -.' 
^tou.may difeern their ftate of increafe and dccrcafe; .and by remarking ;the prices and • 
qualities at diftinCt periods, you will ihrlike manner become, acquainted. .with;the im-^- 
proveraent or decline, in the quality. ; - -i • T 

• Yoiir next confideration is to find-the channels through' which the .feveral: articles, ! 
produced by the joint labour of the manufacturer and -cultivator; .have -.been' diffufedr 
The proportion which fell to .the lliares of the Englifit,- French,-! Dutch, ;and:6then. 
foreigners, as well as . to the native merchant,; likewife wh'at'.w.as. retained for the 'coh-'i 
fumption of the dlftriCts themfelves; concluding .this ,-refearch with:a c.orpparative vi6w 
of the.fife and fall in the demand,' a'nd.ftating-.th'eyballance.-of the. ctrade..'as.it,.occa-:• 
fionally varied in favour of one or the other merchant. After you have' advanced- .thus 
far, the moll difficult and confequential talk Hill remains for you to furmount ; which 
is, to lay open and abolifh the feveral fpecies of impofition which arepraftifed by 
Gomaliahs, Pycars, Dellols, and -.the: whole- chain bf agents -through whofe' hands 
the articles of merchandize pafs from the doom of the manufacturer, -' or the - ftcae-hbUfc 
of the cultivator, to the public merchant or exporter ; fd that clandeftinetagreementi 
and extraordinary 'demands , may no longer exift, to the utter defpondency of the poor ; 
but a way being .opened for them to'deal with the fair, trader, their -induftfy may -be 
quickened by the certainty of their profits. . ' - , . 


5 . The Adminijiration of JuJlice. 

; .It is difficult to determine whether die original culloms or the degenerate manners 
of the Mufllilmen have moll contributed to confound the principles -of right and wrong, 
in thefe provinces. Certain it -is, that almoll every decifion of theirs is a corrupt 
bargain with the highell bidder. The numerous offences which are compromifed .by 
fines. have left a great latitude for unjull determinations. Trifling offenders, i and , even 
many condemned on fiClitious accufations, are 'frequently loaded with heavy demands, 
and capital criminals arc. as- often abfolved by the venal judge; -Your .ConduCl in all 
•capital offences fliould be to enforce juftice where the law demands it, checking every 
compofition -by. 'flne or- mulCl ;' and where any difpufes arife in matters of ■ property, 
you Ihould recommend the method of atbitrarion to any other; and inculcate flrongl}'- 
in the minds of the people that we are not defirous to augment our revenue hy fuch 
impofitions,' but to acquire their confidence, by the .equity and impartialityiof our pro- / 
ceedings, and bjt our, tendernefs for tlieir -happinefs; The arbitrators' fliould be men', 
chofen by the .parties themfelves,. and of known integrity, and whofe circnmftances 
may. fupppofe them . exempt from, venality, -and pfomife bell to infure their feflimde. 
in -capital crimes, the fentence Ihould, ^fore execution, be referred .to me, and by 

' me 
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me to tlic' iiiinifters, that they may ultimately approve or mitigate it, according W- 
ihe peculiarity of the cafe.-' -'You 'arefa'fther to ob'fcrvc, that the want of regular re- ‘ 
gifters of all caufes and determinations has encouraged the natural propenfity of the 
judge to bribery and fraud, b'y'makirig lum Oafy with 'refped to any future profccution 
on.'- a' rehearing: of' 'the -'cafcsbwhich ha-v'c been thus partially determined, '^icreas,. 
wliilfl ;a reference' to records is always open, -he mu ft live in perpetual fear of detcc- * 
tioii; , -One; ofythefc; regifters fliould be, lodged in the principal Cutcherry of the 
province,; and i an authenticated: copyHranfmittcd' to . Murftied-abad. As to fults on-, 
account of revenues, thefe willj- we'arc flattered, be much obviated in future by- the' 
happy.odrifcqufcnces’ of.obr-'poflcffiiig a real,, local, and undifguifed knowledge of the 
countryi? which we prohiifc ourfelvcs -frbhv the inveftigations- above x-nentioned, and; 
from your diligence and exadlnefs in the performance of the feveraV duties. ’ 

-.'For. the Ryot Tieihgfcafed' arid 'fecured-tVoni all b'urthcris and demands bufwhatare- 
impbfed'by the legal autherriuy-of gpyermenr kfclf, and future Pottahs being granted 
him, fpecifying- that demand;’ he flxbuld 'Be taught that he is to regard the fame as-a- 
facredriaird; inviolable ■'-pledge -.to- him, that’ he ds liable to no demands beyond'thcir . 
amount. There can, therefore, be no pretence for fuits on that account ; no roomr 
for.ihventive rapacity to prabtifeits ufual arts : all will be lair, ojxcn, rc^ilar.i Every 
mari will- know what he can’ 'call ’ and 'defend as his- own ; and thedpirit of lawlefs en-? 
croachthent.fubfidirigj . for -vvant of a*fleld for excrcife, will be changed into a-fpiritof 
induftry. ; -.arid content and: fc'cnrity will take -place of continual alarms and vexations. . 
-,,I;lhallnow proceed:to give’-you fu’ch'inftfubtions for cfFedting the above points,' as. 
experien'cedias ‘proved to be-mbft’ eligible; ’ and fliall begin with obferving, on thefirfl:'' 
■head,~or ■ - - • 

. /..b, i.'o .^he-HiJloiy cf.theP'rovm'es.- 

, 1 would not have you ,-embarrafs yourfelf with records, more: remote than thofe of 
thcj reign : pf -Sujah,Gawn ;. as; at-ithat ccra ,of good order and good government,, no. 
^Iterations had taken 'place - in the ancient diyifions 'of the country,! and the confufion. 
■which is :now apparent’ hasibeempofterior to thofe'timcs. .. From- that date, you will 
probably firidj records, in, .tlie. public Gutcherry, . abounding- with every, material ; but 
as fohxe niay be deftroyed or mutilated, your rcfourcc,iri;fuch cafes, muft be to confulu 
with men of the beft underflanding and longeft experience in the diftrifts, from whom- 
you will moft likely meet with .fatisfablory .informafiori'j .and who, from many and 
prevailing motives, which are deducible from their natural charafter, wdll gladly con- 
tribtfte’their 'florc of knowledge’ to tile account. In the' Conrfe of 'this- reference to 
living ■ authorities, -you, will "doubtlefs meet with various charadlcrs and clafles of rnen,: 
whofe ipfori-riations- will be tiridturCd ■ with the prejridices of education, habit, fupeffti-' 
tion, and other failings ; but your own judgment muft diredt you in extradting the 
truth, and .diftinguifiiing between the private biafs of indviduals arid the real ftate of 
fadls;,.’’.'/^ T'- • ■' ■ -. •' 

;i.. " Se'cendlyy 'The' Stated Produce,- and' Capacjly of ihe Lajids.- ■ • 

, It w'ill require your greateft attention and. application to enable you to form a 
general and. particular Huftabood, or rent-roll, of the diftridts. You may, perhaps; 
find vvhat is called . a 'Huftabo'od in the Sudder or principal Gutcherry : ,.but this, 
inftead of )fatisfying, . muft ftimulate your curiofity ’; , for .the. contents- of it are 
merely adapted, to the private interefts' of '.the Zemeendars; -filled with deprefentations 
defignedly difguifed, to fquare with their offers -arid acdounts with gbverament, loofel)’-; 
unfaithfully^ and partially formed- -in every inftance.- In fadt, they can fupply you 
with little more than a.prbgreflive hiftory of the .pirefent difmemberraents,. and only 

- fuggefl: 
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fuggefti to 5 'ou' tlic degree of oppreffion which' the' multiplication of colleftors and 
charges has, on that account, from- time to time, brought upon the Ryots. 

After this, .you. are to proceed' to a local inveftigation of. the quantity of lands and 
their rents, which is to. bc performed by vifitlng each divifion )'ourfelf> and calling 
upon the Zemeendar or head-colledtor for the Hullabood of the divifion under his 'ma- 
nagement. But you are not to content yourfelf with this : from, hence you are to 
defeend to the fubdivifions of the grand diftridt, and to the fmall Cutcherries- of each 
collcdtor, however inconfiderable ; and this will procure you a liil; of the Pottahs 
as diftributed to every Ryot, and fuppofed to contaiivthe quantity .of land poflefled 
by each, and .the .amount of rent with which it is charged. 'Thus you will be' enabled 
to afeertain how far the Huftaboods given in by the colledtors-'of the grand 
divifions dificr from the Huftaboods bf.flie lefler, from the- principal down to 
the fmalleft fubdivifion. And b}’^ taking tlte fum of any number of Pottahs in any 
particular place, and comparing the amount ofthofe Pottahs with' the amount :fped- 
fied in the Huftaboods, you will .arrive at a medium certainty of the excefs or.' defi- 
ciency of the lands and rents as rated therein. And accordingly as ^the error Ar falla- 
cioufnefs of the accounts lliall appear to require it, .you are to caufe 4n exadt meafure- 
mentto betaken of portions of ianddn; dift'erc'nt places,; in orderAo■arrme"at-a'judg‘- 
ment of the whole from the proportional parts. ' And that no collufioh betweeh the Ze'=- 
mcendars and collcdtors .may retard, : elude,, and 'counteradt thefe' important 'enquiries^ 
the fear of lofing their Zemeendarry or employment fliould be held ^up to .them ; 'and if 
you find the aflbeiation ngainft you ftrong and obftinate, -upon' n reprefentation rand 
ample proofs of his mifeondudb produced to me, you may be-aflured that examples fhall 
be immediately ordered, and every delinquent ' be made feirfiblc.that there' is no room 
for lenity where collufivc opjirefiion is continued in defiance of all reftridtlon. The 
Ryot too flrould be imprefled in the moft forcible and convincing manner^, that the 
tendency of your meafurcs is to his cafe and relief; that every oppofition to them is 
rivetting his own chains, and confirming his fervitude and dependence on. his- op- 
preflTors ; that our objedt is not .incrcafc of rents, or the accumulation pf demands,' but 
folely by fixing fuch as arc legal, explaining and aboliflung fuch as arc fraudulent and 
unauthorifed, not only to redrefs his prefont grievances, but to fccure him from all far- 
-thcr invafions of his property. 

I muft here introduce a remark, tvhich I recommend to yotir- particular attention ■: 
■jfitllioidd hapjicn, that fome very authentic and 'pofithTj evidence is required- to 
.'cftabliflr a particular fufpicion,' or that you arc inclined to diftruiLan information.: 
•there is one, and indeed only one, fafe, and eafy method of -proceeding. • Selcdt an 
intermediate perfon, unfufpedted cither by the olHccrs of the government or your own 
-dependents, give him his orders yourfelf, and let him chufc another of the fame 
occupation with the perfon from whom you would feck the informa|^ion, who 
<may. be fo entirely removed from you, and fo peculiarly connected as to create no 
furmife of his commiflion ; and let him, with thci confidence and familiarity of .an 
-equal and fcllow-fulfercr, pretend to confult the other on his grievances and the means 
pf redrefs. This will naturally produce the fume opennefs on the other fide, and ho 
will readily obtain a fight or copies of any papers, agreements, which may be 
W'anting; and you will be in pollcffion of them before the alarm of an enquiry -can, 
-fpread among the guilty, and give them an opportunity of combining againft .you. _ 

- On the contrary, were thofc precautions omitted, and a piiblicly announced fcnnjny 
.nitcmptcd, you muft have a thoufand obftmarions to contend with, which are all ob- 
• viated by tlic abo\^mode of fccrecy, and the ufc of intermediate agentSi whom you 
miay employ to any number, and contrive to check in fuch a manner as will depme 
•them of the power-of dcceivin.g j’ou. , SraalLrewards may likewife -haye-werght, and 
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ought liottobc neg]c£tcd ;'ancl il- is hot to be doubted, but Vhat by a proper and 
prudent application of them, joined to the above-mentioned hints, you will become 
niaftcM- of a perfed: aiurcxtcnfivc intelligcncc'of every circumflancc, however minute 
and' invclopcd. The; evafu^ns and artifices .Which arc familiar to the natives of this 
■country liavc; often been fucccfsful in fcrccning them from that open and manifefl; 
(detedion which can juiflify punifiuucnt. The good confcqucncc of that pofitivc evi- 
dence above mentioned, in any cafes where the Zemeendar or collcddrarc concernedj 
and rely on their cuftomary .defences, willqiut it in your })owcr to call them to a public 
.'examinationj and render their crime and their punifliment equally notorious, without 
fubjeding the authors' of your information to the refentment of the Zemcendars, or the 
obloquy of their neighbours.,: . ' , ' 

Having thus obtained fufllcicnt and authentic-accounts of the rent-rolls of the di{lrids> 
by fearchiiig into the. j)apcrs and records of thcfmallcfl as well as the larged, comparing 
their' refpedive Hiidaboods, furveying and mcafuring the lands which a})pcar rated 
above or, below their real walue and extent, you arc to bring your invedigation home 
to .: the. Zemeendar. For this purpofe, the records arc to bcconfultcd, and the periods 
mod applicable to the defign feem to be thefe three ; the government of Sujah Ca'.vn> 
of Aliverdy Cawiq rand the' prefent. By. collating the Hudaboods given in by the 
•Zemeendars with thofe 3'ou obtain from thc fmallcr didrids, j'ou will didin^iifh the 
.quantky- of land- which they have ufu'rpcd from the government, and enjoy for their 
bwn life arid advantage, free of rent. And again, by oppofing the dim of thePot- 
tahs of any, particular; ijiacc, in any fubdivifion to the dim datc-d in its Hudabood, you- 
.will alfo, lay open- the Shares’ which the petty collcdors and their dependents have ac- 
quired for. thcnifclvcs, after the example of their principals for this fpccies of fraud 
is' carried on by general connivance, from the heads to the lowed denominations. All 
■lands. which are found to "have been thus illegally clifmcmbcrcd, arc to be immediately 
fcrannexed, and a refumption fet on foot by government. 

. , Befidcs thefe advantages which the Zemeendar podcdcs by the fecrct appropriation of 
ikrid, and lijis fecured to himfelf by partial I-Iudaboods, he has an originally allowed 
'.title to ’ the freehold of fomc lands, and to the enjoyment of fome perquifites ; but 
•abufes have crept alike into them all. The meaning and intent of his being indulged 
with fuch cxclufivc podedions was to fupply his family .with the ncccdarics and con— 
veniencics of life. IJnder the name of Nejaut and Nankor, one Ijiot was, to yield him 
rice, another was allotted, to him as padurc; a particular tank was to afford him fidi 
and water.; and, in like manner, didindl fpots were given up to him for every didindt 
article of confumption. Though this indulgence was confined to this purpofe only,, 
there is jud caufe for fuppofing that he has extended his claims, and availed himfelf ' 
of opportunities to lay his hands on the revenues of the government, and on the pro- 
perty of 'the Ryots, where he has no foundation of right, nor colour of pretence. 

The Nuzzer-anna, which is called .Sedee, and confids both in provifions and money,, 
is an indance of it ; and neither, he nor his attendants move from one place to another,. 
\vithout demanding and exadting it from the inhabitants of his didridt; acudomwbich- 
ought to be permitted only under redridlions, and in a manner that the R5"Ots may 
■ riot wantonly be defpoiled, but the demand limited to areafonable contribution. ^ • 

Another- confiderable fource of profit to him is . the levying of fines at . will, . which 
is a power that ought to be totally extinguifhed. He likewife raifes large dims 
from duties colledted in the markets, and adunies an authority over the Ryots to re- 
quire.their labour gratuitoudy, which fometimes might be allowed,. were -not the poor 
labourer too often taken under this pretence from his own immediately ncceflary duty, 
to attend the mere arbitrary pleafure of bis Zeineendar, who receives large prefents. out 
■ofthe various produdtions of the didridt, which, though intended originally for, his 
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own -private confumptlonj, is often fold by his dependents! Add to tliefe, he frequently, 
claims a Batta on rupees at an arbitrary valuation, which is an illegal perquifite,. and 
ought to be difcontinued.in future. TMefe, and all fuch exceffes in the Zemeendar, 
.which need not be here mentioned, as they will open to you as you proceed, lliould be 
retrenched ; and all his emoluments of every kind be reduced to the fulfilling the pur- 
pofes for which they were granted, and there bounded. 

The Talooks, Jaghcers, and charitable or religious donations come . next under 
confideration. You are to call for a particular account of all lands which are held on 
thefe tenures; and that every motive to concealment may be dertroyed, it fiiould 
be particularly notified, that whatever proprietor delays reporting his name, and the 
ftate of his grants or purchafes, after a time prefixed, is to forfeit them to the go- 
vernment. By raking care to fix the period for regiftering their Sunnuds far beyond 
what is neceflary, you tvill anticipate all pleas which- may be prefented 'in behalf of 
ncgledts, and have no room to difpute the equity of the forfeiture. 

I have before taken notice of the undue means of obtaining Talooks, which are 
either bellowed on fome favourite or underling of the government, or purchafed by 
one individual of another ; but as the title cannot Hand clear or valid, without a confir- 
mation of it from the Nabob, in both cafes where fuch cannot be made appear, the 
title becomes void, and the Talook reverts to the government. ' 

For thefe reafons you fliould enter deeply and llridlly into the merits of the Ta- 
.lookdars, with refpeft to their families, their connexions and pretenfions ; and par- 
ticularly remark the flaws and exceptions which occur to you. 

The increafe iii the number of Talooks has been highly impolitic, and detyimental 
to the general profperlty, and to the diffufion of population in the country. The 
tenants of a . Talook are polTefled of fo many indulgencies, and taxed with fuch evi- 
dent partiality and tendernefs in proportion to the reft, that the Talooks generally 
fwarm with inhabitants whilft other parts are deferred ; and in addition to the natural 
defire of changing from a worfe to a better fituation, inticements are frequently em- 
ployed by the Talookdars to augment the concourfe to their lands. They have alfo, 
at favourable feafons, tvhen the government was bulled in other affairs, or weakened 
by faXion, made confiderable encroachments, and moll probably polTefs extenfive 
traXs beyond the original grants. Now it ought to be remembered that the welfare 
and good of the whole was never intended to be facrificed to the enriching of a few, 
perhaps worthlefs, individuals ; who can fliew no pretence to thefe peculiar advantages, 

, but a proftitution of their integrity to their avarice. Your aim mull, therefore, be 
to remove all diftinXions, to bring every man upon a footing with his neighbour, to 
lighten the burthen on the whole by making it equal and impartial, and to enforce the 
the furrender of lands unlawfully polTelTed. 

Jaghcers are always, as Talooks are fometimes, rewards to particular perfsns ; but 
differ from them in being gifts of the crown, confirmed only by the Nizam. The 
grants are either hereditary or cxpirable with life ; the fame accounts are to be taken 
of them. DefeXive titles in the Jagheerdars, and a tranfgreflion of the order for 
appearing and regiftering their Sunnuds, are to be attended with the fame conle- 
quences. ■■ 

As to charitable or religious donations, the lands fo fequeftered are to be eftimated 
with regard to their extent, produXions, and value; if the amount appears to exceed 
the endowment of the-inftitution, the overplus fhould be brought to credit; if the in- 
ftitutions are decayed or perverted, they fliould be entirely abolifhed, and the revenues 
rc-aflumed by government. 

The Cofs lands, which are fuperintended by government for want of farmers, are 
fpccified in the accounts of the Sudder Cutcherry. As it imports us to know whether 
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accidental caufes, or the malverf^ions of the managers of fuch lands have been the- 
primary caufc of their decaj^,- you will make a full and circumftantial report thereof.-. 
.And as it may be, apprehended that even linSe their falling under the hands- of govern- 
ment;, the time and attention of the public officers have been employed ' rather in, 
gleaning the fmall remains of fubflance from them, than in nourifhing and recovering 
them from diftrefs, their condudt ffiould be examined. The trueft tell of it will be 
•your afeertaining the produce of the lands under the laft, farmer before they became 
Cofs, and what has been received from them fince ; which will point out the im- 
prbvement or decreafeiby their fuperintendcnce. And if it fliould be found that the- 
lands have been falling inftead of rifing in value, there can be no doubt of the unfit- 
nefs .of fuch men, nor any -hopes of feeing the Cofs lands peopled, cultivated, and- 
profpering under their hands.- After a due confideration of their prefent ftate, public- 
notice ffiould be given that , we are ready to receive offers for farming them at a term- 
of- two, three, four, or five years, at an annual increafing rent ; at the end of which- 
period they arc to pay the fame as other lands, and to be fubjedied to all orders which 
may be occafionally iflued by government for the regulation of 'the revenues, and-, 
country in general. 

The Comar lands, having no native tenants, are cultivated by contradt. The cuf- 
tom and terms, of contradt are various in various diftridts, but, in general, there is one- 
fettled rule. An advance in money is made by the Zemeendar to the cultivator, ,by 
the help of which he tills and' improves the land. When the crops are cut and ga- 
thered in, they are generally divided between the cultivator and the Zemeendar; from, 
one third to one half to the cultivator, and the remainder to the Zemeendar; when the 
former accounts with the latter for the amount of the advances, which are often taxed' 
by the Zemeendar with an heavy intereft, or fraudulently exceeded by an arbitrary va- 
luation, far below the market price of the goods or produdts of the lands,, in which 
he is paid. • Your objedl is to inform yourfelf what the cultivator really receives for- 
his labour, and in what he is injured; and fecondly, what the Zemeendar embezzles- 
and fecretes from government by an undervaluation of the produftions of the foil 
which he thus receives, finking the amount of the returns ; and. by other means which- 
ferve to deceive us, and obftrudt the progrefs of cultivation in thefe lands. In all 
which, I apprehend, you will find no difficulty if you only afeertain the amount and 
market price of thefe produdts, and compare them with what the Zemeendar brings 
.publicly to the credit of government ; and comparing the accounts of the Zemeendar 
with thofe of the cultivator, it will expofc the total of his undue acquifitions, enable 
you to penetrate through the arts of concealment, and give you a thread by which to- 
unravel the whole gradation of collufive fraud in. this particular. As the unequal 
diffufion of inhabitants .has been the caufe of this fcarcity of cultivation in differeni* 
parts, ewery expedient ffiould be ufed to encourage -people to fettle on the Gomar and 
wafte lands, that they may be converted into Ryotty. The great towns, whofe po- 
puloufnefs only ferves to propagate poverty and idlenefs, might undoubtedly afford 
numbers of ufeful hands, who in their, prefent fituations are either a burthen or a peft 
to the community. Thefe ffiould be fought out, and taught to apply to culture, fett- 
ing fuch profpedts and expedtations in their view as will .engage their confent. . The 
Talooks and Jagheers will likewife be found to contain many idle, and thefe unfervice- 
ablc, hands; who may, in like manner, be induced to tranfplant themfelves, to thefe 
lands, and become farmers. ' 

Laftly, I fliall fpeak of the Ryotty lands. The quantity in meafurement as well 
as revenue, will appear from the feveral Pottahs granted, after the enquiry before re- 
commended ; and the amount product In kind you will acquire by afeertaining what is ' 
Tcally produced on fome portions of land of each different foil, which you may 
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ik'lcdt for this- pnrpofc, and fo draw a general medium of the produd of the whole 
■Ryotty. • ' ' - 

This you may farther ehcck by a comparifon of the amount total with that of the 
'Comar, which being received in kind by the cultivator and landlord, the aggregate 
may be more truly and readily known. In the fame manner, the produce of Jag^ 
beer lands, Talookdarrics, and lands for religious purpofes, may be alfo obtained. 

You will doubtlcfs readily meet with an account of wafte or uncultivated lands, as 
they Hand recorded in the Cutcherries ; but here you will probably find a large field 
of collufion ; for whatever lands have been once wrote from the revenue under this 
head, tho' poflibly deferted but for a fliort time, little has feldom been brought on’ 
again to the public credit. This will appear by your taking accounts of the wafte 
lands, as they ftand recorded at different periods of time, and from them noting their 
gradual incrcafc or decreafe. Nothing can afeertain the prefent ftate of thofe lands fo 
well as a local inveftigation. You will probably find them to be a fund to the Ze- 
meendar, or collcdtor, for their creatures or dependents, who enjoy many flourifhing 
and fertile trafts thus denominated ; all which fliould be immediately refumed. 

Having thus clearly diftinguiflicd the amount mcafurement of the feveral lands^. 
and their produfts of kind, as alfo the land revenue ; the cefles, or arbitrary taxes,, 
muft engage your attention. On thefe fubjedts I have already fpoken in part, and 
fliall now confider what is yet to be done by, you. • ■ 

The truth cannot be doubted that tlic poor and induftrious tenant, is taxed by his 
Zcmccndar, or collcdtor, for every extravagance that avarice, ambition, pride, vanity,- 
or intemperance may lead him into, over and above what is generally deemed the 
cftablifiicd rent of his lands. If he is to be married, a child born, honours conferred, 
luxury indulged, and Nuzzer-annas, or fines, exafted, even for his own mifeondudt,- 
all muft be paid by the Ryot. And, what heightens the diftrefsful feene, the more 
opulcnr, who can better obtain redrefs for impofition, efcape ; while the weaker are 
obliged to fubmit. 

To obtain an account of thefe cefles, or impofts, there cannot be a more certain 
method than what I have before recommended, of getting from the Ryot himfelf a 
ftatement of what he adlually pays over and above his eftablifhed rents, and from this 
you arc to draw a medium amount of the cefles levied upon the v/hole. This fliould 
be fet againft the amount of the cftablifiicd rents of lands fo cefled. You are then to' 
obtain the amount revenue of all jagheers, Talooks, charitable and religious dona-^' 
tions ; and inform I'-ourfclf whether they bear any part, and what proportion, of this 
burthen ; in order that a comparative view may be drawn of the partiality of thefe 
cefTes, and what proportion they bear to the lands and revenues of the whole pro-’ 
Vince. 

, The number, diftribution, and pay of Drogahs, Cutwalls, and Pykes are next. 
Their raaintainance arifes from lands fet apart for their ufe, but they are known fre- 
quently to exadt articles of provifion and other things from the Ryots, and poiTefs too 
great a latitude over the property and perfons of the poor. 

You muft call upon the Zemeendar for a lift of thefe Pykes and their ftations, and 
enquire how far they anfwer the purpofes of their inftitution, or have been multiplied 
without caufe. You fliould endeavour to point out. another and better method of 
providing for and reftridting them in their duty ; an eftabliflied alloivance, or fome- 
rhing which may be determinate, and not tend to the exercife of any power beyond 
that of their duty, would be moft fuitable ; and, on this plan, I reebramend it to 
you to reform them. ■ ' 

A lift of all Gauts and public markets is alfo to be procured from the Zemeendar, 
together with a lift of the eftabliflied duties ordered to be colledted at each. This 
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being obtained, you ate to enquire how far the Drogahs and Cutwalls have been 
guilty of levying undue and illegal duties on the trader or inhabitants. A minute 
enquiry into their condudl, and accounts on the fpot, is ncccflTary to effeft this. 
Perfons' {hould be apjdicd to, who can produce the cxadl amount- of goods they have 
thcmfelves palled at the Gaut or market, and the duties they have paid, as a check 
to the' accounts given in by ’ the Drogahs and others. At the markets and Gauts 
. fituatcd on the borders of the province, lltould be kept an accurate account of all 
exports and imports, fpecifying the amount, fortment, and quality of each article, with 
the duties upon each ; that the proportion which the exports bear to the imports may 
be eitimated, and a juft opinion formed what afliftance the province may need from, 
and in what degree it can contribute to, the fupply of its neighbours, and thepurpofes 
of commerce. 

Having, by thefc means, obtained an account of all public and private collcftions. 
and impofitions on the Ryot and trader, 'you will have a fet of materials in your hands 
from which you may venture to form a real Huftabood ; to contain the quantity, 
productions, and rent of all cultivated lands under government ; and likcwife thc- 
quantity, productions, and value of all Jaghcers, Talooks, charitable and religious 
donations ; which you will draw up according to the form accompanying, and' 
ti'anfmit to me, witli ftich annexed remarks, obfervations^ and propofals of your own, 
as you may judge important and conducive to the improvement of the lands, the con- 
tent of the Ryot, the extcnfion and relief of trade, the incrcafe and encouragement 
of any ufeful manufacture or production of the foil, and to- the general benefit and 
happinefs of the province in every confideration and point of view. 

. One thing more remains for me to add, which is, that,- at the expiration of every 
year, the accounts of the province are to be clofed, and that a feparate and early ftate 
of balances be made up, noting the caufes of their being incurred, and tranfmit the- 
fame to Murflied-abad ; and you are not to- fuffer the accounts of one year in any 
point to interfere or be blended with thofe of another. 

'it he Regulation of Commercci i 

I fhall now deliver my opinion on the means of perfecting fuch of thofe points 
under this head as are, likely to give you moft trouble. The enquiry which I have 
recommended to be fet on foot into the amount of the manufactures, and the num- 
ber of. manufacturers employed in each branch, fiiould be opened by requiring from^- 
the collector, or head man of each diftriCt, a lift of thofe who reiide therein, with- 
their refpeCtive employments. That the eftimate of the ftock of labour may be as- 
clear and perfeCb as poflible, you may employ the following checks aiid collateral' 
arguments : it is only the finer fort of cloth, ufed in the general’ run. of commerce, 
that cofts twelve days in the loom ; the aflbrtments which come to about , five rupees 
per piece, require only eight days ; yet as I allow an extra time for' the iiqanufaClurer 
to go to market and purchafe new thread and inrpkments, before he can renew his, 
work, I therefore, for the greater precifion, fet down the whole expence of time at 
twelve days. 

Suppofing, then, . a manufacturer can furnifh one piece of cloth, of the fize of 
twenty-four cubits by two, and. of the value of five rupees, in the. fpace of twelve 
days ; you may- proceed to calculate what any number of hands, in any given fpace 
of time, ought, to perform by the fame rule. ....... 

A fecond check on this eftimate will be the account of exports, after making a 
reafonable allowance for home confumption ; and as to the collector or Zemeendar’s 
report of the number and employments-of the manufa!Cturers.in his diftriCl, it will be 
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fufiicient to npjjly to the DcIIolSj Pycars, or brokers, without whom fcarce any 
manuiadiircrs deal, for tlicir number, which will ferve as a farther and collateral 
check to the former. In your progrefs towards an abolition of fecret emoluments and 
abufes in trade, you arc to confidcr that an open and public enquiry would in many 
cafes, as in the revenues, multiply difnculiits, if not totally defeat the end of your 
labours. To proceed with any hopes of aniving at the truth, yon mufl employ .a' 
perfon who may be rjuite a flranger to the agents and their trade, to engage a fccond, 
and he a third, to purclrafe at the cAablifiicd markets, as for his own ufe, funplcs of 
dificrent articles of trade. 

Others Jhoukl be employed in the fame manner, and with the fame caution, to 
oht.ain a fight or copies of fuch adjuflmcnts of accounts as have pafTcd between the 
firft mnnuiadurer and the purchafer, whether Pycnr, Dcllol, or merchant. Thefe 
accounts, if authentic, will difclofc the firfl coft, .and the private ])urchafcs above re- 
commended will flicw the market price; which, fet again fl the agents accounts, will 
cle.irly denominate whether the fair and jufl value has been paid for the goods, and 
retd what arc tlic exprefs advant.agcs accniing to the agent and his accomplices. 
Nuzzer-annns, brokcr.agc, difeount on rupees, intcrefton advances, fines for non-com- 
pliance with terms of contrail, arc the chief ; and all arc dedufted after an apparent 
and nominal rate of market jjricc has been prcvioufly fixed to the goods. When, 
thefe gains, aetjuired by the Pycars, Dcllols, and agents, from the multi])licity of taxes- 
on the manufadurcr, wliich have been laid on by collufion, and removed from our 
eyes by difiancc and cflrangcmcnt, induflrioufiy brought about between us and him, 
arc, in the above manner, fcvcrally detcilcd and aboliflicd ; you arc to adopt thefe 
meafurcs for the introdudlion of fair dealing, and the dilfolution of clandeftinc com- 
])aiils of particular fets of men, formed to rob the manufadlurer of his due, and to- 
rxcumulate to thcmfelvcs and their dependents, what ought to be free and beneficial 
to all. Ufe every means, .and hokl up every inducement to the manufadburer, to 
bring his g('ods to public marker, and to make his bargain openly and dircitly him- 
fclf. Order daily regi tiers of the amount, quality, and price of goods fold, and of 
tlie prices of goods tor which advance's have been made ; and allow no goods to be 
taken away from the market until they have been rcgiftcrcd, under a penalty of a 
double duty, or fomething of that kind. Let it be your conftant employment to 
make thefe ])iinciples and maxims univcrfally underfiood and adopted by all colledtors, 
Zemeendars, and every public agent ; that commerce and .agriculture mutually aflift 
c.ach other, and thrive from the fame caufes. That as the freedom of the one be- 
comes better cftabliflicd and the dilfufions more general,, the advantages of the other 
will be proportionable. 

The Ryot will, conferjuendy, find the demand for his labour more extenfive, and 
his fituaiion matle caficr and hajrpicr by the additional flow of money into’the pro- 
vince.. 

The Adr,ur.:Jlvatioii of JaJlicc, 

The inflancc where venal, ignorant, and rapacious judges avail themfelves of a 
crude and mercenary fykem of laws, of the prevalence of licentioufnefs, and the 
force of reigning habits and cuftoms, have been already mentioned. I can only rc- 
])cat, that it is your j)nrt to endeavour to reform all tlicfe corruptions which have en- 
croached on the- primitive rights of both the Mahomedans and Hindoos particularly- 
by abolifiring the arbitrary impofition of fines, and recommending all in your power- 
the more equitable method of arbitration. 

The ofiicers of jutlice and Kazzics, who are cAablifiicd by the Mahoniedan law,. 

as .alfo the Bramins, wJio adminillcr. juflicc among the Hindoos, in every village,-. 
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town, and quarter, fliould all be fiimmoncd •, to • appear, produce their Sunniids, or' 
aiuhorlty for afiiing, and regiftcr them. Records, of whatever cafes arc heard and 
determined, arc to befent to and depofited' in the Sudder Cutcherry of the province, ■ 
and a monthly return thereof forwarded to Murfhed-abad. 

The regider of Sunnuds is intended to deter any from cxcrci/ing a judicial, bc- 
caufe lucrative fundlion, who may not be legally aj)pointcd by gavernment, if a 
Mahomedan, or fairly eledled by his call, if a Hindoo. And the dcpofiring of all 
cafes and determinations,' added to the other regulation, will figure to the fcveral ■ 
officers a vigorous and obfervant power, watching all their- adlions, and, in cafe of 
abufes, diredt you at once to the culpable. ■ ' : 

The peculiar puniffiment of forfeiting calls, to which the Hindoos arc -liable, is ' 
often inllidlcd from private pique and pcrfonal refentment amongft themfclvcs; and 
-requires to be rcllrained tothofe occafions only where there may be a regular procefs, • 
and clear proofs of the offence before the Bramins, who arc their natural judges. 
But when any man has naturally forfeited his cad, you are to obferve that he cannot 
be reffored-to it, without the fandtion of government; which was a political fujire-- 
macy referved to themfelves by the Mahomedans, and tvhich, as it publicly afferts 
the fuborclination of Hindoos, 'who are fo confidcrablc a majority of fubjedls, ought 
not to be laid dowm ; though every indulgence and privilege of call fiould be othcr- 
.wife allowed them. 

Having- now fpoken to all points which at prefent occur, and arc looked for from’ 
your appointment, lihall here fubjoin feme remarks on the importance of the objedl, ■ 
and your own condudl in the purfuit of it. . - 

Your, commiffion entruds you with thc.fupcrintcndancc and charge of a province, 
whofe rife and fall mull confidcrably affcdlthc public welfare of the whole. The ex- 
ploring and eradicating numberlcfs . oppreffions which are as grievous to the poor as- 
they are injurious to the government ; the difplaying ■ of thofc national principles of 
honour, faith, redlitude, 'and humanity, which ffiould ever charadlerifc the name of 
an Engliffiman ; the impreffing the lowed: individual with thefe ideas, and railing the 
heart of the Ryot fromioppreffion and dcfpondenc'y to fccurity and joy, are the va- 
! luable benefits which rhud refult to our nation from a prudent and wife behaviour on 
your part. Verfed.as you arc in the language, depend on none, where you yourfclf 

• can poffibly hear and determine. Let accefs to you be cafy, and be careful of the 
conduct of your dependents. Aim at no undue, induence yourfelf, and check it in 
all othersi Great diare- of integrity, difinteredednefs, aiffiduity, and watchfulncfs is' 
neceffary, ..not only for your owm guidance, but as an example to all others ; for 
3mur adlivity and advice will be in vain, unlefs confirmed by example. Carefully" 
avoid all intereded views by commerce, or otherwife, in the province, whild on this 
fervice ; “for, though ever fo fair and honed, it will awaken the attention of the de- 
■figning, double the labour of developing dratagems, and of removing burthens and 

• difeouragements with which the commerce of the country in general has been loaded. 
You have before you a large, field to edablifh both^a national and private character; 
lofe not the opportunity, which is to be temporary only, for your whole proceedings 
Wfill be quickly revifed ; a ted which the board confidet due to themfelves, as a con- 
firmation of the propriety of their choice ; to j'ou, as an adl of judice to 5'^our con- 
dudt ; and to the public, 'for,- the fecurity of its intereds. As the extent and import- 
ance'of your trud-are great, fo in proportion will be the approbation of cenfure, 
arifing from your good or ill condueff in it, be attended with unufual didindtion or 
particular feverity. Sentiments which I convey to you, to drew the degree of confi- 
dence the Board repofe in your integrity and abilities ; but by which I mean not the 
remoted fulpicion, either .in them or myfelf, of your difappointing their -expedlations.' 

You 
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You nrc 10 be careful ro acquaint me, or the rcficlent at the Durbar for the time 
being, with every material circumftancc worthy of remark; your correfpondencO 
mud, confequenriy, be regularly and clofcly kept up ; and you arc to follow all fuch 
farther orders as I may judge ncccflary to fend you. 

I wifli 3'ou fuccefs in this undertaking, and am, 

Sir, Your mod; obedient humble fervant. 

Sc/i'/? Cor.mltlce's I’cfolutioiis thereon. 

Fort William, Augiift i6, 1769. 

It is tinanimoudy agreed to lay the foregoing obfen^ations, and fentiments of the 
Committee, before tlic Prcddenc and Council, in order for their being carried into 
cxccuiion wish all convenient expedition. 

The letter of indrudlions, which the Preddent has framed and laid before us, for 
the guidance of the future fupva-vifors, being drawn up with fo much clcarnefs and 
jirecifion, and with an equal knowledge of the fubjcdl:, that the Committee cannot 
U’.lTcr it to be recorded, without recording, alfo, their unanimous approbation- of it. 


On the GOLD COINAGE. 

No. 135’. 

Ex/rjcl of Fort inHieim Conjh/taiions, dated ywic 2cl, 1766. 

iMr. Campbell, the afliw-madcr, being called before the Board, reads the regula- 
tions prqpofcd by the Committee for cdablilhing a gold coinage. Whereupon they 
obferve it is propofed, that the par of exchange boiwccn the new gold mohur and the 
fdver firca rupee fliall for the jirefcni be cllimaicd at the rate of fifteen to one, which 
they think tonconfidcmble a profit for the merchants and proprietors for bringing their 
gold to the mint, and are ol opinion, that the proportion of fourteen to one, which will 
yield a premium above liic par of filvcr about eight jicr cent, will be a fufficient encou- 
ragement to tlicm for that [luqiofe. The anig'-maficr being thereupon diredlcd to 
make the laid alteration, digcfls tlic wJiolc into the form of a letter, wliich is ordered 
to be entered hercalief. I'hc other part of the regulations pointed out by the Com- 
mittee being entirely apjirovcd, — 

Ordered, liiat the faid regulations be communicated to the refident at the Durbar, 
witli diredtions to put them into execution as foon .as poffibic, and that public notice be 
allb given at tins Prclidency for that purpofe. , 

7c jyniinm Bright-ivell Sumner^ E/q. (dc. Conneil of Fort JEHlian:. 

GEXTI.HMr.K, 

In obedience to your commands, I have now the honour to lay before jmu the plan 
adopted by the Selcdt Committee, and approved by the minifters, for cftablifliing a 
gold currency to obviate rlic fcarcltyof money which fo large an annual exportation of 
bullion to China mud ncceffarily produce. The feheme hath already been intimated to 
the lionourabic Court of Dirciflors, not as an cffcdtual remed)’^, but as a palliative, 
which will obfirudt the progrefs of the evil, until a more radical cure be difeovered. 

To givcfucli encouragement to the importation of foreign gold, and advantages to 
the natir'cs who hoard uj) and fccrctc this metal, as might induce them ,to apjdy their 
ufclcfs treafnres to the public benefit, were the great objedts of the Committee. The dif- 
iiculry lay in fixing upon fuch a rate of exchange as lliould anfwcr Ae intention of bring- 
ing 
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ing-gold to. the treafur})-, without reducing filver below that natural value which it bears 
in moft kingdoms in Europe, hnce this circurnflance might be produftive of. inconve- 
niences at home. .Gold being nierely a nierchandize in Bengal, and the quantity of it 
already contained in the .country; very uncertain, it was thought proper to . make the 
mean rate of exchange in Europe the principle upon’ which the following regulations- 
for a gold currency are-calculated.- . ' 

1. That the gold mohurs fliall be Jdruck bearing the fame impreffion with the pre- 
fent Murflied-abad ficca, and that this mohur fliall alfo be iffued in the fubdivifions of' 
halves, “ quarters, and .eighths. 

• 2'. That the new coin, fliall: be of the finenefs of twenty carats, or it fliall. contain 
.one-fixtli part , of ..an alloy, which reduces it to Pvs. i6.. : 9 : 4 per Gent, below 
the value of pure gold,, to 14 : 7:7 below the mean finenefs of the. Sicca and 
Dehly. mohurs, and . to 8 : 2- : 2- one-third beneath the 'llandard of the prefent 
Arcot gold mohurs. The reafons for . fixing upon this flandard are, that it is 
deemed the moft convenient for allowing the propofed encouragement to the mer- 
chants and the proprietors of gold, and_ likewife for avoiding the great delay and, ex- 
pence of refining in a country where the procefs is not underftood, and the materials for 
.conducting it are obtained wnth difficulty. 

3. That the gold mohur fliall be encreafed from fifteen annas, the prefent aCtual 

weight, to fixteen annas, the better to avoid the inconvenience of fractional numbers 
in the fubdivifional parts and the exchange. ’ . 

4. That the par of exchange between the gold mohurs and the filver Sicca rupee 

fliall for the prefent be eftiniated at the rate of fourteen to one, reckoning upon'thc 
intrinfie value of either. Thus, a gold mohur w'eighing fixteen annas fliall be deemed 
equivalent to fourteen ficca rupees. ' . ' . 

• 'You ivill perceive, gentlem'eii, that a'difcount of one in fifteen, or 6 : 16 : 8 per 
Cent, is now made on the exchange propofed by the Committee, in, order to obviate 
the very rcafonable objection which the Board made to the exorbitant profits, affigned 
to the merchants and proprietors. 

5. That the filver Sicca rupee fliall not be lefs than the ftandard of 1 1 oz. 15 dwt. 

or 1 3 dwt. better than Englifti ftandard, whence will arife , 

A profit to the merchant of gold - 3 per Cent. 

A batta on the gold mohur - - . - .3 ditto. ' 

A charge of coinage and duties - - 2 ditto. 

8 per Cent. 

which increafed value is calculated from the generally-received' exchange of gold and 
filver, and not upon the market-price of gold, which fluctuates daily. ■ 

6. That all payments, whether of a public or a private nature, fliall be made at the 

eftabliflicd batta, and every attempt to create an artificial batta, or exchange, fliall be 
rigorouflypunifiicd. ' • 

7. That a tender of payment, either public or private, fliall in future be equally 
valid in gold and filver, and that a.refufal of the eftabliflied gold currency fliall incur 
fuclv punlfiuiicnt as this Board may think proper to infliCt. 

8. That jniblic notice fliall be given to all Zenieendars, collectors of the revenue, and 
others, chat the collections may be made indifcriniinately in gold and in filver, the 

' This word hiirinfic has been fubftituted in the place of numerary ; but as inirinjic appears in the copy 
at the India houfe, I have not ventured to corredt the error. That the fenfc requires r.um&ary is evi- 
dent from the preceding regulations Hated in the letter, by which it appears that the gold Mohur con- 
tains more fu't cdJ, tha.n the Sicca rupee contains ; yet are they numerically exchanged as one 
to fourteen. Tlic fecond paragraph of the letter, moreover, has thefe words ; “ It was thought proper 
" to make the mtan rate of exchange in Europe the principle, upon which the following regulations for a 
" gold currency isrr eu’ci//rrfrrr'.” 

-former 
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former to Lc received at the mint and treafury, at the rate propofed in the 2d article; 
tliat is the Sicca and Dehly mohurs to be reckoned witli an alloy of 14 : 7 : 7 per 
Cent, and the Arcot mohur, with an alloy of 8 : 2 : i which will produccj jigrec- 
ably to the principle of exchange laid down, the advantage propofed in article the ’7 th. 

Thcfc, gentlemen, arc the regulations propofed by the right honourable the Pre- 
hdent, and the members of the Sclcft Committee; upon which I fliall beg. your per- 
million to offer the following remarks. 

The cftablifliing a gold currency in the country appears to mC the only praftica- 
blc method of nbolillung that pernicious fyftcm of reducing the Batta oh Sicca ru- 
jiccs annually. There being now a fixed ftandard of value for filver, that metal mull: 
in time nccc'ffiirily fettle at the prccifc point which determines the proportion it bears 
to gold. Neither will the fcarcity of any fpccics of rupees affedt the Batta, fince 
the gold currency will always aflbrd the means of payment without lofs by the ex- 
change. The Batta of the Mohur being inv.ariablc, will foon render that of the filver 
invariable alfo ; or clfc the principle of exchange will be deffroyed, and of confe- 
qucncc the profit to the merchant will become precarious. This effeft I think muff: 
ncccfl'arily flow from the full effablillimcnt of a gold currency ; and were there no 
other .adv.antagc attending it than reducing to a fixed determinate value the great 
variety of coins with whidi bufinefs is diftradlcd in this country, that alone tvould be 
well worth the experiment. 

It will be abfolutcly ncccffiiry that the utmoft care be taken to prevent any debafe- 
ment of the fixed ftandard of the gold Mohur, which is already rated fo high in the 
exchange. I ffiould myfelf apitrchcnd that a fraud of fuch dangerous tendency to 
the public credit ftiotild be punifticd with dc.ith ; and as the Englifli laws will not 
authorize fo rigorous a puniftimcnr, except for the adulteration of the cuiTent coin of 
Great Britain, that the laws of the country fliould take place. Your refolution on 
this hcadftiould be publifticd in the mint at Murllicd-abad ; and as a farther check 
■on the coiners, the rcfulcnt might be required occafionally to fend down fpccimens 
of the money to be allayed in Calcutta. 

I ffiould likewife imagine that fcvcrc penalties ffiould be annexed to the fecreting, 
•defacing, clijiping, or melting down the new coinage ; and that the fame, together 
with the puniffiment to be Infliiftcd on every attempt to vary the Batta, or obftrndt 
the currency, ffiould be promulgated in every dilh'idl of the Nabob’s dominionsk ' 


T'ori William, June i, J7CC. 


■I have the honour to be, &c. . 

(Signed) ALEXk CAMPBELL. 


No. ' V • ’ 

'ExtraB of Port Willtam Confultations^ dated the 2'oth March, 1769 . 

R,cad the following letter from the European merchahts and • principal inhabitants 
•of Calcutta ; alio, a petition from the Armenian merchants, and a letter from the 
Mayor’s Court ; fetting forth the great difficulties and diftrefles to. which themfelves, 
and the inhabitants in general, are reduced, from the incrcafing fcarcity of fpecie, 
and carncftly requefting the afliftance of tlic Board for a relief from the ruinous evil. 


H h 


No. 
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: . , . ■ : To ihe HonoiirabU Uarr^ Verelji^ &Ci. 

GENTLEMENj ■ ^ 

, The univerfal diftrefs of the fettlement at prefent. for Ip'ecie, will,- we hope, excufe 
,©nr troubling you with this addrefs, requefting in our hamesj and thbfe of the inha- 
bitants of Calcutta in_ general,- the affiftance of your government and authority to- 
, remedy this evil, which grows every day more feverely felt by every merchant in BehgaL 
. . We are highly, fenlible of your care, and' attention to the welfare -of, the inhabit- 
ants, from yonr late orders regarding, the gold Mohiirs ;■ and flatter .ourfelves that 
this application, as it equally meritsj will equally meet with your regard- 

Before the gold Mohurs were called ’iuj'-the Shroffs had fo far takca the advantage- 
of the neceflity of individuals, that they had made the changing of irioney,.,from a. 
bare livelihood, to a rnoft; advantageous trade to theinfelves, and a diflrefsful tax upon- 
every man who wanted money beyond the bounds of Calcutta ; yetj at that very 
.time^ any fum might have been had in filver,- by paying a high prernitim to 'thofe 
people tyho had it in theb pofleflioni From this we .are led to believe, that there is- 
ftill fpecie fufficient for the trade of Bengalj though perhaps not enough to anfwer 
the currency of this extenfive town; and that if any method could be fallen upon to- 
keep the Shroffs to their propher fphere, and prevent their taking advantage of the- 
neceflities of thofe who carry on. trade to the 'Aurungs,. a gold coin mightftillbe- 
made a convenient and ufeful currency, for this fettlemeiit, though hot for the trade- 
pf Bengal in general ; whereas at prefent the diftrefs is fo great, that every merchant * 
in Calcutta is in danger of becoming bankrupt, or running a rife of min by at- 
tachments on his goods, which would nOt fell for halBtheir. value> it being impoflible- 
to raife a large fum at any premium on bond* 

As many of us have feverely felt the late inconveniences, we have often fefledted: 
on the various methods by which it appeared to us poflible to remedy them, and we 
hope yon will excufe our fubjoining One for your fuperior judgment,., which appears: 
to us mbft reafonable ; that is, to coin Mohurs, half Mohurs, 'and quarter Mohurs,. - 
equal in value and ftandard to thOfe commonly called Dehly forbidding, . by your 
authority, any Shroff, under pain of fevere fine and irriprifonment,. to exadt more- 
than one per Gent, for exchanging them into filver, for riie purpofes of merchants 
trading out of Calcutta;- with which allowance we are perfuaded, they will become- 
fatisfied in the courfe of a few months ; fince,. before there tvas any gold coin fuffi- 
cient in Calcutta, they fubfifted by exchanging Sicca mpees into Arcotts,. Sunnauts, 
fee. for the Aurung trade ; and we do not remember the exchange ever exceeded two 
■per Cent, and was in general Only from 4 to ^ per Cent. Praying your pardon for 
this long trefpafs oh your patience, w'e beg leave to fubferibe ouri'elves with the ut- 
moft rffpedf, 

- Gentlemen, Your moft obedient and moft humble fert- ants,. 

CdRN* GOODWIN, • E. STEPHENSON, SAM. MIDDLETON, 
TOPIN BATHOE, KIER, REED, CATOR; JAMES ELLIS, 

HUGH INGLIS, arid Co. PIENRY GRANT,. . 

R. HUNTER, R, SAUNDERSON, JOHN PETRIE, 

J. ATCHINSON, WILLIAM MAGEE, JAMES LISTER, 

TAMES FRAZER, RUSSEL’ SKINNER, •' ■ NAl’H. MIDDLETON, 
lOSEPHJEKYLL, JOHN ROBINSON, JOSEPH PRICE, 

HUGH. BAILLIE, ■ FRANCIS DOUGLAS, DANIEL HOISSARD, 

W. BARTON, FI. COTTRELL, PAGE'KEBLE. 

ROBT. DOBINSON, W. HARWOOD, 

ALEX. MURRAY, DAN. CAklPBELL, 

To 
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B. 

- To the Hoiouralle Harry Vereljl^ E/j. ^c, 


• 4'3 


■ The humble PetUion^df 4he Armenian Merchants fettled in Calcutta, 

SlIEWETH, • ■ 

That the fear city of coin now felt in this capital, amongft the many intolerable 
evils ariling from it, affefts eveiy individual to that degree, that the bell lioufes, with 
magazines full of goods, are diftreffed' for daily provifions, and that not only 'a .ge- 
neral bankruptcy is to be. feared, likely to involve every foul in the fettlement, but.a 
real famine .in' the jnidft of wealth and plenty. That to prevent thofe .evils from 
coming to a deftrudtive crifis, your' petitioners, prompted by that zeal incumbent 
upon them as ancient Bridfli fubjedts, and by their .own heart-felt diftrefles, humbly 
b.cg leave to fubmit to your wifdom how far an imniediate coinage of Mohurs, with 
nil their divilions and fu'bdivifi.ons to one Anna, fixteen Siccas value of pure gold, to 
be lawfully tendered in payment univerfally all over thefe Brkilli dominions, and ad- 
mitted at the treafury of .both capitals, might be an adequate, m.eans toward olf the 
impending ruin ; fince any coin whatev.er is better than no coin at all ; a mcafure 
.brought on by the artificial fcarcity of filver coin, ftrongly pointed out by the com- 
binations evidently entered upon by the bankers, and warranted by the large quan^ 
tity of gold lately imported into this place-; a meafurc for the redtitude of ryhich 
your .petitioners can account to their .own confciences, and in the fupport whereof 
they hereby beg leave to pledge their good faith and honour. Your petitioners 
•humbly hope, honourable Sir and Sirs, that your goodnefs will take the preinifes 
into confideration, or give them whatever relief your wifdom llrall think fit. 

And your petitioners, bound in gratitude and duty, lhall ever pray, &c. 


C- 

To the Hmourable PiarryVerelJi, Eff> Prefident, ^c. Council at Fort Willi am. 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

The honourable the Mayor’s court of the- town of Calcutta, beg leave to rej^rC- 
fent, that in the pradtice of their court they have for fome time path obfen'ed the 
growth of an evil, which has daily incrcafed, infomuch th.at the fufferings of many 
will thereby become intolerable, unlefs a fpeedy relief be afforded them. The evil 
of which they fpeak, -is the very great decreafe of fpecie, fo that there remains not 
fufficient for the occafions and intercourfe of commerce, and fcarcely for the private 
'occonomy of the inhabitants of Calcutta. It is felt by all ranks of people in the 
lofs of credit and confidence ; the fair and honefi: dealer is eveYy day profecuted to 
judgment in their court without remedy, from the impoffibility of obtaining payment 
from his debtors, to fatisfy the claim of his creditors, but by a courfe of law. He 
is thus urged by his necefiity to invoh-e himfelf in exp'enfive fuits ; he is forced to 
defend, in order to gain time, though fenfible of the jullnefs, and defirous to pay 
the demand; and he is, drove to a hafly profecution, in hopes to recover, before 
judgment pafleth againft himfelf, though fully convinced of his debtor's willingnefs 
to pay as foon as he is able ; his fubltance is in this manner wafted, and the diftrefs 
'■which follows too obvious and moving to need defeription. 

They are unable to exprefs y'hat they feel in the difeharge of their duty; but the 
daily inftances of the melancholly confequences of this calamity, call upon them to 
lay this faithful reprefentation before von, in full confidence, from the experienced 
tendernefs and zeal for the public proiperity and wclfirc, which has lb particularly 

H h 2 diuin- 
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diflinguifhcd yonr aclminiflrationj of fuch cfTedual remedy as in your wifdom you 
ihall judge moil meet.' 

By order of the honourable, the Mayor’s Court, 

Tjown Hal!, Calcutta, Mareji 14, 1760. ■; * 

JOHN HOLME, Regiftero.. 


Xhe Board'being fully fcnfiblc, from daily obfcrvatlon and experience, of the truth ■ 
of the fadls allcdgcd in thefe letters and petition, and convinced of the fatal confe-- 
quences, which muft fpeedily and unavoidably accrue from them to the Company’s . 
affairs both at homt? and in India, 

Refolved, We immediately talcc this affair into, conlideration,. and endeavour, as 
far as poffible,^ to find out feme fafe, or at leait temporary, remedy, for this growing 
evil, till the orders of tfie honourable the Court of Dircdlors fiiall enable us to rc,- 
move it entirely. Upon a ffiidt and impartial enquiry,^ wc find that this . fcarcity of ‘ 
fpecie, fo feverely felt by the merchants here, is, not. an accidental or fidlitious one, , 
nor confined to Calcutta alone, but that the fame indigence is. fpread over the whole 
country, fo that the minifters have made no fecret of their apprehenfions, that, either 
the revenues muff fall fiiort, or be colledlcdin kind, from a want of a fufficient cur-, 
rency for fales and' purchafes. We can expedt no relief in this, from any fUms . 
brought into the country, for the purpofe of trade inland, becaufe all the commerce 
formerly to the north-weft and' weftward by. Qiizzerat, Cafiimcree, Mogul mcr-- 
chants, &c. is now precluded by the vaft increafe of our own and foreign inveftments, 
whofe advance we fee with concern, but where the ftridtnefs of the- Company’s orders . 
will not permit us to interfere, though ever fo indircdll 3 \ We can- expedt no filvcr 
from home, and a mere trifle from the foreign companies. The French treafury has 
been amply fupplied this year by bills for above twenty lacks on this fettlcnient from : 
England^ bcfidcs vail-fums paid into their cafli by individuals. The Dutch imports . 
of bullion have, for feveral years paft, not exceeded eight or ten lacks .per annum, . 
.and the Danes bring notjn .above t.wo lacks more. The country’s • diftrefs muft alfo . 
yearly encreafe. Its whole revenues are diverted into our treafur)', and only- the fums 
neceffary for the inveftment, and our current expences,, return again into the channel . 
of circulation.. The difference, therefore^ bety/een the amount of the. revenues, and 
-the fum of the inveftment and difburfements,, is. an annual lofs to the •currenc)’’, and 
muft, in the. end,, fwallow up the whole, unlefs.a proportional import, of- fpecie is 
.made, or till the aggregate of the iuveftment and difburfements lhall become equal 
,tO the whole, revenues. This will explain the unavoidable increafe of poverty in. the 
country V and as rhe. treafury is a, continual drain upon, that, fo the immenfe. exports 
tO;Chiha, Madrafs,. Bombay, with the-King’s. tribute,, andthe-expe.ncc, of a. brigade 
,out of our. pr.ownces, will 'but too well a.ccount for, the low ebb to which it has, in its . 
-turn, been reduced. If we confider.the ftate of the provinces in this. point of view, . 
,a,nd ,refledl,^at the .fame time,, that they produce no .filver or gold, ,fo that . imports 
of both' have been,, for. a, feries of. years, very- inconfiderable ; that a large . propor- 
tion of their, treafures were carried off by a fugitive tyrant, .and .that, for feveral 
years, few returns have been made to exports in general, and trade rendered a kind 
of monopoly in the ■-■hands of a few, we fliall rather , be furprized how the country 
' ffas fuppor.ted itfelf fo long under fuch. exhaufting circumftances,, than ,at the rapid • 
progrefs of. genefal penury. .. 

■ The- 
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The Board having duly and maturely weighed this matter, and having confulted 
the principal merchants, Banyans, bankers, and the miniflers of the Nizamut,’ do 
rcfolvc to recommend to the Is^izamut, the cftablilldng a new gold currency, on and 
according to the following rules and rcftridlions. 

The Mohur to be of the ancient Dehly dandard, to weigh feventcCn annas Sicca 
weight, and to be iflucd and received in all public and private difburfements and 
receipts wltatcvcr, at 16 Sicca rujiccs each Mohur. The Mohur to be fubdivided 
into Italvcs. quarters, eighths, and fixteenths ; fo that each fixteenth fliall be the va- 
lue of one Sicca rujicc. Tliat all gold deliycred into the mint for coinage, be coined 
in [lie following proportions; .fujipofing too Mohurs, 


number not 

exceeding 2 ^ 

to be coined into 

■ 25 pieces. 

J-Ialvcs - 

- - 18 

ditto. 

36 ditto. 

Quarters - 

- - - 18 

ditto. 

72 ditto.. 

Eighths 

- - - 18 

ditto. 

144 ditto. 

Sixteenths 

21 

ditto. 

336 ditto.. 


Moliurs roo 

ditto. 

613 ditto. 


That for the prevention of frauds and abufes, perfons fliould’be appointed to fiipcr- 
ihtend on the jtart of the Company, (as Dewans of the Subah, and therefore princi- 
pally conccntcd in the currency of the coin in thefe provinces, having the collcdtions 
of their revennes) the aHays of all gold in the mints of Murilicd-abad, Patna, and Dac- 
ca, with tlic governments aflay-niafler, and no coinage be ifl'ued from either mint, but 
what liar- been thus jointly afihycd. ' That no duties, cither on behalf of the govern- 
ment, Comjjnny, Governor, or mint-maflcr, be received, nor any charge, farther 
thatt a per Centage, equivalent to the aftual cxpencc of coinage. 

'I'hat no mint or afiay-mafier fliall refufe to receive any gold whatever- for coinage 
or afibv, and that every anay-maAcr fliall, when applied to by any merchant or other, 
riflay any gold brouglit to Itim for aflay, and ever)- cpinntity brought lhall liave the 
fen 1 of tlic afiay.-maller fixed on fuch parcel, and a cercifienre given him under the 
nfiay-maflcr’s liand, fpccifying the afliiy, chat die jiroprictor of fuch gold'may know 
at all times its real value. ' _ ^ . 7 

The advantages expeded to be derived from this arrangerhent arc, 
j. increafe of currency by a fpccics of coin upon a ftandard as near as poffible- 
to the cftabliflied one of filvcr, and whofc numerous fub-divifions- will enable it to 
fupjily the place of filvcr in all fniallcr difburfements and receipts., 

2. That as, on a moderate computation, near twenty lacks in gold are nowjyigg 
ufclcfs in Calcutta, from the want of a fixed gold currency, and other confidera^iie fiims ; 
may be cxpcdlcd in return for the Baflbrah Judda, and other cargoes, from whence 
alone we can hope fupplks of fpccic ; the whole ainount of thefe will run into the 
<^c*^icral circulation of die currency, iiiflcad of icniaining as a' mere matter of mer-- 

Tiiat as a jiropordon of^ij- of fcvcntcen annas of Sicca gold to one Sicca rupee, 
is 'as near as poflible, to the rcfpcdlivc value of the old ftandard, gold and filver, 
tliroup-hout the empire, its currency may fairly and juftly be every where enforced, 
nor can anv combination or artifice of the bankers and Shroffs, ever make fuch- a 
difference in the exchange, as in any degree to affea the profits and welfare of trade 
rrr-npnl ‘ ot fliouUl urudcnce or policy hereafter preferibe the recall of fuch'a coin- 

111 gLiitiiii , i_r. .Ink-;. 


age; tlic. Company will fuftain little lofs or detriment. 


Laflly, 


5 * 
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• Laftly, It will effe( 3 ;ually rchdgr ■ abortive th of tlicPrench> 'of dVflrcfljng 

this fcttlcmcnt.arid country hy the large ’funis’-in-Tilvcr they' havfc drawn into their 
treafuryi in payment- for their Europe bills, by - introducing a. currency 'nearly as 
.convenient, ^and on as fair a ftandard, ' as .the .very 'filver they have ib carncftly laboured 
itdengrofs. 

. Agrced/'Thaf the Prefident be fcqucllcd' to ‘communicate -this fchemc-to the ini- 
■nVftprs of; the govemiuent, to defirc theh fentiments thereon; and if it-mcefs their 
concurrence, that they will enforce .'the prO'pofcd cftablHluTiGnt of a gold currency. 

'•No.''I37, •/ 

Extras} of a letter from ■ Mahomed Rezn Caivn f a^ing miniflcr to .the Nabob 
of Bengal) to)hc, Prefident and Council at Port William \ recorded on Cour 
Jultations, . Marth 28//;, 1.769. . 

If orders were iflued for "a coinagd of • gold of- the Dehly linenefs in the fevcral 
mints, and that it llvall .be received in 'the 'payment of the revenue, and become cur- 
rent in the feveral fadtories, and in all mercantile tranfadlions whatever, and care was 
taken to cnforce-thofe' Grdcrv throughout the provinces ; both jvrivatc and public bu- 
linefs vyould be carried, on without any of 'thofe delays and interruptions which^ at 
prefent, arife from the .general fcarcitj of .filver. 

' ■ , • ‘'No. 138.' ■ ■ ' , 

■ExtraSi of a letter from, Mr, Be fliers refidSni Mt the. "Durbard, to the Selecl 

Committee^ ^dated May ^tli, 1769. 

Some’Mohurs of the new gold coinage were received yefterday, in part .of .the Poo- 
nah Kills, and the minillers will immediately ilTne llrift orders .for receiving, in .all 
4 he dillrifts, gold when offered in payment of the revenues, and . hope the cuncncy 
will be eftabliflied without difficulty. : • ' ; . . ■ 

. ' ' ■ , . . : ' ' ’ ■No.'i39. , ■ . 

ExtraB hf Port William ConfultationSi dated May 30///, .1769. 

Received a letter from (Mr. Rumbold) the chief of Patna, dated the .;2.ill 'inllant, 
acquainting us that particular dire'dtions have been received from the Nabob by 
'■Seetabroy for eftablillving a. gold coinage .at Patna;, and as it is rncniioned among the 
'-regulations- that a perfon -llvould be Patiohed there on, the,- part pf the Company, to 
prevent any frauds 'in the coinage, to requeft our orders ,conccrning-;it« 

‘ ' t 

i;.. No. 140. 

ExtraSi of Port William Confultations, dated Jitne yjth, -1769. 

- Received a; letter from the governor and Mr. Becher (at^he.city of hjlurflied-abad) 
dated the 9th of June, advifvng, that they cnclofe us an account of the'difference be- 
,, tween the three known ftandards of gold in -Hindoftan, that .the minillers recom- 
. mend, and that they have acquiefeed in the propriety of their remarks. That the • 
ftandard of Mahomed Shah, approaching neareft to the proportional value of gold and 
; ftlvef, is therefore better adapted for the purpofe of exchange, and .a general currency 
'in commerce ; - and that it derives an additional advantage from -the fefpeft and repip 
■ tation in which .that coin 'is held, and from the .univerfal fatisfadlion with which it 
has always been received ; and that, .for thefe conliderations, -we.are induced . to ap- 

■ prove 
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prove of Mahomed Shah’s ftandard, in preference to the Venetian, for the prefent 
currencj*’./ -' i'\nd. having received advicc.that Mohnrsdf this ftandardrhave been ftruck 
in the mints of Patna and Dacca, in confequence of faniples tranfmitted from thence^, 
and that they naet with a ready circulation, whicli.is a farther inducement to tliem- in;, 
their prefent recommendation thereof. . ‘ 

I'hc BosVd being fully fitisfied, as well from the recommendation of the miniflers,. 
as from the -report laid before them by the aflay-mafter,.that theftandard of Mahomed 
Shah approaches the ncarefl to the proportional value between gold and filver,. do agree 
and refolvei- that the refoliitions of the 20th of March) fliall immediately;'take place, 
.and that the fubordinates be advifed thereof ; that the chiefs be diredted to appoint. 
fome perfon on • the part of the Compan}q to fuperintend the buf nefs of the mint, 
and fee that the regulations be properly attended to ; and that the fecretary iflue pub- 
lic advertifements of this our refolution, for the information, of the inhabitants, of tha- 
town. 


-hJ" o. I .- 

The following diary of the price of filver in Calcutta, exhibits undeniable proof 
of the advantages derived by the Shroffs, from fhe prevailing fcarcity of filver 
rupees, and obftrudlion to the currency of gold Mohurs. It farther explains how ne- 
celiary it became for the Board to adopt fome expedient for reprelfing the prefent evil,^, 
relieving the inhabitants, and iffuing a gold coin tvhich fliouldbe univerfaJly received 
for the purjiofes of trade,* it was for this reafon they made choice of the .fiandard of 
Mahomed Shah,, which liad always been held in the greateft efteem amongft the na- 
tives of Bengal, and was, particularly. defired at this time, by the united voice of the 
people. To underfland this diary,, it mull be obferved, the eflabliflred.Battas are- aS' 
follow : 

viz. 9. Sun Siccas,. being the coin flruck that year,. are j 6 per Cent,. 

H Suns, the coin of the preceding year, are 13 per Cent. 

Sunats, being the third year in circulation, are "i-i per Cent.. 

Arcots, are 8 per Cent- 


The deviation from thefe numbers cxprels the rife or fall of Batta, which excefsougfitS 
to be deducted from the extraordinary difeounton the gold Mohurs of 1.766. 
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9 Snn Siccss. . B . Sun Sicca Rs. Soht. Rs. Arcot Rupees,. 
1758, June 14 27- 4' ,2.4 9, 6* ip ' -,. 
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9 Sun Slccas 


8 Sun Sicca Rs. Sont. Rs. Arcot Rupees. 
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r P END 
No. 141. 

Accoimt of the mimher of gold Mohurs coined in Bengal^ in confeqiiencc of regti^- 

lations efahlifed in the year lytb. •' 


In the mint of Calcutta _ » _ 17.7,871 

Patna - - - J 59274 

Murflied-abad - - 70,000 


Total Mohurs '263,14-5 

Of the above fentto Madrafs - - - 134,417 

Balance remaining in Bengal in March 1769 - 128,728 

263,145 


. ■ * ^ 

PAPERS i.relating to the SOCIETY for carrying on the- 

SALT, &c. Trade.. 

' '• , No. 142, 

ExtraB of a Letter from the Court of DireBors to the SeleB' Committee att 

Fort William, dated Nov. 2 if, 1766. 

Pau. 19. We find in the Burdwan accounts, die committee of lands^ and the- 
Prefident and Council who paflTed them,, never required, as it was their duty to have- 
done, an explanation of the enormous fum pafled. under the hcad'of chargesTcfidency 
fo that fucceffive Governors and Councils winked at this abufe. And, in theprefenf 
cafe, many members of the Board had pafled. through the ollice of -chief of Midna-- 
pore, each treading in the corrupt fteps of his prcde.ccflbr. And by- Mr. Watts’s letter,, 
entered on your' proceedings of the 20th of January laft, it appears, . th'efe things, 
■were no fecret to the Governor and Council, nor eveiv.to the jiublic. 

21. At the fame time that we aflTure Mr. Vcrelfl; of the high-fenfe-wc entertain of:' 
his upright condudt in the bringing to light thefe fraudulent pradtices- in the province- 
:;v^iidyapore, and adding fo greatly to our revenue^ we would alfo have you affure • 
Mr. Granam, that he fuffers-no imputation on this account,.and that we- regard, hhn as. 
a valuable fervant. 

22. Our letters of thele two years paftj fufficiently tefllfy how entirely we’ agree- 
with you in your opinion of the corruption and, licentioufiiefs of our fervahts, the hor- - 
rible abufes committed in the carrying on the. inland trade, the vaft fums extorted: 
for reftitution and, for donations, the contempt -and violation of our mofl; pofitive or- 
ders, and iafl:ly,'the glaring frauds known and -connived at-in the.colledtion ofrthe re-- 
venues at Burdwan. and Midnapore,. amply juftify your- opinion, that all franks are- 
tainted with it, and we readily conceive the difliculty you were under how to fill up ■ 
the Council. Peace and tranquility could not be faid to be- fairly eflabliflied, ..while- 
fofaftious and licentious a fpirit prevailed, and you- therefore did-, well to'.extend the- 
conftruftion of thofe words to an aft fo eflentially neceffary as- the calling down the 
four gentlemen from Madrafs. 

30. We 



■go.' We rccomtncnd It to j'ou to put the moll extehfive conftmdtiop, on the powers 
■\ve have veiled in you to corrcdl all abufes. It is impoffible for us to point out re- 
■iuedies formalverfations .that, have been - hitherto unheard of ; the covenants guard- 
•againll donations ; the 19th paragraph to )fou of the 17th May lall, forbids the hold- 
^ingof farms ; the rSth paragraph of the general letter of that date, forbids' the lend- 
dng' money to the natives at more than' 12 per Cent, intcrefl: ; and we now make it a 
•ftanding order, that no fervant of the Compan}'-, or Engliflinian refiding' under theiiy 
;proteftion, fliall hold any poll, office, or employment, under any country power 
whatfoever. ■ ' ' 

36. We have the pleafure to alTure you we highly approve )’'our condudl in general, 
-and we moll earnellly entreat you to perfevere in the ..fame zealous attention to our 
intcrell. 

, No. 143., 

■ 'EKtradi of Fort William Co^ijultations^ dated September ibth, 1765’. 

The Committee for managing the plan of trade in the feveral articles of fait, 
'beetle-nut, and tobacco, fend in the follpwing letter, foliciting a deed to fecure the 
proprietors in right to the fame, during the continuance of their prefent engagements, 
to be renewed every feafon as long as it may be agreeable to the honourable Company 
that this plan fliould fubfill. 

jT 0 the Right lionowahk Lord Clive-t Rrcfidenl 'and Governor.^ &c. Council of Fort William. 

MY LORD AND GENTLEMEN, 

In confequence of the plan which you have been pleafed to entrull to our manage-- 
ment, we have, forfome time pall, been taking mcafures for regulating the trade in 
fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, and have already concluded cenfiderable contradbs for 
the purchafe of the lirll article. 

Having thus engaged in the trade, and made advances for the foclety’s property, 
with a view of being able to carry it on agreeable to your faid plan, it becomes a 
nccellary confideration with us, on behalf of the body for whom we adt, to have 
them fccurcd againll any innovations, during the continuance of their prefent engage- 
ments. The terms of the purchafe contrafts rvill run for the enfuing year’s produce 
of the feveral articles, and the vend will be concluded as foon after as poffible. ^^^e 
therefore requell that your lorddiip, &c. Council, will furniffi us with fuch a deed in 
writing as 3'ou fliall think fufficient to fecure to the fociety the free and foie purchafe of 
the articles of fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, produced in the provinces of 
Tahar, and Orifla, from the firll September 1765, to the 3 ill Augull 1766, Allowing 
fufficient time to difpofe of fuch purchafe for the feafon ; to be renewed every feafon 
as long as fliall be agreeable to the honourable Company, that this plan ffiould fub- 
fill;- and, as a very great lofs would arife to the proprietors, ffiould any alteration 
- happen after the concern of the year is begun, and before it is finiffied, that ample 
provifion be made for the continuance and coiiclufion of fuch concern. 

M'e arc the more earnefl to be fatisiied in this point, as until we obtain your com- 
pliance, we find we ffiall nor be able to eflablifh the credit of the fociety amongfl the 
merchants, fo as to raife the neceffary fund for carrying the trade on. 

We are with refpedt, &c. 

W. B. SUMNER, H. VERELST, R. LEYCESTER, G. GRAY. 


Fort William, Sept, iitli, 1765. 
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The fame having been pernfed and confidcred, we are unanimous in opinion re- 
fpeding the propriety of pafling the deed requeued by the focicty, and fuch a one is 
accordingly ordeicd to be prepared by Mr. Whittal for the, fccurity of tlie prefent 
proprietors. 

It is agreed to apply to the Company for permiflion to renew the fame for the fu- 
ture concerns, if the -plan meets with their approbation ; and the Committee is ad- 
' vifed in arifwer accordingly, with further information, that when the prefent deed is 
prepared and executed, it lhall be tranfmitted to them. 

No. 144. 

ExtraSi of a Letter from Lord Clive to the Court of LireBors, dated Fort 

William, September. '2.()tli, 1765. 

Par. 17. The regulation now cftablifltcd for the fait trade will, I hope, be entirely 
to your fatisfadion. I at firfl intended to propofc, that the Companj' and their fer- 
vants fhould be jointly and equally concerhed in the trade itfelf : but, upon better 
conlideration, I judged that plan to be rather unbecoming the dignity of the Company, 
and concluded it would be better, that they fhould give the trade entirely to their 
fervants, and fix a duty upon it for thcmfclves, equivalent to half the profits. This 
duty we have computed at the rate of 35 per Cent, for the prefent j but, L imagine^ 
it will be able next year to bear an incrcafe. The articles of beetle and tobacco being 
of lefs- confequence, and- yielding rrnich Icfs advantage, the duties upon them, of 
courfe, muft be lefs. For farther particulars of thefe regulations, I beg leave to refer 
you to the Committee letter and proceedings, as I would not here trouble you with 
the repetition of a matter which is there fo fully laid before you. 

18. The advantages propofed for the Governor and Council would undoubtedly 
appear extremely large to thofc who are unacquainted with the riches of Bengal, 
and the numberlefs opportunities which the Company’s fervants have of acquiring 
money. But you, who are now perfc6tly informed of the revenues of thefe king^ 
(loms, and the prodigious emoluments within the reach of gentlemen high in the 
fervice, will, I am perfuaded, agree w'ith me, that if fomc plan of the nature propofed 
, be not adopted, the Governor and Council will not fail to acquire much larger for- 
tunes, by other means, in a much Ihorter time ; which muft always be productive of, 
that quick fucceffion, not only fo detrimental to your commercial intereft, but fo to- 
tally incompatible with the acquifition of political knowledge, which ought now to 
be confidered as a very material qualification in all }’our civil , as well as military fer- 
To obviate an objection w'hich may avife, that they may poflibly proceed in 
the old way of procuring money, notwithftanding they accept of thefe allowances, I 
would have an oath tendered to them, of as ftroug and folemn a nature as can be 
penned. I have drawn out’thc form of one, agreeable to my idea of the expedient, 
and have, the honour to enclofe it for your confideration. To this may be annexed, a 
penalty bond of 1 50,000 1 . to be executed by the Governor, and 50,000 1 . to be 
executed by each of the Council. 

r 

• See chapter IV. p. m, note (*) at the bottom. 
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No. 145. , ■ . 

Copy of Lord CIhe s' Minute in SeleSi ConunifteCy dated Lort Williatn, Sep-- 

icmbcr 2,dy 1765. 

GKKTLEMEN, • .■-••• 

Sometime before my departure from Englandy the Court of. Dlreftors debated 
upon the propriety of fuffering their fervantsin Bengal to .trade'in the articles of fait, 
beetle, and tobacco ; and it could not be expcdled. they would continue to them the 
enjoyment of thofe profitable branches, unlcfs means were deylfed, by which the na- 
tives could no longer be opprellcd, and by which the Nabob and the Company would 
largely partake of the advantages. Upon a firm perfuafion that fuch means .would 
be deviled, they were plcafed to defer their final determinations of this matter, till 
the fentiments of the Scledt Committee flioulcT be tranfniitted to them. By all their 
ktters of lafl: year, and' by fevcral of this, they ftill feemed inclined to wait for our 
reprefentatibns I but by their letter of the 19th of February, by the Lord Camden, 
they pofitively forbid their fervahts to have any concern whatever in this trade. At 
that time, indeed, they could not have had. the lead; idea of the favourable changes 
in the affairs of thefc provinces, whereby .the ihtcrefl; of the Nabob, with regard,’ to 
fait, is no longer immediately 'concerned. 

■\Vhcn we firft took this important matter into confideration, I joined in opinion 
with the reft of the Committee that, if the trade could be put on fuch a footing, 
that if the Nabob ffiould receive more than' had been received by any of his prede- 
ceffors, the Company be amply confidcred, and the natives become purchafers upon 
terms full as rcafonable as in former times, die fervants might be' indulged in the 
privilege under fuch certain rules and reftridtions as would make the trade carry with 
it as little as jiofliblc the odious form of a monopoly. Thefe points haying been 
fettled, I confcnted to the plan laid down laft 5-ear. My abfence from the Preli- 
dcncy, and the multiplicity of affairs then in agitation, wherein the peace and tran- 
quility of the provinces, the intcreft of the Compan}’’, and the honour of the na- 
tion, were more immediately concerned, prevented my paying that attention I could 
have wiflied to this important objedt, although by the acquifition of the Dewanny the 
whole of the duties belong to the Company ; and by the diligence and zeal of the 
members of the Committee of trade man)’' ufeful reformations had taken place ; yet 
from my obfer.vation when I was laft up the countr}', . and from .the heavy complaints' 
againft Europeans of the monopoly of trade in general, I find that the induftrious 
native is ftill deprived of that lhare to which he had an undoubted, and a 
tural right ; nor is it yet upon that equitable footing, which juftice and Immanity 
would I am fure incline the Committee to eftablilh. 

A few weeks more muft bring .us the final refolutions of the O urt of Diredtors 
in anfwer to our difpatchcs by the Admiral Ste-vens ; and if, notvvithftanding the pre- 
fent fituation of their affairs, they ffiould think proper to repeat their orders by the 
Lord Camden, it will be our duty to obey them, and I am perfuaded the}'' will be 
obeyed by this Committee. But if, on the contrar}*, upon the receipt of our repre- 
fenrations, they ffiould change their fentiments, and approve of the regulations al- 
ready made, no time ffiould be loft on our part in eftabliffiing the mode for carrying 
on the trade in future. The confidence which the Court of Diredtors h.ave been 
pleafed to exprefs in my endeavours to fettle upon an, equitable plan that trade which 
has been the fource of fo many' evils, cannot but promote my’ zeal for the caufe, and' 
make me anxioufly wifti to fee every regulation, tha5j^mu may join with me in think- 
ing necefiar}y take place. ^ 
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The Company's duties I beg leave to propofe fliall be encreafed, the fervants 
ftiil receive a reafonable Hiare of emolument, ; and the terms upon which the natives ' 
are finally to be concerned, advantageoully fixed. I propofe — 

-r.;VThat all Jalt provided By di.e'fociety.'bf-tfade fiiall be Told at Calcutta, and' at i 
the other places where.it is rnade, anjdmp where, dfe.-, : ' 

2. That the price of fait flhall not exceed rupees per maund, or 200 rupees per 
iGp maunds. - ; - . V. -i- , .-d. .... . 

.3.' That the fait fhali be fold, to 'thd; -natives ; only,- whp.ardto tranfport it to' every, ^ 
•part of l^engal,, .Bahyr, and^ ind; to' Wv;e '^th'e,. whole profits , krifing from, the <■ 

fale thereof, ‘and.tli.at no.' Company’s/ ieiVant, free merchant, '.of European, .fiiall ,be.,' 
cohceriiedih 'that'a:rticic ‘difedtly, or indiredtly, after the-faie..pf/,it 'at the above' placesi . 

.That the '"Calcuttadlack'merchaDts fliall beliinited to'-a certain proportion. of 
purchafe, but that ho Bahyaii, 'of fervihf. whatever •belohglng to, any , European,- fiiall r' 

be -included, -oh have any edheer-n therein,;., -r • : - ' - . .■:] 

.'5, That every -endeavour ;be'-riia 4 e''ufe/ of to, ehedurage the- fubfiantial merchants ,■ 
of the' country, -either' to 'come ;dovvnfth, .peiTon-to..'the place wdiere'the . fait .'is pto-' .’ 
vided, or to fend their; agent's, ,iii,.qrdcr. tp. 'pprohafe .and. traiifportdh'e /fait to/the Aif- 
ferent places ofTal'e. ' , ", ' ‘ ■ ' 

6. That a certain price be fixed^ fpr.'the fale of every rriaund of fait, at every town, 
market, or village, where it is"ibld, according to' the .diftance and former cuftom.,- , 
,,7. That .if- fait beTold at .any of, thp. Bazars, or markets, fprdne Cowrie'above .the ' 
fiipulated price, '.the vendef/ffidl hot only .forfeit 'aii^ the' fait then .found ih/his-. ppf- , 
fdflion, but- be' liable. to a, forfeit 'of ioQo-riipe.es. for. every hundred 'mainids of falpfo 
fold, and the fait and money fb forfeited ‘fiiall go one' half to the informer, and orie 
h'alf to the governrhent. , . ... 

8. That the minlfters at Murfiied-abad ahd.Patna have copies fent them of thefc 
■new regulations, and that -they b'e defired to 'apply to .the -Nabob to ’make the fame 
known tliroughout.tlie.th.ree provinces ; and, that 'eyery 'Fouzdaiv.&c,/ fee they be put- 
in execution, upon pam of -being ‘difiiiiflcd from, hi's.. employments.' ’ ‘ - 

9. This bufinefs being entirely commercial, 1 .propofe that in the inftrument of 

agreement for, the next year, it fiiall be provided, that the fociety of trade, be an-, 
fwerable to the Board for their cond'uft, that the Board may either make hew regu-j 
lations, or amend tliofe made by the- fociety' of trade, as they fee-fit; and that iii cafe,' 
of nccefiity the Seledt Committe fiiall have. power, to controul the condudt of the' 
ivliole. ' . , , 

10. That a duty of fifty-per Cent, be paid to the Company upon all the fait pro- 

their own lands, and fifty per Cent, to the government Upon all the fait pro-’ 
■^idcd'i'fKthe lands of the goverhrrientj and fifteen pefCeiit. upon beetle; which du- 
ties, in fadt, will be brought to the Company’s credit, which, according to the pre- 
feiit fiate of the fait trade, will produce the Company from. 12 to 13 lacks, or from 
350,000/. to 162,500/. per annum. ' ' 

The prohibition of a free inland trade, however difa^eeable to individuals, -mufi: 
now take place, and be confined to imports and exports, and to their immediate 
returns, which returns fiiall be ihade only to the Prefi'dency, or tn one or other of the . 
•cftabliflied fadtorics. The Company are. fov.ereigiis in India, and riiey have, declared 
that the trade carried on for thefe four years pafl; is an ufurpatlon not only pf their 
prerogative, but of tlie privileges of the natives, and repugnant tp the 'exprefs and 
repeated orders of the Court of Directors. 'The indulgence, however,, in the trade, 
of fait, upon the footing, I hope, it will now be eftablifiied, fiiould, iii my opinion, 
obviate all corhplaints' ; fihcc it feeriis to be the mofi equitable modus between the 
Company and their fervants, and at the Tanie time a diftribution of - natural right to 

' ■ ■ ■ the 
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tTie people of the country. Confiderlng that the- late great advantages of unlimited 
inland trade are cut off, I cannot imagine that the Court of Diredtors will deny their 
iervants this fliare of benefit, as a recompence for their attention and .afliftance in the 
management of the important concerns of thefe provinces.. On the other hand, I 
would have the fervants look- on thefe emoluments as a gift from the hand of their 
enlploycrs, oftered .to -them annually in reward of their fidelity, and, which will cer- 
tainly be with-held from them,, if ever their authority lliould be refilled, and difeon- 
renf and rapacity take place of gratitude and moderationi.- 

. - • - - - (Signed) GLIVE». 




^trqh- 'of\Seie^' Committee proceedings thereon, 6f the fame datC'^ 

His Lofdfliip’s Minute having been read'and maturely confidered, the regulations- 
therein fpecified are unanimoufiy approved of. 

Agreed, therefore,., that the Prefident’s regulations for' the inland; trade be laid be- 
fore the Council with all. convenient, difpatch, for their approbation, in order that the 
neceflary inftrudliqns for profecuting the joint .concern for the enfuing feafon, may 
be immediately ilTued to- the Committee; of trade. ■ , . 

Refolved,. that the above concern fiiall confi'ft of fixty lhares,. and that the pro- 
prietors fliall Hand enrolled with the-feveral proportions affixed to their names, irt 
the manner afeertained in the following llatement 


Class I. Counfellors,. and Colonels 'Smith and' Sir Robert Barkery ' 
Class il. ' Clefgyriien,. fenior and junior merchants, and lieutenant 
Colonels^.- - . 

Class III. Fadlors,,. majors,, and- furgeons>. 


} 


32 lhares;- 
14 ^ ditto.-- 
p. ditto*. 


See N: B. below. 


55 4 
■44 


60 


'il appearihg from the above- divifion of capital flock that 4 . lhares remain unap- 
propriated Agreed,, that the fame be accounted for at a proper time. 

N. B. Thefe fhares were afterwards appropriated to Mr. Bolts, and others.- 
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